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Now that eection isover,
what happenstocountry?

Now that the election is behind us, every
talking head and pounding penwill betelling
uswhat it means.

No, they already are.

Liberal commentators, which is most of
them on television and at big newspapers,
news magazines and in public broadcasting,
know that the nation continueson theroad to
ruin.

Thevile Republicanswill lead usto finan-
cial andforeign disaster, just asthey havethe
last four years.

But, hey, their sidelost.

Conservatives, at newspapers, ontalk radio
and a few tokens on television, will say the
vote was a victory for moral values and tax
cutting.

They won, but only by 3 percent. Thisisno
mandate.

It sgoingtotakemorethanfivevotesinthe
Senateto get much done. Democratswill still
try to block President GeorgeBush’ sjudicial
appointments, andtheir votesand cooperation
will be needed to get anything passed.

GOP leaders can't run the House with the
iron fist speakersof yore used. Sam Rayburn
has been dead for years. Our own Rep. Jerry
Moran has defied the |eadership more than
once, and good for him.

But Republicantax policiesareaimedat the
two-incomeworkingfamily that makesupthe
bulk of the American middleclass. Theseare
the peoplewho Democratswriteoff as“rich”
and want to tax.

And, yes, the Republicans favor business,
too. Asthe economy continuesto grow, that
should pay off inmorejobsandrobust growth.

Phony charges apparently did not stick to
Mr. Bush — the youth vote did not turn out
against amake-believethreat of aRepublican
draft— but the president still hasto deal with
Iraq and thewar onterror.

It' sfar fromclear that hecanresolvelragby
theendof histerm. Theterroristthreatislikely
to outlast the next president, though, and all
he can do thereismakeagood start.

Mr. Bush has had his foreign policy suc-
cesses as well, and he needsto capitalize on
those, ashedid with Libya.

Onthedomesticfront, itwasn’t hispolicies
that putthecountry inarecession. That started
under Bill Clinton, runnings its course, and
turningaround, under Mr. Bush. Hewill need
to deal with the growing deficit. That means
there can be no expensive new initiativesun-
til theeconomy isal ot better and thewar winds
down.

Bothsides, thefighting Republicans, andthe
social-spending-but-deficit-hating Demo-
crats, will haveto accept that.

The country will go on, and Congress will
remain bogged down, evading decisions on
most issues until they become acrisis. The
bureaucracy will continue to push for more
and moreregulations, fromthe Health I nsur-
ancePortability and Accountability Acttothe
dishonestly named Patriot Act to No Child
Left Behind.

With luck, though, gridlock will slow the
growthof government that neither party seems
capableof dealing with.

Andlifewill goon.

That’ swhat the el ection means.

—SeveHaynes

AreAmericansreallyfrugal ?

Asl wastryingto squeezethelast
drop of toothpasteout of thetubethe
other day, it occurredtomehow sav-
ingwecan be.

Inthislandof Styrofoamcupsand
paper towels, where every pill we
take comesin anindividual plastic
holder, and even screwsat thehard-
ware come in unopenable card-
board-and-plastic packages, weare
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really cheap. We save in small,

strangeways. another bag?

the"baby” is10now, plusboxesand

Who can throw away ashampoo
or conditioner bottlewithout adding
water and shaking it to get the last
little bit out of the bottom?

When was the last time you saw
someone use half of a packet of
sugar or artificial sweetener and
throw the other half away? How
about those little things of liquid
creamer?

Do you throw the bar of soap
away when it gets so thin it breaks
intwo, or doyou put thetwo halves
one on top of the other and keep
scrubbing for another week?

Who throws away the crusts on
bread, evenwhenthey don' tlikethe
crustsand leavethemto theend?

Do you change the bag on your
vacuum on a schedule, or when it
gets so stuffed that the machine
won't suck up one more speck of
dust?

Do you try to empty that dispos-
ablebag and reuseit?

Wereyoutheonewhojumpedup
and down on thetrashto get alittle
morein becausetrash day istomor-
row, and you didn’t want to waste

Do you try to use those last two
sheets of toilet paper on the roll,
evenwhenyouknow it’ snotenough
todothejob?

Areyoutheonesavinguseddryer
sheets, paper towel and toil et paper
cylinders, empty thread spoolsand
old newspapers because you just
know you'll have a use for them
sometime?

Doyoutry to straighten bent pa-
per clipsand safety pins?

When a knife can no longer get
anythingout of thesoft margarineor
cream cheesetub, doyou get aflex-
ible spatula? How about the peanut
butter, mayonnaise and mustard
jars?

Americansarereally frugal if you
judge them by the half packages of
stuff intheir basementsand garages
— partially used cansof paint, glue,
bug spray, carpet cleaner.

