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Newsletters kept servicemen
up to date on hometown news

By MARY LOU OL SON

Decatur County menandwomen
who served in World War 11 kept
abreast of the happenings at home
through theeffortsof Marian Cath-
cart, whocompiledamonthly news-
|etter that was mailed all over the
world.

She was secretary at Decatur
Community High School from
1925-1944. Postagewaspaid by the
school and at onetime, she mailed
newsl ettersto over 600 servicemen
and women.

Miss Cathcart, who was an aunt
of Ethel Rail shack and Joy V otapka
of Oberlin, spentthelast Sunday of
each month typing up the letter,
which was then mimeographed.
After she left the school in 1944,
Laurene (Shaw) Bryan, who work-
edat TheOberlinHerald, took over
the job of writing and mailing the
newsl etter until theend of thewar.

A story in TheOberlinHeraldin
April 1942 told of the beginning of
the project.

“A monthly mimeographed
newsl etter to the boys in military
serviceis being planned by the of -
fice of the Decatur Community
High School,” the paper reported.
“It will be edited by Miss Marian
Cathcart.

“Thedateof issuewill bethe 10th
of each month. If this newsletter is
to beasuccess, theremust beassis-
tance from the families of boysin
service by furnishing the correct
mailing addresses.”

The goal wasto furnish “News
about you and your friends, about
Decatur Community High School
and Decatur County.” Miss Cath-
cart said in astory published later
that the publication started soon af -
ter the tornado which struck near
Oberlininthespring of 1942, oneof
the largest to ever hit Kansas. She
said that Blackie Lindquist, who
was in the army, wrote the school
office for information about the
storm.

“Blackiehad spentalot of timein
the office when he was in school,”
she laughed, “and we were always
glad to hear from him.”

Soontherewereother requestsfor
information from servicemen, and
it became easier to mimeograph a
letter using a sheet of legal-sized
exam paper.

Duringthemonth, MissCathcart
saved clippings from The Herald,
used informatiion received from
servicemen and women, jotted
downnotesof general interest about
happenings at the school and in
Oberlin and Decatur county, and
newsof former students.

Thelast Sunday of themonth, she
spent much of the day at the school
office compiling the newsl etters.

“Itwasn’taprofessional job,” she
said later, “just put together as best
| could to save space. All too often
therewasbad news—aserviceman
missinginactionorkilled, butithad
to beincluded in the best way pos-
sible, and that wasdifficult.”

Y earslater, shesaid shecouldre-
member many of those former stu-
dentswhofailedtoreturnfrommili-
tary service.

Overseas addresses were not in-

cludedintheletter for security rea-
sons, only general areas, but the
newsl etter enabled many tokeepin
touch.

MissCathcart kept thelettersshe
received from servicemen, aswell
ascopiesof thoseshewrote, and all
wereencapsulated by thelate Sandy
Russell at thel ast Indian Raid Mu-
seumin Oberlin,

As atributeto her, thefamily of
her brother, Shirley D. Cathcart,
purchased a file cabinet in his
memory, which containsall of this
information, and donated it to the
museum. Itislocated with themili-
tary display fromsevera warsat the
museum.

Hereare afew excerptsfromthe
first newsdletter:

Decatur Newsletter for theboys
inMilitary service.
V.l,Issuel. May 10, 1942
Edited and compiled by Marian
E. Cathcart, Oberlin, Kansas.
The yellow paper isto give you
that“backat D.C.H.S.” feeling.” ...
RaymondWurmisemployedinthe
SantaMonica, Calif. DouglassAir-
craft Co. It was an interesting visit
withBardClaar ... hetellsmethere
are three lines of work within the
maritime service: deck, engineer,
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and steward. Deck was chosen by
L otker who now has the rating of
Coxswain. Thisisthe phase, with
further training, that can end in an
officer’s rating. Bard chose the
steward lineand hisrating isthat of
secondcook ... LorraineLoveisan
assistant dietitianin oneof the state
ingtitutionslocatedinLincoln, Il ...
Carol Stevenson was elected to
Mortar Board at Kansas State ...
Clarence Manning has been trans-

ferredtothetruck divisionat Camp
Wolters ... Tech. Serg. Harold
Nitcher writes concerning Camp
Chaffee, Arkansas: “ Thiscampisan
entirely new one and athough not
complete has around 10,000 sol-
diershere now ... Virgil Cathcart
reported after hisfirst rifle range
practice, “1 not only missed the
bullseye, | very nearly missed the
target.” ... Bill Pryor istaking auto
motor training at Camp Crowder ...

