Council wantscounty
tomakerepair proposal

City council members seemed a
little miffed Thursday that the
county wasaskingfor money tohelp
repavetheparking areasouth of the
courthouse on Hall Street without
going through the regular budget
process.

The council agreed to put off a
decision until the commissioners
either cameandtalkedwiththem, or
at least made aformal proposal. In
any event, members noted, there's
no money in the budget for the
$4,000 to $5,000 city share of the
job.

City Administrator Gary Shike
brought the issue up, saying that
courthousemai ntenance supervisor
Bob Berlshad called him about the
pavement.

Hesaid hetold Mr. Berlsthat the
city isresponsiblefor the curb and
gutter, and the property owner has
to pay for any work past that.

L ater, after county commission-
ers met, he said, Mr. Berls called
againand proposedthat thecity pay
for the gutter and the county would
foot therest of the$15,000bill. Mr.
Shike said he told him the city’s
sharewoul d be$4,000, but council-
men noted that published accounts
of thecounty meeting put thefigure
at $5,000.

Mr. Shike said they figured the
divisionat threefeet for thecity and

Council
Roundup

At a meeting Thursday, the
Oberlin City Council:

« Putoffdiscussion of arequest
tohelpthe county repave the park-
ing area south of the courthouse
untilcommissioners make amore
formal proposal. Story to left.

* Heard a report from Anna
Shaw of the Pool Commission on
prospects for a new pool and dif-
ferences in cost between indoor
and outdoor pools. Story on Page
1A.

+ Learned that Halloween had
been peaceful and the police de-
partment had been busy last
month. Story below.

« Hired a local contractor to re-
place the roof on the library witha
peaked steel roof. Story below.

+ Discussed changing the farm-
landlease at Sappa Parktoacash
rent and also removing some
fences atthe park. Story to come.

sixforthecounty, withthecity pick-

ing up about athird of the cost.
Councilman Joe Stanley asked if

there was any money in the street

repair fund.

Mr. Shike said there was, but
Foreman Dan Castlewantsto useit
for repairs on North Wilson and to
rebuild theintersection at Hall and
Beaver.

“What' sthe status of ‘our’ three
feet?’ acouncilmanasked. “ Doesit
needto berepaired?’

Mr. Shikesaid it wasn't too bad,
but there were some bad spots.

Councilman Jay Andersonasked
how the commissioners could be
cominginat thislatedateto ask for
money.

“1"m surethey would understand
in times of tight budgets that we
need to know in advance,” hesaid.

Councilman Stan McEvoy said
thethought thecity shouldhel pwith
therepairs, but wondered about the
budget.

Members noted that next year's
budget has been set also.

“1 guess we need a formal pro-
posal from them so we know what
we're getting into,” said Council-
man Joe Stanley.

“Otherwise, we' reguessing.”

“Canwehavesomebody inif they
wanttotalk withus?’ Mr. Anderson
asked.

Thecouncil leftitthere, suggest-
ing that Mr. Shike ask the county
what they want to do next.

Policereport quiet Halloween

PoliceChief WadeL ockhart told
the City Council on Thursday that
Halloween had been quiet and or-
derly.

Havingitonaschool night helps,
hesaid.

The chief reported that his offic-
ers handled 17 criminal reports,
mostly bad checks, and four traffic
accidents.

They had 115 hours of overtime
between the two patrolmen. The
municipal court collected $590 in
fines.

He said the department had re-
ceivedfour portableradiosandthree
mobileradiosforitscarsfromafed-
eral grant applied for by the county
Emergency Preparedness agency
through the Department of Home-
land Security.

They have been approved by the
state for a $2,957 federal grant
which will be used to buy new bal-
listicvestsfor theofficersandthree
programmablescannersforthecars,
so officers can listen to other agen-
ciessuch asthe Highway Patrol.

“1t’ sacost-effectiveway of com-
municating,” hesaid, notingthat the
officerscan’ ttalk ontheother chan-
nels, but they can hear them, andthe
trooperscan hear thecity frequency.
They canhaveatwo-way conversa-
tion that way, hesaid.

A patrol car orderedin Augustis

inproduction, headded, but thereis
noword onwhen it might be deliv-
ered.

In other business, the council :

» Approved the appointment of
LaVernBurtis, maintenancesuper-
visor at the Good Samaritan Center,
toathree-year termontheHousing
Standards Board.