Up in the cupboard, you'll find
spices that were bought for one
recipethat flopped 10yearsago, diet
foodforthediet that died onthe sec-
ond week, crackersthat weren't as
good asthey looked, baby food and

jars of stuff we don’t quite know
what to do with but can’t bring our-
selvestotoss.

Sure, we' veall grabbed an enve-
lopeor napkintowriteon, but | think
that ismorebecausewe' retoo lazy
to find paper, or don’'t have aclue
wherethenotepadis.

So next timeyou add water tothe
liquid soap to get that last drop out
— remember: you’re not cheap,
you'refrugal.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

For theearthwhichdrinketh
intherainthat comethoftupon
it, and bringeth forth herbs
meet for them by whom it is
dressed, receiveth blessing
from God: But that which
beareth thorns and briersis
rejected, andisnighuntocurs-
ing; whoseendistobeburned.
But, beloved, we are per-
suaded better thingsof you. ..
. Hebrews®6: 7, 8,9a
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Veter ansdeser veour thanks

Thursday isVeteransDay.

For the last two weeks, | have
been interviewing World War 11
veteransandwriting brief storiesof
their remembrances, experiences
and opinions. These little dlices of
their lives will be printed in a spe-
cial section of the paper thisweek.

| am too young to remember that
war. Viethamwas" my” war. How-
ever, | remember my folkstalking
of sugar and tire rationing, the war
effort and War Bonds. My mother
was a columnist all during those
years, and her perspectiveof thewar
wasrepresentative of thecountry’s
support of their military.

In 1944, my brother imwasonly
4. Momwrote, “ Jimmy hasabout as
good anideafor disposing of Hitler
asany. Hesays, ' If | ever get ahold
of Hitler, | knowwhat|’ddo. I’ djust
tell him to smell of my gun barrel,
and then when he got his face up
close, I'djust pull thetrigger.” That
simple.”

| have five brothers and a sister.
Everyone was involved in doing
their part. Inthiscolumnfrom 1942,
it's apparent how much impact it
had on the kids. She wrote, “Gee
whiz, Bill,” said young Dick as he
watched his brother sugar his
oatmeal. “Y ou put a whole ma-
chine-gun shell onthere.”

Another column from 1942 re-
flected how men viewed their com-
mitment tothewar: “ A young lady
was feeling sorry for her brother,
whohadjust enlisted, andaskedhim
if hedidn’t wish hewerebeing sent
somewhereelsethan so closetothe
danger zone. Hesettledthequestion
quitesimply. ‘ That’ snot theidea,’
hesaid.”

L ater that year shewrote: “Then
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thereisthismatter of sacrificingtill
it hurts... no matter how much
money afamily hasor doesnot have,
if they haveaboy inthe Army or the
Navy or any other branch of theser-
vice, they truly are giving till it
hurts.”

If anybody had a*“can do” atti-
tude, itway my mother. In1943, she
wrote, “1 heard someone say, afew
days ago, ‘Maybe thisis the last
Christmas we'll ever have.” But
therearemillionsof boys,inlreland,
Australia, Alaska, Africaorintrain-
ing camps from coast to coast, that
are seeing to it that we shall (have
Christmas again). We hope these
boys had all the turkey and fixin's
they could eat, that the packagesand
lettersthey werehoping for arrived
ontime, andthatwiththeNew Y ear,
they may start a victorious march
that will stop only in the streets of
Berlinand Tokyo. Andlet’ shear no
moreof this, Maybetherewon’'tbe
any next year’ stuff. What we will
toaccomplish, wewill accomplish.”

In May of 1945, right after V-E
Day, she wrote about the mostly
quiet celebrations. “...people ev-
erywherearefiguring up how many
pointstheir boys have, and hoping
they will bethelucky ones.”

When news of the atrocities of
Nazi concentration campsbeganto

reach the States, she wrote, “1’ve
beentryingtoread‘ Dachau: Experi-
mental Murder,” amagazinearticle.
It took three different tries...It's
hardtoread, it’ shardtobelieve. We
findithardtobelievethingswereao
inmagazines, maybethink they are
even exaggerated, but aletter from
aboy we know...that we believe
unhesitatingly, andweknow it must
be true. Anyway, after thinking
about thehorrorsof theother world,
doesn’'t a June morning in Kansas
look nice and clean and bright?’

Finally, at the end of thewar she
wrote, “ Soall’ ssaidthat canbesaid,
but along with everybody else,
we' redoggoned gladto seetheboys
begin to come home. Now we will
begin to see how patriotic some
peoplereally are. Will they bewill-
ingtomoveover andmakeroomfor
the serviceman whowantsajob, or
wantsto farm or gointo business?’

If 1 gotalittlemisty whilewriting
those brave men’ s stories, I'll not
apologize. | learned patriotism
where | was supposed to, at home,
fromagood teacher.

And to the men and women of
World War 11 and all subsequent
wars, including the present one, |
honor you, | saluteyou and | thank
youl.

