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20 % Off Microdermabrasion
10% off Laser Treatments
10% off Botox Treatments

For any purchases made during
November 17th through December 31st, 2004

 and used prior to July 1st, 2005

Gift Certificates Available

Oberlin Medical Arts, PA
902 W. Columbia - Oberlin, Kansas

For information or appointments call
785-475-2221 or 1-800-794-2222

  Richard May, MD Wendy Vogel, MD
Elizabeth Sliter, MD Jonna Inman, ARNP-C

Youth
found
not guilty

An Oberlin youth has been re-
leased from Sappa Valley Youth
Ranch after the Rawlins County
District Court determined that the
state had not met its burden of proof
and charges against him were
dropped.

Jonathan Smith, 17, had been
charged with aggravated battery and
abuse of a child early in  August af-
ter an incident in Atwood. Reports
then charged that Mr. Smith and the
victim made a $100 bet that the vic-
tim, a 14-year-old boy, would set
himself on fire. The victim doused
himself with gasoline and Mr. Smith
allegedly ignited him.

Todd Stramel, Mr. Smith’s attor-
ney, said the state filed a motion to
have the court impose both a juve-
nile and adult sentence if he was
convicted. The court denied that
motion.

On Aug. 25, the young man went
on trial before Magistrate Judge
Charles P. Carroll. The court dis-
missed all charges and Mr. Smith
was found not guilty.

Mr. Stramel said generally speak-
ing, Mr. Smith can’t be charged a
second time for charges out of the
same incident. He had been held at
Sappa Valley Youth Ranch until the
trial.

Basically, said Mr. Stramel, Mr.
Smith didn’t do what the state al-
leged he had done. He said he didn’t
expect any more litigation in this
matter. Mr. Smith is innocent, he
said.

FFA unit
travels to
Kentucky

The Oberlin School Board looked
at slides and talked to members of
the high school’s FFA chapter, who
traveled to Louisville, Ky., for their
national convention.

Teacher Nathan Copeland said
this year, there are 51 members in
the organization with eight getting
the chance to attend the convention.
There were 52,000 members at the
national meeting, he said, with all 50
states represented, plus Guam,
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.

Mr. Copeland said the group
pretty much paid its own way with
fund raisers. The annual fruit and
meat sale just completed was the
best yet, he said.

While at the convention, the stu-
dents got to hear speakers, and they
toured several places along the way.

Some places of interest which the
group toured included the Anheiser-
Busch Brewery in St. Louis, the In-
dianapolis Motor Speedway,  the
Corvette Museum in Bowling
Green in Kentucky, Diamond Cav-
erns, and the Mississippi River, the
Gateway Arch and Union Station in
St. Louis. Two evenings, instead of
returning to the hotel, he said, the
group went bowling and ice skating.

At a board meeting last Monday,
the students took turns explaining
the pictures they took on the road.
They said they traveled through five
states.

Mr. Copeland said the Oberlin
chapter goes to a convention every
three years.

AT THE GRADE SCHOOL Thursday, Lawrence Wenger (above left), Bill Woods
and Walter Pennell were three of the veterans honored. Samantha Anderson (below) held
a book by Lynne Cheney, wife of the vice president.  — Herald staff photos by Kimberly Davis

Students
honor

veterans
Veterans from the Army, Air

Force, Navy, Marine Corps and
National Guard all received cer-
tificates of appreciation from stu-
dents at Oberlin Elementary
School on Thursday.

During the annual Veterans
Day program, four students
handed out the certificates to men
and women who have served their
country. The afternoon program
drew many veterans and people
from the community.

Kade Brown, master of ceremo-
nies, said the program was in-
tended to share the students patrio-
tism and say thanks to the veter-
ans.

 He said Veterans Day started
when Congress passed a bill to
change Armistice Day, which
commemorated the end of World
War I, to a day to honor veterans
of all wars.

The second and fifth graders
worked together to give a little in-
formation about America. Using
the book “America, A Patriotic
Primer,” by Lynne Cheney, wife
of Vice President Dick Cheney,
each fifth grader said what each
letter of the alphabet stood for.
The fifth graders walked into the
gym from the west door while one
or two second graders came out of
the east door with the letter of the

alphabet in their hands.
After the presentation, several of

the second graders used their letters
to spell “Thank you, Vets.”

A slide show with pictures of vet-
erans and students was shown be-
fore certificates were handed out
and Kade spoke again.

“Thank you,” said Kade, for
attending, and for serving the
United States so well. He said the
students will never forget.

“Let’s give an OES thank you
to the veterans,” he said.

Many stayed around for tea
and cookies with the kids.

