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Sergeant
will eat
with men

By STEVE HAYNES

Randy McHugh will have
Thanksgivingdinner atamesshall
inKuwait, 7,200 milesfrom home,
but you can bet he'll be thinking
about March, whenhegetstocome
hometo hiskids.

Hard asitistobeaway fromthe
kids, hesaid, it’d beeven harder if
itweren’tfor thepeopleback home
who send cards and letters and
packages, love and prayers.

“| think that that’ s the most im-
portant thing for the people over
here,” he said, with only a slight
echo betraying the cell-phone cir-
Cuit crossing two continents and
the Atlantic, “knowing that some-
body cares.”

Mr. McHugh, a staff sergeant
with the 735th Truck Company of
the NebraskaNational Guard, has
been on active duty since January,
and shipped out to Kuwait in
March.

Hethinkswhat he’ sdoingisim-
portant. Thepeopleof Iragarebet-
ter off today than beforethewar, he
says, though it may be sometime
before things settle down.

“There' salot of goodthingsgo-
ing on here that don’t get into the
news,” hesaid, notingthat newsre-
portsseemtofocusontheworst or
most exciting events.

Iraq has thousands of miles of
highway, he said, with U.S. con-
voysrunning day and night to sup-
ply troops all over the country.
Most movewithout incident.

His unit went north twice, in
April andinJune, for convoy duty.
Whilethey didrunintoafew of the
“IED’s,” or improvised explosive
devices, alongtheroad, hesaid, no
onewashurt.

“Assoon asyou head north,” he
said, “all the little problems that
you had seem to fade away. As
soon asyou crossthe border, your
awareness level goes up. You're
moreaert.

“We've had afew |IEDs go off

By STEVE HAYNES

Kristin McHugh will round up
her three kids Thursday and take
them to her mom'’s house for
Thanksgiving dinner.

Her mother, Karen Metcalf of
Oberlin, will haveaspreadfor the
whole family, Kristin and her
kids, her brother Barry Richards
and his family, and their brother
Todd from Texasand hisfamily,
plusadew of other relativesand
friends.

“It’s probably the biggest
bunchwe’ vehadforawhile,” she
said.

They'll all be thinking about
her husband Randy, a staff ser-
geantwiththeNebraskaNational
Guard serving in Kuwait. But
there’s one big difference be-
tween them and families of those
who servedin other wars.

TheMcHughkids— Tyler, 4;
Conner, 10; and Jordan, 13 —

Afamilywaitsasasoldier spends...
THANKSGIVING

THEMcHUGH FAMILY, (fromleft) Jordan, 13; Tyler, 4; Conner, 10; andmomKristin,
had big grinswhen hissister threatened to tickle Tyler. For Thanksgiving, they hopeto
get totalk totheir dad in Kuwait on hiscell phone.

near our convoys. ltwasagoodex-
perience otherwise. We got back
with al of our guys. We had guys
al over Iraqfor awhile.”

While Kuwait is mostly sand
and desert, he said, Irag has more
water and more greenery, espe-
cially along the Tigris and

Euphratesrivers.

“There salot of water upthere,”
he said. “A lot of sheep, alot of
camels.”

Sgt. McHughmanneda.50cali-
ber machinegunatopatruckinthe
convoys. In Baghdad, he said, the
men got to tour one of dictator

Mother, wife makesplansfor turkey day

ATOPANARMY TRUCK, Sgt. Randy McHughmanned
a.50 caliber machine gun on covoy duty in Irag.

probably will gettotalk totheir dad
at Camp Doha, aport areain the
Arabian nation.

Hehasacell phonethat tieshim
to home, and hismother, Dorothy

Dyer of Manhattan, buystimefor
himtotalk to hisfamily.
“Ittakessomuch of thestressout
of it,” Mrs.McHughsaid. “1 know
how good we' ve got it, compared

— Herald staff photo by Steve Haynes

Saddam Hussein’s palaces and
bunk in aguest house.
“Thefloorwasmarble,” hesaid.
“The walls were marble. There
was a big eagle in the wall, all
marble, and the doors opened up
inthemiddleof it.”