« Paid billstotaling $14,400.

» Gavetheadministrator approval
topay anew city treasurer $8.50 per
hour. Mr. Shike said he has inter-
viewed several candidates. The
motion passed 4-1 with Stan
McEvoy votingno; “ | haven’tvoted
noinawhile,” hesaid.

Mr. Shikesaidhehad hiredKaren
Larson, andshewouldstart Nov. 15.

* Agreed to pay Christmas bo-
nuses of $250 to full-time employ-
eesand $100to part-timeworkersin
Oberlin Business Alliance Santa
Bucks, which have to be spent in
town.

* Heard that a contractor, Van's
Tree Service, will be helping the
electrical crew with tree trimming
around town.

Mr. Shike said they would spray
cut ends with a chemical to retard
growth, and hope to get 3-5 years
fromthejaob.

* Heard that Mr. Shike had been
to the Kansas Municipal Energy
Agency’s annual meeting and to a

regional meetingin Atwood put on
the state Department of Transpor-
tation.

He said the highway department
was under orders to work more
closely with communities, and he
thought he got a hearing on some
problemsthey’ vehad withmowing
responsibilitiesin town.

He said the state was saying the
city shoulddoit, butthey don’thave
theright equipment for steepbanks.

* Noted that the administrator
would be doing employee evalua-
tionsthismonth.

* Reviewed areport fromthefed-
eral Rural Development Adminis-
trationthat saidthecity’ swater rates
are adequate to pay off debts and
maintain the system.

» Heard Councilman Anderson
bring up several issues, including
the need to plane down high-
crowned streets built up over the
years by the sealing program.

He said people should know that
Elmer and DeloresZodrow arestill
theanimal control officersuntil the
city finds someone else. Mr. Shike
said they advertised, but no one
wanted thejob.

* Agreed to have Mr. Shike ook
for clean-up-after-your dog signsor
aternativesto post at City Park af -
ter Mr. Anderson raised the issue

again.
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AT THE GRADE SCHOOL Frid

joyed cookieswith their classmates. Michelle Russ (bel ow) picked out acookiefroma
box held by counselor Sheila Jansonius. The students were being rewarded for the box
topsthey collected for the school.

ay, Hope McBride and Shawn Cressler (above) en-

— Herald staff photo by Cynthia Haynes

Students
collecttops

With the help of families and
friends, students at Oberlin El-
ementary School havecollected
4,380 General Mills box tops
since the beginning of school,
earning the school $438.

Some schools have used the
money to buy playground equip-
ment, said Abby Hissong, a
member of Support Our Schools.

Two classestied for the most
tops brought, Carol Wasson’s
third grade and Kathy Tacha's
second grade. Those students
each received a special cookie
and asoda. Theteachersgot $25
tospendintheir classroom.

All the students received a
cookie made by DonnaFortin.

The school is still collecting
theboxtops, athoughthecompe-
titionisover.

Citytoreplaceflat libraryroof

By STEVEHAYNES

TheOberlin City Council agreed
Thursday to havealocal contractor
replacetheflat roof onthe City Li-
brary withanew trussroof anchored
totheexistingwalls.

Kevin Brown of Sappa Valley
Constructionbid $21,909toreplace
theroof withaWick steel roof over
wood trusses to allow for better

Alllancewantsbusnessesto decor atewindows

TheOberlinBusinessAllianceis
urging all businessesto participate
inawindow-decorating contest for
the holidays.

All businesses, on and off Main
Street, are eligible. There are no
rules. The group is asking busi-
nesses to decorate windows and
spaces around their businesses.

Customers can vote on the deco-
rations at the Oberlin Lions Club
soup supper on Friday, Nov. 26,

which will probably be held at the
Golden Age Center.

Thewinningbusinesswill get $25
off membershiptothealliance.

The group is gearing up for the
holiday season, and taking entries
for the annual light parade on Fri-
day, Nov. 26.

The parade’ sthemeis “Ho-Ho-
Here We Go, Christmasis on its
Way."” The parade will start at the
Decatur County Good Samaritan

ANTIQUE AUCTION

Saturday, November 13, 2004 =« 10:00 a.m.