Wagner Ford - Montego
6x41/2
obh/adv

Ad sent

to GDN

Dale Thornburg haswired his par-
ents, “ Ship sunk by underwater ex-
plosion. | was rescued and unin-
jured.” ... Arthur and Vivian
Landau-Dowling were recent visi-
tors, their home isin Amarillo,
Texas. Sheis one of the prettiest
girlsl ever havehadtheprivilegeof
seeing.

Jack Hendrix was glimpsed re-
cently climbing aboardtheZephyr.
It islaw school at Nebraska next
year, your Uncle Samuel willing ...
How theschool will missMissDou-
glas next year. She announced her
retirement fromtheschoolroomre-
cently at a party featuring a cake
with 24 candles for the years spent
asaninstructorinD.C.H.S., butshe
will be about and interested as al-
waysin her former students ... We
arehopingtohaveL t. Col. Harwood
Benton as our chief speaker at the
Alumni Banqguet ... Alex Francisis
located at Stamford, Texaswherehe
assistswithphysical educationatthe
Stamford Flying School... Gloria
Benton shared honors with the
cherry blossomsonthefront pageof
arecent Washington Post ... Noted
amongthevisiting collegestudents
at Easter timewere: Lefty Van Pelt
from Salina, Darrell Landau, Joe
Ridgway and Von Kirkendall of

Manhattan, GustaveL ippel mann of
the K.U. law school, Alice Beards-
ley and MarianHawkesof Colorado
Women'sCollege... DennisFraker
isthenewwrestling captain. ... Add
Dale Carlisle to the Great L akes
Naval Training Center ... ClaxtonR.
Bryanislocated at Salt L ake City,
whilethenaval baseat Norfolk, Vir-
ginia, claims Dean Hinze, Don
Everist, and Don Claussen. Ray-
mond Hagueisright at homein San
Diego since the naval training
camps he has occupied have been
named Camp Mahan, Camp De-
catur, and Camp Kidd ... Pete
Everistwritesconcerningthetrain-
ing he and Don Claussen are shar-
ing, “Naval constructionisoperated
under navy rules and regulations.
During the three weeks we were at
Great Lakeswewereformedinto e
company and most of usarestill to-
gether here (Norfolk, Virginia).

Harold Rehm islocated at Fort
Devensnear Boston. Heishoping
heand Harry Brown see each other
... Married recently were Cletus
Kelly and HerthaFuhr ... Tenmen
left the8thfor medica examination.
They wereLawrence Urban, Louis
Tuxhorn, LeRoy Linn, Kenneth
Schmoker, Charles Corcoran,
Harold Graves, Lloyd Corcoran,
Everett Adamson, DaleMcConnell,
and JohnMazanek, Jr. ... Mrs. Don
Claussen (Genola Waldo) left last
nighttojoinher husbandinVirginia
Addthesetoyour list of marriages:
Norman Bainter and Dorothy
Counter; NormaDodsonand Allen
Richards; Ermal oganand Gustave
Lippelmann; Leora Leist and
George Sines; Harold Brown anc
Doris Willcoxon. Dorothy Diehl
and Harold Chambers; Helen L.
Johnson and Dale Johnson; Margie
Bogart and James Plotts... Chiz
Ruzicka holdstheleaguerecordin
themile.

Thisfrom Dorothy Kelley’ scol-
umn, “ Sometimesthereseemsto be
no suitable wordsin the dictionary
with which to express ourselves.
When some important event takes
place, wordsseem so powerful; itis
easy to find just the exact wordstc
describe that event, to make the
reaer see what we see. But oncein
eachman'’ slifetimesuchastunning
thingwill occur astomakeitimpos-
sible of description; impossible al-
most of realizing that it has truly
happened evenafter wehaveseenit
for ourselves. Suchanevent wasthe
tornadoof 1942, asitwill betoldanc
retold for many, many years to
come.” ... CommencementisThurs-
day evening. The 111 seniors con-
stitute the largest class we have
graduated... The many letters,
cards, and callsby mothersinregarc
to this newsl etter have been appre-
ciated.

Adios!

The only letter missing at the
museumfromMissCathcartisJune
1942. If anyone has a copy, the
World War |1 |etters are posted on
the Internet by the museum at sky-
ways.lib.ks.us/genweb/decatur/
index.html and a copy may be sent
there or mailed to the museum, 258
S. Penn, Oberlin, Kan., 67749.