(See SOLDIER on Page 10A)

to other wars.

“There’ sjust not aquestion in
my mind that he’s doing some-
thing extremely important. And
we're still there for each
other...just along waysaway.”

So between turkey and talk,
she'll try to call Randy and let ev-
eryonechat.

Pretty neat, huh?

“Not so neat for us,” says
Conner, abit of asour look on his
face.

Hemisseshisdad.

Mrs.McHughsaysthefamilyis
kind of used to patching life to-
gether around Randy’ s military
job. Threeyearsago, right after the
Sept. 11 attacks, they had Thanks-
giving with other Guard families
at theairport in Scottsbluff, Neb.

Lastyear, whenhewastraining
for overseas assignment after his
unit wascalled up, they’d govisit

(SeeFAMILY onPage 10A)

County checksintobridgereplacement

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Decatur County commissioners
talked with a representative from
Husker Steel last Tuesday about re-
placing someof thecounty bridges.

Road and Bridge Supervisor Tim
Stallmansaid hewantedtoget ahead
of thegameonreplacingthebridges.
He has been in contact with Lloyd
Johnson from the steel firm about

the process.

Mr. Johnson said they have been
hel ping countieswithsmall bridges
for years, offering steel structures
with concrete decks. He said they
candoall sizes.

All of thebridgesthey putinmeet
or beat state regulations, he said,
adding that he had looked at two
bridgesinthe county, asmaller one

and larger one.

Thefirstonewasa20-foot bridge.
Hesaid hethought thereplacement
shouldbe24feetlong. Thereisalot
of steel that would beput underneath
thebridge. Tomakeitalittlelonger
would cost less than making the
wingslonger, hesaid.

Thecounty wouldremovetheold
structure, do the dirt work and buy

the concrete, he said. Mr. Johnson
asked that the prices not be shared
in case the commissioners decided
tobidtheproject. Thebridgeswould
cost in the $40,000 range.

Theother bridgehelooked at was
60 feet long. He said he thought it
only needed to be 40 feet long.

Mr. Johnson said the prices

(SeeBRIDGES on Page5A)
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Weather
fedslike

ringhere
Areagetsalmost aninch,
alot of ranforfal days

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

The weather pattern for the last
coupleof weekshasbeenmorelike
spring than fall, but people aren’t
complaining.

Last week, the areareceived .97
of an inch rain, almost an inch,
whichisnormal fortheentiremonth
of November. Dave Floyd, meteo-
rologist with the National Weather
Servicein Goodland, said it is un-
usual to get all themonth’ sprecipi-
tationin one storm.

Last week’srain was areal nice
soakingevent, saidMr. Floyd. Itwas
agood, slow-moving system and
gave the areaarea good round of
rain.

Thisisn't usually the rainy sea-
son, hesaid, sothestormwasalittle
unusual, but welcome. He said
when a storm comes through this
timeof year, itisn’tunusual foritto
beliquid, sincethe highsarein the
50s. This time of year, said Mr.
Floyd, theareausually startstodry
out.

If it had been col der, therain coul o
haveturnedtosnow. Mr. Floydsaid
statistically thereisaboutal3-1ra-
tionfor snow towater, soif thearez
received an inch of rain, it would
have been 13 inches of snow. De-
pending on the conditions, if it is
colder, for instance, there can be e
greater ratio of snow to water.

The November weather doesn’t
really mean anything about thewin-
ter here, Mr. Floyd said. Thewinter
outlook wasjust revised, and there
really wasn't any change. Thereis
anevenchanceof theareabeingany
wetter or dryer than normal.

What thisrecent weather coulddo
is help replenish the soil moisture.
Thedrought isn't over, hesaid, but
the areaiis starting to recharge the
lower levelsof sail. It will help get
the winter wheat crop establishec
anda sohelpinthespringasthecrop
startsto grow.

