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Whosayswe relosng
thewar onterrorism?

Arewewinning thewar onterror?
Or are we letting Ossama bin Laden get

away?

Chargesand counterchargesfly in debates,
ontheradio, in columnsand editorials.

Thetruthisharder to comeby.

Whileno onewould arguethat thethreat of
terrorism has gone away, al-Qaida has not
mounted any seriousattacksonU.S. interests

in recent months.

Even the Democrats agree that President
Bushdidtheright thing when heinvaded Af-
ghanistan, drove out theinsane Taliban gov-
ernment and liberated its people.

Afghanistan isno longer abase for terror-
ism. Thecampsaregone, thesupport basethat
bin L aden depended on now denied him.

Did bin Laden“get away.”

Maybe. Wehaven'tarrestedhim, and hestill
sends out the occasional rant on tape.

Most people believe he’ s holed up in the
lawless fringe of Pakistan, where American
troops cannot go without losing one of our
most important Muslimallies.

Y ou know therearealot of people— from
the military to the CIA to many of our allies
— looking for him. Some day, if he's alive,
he'll be found. The $25 million reward will

prove much too tempting.

Meantime, hiseffectivenessasleader of al-
Qaidais nil. He has abandoned radio and
I nternet communi cations, usingonly couriers
with multiple cutouts. It may take weeksfor

And over thelast three years, we' vekilled
or captured many of histop lieutenants. Al-
Qaidaain’t what isused to be.

Thewar inlrag, in astrange sort of way, is
hel ping towinthewar onterrorism. If terror-
istsare”flowing acrosstheborder” tofightin
Iraq, they’ renot blowing up embassiesin Af-
ricaor buildingsinNew Y ork.

Andin Irag, we're killing these “foreign
fighters’ by the hundreds.

Wehaven' t found any weaponsof massde-
struction— and what that saysabout not just
our intelligence services, but everyone's, is
disturbing. But we may well be winning the
war by drawingterroristsoutintheopenwhere
we can shoot them, round them up or keep
them too busy to blow thingsup.
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Clotheq ust maglcallyappear

Clothes multiply if you don’t
keep acloseeyeonthem.

OnSunday, | decidedtocleanout
my closets. It wasn’t going to be
anything so desperate as pulling
stuff out and actually sweeping the

Open Season

Americans are famous for our impatience.

expected.

possible.

hiscommandsto moveafew miles.

Wewant results, and wewant them now. We
tendtothink that our government candowhat-
ever wewant it to, and doit right away.

That kind of resolution hasescaped ussofar
in the war on terrorism, but that’ s only to be

After the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, President
Bushwarned usthat thiswould beal ong, dan-
gerous and difficult fight. Hedidn't promise
aquick victory,

because heknew that wasn’t

Still, if wehaven’ twonthiswar, we' vecer-
tainly won some battles. We've also made
some mistakes.

Only timewill tell therest.

—SeveHaynes

Outdoor plantspretty Ingde

That“ snap” intheairismorethan
brisk fall air.

Winterisontheway. Thismorn-
ing, the Weather Channel showed
snow fallinginColorado. It’ sdoubt-
ful it will makeit thisfar, but when
our westerly neighbors get it, we
can't befar behind.

| know it’ salmost winter because
the lobby at my officeisfilling up
withtheempl oyee' soutdoor potted
plants. It’ salarge, sunny roomwith
the west wall made almost entirely
of glass. It makes a perfect green-
house.

We have some real “green
thumbs” in this office. Geraniums
spilling over hugepotsadd asplash
of color all winter. Theivy isgoing
wild and my big aloe veraplant is
lovingitsnew spot. | justwish | had
away to get my big yard cart with
portulacaandbaby’ sbreathintothe
lobby. It would take asmall trailer
tobringitin,and| don’tthink | dare
ask Jimtodothat.

—ob—

| don’t mean to frighten anyone,
but Christmasisjust 54 days away
as of thiswriting. | thought wejust
packed away Christmas stuff afew
weeksago. Andhereitisagain. One
columnist wrote about catalogs a
fewweeksago. Sheand | mustbeon
thesamemailinglistsbecausel, too,
have been inundated with catal ogs.
I'll know it’ s officially the holiday
season when | receive my Figi’'s
catalog with the “it’s your last
chancetoorder” sticker onthefront.

—ob—

My granddaughter Alexandriais
sportinganew pair of glasses. Bifo-
cals. Canyoubelieveit?She sonly
9. Her mother said she putsthemon
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first thing in the morning and
doesn’ t takethem off until shegoes
tobedat night. Thedoctor hopesthat
the prescription plus a regimen of
eye exercises will improve her vi-
siontothepoint that shewon’t need
glasses at all. Styles are so cute
nowadays, though, and kids don’t
mindwearingthemat all.

