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Harves late, but asur prisetomany

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Unlikerecentyears, fal harvest haslasted
over amonthand ahalf thisseason, withthe
first load being brought in to Decatur Co-
op’ sOberlinelevator on Sept. 15andfarm-
ersstill cutting as of Friday.

General Manager Karol Evans said the
co-op hastakeninatotal of alittleover half
amillion bushelsof corn, milo, sunflowers
and soybeansasof Friday at all of itsseven
locations. At the end of the day, said Mr.
Evans, hethought it woul d beabout 75 per-
cent of what wasbroughtin last year.

In past years, he said, the co-op has had

tostoresomeof themiloontheground. That
isn’t going to happen this year, said Mr.
Evans.

Thishasn’tbeenaparticularly good crop,
hesaid, but neither waslast year’s.

Thecropvaried, saidMr. Evans, depend-
ingonwhereit rained. Insomeareasfarm-
ersare cutting 70-bushel-an-acre corn and
in othersit has been 20 bushels. The qual-
ity throughout, he said, has been pretty
good.

Mr. Evans said hethought farmerswere
expecting what they were getting in the
combine, andtheresultsmight evenbeatad

better than what they hoped for.

Hesaid heisn’tsurewhenharvestwill be
over. The Co-op branchin Danbury, Neb.,
isjust starting to get loadsin.

Inanormal year, said Mr. Evans, harvest
would be about done now, not just getting
started.

He said he thought soybeans and sun-
flowersin the county are pretty much cut.
Theco-ophasreceivedaround 75,000 bush-
els. In alot of places, though, miloisn’t
ready to becut.

Therecent rains changed the harvest, he
said. Therehavebeenseveral delays. Farm-

erswho started back in September havehad
to stop and wait several days.

While cutting, farmers also were trying
togetwheatintheground. L ast week, farm-
erswerestill drilling, butby Friday, saidMr.
Evans, hethought everyonehadtheseedin.

In the Norcatur area, harvest started
around Sept. 30 when thefirst load of corn
was brought into Norcatur Grain.

Manager Cody Richards said they were
accepting grain Monday morning, but they
were getting ready to shut things down be-
causeit was starting to mist.

So far, he said, test weights are looking

Early
voting
Isheavy

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

The general election in Decatur
County wasin full swing Monday,
with 345 peoplecominginby 11:15
a.m. to cast early ballots.

With advance voting closing at
noon, County Clerk MarilynHorn,
whoisthecounty’ selectionofficer,
said she didn’t know how many
morethey would get. Not sincethe
year both she and Sheriff Ken
Badsky had opponents were there
this many early voters, she said.
Usually, around 275 comein early.

The advance ballot number in-
cludesthosefromthe Good Samari-
tan Center and Cedar Living Cen-
ter, sheadded.

Mrs. Horn said the early voting
has to close at noon the day before
so that they can get the names of
thosewhodid advancevotingtothe
polling places so people can’t vote
twice.

Thisyear, theonly county raceis
between Sheriff Badsky and Der-
rick Bolliger, aformer policeofficer
who is awrite-in candidate. Mrs.
Hornsaidthereareafew racesat the
township level aswell.

Polls will open up at 6 am. on
Tuesday, with voting alowed at 7
am., andtheclerk’ sofficewastry-
ingtoget everything ready Monday
and also do tax statements.

Mrs.Hornsaidat 4 p.m., election
workerswoul d betheretotal k about

(SeeVOTERS 0N Page 8A)

Men
raised
bigbucks

By TOM BETZ
TheGoodland Star-News

The battle to fill the 40th Senate
District seat, which came open af -
ter the death of the incumbent in a
dust storm in May, was furious up
to the primary election. Contribu-
tions topped $102,407 for all three
candidates.

Since then, though, things have
settled down some, with each can-
didate raising about the same
amount beforethefinal weeks.

Contribution reports filed Mon-
day in the candidate’ s home coun-
ties show that since the primary,
Republican Ralph Ostmeyer of
Grinnell, has raised $13,045 since
thelast report July 23 while Demo-
crat Tim Peterson of Monument had
$13,894.

Dan Rasure of Goodland, no
longer in the race, raised more
money between the last report and
the primary on Aug. 3, atotal of
$15,150. Thisbrought histotal con-
tributions to the campaign up to
$67,749. Hislatest report for spend-
ing showed abalanceof $13.99and
expendituresof $17,417.12.

Mr. Ostmeyer’s total contribu-
tionsfor thecampaignwere$39,681
with spending of $28,275. Hehad a
cash balanceof $11,406 asof Mon-
day. He won the Republican pri-
mary 8,553-7,3850ver Mr. Rasure.