Oberlinhasalready received 1.69
inches of precipitation for the
month, hesaid.

Savingsput touse
topurchasecity
anewtransformer

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

TheOberlin City Council agreed
to buy a new transformer for the
city’ selectrical department Thurs-
day, whichwill help bring theel ec-
trical systemin the city up to date
sincethecurrent oneisat least 30 or
moreyearsold.

Atameeting Thursday night, City
Foreman Dan Castle said that
around 10yearsago, thecouncil and
staff agreed that the city needs to
update the electrical components,
but there was no money then. In
2002, aninfrastructurefund wasset
up, hesaid, and now thereismoney
for improvements.

Mr. Castlesaidtheol dest compo-
nentsneedtobelooked at first. The
main conversiontransformer at the
power plant wasatop priority sev-
eral yearsago, hesaid, andit still is.

Thetransformer converts 2,400-
voltcurrentfromthecity generators
to 7,200 volts and 7,200 to 2,400
volts.

Mr. Castle said there is some
guestiontohow oldthetransformer
is. Thecity boughtit usedin 1973,
he said, but he hasbeen told it was
built inthe 1950s.

Itisatleast 31 yearsold, hesaid,
but hethinksitisolder. Therehave
been problemswithit over theyears
and it has been fixed several times.

Thereisno way to predict when
an electrical component will fail,
said Mr. Castle, but it istimeto re-
placethisone.

The cost of anew transformer i
$90,235, but there are some ex-
penses that aren’t included in that
price.

Mr. Castlesaidthebigtower next
to it will need to be torn down. He
talkedwithtwo companies, and one
would charge$145anhour andisn’t
surehow longitwill take. Theother
company saiditwill charge$765for
the completejob.

The price for the transformer is
from Solomon Transformer Corp.
The company will either find e
transformer for thecity or build one,
hesaid.

Councilman Patrick Pomeroy
asked if they could avoid tearing
downthetower, but Mr. Castlesaic
no.

Thetower doesn’t havetogoback
up, headded. Itformerly heldanold
stormsireninthe1940sor 1960s, he
said.

Thetower, saidMr. Castle, could
be sold for salvage. City Adminis-
trator Gary Shike said they have
talked about using the metal for
something for thecity.

Will this be another used trans-

(SeeCITY onPageb5A)

Parent asksboard

tobuild sdewalks
at gradeschool

After dropping her 5-year-old of f
at Oberlin Elementary School the
first day in August, Shanna Long
knew something needed to be done
about thelack of sidewaksoutside
the kindergarten building.

Since then, she has proposed a
plan to the school board to make it
safer for thekidstogetinand out of
cars. Board members aren’t sure
they needto spend morethan $9,000
for sidewalks, however, and the
school instead decided to try walk-
ing the kindergartners over to the
other side of the block for pick up.

Meantime, thesidewalk planison
hold. In the last 40 years since the
kindergarten buildingwasbuilt, of -
ficialssay, thisisthefirst timeany-

one has complained about the lack
of sidewalks.

Mrs. Long said she talked with
Superintendent Kelly Glodt about
theproblemin August. Shesaid she
thought sidewal ksshould havebeen
put in on the west side of the street
acrossfromthekindergarten build-
ingandfromthekindergartenbuild-
ing north when the building was
built.

Shesaidthekidsneed asafeplace
towalk. Inthewinter whenit snows
or whenitrains, thelittle hill to the
north of thekindergartenisamess,
shesaid, sokidswalk inthe streets.
That isn’t teaching them the right
thing to do.

(See PROJECT on Page 10A)
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* Family
MISSES
Dad

(Continued from Page 1A)
him in Nebraska. She recalls one
weekend with particular glee.

Shesaid sheloaded upthecar and
told thekidsthey weregoingfor an
adventure. They wandered to Pio-
neer Village in Minden, then to
Hastingsfor McDonal d’ sandasup-
posedvisittothemall. Instead, they
wound up at the National Guard
base where his unit was camped.