Which brings to mind my first
pair of glasses. Theyear was 1962,
| was a sophomore in high school
and | hadto haveapair of thosehor-
rible black bat-wing, gold-at-the-
corner glasses. Whatever possessed
ustothink they looked good?

But that was the style, for both
boysandgirls. Well,theboysdidn’t
wear thecat-eyekind of frames, but
theirswerejust asbad.

—ob—

| have had the most amazing
week. It hasbeen my honor tointer-
view several WorldWar || veterans
in preparation for aspecial edition
before Veterans Day on Nov. 11.
Therecurringthemesamongst these
men were modesty, commitment
and patriotism.

“Wedidwhat wehadtodo,” isthe
phrasel heard over and over.

Almost 60 years have passed
sincetheend of that war. Datesand
names have faded for some but

memoriesof friends, livingandlost,
aretill vivid.

Atten—tion! Gentlemen, | salute
you.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

Through wisdom is an
house builded; and by under-
standingitisestablished: And
by knowledgeshall thecham-
bersbefilledwithall precious
and pleasant riches. Proverbs
24:3,4

ByCynthiaHaynes

chaynes@nwkansas.com

floor or anything likethat.
No, I justwantedto put somewin-
ter clothes in my main closet and
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move some of the summer stuff to
theauxiliary closet.

Havinganauxiliary closet sounds
better than saying I’ m storing stuff
in the kid’s room. Since youngest
daughter moved out eight yearsago,
I’ve been slowing sneaking stuff
into her closet.

None of the closetsin this house
isbig. If | stood in our closet or in
those of the rooms our son and
daughter occupied, | couldtouchall
four walls without fully extending
my arms. Steve and | haveto share
our closet, and luckily, it’ sthe big-
gest.

Since his wardrobe consists of
two suits and half a dozen sport
coats, plusslacksand short-sleeved
shirtsforthesummer andslacksand
long-deeved shirtsfor thewinter, he
doesn’t need quiteasmuch spaceas
| do.

While my wardrobeisnot as ex-
tensiveassomel’ veseen, | doneed
the necessities — long skirts, me-
dium-length skirts, short skirts,
long-sleeved tops, short-sleeved
tops, sleeveless tops, short dressy
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dresses, long dressy dresses, short
casual dresses, long casual dresses,
suits, slacks, jackets and accesso-
ries. And those are my winter
clothes.

| also need al of the above plus
swimsuitsand shortsfor summer. |
don’tdofall and spring. | wear what-
ever seems best from the summer
and winter wardrobes, and usually
end up beingtoo hot ortoo cold half-
way through theday.

Sinceit wasthelast day of Octo-
ber, Sunday seemedlikeagoodtime
to move summer into daughter’s
closet and winter back into mine. |
couldn’tquitefigureout fromwhere
all those short-sleeved shirtscame.
| don’tremember someof them, and
I"'msurel didn’'t wear half of those
thissummer. They really must have
been hiding back there, multiplying
likemold on aloaf of bread.

Thenl realizedthat thefloor of the
closetwascoveredwithclothes.I'm
not sure how long thingshave been
moving off their hangersandtaking

up residence down there. | guess |
haven’t been looking down often
enough.

Some of the stuff had fallen off
their hangers. Thosel either rehung
or threw down the laundry chutetc
berewashed. (Anythingonthefloor
is destined to pick up alot of cat
hair).

But, what about the pile of neatly
folded dlacks, which |’ d never seen
before in my life? Is some slacks
fairy sneakingintomy house?Did|
buy fivepairsof dlacksat sometime
and put them on the floor? Did the
mothsbring back the sweatersthey
ate last year and resew them intc
dacks?Oraml justlosingmy mind?

With these thoughts in mind, |
decided that |1 had done enough
clothesmovingfor oneday andwent
off to take a nap with the blanket |
found hiding behind the slacks.

EDITOR’S NOTE: | know
wher e she got those slacks, and if
she' snicetome, | maytell her. Itwas
only a coupleof yearsago.

Lateweekend weather perfect

M aybe it'll snow, but the week-
endwasjust about perfect.

Saturday was for relaxing. |
caught up on reading and took the
dogfor aride. Shelikesthat.

Cynthiawent to the officeto sort
out her desk. Sorting out her desk on
Saturday isrelaxation for Cynthia.

OK, | wasreading office memos
and press association bulletins. It
wasmorerelaxingthanactual work.