Mr. Ostmeyer reported many
(See CANDIDATES on Page 8A)

really good. He said a high test weight
wouldbe60 poundsandthey areseeingthat
at theelevator.

Farmers have been optimistic when
bringinginaload. Harvestisal ot better than
last year, said Mr. Richards.

With therecent moisturetheareahasre-
ceived, he said, there are some milo fields
that aren’ tready tobecut yet. Mr. Richards
saidheisn’t surewhen harvestwill beover.

When a farmer brings the crops into
Norcatur Grain, hesaid, they generally buy
the load and then resell grain or take it tc
their mill and processthegraininto feed.

IN THE SPOOK PARADE Friday afternoon, Reece Dawson Kempt, 2, walked down Main Street (b

Grafel (aboveleft), 13months, rodewithhisfriendsMutsy dressed as a skunk.
and Gavon Uehlin (right), 17 months, in a big wagon.

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

There were witches, prin-
cesses, Care Bearsand evenone
little unicorn marching down
Main Street on Friday for thean-
nual Spook Parade.

Thekids, dressedintheir Hal-
loween costumes, started at the
Decatur County Good Samaritan
Center alittle before 4 p.m. and
walked aroundthehallsshowing
theresidentstheir outfits.

Some had their faces painted,
while otherswore masks. Some
of the costumes were store
bought, while others were
straight fromtheparentsandkids
imaginations, like the little boy
dressed asarace car, with abig
box hanging from hisshoulders.

The kids walked to the south
end of Penn Avenue and then
doubled back with a strategy in
mindtoget themost candy inthe
merchantsannual Trick or Trunk
event. Some headed into the
courthousefirst and otherswent
down the east or west side of the
street. Within 45 minutes to an
hour, they’ d hit all thestoresand
they werefull of chocolate, gum,
candy corn, suckers and other
sweets.

Theholiday isn’tjust for kids,
but children at heart, too. The
Oberlin Business Alliance gave
first placeinits costume contest
to employees at The Bank, who
dressed in grass skirts. Second
wenttotheGood Samaritan Cen-
ter, where everyone dressed up,
andthirdto the courthouse staff,
with the theme of “red hat |a-
dies”

On Sunday, kids and parents

— Herald staff photos by Kimberly Davis

Student
Writes
for pool

A Wichita State University stu-
dent who calls Oberlin home says
she’s entering an essay contest
whichcouldwinher $25,000, which
she plans to give to the city’ s pool
commission.

Danielle Diederich, 21, said she
wrotean essay for an“ideashappen”
contest. Theprizeis$25,000, which
she plans to give to the swimming
pool commission to hire a grant
writer and maybeapool architectto
get theproject moving. Thenameof
her essay is"“ To Swim Admidst the
Drought.”

Anna Shaw, leader of the com-
mission, said the whole thing got
started when Kem Bryan, another
member of the commission, was
poking around on the internet and
found the contest at www.ideas
happen.msn.com. Thesitegavein-
formation about the contest for
peopl e between the ages of 18 and
29. They hadtoenter anessay towin
themoney.

Mrs. Bryancalled Ms. Diederich
about it and shetook it from there.

Mrs. Shaw saidtheessay isinanc
now it isup to the judgesto pick &

got dressed back upto go out trick
or treating. Although theweather-
man saidtherewasathreat of snow

or rain, it didn’'t happen, and the

for candy.
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Later in the evening, streets
kidswere out in numberslooking werequiet and therewereno re-

portsof trouble.
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winner. Shesaid everyonewho has
acomputer canlog ontothewebsite
and vote for awinner. Mrs. Shaw
asked that everyone who can get
online and vote after Thursday,
Nov. 11, when voting opens.

Thisis about a college girl who
hasabig heart and istrying to help
her hometown with something that
isreally important, said Mrs. Shaw.

She said she thinks the winning
essay is chosen by judges but the
online voting plays an important
part.

The pool evaluation has shown
that Oberlinmost likely needsanew
pool, she said. The commission
wantstolook for grant money sothat
thefull pricetag doesn’t haveto be
carried by taxpayers.

Kidsto
honor vas

Schoolsin Decatur County will
honor veterans with programs in
Jennings and Oberlin next Thurs-
day.

InJennings, theprogramwill start
at 10a.m.intheschool gymonV et-
erans Day, Nov. 11. All veterans
fromtheareaand anyonewhowants
to participate are welcome.

In Oberlin, the program starts at
2:30p.m.intheOberlin Elementary
gym. Theschool asksthat all veter-
ans attend. For questions, call the
school officeat (785) 475-2122.