LOCATION: 711 E. Frontier Parkway (E. Highway 36), Oberlin, Kansas

» A »
AR AND

AUCTIONEER'S
NOTE: Jim and Harvey
have beenin the antique
tractor business for sev-
eral years and have a lot
of nice collectibles. You
won't want to miss this
auction!

Randy Ostmeyer, Salesperson
David Juenemann, Salesperson

TRACTORS, PARTS
& EQUIPMENT
TOOLS & ANTIQUES
MISCELLANEOUS

Johnson Realty, Inc.

Roberta Johnson, Broker - Lynn A. Johnson, Broker/Auctioneer
122 S. Penn el

Oberlin, KS 67749
Call Robertaor Lynn A Johnson for listings, or information
785-475-2785 - Mobile 785-475-8514  www.johnson-real-estate.com
Jacqueline Votapka, Salesperson  Joe D. Green, Salesperson/Auctioneer Roger Emigh, Salesperson/Auctioneer
Jerry Lohoefener, Salesperson

Marcia Lohoefener, Salesperson
Shirley Simpson, Salesperson

*;

Visit our website for incredible online savings
www.leisurehotelsbranson.com/ks

_Spend this Holiday Season in

2 & BRANSON!

Online deals starting at 539
1-2 Adults Kids 18 & Under Free, up to 4 per room

Shows, Shopping and Dining

...all within walking distance.

Center and head south down Main
Street.

The parade marshal once again
will beDorisBlack. Sofar, shesaid,
therearefour entriesfor theparade.
Toenter, call the Chamber of Com-
merceat 475-3441.

In other business, thealliance:

» Agreed to give 10 percent off
membershipspaid by theend of the
year.

» Agreedtooffer $50for thewin-

ner of the longest pheasant tail
feather contest during hunting sea-
son, with Dale'sFish ‘N’ Fun also
offering$50. Thechamber will hold
the pheasant tail feather contest
from Saturday, Nov. 13, until Sun-
day,Nov.21. Theywill bedisplayed
inthe Chamber window.

» Heard that SantaBucksarenow
available at the Chamber office.

FLUORESCENT

NO
HUNTING
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drainage. Sides above the existing
walls would be skirted with steel,
and the gable end would have an
accessdoor.

Mr. Browntold City Administra-
tor Gary Shike hewould start work
in December, with completion in
threeor four days.

Mr. Shike noted that several
things are not covered by the con-
tract, includingmovingor replacing
the roof-mounted air conditioners
and extending roof ventsand pipes,
plus someel ectrical work.

Councilman Jay Anderson said
he was “uncomfortable” with the
bid, since they had talked with the
contractor in June and thought the
work would be donelast summer.

Mayor Ken Shobe pointed out
that all thecontractorsarebusy, and
tofind another onenow would only
mean more delays. Mr. Anderson
said the council had asked Sappa
Valleyforabidbecausethey wanted
to“stay local,” but hewanted to be

surethecity “wasn't at theend of his
listagain.”

“It'sjust alittle past August,” he
said, noting that thelibrary still has
tarpsand buckets spread out.

Councilman Ray Ward ques-
tioned theneed for an alternativeof
$798toboxinexistingskylightsand
put trand ucent panel sabovethemto
let naturd lightin.

Mr. Andersonsaidhe helpedplan
thelibrary, andthought theskylights
added alot to the room. When he
goestothelibrary, hesaid, heenjoys
thenatural light. Mayor K en Shobe
agreed.

L ater, thecouncil took abreak anc
Mr. Shike talked to the contractor.
Hesaidthework should bedonethe
week of Dec. 27 barringweather de-
lays, and it would take four days.

In the end, the council voted tc
accept the bid on a 4-1 vote, with
Mr. Anderson voting no, but re-
jected the skylight alternative on &
3-2vote.

]

Thank you voters of Decatur County!
Thank you for your support of your county officials!

Ralph D. Unger
Doyle B. Brown
Steven W. Hirsch
Marilyn Horn
Jean Ann Hale
Judy Gaumer
John E. Bremer

Ken Badsky

And a special thank you for your vote in the sheriff race!

We all pledge to do our very best to conduct the business of
Decatur County in the best interest of our fellow residents!

Paid for by the Decatur County elected officials.

2nd Dist. Commissioner
3rd Dist. Commissioner
County Attorney

County Clerk

County Treasurer

County Register of Deeds
17th Dist. Magistrate Judge

County Sheriff