Leaky water heater
dampens barn

County
Roundup

At the meeting last Tuesday,
the Decatur County commission-
ers:

• Heard that the road crew has
been putting up snow fence, mow-
ing township roads and fixing bad
spots on some county roads. Story
below.

• Ask for bids on a hot water
heater for the ambulance barn in
Oberlin. Story on left.

The hot water heater in the ambu-
lance barn is leaking, leaving the
director looking for bids to replace
it.

Ambulance Director Patrick
Pomeroy told county commission-
ers last Tuesday that he didn’t think
the barn needs as big of a heater as it
has. He said they only need to fill a
bucket with hot water to wash the
ambulances once in a while, plus the
bathrooms.

Commissioner Ralph Unger said
he would like Mr. Pomeroy to get
bids, then bring them back to the
commissioners before making a de-
cision.

Mr. Pomeroy said he has worked
on making the monthly reports more
useful, adding the total amount
billed instead of just what has been
received.

He said they have several self pay
patients who pay weekly or
monthly, and those are on the report.
There are also some bills that are in
bankruptcy. Mr. Unger asked if
those had been filed on, and Mr.
Pomeroy said they had.

Commissioners talked with Cus-
todian Bob Berls about a letter from
Oberlin City Administrator Gary
Shike. Recently, the commissioners
discussed replacing the concrete
parking area on the south side of the
courthouse. Mr. Berls contacted the
city about the work.

Mr. Unger said that the commis-
sion would review the work for the
next year.

They would like to have the city
work on the bad places then, but if it
isn’t feasible, maybe it could be

planned for the next budget year.
The commissioners started talking
about the project at the end of Octo-
ber.

The commissioners heard that
Chuck Votapka had resigned from
the fair board, so there is a seat avail-
able in commissioner district No. 1,
which includes Center, Olive and
Roosevelt Townships and the east
side of Oberlin.

Anyone who is interested should
contact the county clerk’s office.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

• Agreed to see if Richard Carpen-
ter of Selden could use the computer
parts that weren’t purchased in the
county’s silent auction. County
Clerk Marilyn Horn said Mr. Car-
penter rebuilds the systems and do-
nates them to kids.

• Signed two resolutions, one for
$700 and one for $980, for Pitney
Bowes Postage Process.

County road crew
prepares for winter

The Decatur County road and
bridge crew is putting up snow
fence, mowing township roads and
fixing bad spots on some of the
county roads, Supervisor Tim
Stallman told Decatur County com-
missioners last Tuesday.

He said the crew started to put up
snow fence on Monday and he
thought they would be done the next
day. They are a little later in doing
that than usual because they were
waiting for harvest to be over.

He said the crew is working on
some soft spots on township roads
which formed during the last rain-

fall.
After the mowing gets done, said

Mr. Stallman, the crew will be out
pulling gravel back up before it
starts to snow.

He said the crew is making sure
all the bridge weight-limit signs are
up and are accurate. The collapse of
the bridge near Lyle is being
handled by insurance companies, he
said. There isn’t any new informa-
tion about the bridge.

Mr. Stallman said he would like
to order a diesel additive which will
cost around $750 for 55 gallons,
which the commissioners approved.

Internet
tonight!

475-2206!

Johnson Realty, Inc.
Roberta Johnson, Broker – Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Broker

Jacqueline Votapka, Sales Associate

109 N. Wolf, Oberlin, KS 67749

Great family home with 5 bedrooms, 2 baths, walk-out lower level.

Fabulous yard! 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, large double garage.

PRICES DRASTICALLY REDUCED!

Spacious brick ranch with 3 bedrooms and 2 baths main level and 2 bedrooms,
bath, family room and office on lower level.

Lots of living in this split-level, 4 bedroom, 2 bath with spacious deck over-
looking 3 large lots.

Call us today about our newly listed homes!
Office — 785-475-2785

Lynn’s Mobile — 785-475-8514 — Roberta’s Mobile  785-475-7156
Marcia Lohoefener — 785-475-2521 Jerry Lohoefener 785-475-2521

Jackie Votapka — 785-475-3963 David Juenemann 785-687-4845
Shirley Simpson — 785-475-2057

CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE AT www.johnson-real-estate.com

NOTICE
To all persons concerned:
You are hereby notified that on October 28,
2004, in the District Court of Decatur County,
Kansas, the terms and conditions of the will of
John L. Spresser were carried out exactly as he
had directed, by his executrix, Erma Jean
Spresser, and each beneficiary received, in full,
all they were entitled to under said will, and
more.

Erma Jean Spresser Allen Shelton
Executrix Attorney for Executrix