New thisyear, The Oberlin Her-
aldwill printaV eteransDay section
honoring World War |1 veterans.
Thespecial editionwill beinsertec
in next week’ s paper.

Weexpect storieson between 60
to 70 veteranswhose families have
turned in their information.

With the national holiday next
Thursday, thepost office, banksanc
federal, state, county andcity offices
will be closed.

Other closings include Decatur
Co-op, unless farmers are harvest-
ing. Most other businesses will be
open.
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Health group
showsresearch
onasssted living

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Decatur County commissioners
met with their health care commit-
teelast Tuesday to continuediscus-
sionsabout buildinganassistedliv-
ing facility inthearea.

Margee Wilson, Chief Nursing
Officer at Cedar Living Center, said
she went to Whispering Pinesin
Nortonfor atour. Shesaidthey spent
from $1.5 to $2 million to remodel
the 28-unit facility, aformer motel.

The facility is licensed for as-
sisted living, she said, although
there are some peoplewhofall into
that category and someintheinde-
pendent living category. The home
isalmost full.

Thedirector at Whispering Pines
saidit normally takesthreeyearsto
fill that type of facility, but it only
took 16 months in Norton. The
AndbeHome, which providesnurs-
ing care, isalsofull.

Whispering Pines got aloan for
the renovation, said Mrs. Wilson.
Thestaff includeslicensed practical
nurses and aides. There hasto bea
registered nurseon call.

Shesaid sheisgoingtotalk with
someone about getting aloan and
how to get started on the process.

Marcia L ohoefener, manager at
Wheat Ridge Terrace Apartments,
said Norton has other independent
living apartments by the Andbe
Home, and those have been full for
years.

Mrs. Wilsonsaidthey haveapro-
gramat Whispering Pineswherethe
library takesbooksthere every two
weeksand resi dentscan check them
out, then thebooks are rotated.

Janice Shobe, administrator at the
Good Samaritan Center, said shee-
mailed her boss and asked about
building costs. For 12 units, hesaid,
construction only would cost
$900,000. Theentireproject would
cost around $1.2 million.

Commissioner RalphUnger said
the commissioners may send alet-
ter tothe contact personfor theloan

and ask afew questions. Hesaid he
thinks they have enough land to
build something.

Mrs. Lohoefener saidsheworries
that there aretwo nursing facilities
intown that aren’t full.

Y es, said Commissioner Doyle
Brown, but thegroup hasagreedthat
it would probably cost moreto re-
model the existing homes than it
would beto build anew one.

Mrs. Shobesaidthereare46resi-
dentsat Good Samaritan now, with
four vacancies. Cedar Living Cen-
terwasupto 33, said Lynn Doeden,
administrator, but they are now
down to 30 residents, with seven
beds open.

All the apartments at Wheat
Ridge, said Mrs. Lohoefener, are
either full or committedto someone.

If continuing careisn’t offered,
said Mrs. Shobe, then peopleleave
the community and then they don’t
come back.

Mrs. Wilson said she would still
like to go to Hoxie to check out a
facility.

Like Mrs. Lohoefener, said Mr.
Brown, hehassomeconcernsabout
thenursinghomes, but those people
who need to go to assisted living
don’t want to be attached toanurs-
ing home.

Mrs. Lohoefener had madeacall
to someone in the prison system
about helping with their elderly in-
mates. Lynn Doeden, hospital ad-
ministrator, said she called the per-
sonandthey didn’t remember Mrs.
Lohoefener calling.

What about the veterans admin-
istration? asked Mrs. Lohoefener.
Mrs. Shobe said the Good Samari-
tan Center hasanagreementwiththe
government to help if a veteran
needs placement.

Shesaid assistedlivingisanarea
thegroup needstocontinuetoinves-
tigate.

The group decided to wait until
after the holidays to hold its next
meeting.

Y
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AT THEIR NEW OFFICE downton, Lynnand Roberta

Johnson checked out what they had ontheagendafor theday.
— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Davis

Couplemovesbusiness
todowntown office

After 14yearsof running Johnson
Realty out of their home, Lynn and
Roberta Johnson have moved
downtown, fillingupanempty store
front.

The couple purchased the build-
ing at 122 S. Penn from Steve and
Anita Hirsch and moved in at the
beginning of October after putting
in carpet and doing some painting.

Broker RobertaJohnson said the
business has expanded, so they
needed to move out of their home
and into an office.

Although they have 11 people
who are able to sell property, said
Associate Broker Lynn Johnson,
they arestill looking for more.

Thebusinesssellsfarmland, resi-
dential properties, commercial
properties and offers full-service
auction service.