Intheevening, wewent outtothe
valley towalk. Itwaswarm enough
for short sleeves, at least when we
started.

Alongthecreek, most of thetrees
havelong shed their leaves, except
for thebig cottonwoods. They'rein
full glory todightly pasttheir prime,
brightyellowwithagreenunderlay.

In the golden light of late after-
noon, they seemtocatchfire. There
were some clouds, but the sun
dipped below them, and sent golden
raysout to kissthe bluffsalong the
Sappa.

Who caresif therest of theleaves
aregone?

We grilled a T-bone for dinner
and went to bed with the window
open. Itwaslikespring.

Sunday, we strolled to church,
then walked to the grocery for let-

AlongtheSappa

schaynes@nwkanws.com)

By SteveHaynes

tuce. It was cooler, but the day
warmed up fast.

Sunday isyardwork day and copy
editing day for me. For Cynthia, it
ismostly sportsday.

After lunch, weturnedtotheyard
andgarden. | mowed, mostly leaves,
but it's al mulch. Cynthia raked,
clipped and cleaned. Shewanted to
gettheleavesup aong thecurband
around the steps.

Of course, sherakedthemall out
for meto mow up. Shegot theclip-
pingsspread out onthegarden after
sherounded up and bagged the zuc-
chini vines. She found one little
squash still growing.

We picked tomatoes, knowing
that thekilling frost washard onour
heels. Halloween isn't bad for the
last harvest, though, and we have
three boxes of fruit to ripen this
month.

It was another beautiful day tc
walk, and we went back to the val-
ley. Thecloudsontheleading edge
of abiglow systemweremoving off
totheeast, and the sun back lighteo
the remaining cottonwoods.

Thedoglovesitwhenwewalkin
the valley, because there are sc
many birds. She loves birds, all
kinds of birds. She'll chase adove
for aquarter mile.

We felt lucky to have two eve-
ningsout inthevalley. Ontheway
back, Anniewent onpoint, andthere
wasseriouscluckinginthecornfield
next totheroad.

Wewatched asfirst one, thenan-
other hen pheasant burst out of the
corn. Last cametherooster, an easy
going-away shot if only the season
wason.

Maybe the dog will amount tc
something after all.

Entertainment rated asfirs class
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

Our hatsare off to the Southwest
Nebraska Community Theatre and
the Oberlin Arts and Humanities
Commissionfor bringing “ Arsenic
and Old Lace” to the Morgan The-
atrelast Saturday.

It was first-class entertainment
for acapacity crowd. Thesetdesign

was outstanding and the acting su-
perb.

We are indeed fortunate to have
so much talent in the areaand such

agreat facility inwhichto perform.
Kay Marcuson
Oberlin

Honor Roll

Welcome and thanksto thesere-
cent subscribersto TheOberlinHer-
ald:

Thomas Cooper, San Diego, Ca
lif.; Mrs. Regina Henrickson, A-
drian, Mo.; Linda Forgue, Rich-
mond, Texas, Rex McGowne, San
Angelo, Texas; Heidi LaBash,
Cambridge, Mass.; Marjorie Non-
dorf, Bellaire, Texas; LynnTemple,
Aransas Pass, Texas; Bill Mrstik,
Milwaukee, Wis.; Merald Van
Vleet, Waverly, Mo.; Mitzi Dotson,

Phoenix, Ariz.; Bruce Rahe, Las
Vegas, Nev.; Shelly Ahrens, Dallas,
Texas; Dorothy Graham, Fresno,
Calif.; Wayne Herzog, Citrus
Heights, Cdlif.; Mr.and Mrs. Craig
Lampe, Garland, Texas; Mary
Hupka, Punta Gorda, Fla.; Mrs.
W.F.EiswerthJr., Riverside, Calif ;
E.P. Gardner, Mount Vernon, Tex-
as, Willard Shaw, PennValley, Ca
lif.; Dean Knutson, Council Bluffs,
lowa; Mrs. G.L. Ankenman, Fed-
eral Way, Calif.; E.R. Shaw, Au-

burn, Calif.;

Colorado: Lucille Barenberg,
LindaBunney, Jeff Martin, Aurora;
Margaret Schomburg, Mary Grone-
weg, Lakewood; Delores Troester,
Englewood; Duane Waldo, Man-
itou Springs; Dean Alexander,
GeraldLawson, Centennial; Benton
Banchor, Denver; Darcel Roberts,
Colorado Springs; Cynthia Peter-
son, Idaho Springs; Lester L. Will-
iams, Lela Huff, Northglenn; Pam
Banta, Woodland Park.