Radloreceptlon Iscrysal clear

| haveanew toy.

No, not a new truck. Just a new
radio.

My truck came from my uncle,
who died acouple of yearsago.

He bought it new in 1997, and
whenl gotit,ithadjust 23,000miles
onit. Hedidn't drivemuch.

The only thing wrong with the
truck, a nice black Ford Explorer,
wasthe back bumper.

Unclewasapretty careful driver
in hisfinal years. He droveto and
fromthecountry clubtohavelunch
with his old golfing buddies. But
apparently they had some wicked
steel posts along the parking lot
there, and hekept backingintothem.

Both sidesof thebumper arebent
and pushed in. My friends, when
they finally notice the bumper, al-
waysask mewhat | hit.

| just blame my uncle.

So there' s the bumper. And the
radio.

It stheworstradiol ever havehad
inacar.

Most carshavegoodradios. They
al pickupAM and FM stationswith
great range and reception.

Most cars.

Thistruck had aterrible radio. |
couldhardly pick up ballgames, day
or night, and you know how | love
tolistentothe Rockies.

AIongtheSappa
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So after fighting declining recep-
tion and last-inning fades all sum-
mer, | threw in the towel and went
toget anew radio.

It wasagood idea. | get nearly-
clear receptiononstations200miles
away and!’ll never havetostrainmy
earsto hear agame again. It'sthe
best reception|’ veever hadinacar.

Whilel wasbuyingtheradio, the
salesman mentionedthat they hada
specia onsatellitereceivers. Hehad
me when he mentioned that next
season, they’ I haveall thebaseball
games.

| was hooked, even if I'll hardly
usethe NFL package, whichisfree
with theregular monthly service.

Thesepeoplehavesomany chan-
nels, they don'’t just broadcast a
game. They offer achoice, homeor
away announcers, for each game.

Thesamething appliestocollege
football. The next Saturday, | lis-
tened to the KU broadcast, but |

could have had the lowa State an-
nouncers. Might have been better.

Music comes through loud anc
clear. The only thing that stopsthe
signal isthemetal roof of thegarage.

The sound isworth cranking up,
thoughtheunit hasenough power tc
blow my speakers clean out of the
truck. Thehighest I ve dared crank
itisabout half power.

Plus, if | ever get bored with all
that, it plays CDs and MP3 files.
What more could you ask for?

Well, simplicity, maybe. This
thinghasmorebuttonsthanyou can
shakeastick at. | read the manual,
and | still can’t run half of them. It
took six triesjust to set the clock
when Daylight Saving Timeended.

But | keep working at it. | think
pretty soon|’ |l havethemenufunc-
tions down, as soon as | figure out
what they all mean.

Andall | wanted wasagood AM
radio.

Honor Roll

Welcome and thanksto thesere-
centsubscribersto TheOberlinHer-
ald:

Nebraska: Mr. and Mrs. Ron
Dorshorst, Hay Springs; Tom And-
erson, Robert Eskew, McCook;
Brett Carr, Kearney; FrancisHaag,
Bartley; Marie McChesney, Alli-
ance.

Kansas: Helen Riepl, Cimarron;
Mary Stoecker, Oakley; David
Carter, EImoin Bailey, Dean Vac-
ura, JuneVavroch, Eugene Mrstik,
Jennings; Prairie Land Electric,
NortonPublicLibrary, HelenKeis-

wetter, Norton; Margie Johnson,
Hi-Plains Coop, Brent Phillips,
Gerald Dellere, Donald Wasson,
Selden; NWKS Substance Abuse,
NWK S Groundwater, Colby; Marj
Konoalske, Mrs. Robert Ingold,
L enexa; Brady Richards, Antonino;
Fern Kleinsorge, Larry Robertson,
Wichita; Brad Simonsson, Wam-
ego; Luther Nitschke, Cambridge,
Kan.; Leanna Davis, Dorothy
Carter, Jeff Ostmeyer, Saling; Jamie
Samson, Lindsborg; Karl Wend-
elin, Herndon; Dr. and Mrs. Gary
Y oung, Manhattan; FredaMorgan,

Oskaloosa; Francis Williamson,
Jennings; Jason Anderson, L aw-
rence; Kortney Stapp, lola; Leslie
Marcuson, Allen Jeffus, Topeka;
Mary Johnson, Norcatur; Gary Wil-
son, Mulvane; KevinRush, Olathe;
Sara Seller, Great Bend; Colette
Wahlmeier, Kansas City; Wayne
Marietta, Russell; Mrs. Ron Fikan,
Atwood; Raythel Reuber, Ludell;
Robert B. Kelley, Marquette; Eu-
geneMrstik, Jennings; BriceMaeitl,
James R. VVahling, Dresden; Boyo
Bainter, Hutchinson; Norma Tice,
TwilaPearson, Hoxie.