Althoughthey havehadthebusi-
nessfor 14years, thecoupleactually
has 19 yearsof realty serviceunder
their belts.

They worked for five yearswith
Farm and Ranch Realty out of
Colby.

Mrs. Johnson said thebusinessis
openaround8a.m. Monday through
Friday. In the real estate business,
shesaid, they redlly areopenall the
timesincethey forwardtheir office
number tothehome. Sofar, shesaid,
they have also been at the office
Saturday mornings until about
noon. They are available on week-
ends by appointment.

Thebusinessnumberis785-475-
2785 and the home number is 785-
475-3242.

Thecouplehastwodaughtersand
four grandkids: Jay and Shelli Fortin
of Oberlin and their sons, Josh and
Jacob, and Terry and Sherri Ramsey
of Arkansas City and their two,
Bryson and Bryanna.

Mrs. Johnsonwasbornandraised
inOberlin. Mr. Johnsonmoved here
whenhewas7.Bothgraduatedfrom
Decatur Community High Schooal.

Other salespeopleare Jacqueline
V otapka, David Juenemann, Roger
Emigh, Shirley Simpson, Joe D.
Green, Randy Ostmeyer, Michael
Wilson and Jerry and Marcia Lo-
hoefener.
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office, Marvin May got a ballot to vote early on Monday

* Voter scomeout earlytoavoid ssorm

(Continued from Page 1A)
what to expect at thepolling places,
new rulesand what everyoneisdo-
ing. Thecounty hasbetween 75and
80workersforthegeneral election,
she said. Most of them have been
doing thework for sometime now.
Thereareafew men, butitismostly
women.

She said they did ask some new
peopleto helpthisyear. For thepri-
mary election, she said, they had
high school helpers, but they are
back in school.

Theworkersget an hourly wage,
said Mrs. Horn, for the one day of
service. They start at 6 am. count-
ing ballotsand folding them.

Although the ballots are made
ahead of time by the clerk’ soffice,
they don’t actually get folded until
election day. Workers will put a
number on each ballot as a person
comesinto vote.

Mrs. Hornsaid theofficegetsthe
format for theballot fromthesecre-
tary of state’ soffice, but theballots
can't beprinted until they are certi-

WITH THE HEL P of Colleen Geishler atthecounty clerk’s morning in the Decatur County clerk’ soffice.

— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Davis

fied. That certification didn’t hap-
pen until Oct. 10, three weeks ago.

Shesaidthey needtohaveenough
ballots for every registered voter,
although not all of themwill vote.

A list isrun to show how many
ball otsareneeded. Thepaper ballots
arepackaged in groups of 25, 50 or
100. For example, if one polling
placehas756 registeredvoters, said
Mrs. Horn, they would send 750
ballots.

In the past. the ballots were
printed by alocal business, but re-

cently they decided to makethebal -
lotsintheofficeonthecomputer and
printer.

Mrs. Horn said she wasn’t sure
why theadvancevotingwasup. The
talk of snow may haveplayed apart
init, she said, but also some voters
thought if they voted early they
wouldn’t haveto useamachineun-
der new federal regulations. There
won’t be any machines used this
year in Decatur County to vote, but
somepeopledidn’tknow for sureif
the election process had changed.

* Candidatesraise, yoend moneyfor race

(Continued from Page 1A)
contributionsfrombusinessgroups
and political action committees.

Contributionsof $1,000 werere-
ceivedfrom Southwest ProHomeof
Wichita, Prairie Bank Potawatomi
Nation, the Kansas Republican
Senatorial Committee and Kansas
Farm Bureau V ote Fund.

Other contributions of notewere
$800fromtheBoeing Co., Wichita,
$250 Raytheon Aircraft Holdings,
Wichita, $250 Kansas Agri Busi-
ness Council, Topeka, $250 Pfizer

Inc, Overland Park, $250 Koch In-
dustries, Wichita, $250 Occidental
Oil and Gas, Sacramento, Calif.,
$250 KansasMotor Carriers Truck
political actioncommittee, Topeka,
$250 Kansas Chamber of Com-
merceand Industry political action
committee, Topeka, $250 El Paso
Energy Service, Houston, $250
Kansas Medical Society political
action committee, Topeka, $250
BlueCrossBlueSchield of Kansas,
Topeka, $500 Kansas Livestock
Association political action com-

County agreesto pay
mileagefor volunteers

The Decatur County commis-
sioners agreed last Tuesday to pay
out-of-town volunteer emergency
medical technicians mileage when
they are called to Oberlin to take a
call or atransport.

Afterafive-minuteclosed session
for non-elected personnel with
Ambulance Director Patrick
Pomeroy, the decision was made.

Thecounty will pay thestaterate,
currently 37.5 cents.

Mr. Pomeroy saidhehasonly one
person, ChrisK oerperich, leftinthe
first responder class. A first re-
sponder/emergency medical techni-
cian bridge class was supposed to
start last Tuesday and he said he
thought they would have seven stu-
dents.

The ambulance service, he said,
planned to hold a fund raiser on
Halloween at the Golden Age Cen-
ter.

Busnessestobeon tour

Theannual Businessto Business
tour sponsored by the Decatur
County Area Chamber of Com-
merce and the Oberlin Business
Alliance will begin 4 p.m. on Sun-
day, Nov. 14.

Theidea of the tour isto allow
business owners, employees and
shoppers achanceto seewhat’sin
the storesin Oberlin.

Thetour will start at the Chamber
office. It costs$8 per person, which
pays for soup, sandwich, pieand a
beverageat theLandMark Inn after
thetour.

Thereisnofeetoincludeabusi-
nessonthetour. Contact the Cham-
ber at 475-3441if you' reinterested
in having a business on the tour or
attending it by next Wednesday.

Cente gatsgrant for kids

The Northwest Kansas Educa-
tional Center has been awarded a
grantthroughtheWorkforcelnvest-
ment Actto assist youthsin achiev-
ing educational and/or employment
goals.

Y outhages14-21 may quaify for
the program. It offers a number of
services which may benefit youth
including: counseling, mentoring,
support services, paid work experi-

Offices in
Phoenix &
Tucson
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Urgent news for people who took

VIOX X

Many VIOXX, users suffered strokes, heart attacks, heart
failure, chest pains, blood clots, serious bleeding and even
death. If you or a loved one took VIOXXe and had any of
these problems, call us now toll free at 1-800-THE-EAGLE
for a free consultation. We practice law only in Arizona,
but associate with lawyers throughout the U.S.

GOLDBERG & OSBORNE
1-800-THE-EAGLE
(1-800-84.3-324.5)
www. 1800theeagle.com

ence, tutoring, assistance in com-
pleting the General Education De-
gree/dternativeschool assessment,
training, summer work experience
and guidance.

Y outh who are having difficulty
obtai ning employment or compl et-
ing an educational program may
benefit from services through the
grant. Contact Judy Taylor or Misty
Mildenberger at (785) 672-3125.

mittee, Topeka, $250 Sprint State
political actioncommittee, Topeka,
$250 Kansas Hospital Association
political actioncommittee, Topeka,
$500K ansasChiropractic Associa
tion, Topeka, $350 Kansas | nsur-
ance Agents political action com-
mittee, Topeka, $500National Rifle
Association Palitical Victory Fund,
Fairfax, Va., $500, KansasContrac-
tors Association political action
committee, Topeka, $500 Pioneer
Communications, Ulysses, R.J.
Reynolds Tobacco Co., Topeka,
$250 Harrah's Entertainment, Las
Vegas, and $500 SBC Kansas, To-
peka.

Mr. Peterson reported a balance
of $1,168 asof Monday. Hislargest
contributions came from Kristine
Polansky, aTopekalawyer, $2,000,
First District Democrats$500, Kan-
sasNational Education Association
political action committee $1,000,
Laverne Y oungquist, Rock Island,
1. $1,100, Stephen J. Irsik Jr.,
Ingalls, $1,000, and Billie Flora,
Quinter, $250.

Mr. Peterson listed 83 contribu-

torsfor an average of $190 per per-
son, and Ostmeyer listed 72 con-
tributorsfor an average of $236 per
person.

Both candidates were putting fi-
nal pushesonthisweekend, andsaid
they expected a good turnout on
Tuesday.

In the final days of the primary
campaign, Mr. Rasure receiveo
$1,000 from Pioneer CV, Oakley,
Keller RV, Oakley, Kansas Live-
stock Association political action
committee, First National
Bancshares of Goodland, Brends
M cCantsof Goodland, and Pioneer
Communications of Ulysses.

Contributionsof $500toMr. Ra-
surewerereceived from Phil Ruffin,
Wichita, Warrenand Carol Weibert,
Oberlin, Upland Park, L.C., Long
Island, Steven Cox Associates,
Long Island, Cynthia Strnad of
Goodland, Kansas Quarter Horse
Racing Association, Eureka, Re-
sponsible Republicans of Kansas,
Shawnee Mission, Christopher
Goebel, Wichita, and Kansas Rac-
ing, Kansas City, Kansas.
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