“l wentintofind him,” shesaid.
“| walked out, and he came out be-
hind me. Thekidsjust went crazy.”

TheGuardissomuchapart of her
husband, shesaid, that she' snot sure
shelikesit when hetalksabout get-
ting out.

“He'd been in the Guard for 10
yearswhenwemet,” shesaid. “It's
such abig part of him. It'll be 25
yearsinMay. Hewas 17.

“Tome, that’shiscareer. That's
what his retirement is going to be.
That’swhat heis, asoldier.”

Mrs. McHugh said she and her
husband havereceived alot of sup-
portfrompeopleintownandfriends
everywhere. Her family hashel ped
her alot.

“They just pick up my slack that
needs picking up,” shesaid.

Thefamily knowshow important
hiswork istohim, andto everyone,
shesaid. Whenhewasat Fort Riley
last year, right before shipping out,
she recalled that the maid at their
hotel kept telling the kids she was
“sorry” their dad had to leave.

“Wedon'ttalk aboutitthat way,”
shesaid. “Finally,awomancameup
to him at breakfast and said some-
thing, and hetold her, ‘I’ d rather it
was methan my kids."”
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AT CAMP ARIFJAN inKuwait, Staff Sgt. Randy M cHugh stood by the sign marking his

company’ s area. The Nebraska National Guard unit livesin tentswith wood floorsand air
conditioning in the sandy desert camp.

* Soldier gationed in Kuwalt

(Continued from Page 1A)

Thefirsttimetheunit went north,
he said, he didn’t tell his wife,
Kristin, until they got back.

He doesn’t expect to go back to
the battle zone in his last three
months, but, McHugh said, you
never know.

For now, part of his platoon is
detailed to Camp Doha, aport area
near Kuwait City, where they help
new unitscomingin.

The main base is Camp Arifjan,
southwest of thecity, wherethemen
have been providing security for a
logistics base. The troops live in
tentswith wood floorsand air con-
ditioning, hesaid, soconditionsare
not so bad.

“You get up inthe morning,” he
said,“andgotowork justlikearegu-
larjob.”

Theweather isstartingtocool off,
and therainy season iscoming: “It
got downto 70last night.”

HewasfollowingtheU.S. offen-
siveinFalluja, west of Baghdad, last
week.

“Those guys are doing a heck of
ajob,” he said. “We had to go

throughthat kind of training. Urban
warfare, that’ s the worst thing you
cando. | wouldn’twanttobeintheir
shoes.”

What happens now?

Sgt. McHughsaysit’ shardtouse
Afghanistanasanexample, because
Iragisdifferent, moreurbaninsome
areasand alot of “foreignfighters’
have comein.

“1 don’tknow how longit’ sgoing
totake,” hesaid. “It' sgoingtotake
awhile. Thereisalot morefreedom
herenow. | think alot of thetrouble
startedwhentheforeignersshowed
up.”

M eantime, hekeepsdoing hisjob
andthinkingabout March, whenthe
735th is supposed to rotate home.
Hesaid hereally wanted tothank all
thepeoplewho havewrittenfor their
support

. He remembered especialy let-
tersfrom Steve Arnold and Sharon
Johnson, among “lots of others.”
Thejunior high Sunday school class
attheUnited M ethodi st church sent
a care package, which he shared
withthe guys.

“It makes a big difference,” he

“It’sjust nice to know that
people are thinking about us over
here.”

Hesaysherunsintoplenty of oth-
ersfrom Kansas and Nebraska, in-
cluding Oberlin’s Roger Pachner,
whosereserveunit just camehome.

“My wifeneedsabig attaboy for
what she’ s doing,” he said, “but |
know it’ shard on her now.”

Hesayshe' snot sure, after ayear
overseas and a stint guarding air-
portsafter the Sept. 11 attacks, that
he'll re-enlistinthe Guard when he
comesback.

“I likethe Guard, and | likewhat
it'sdoneforme,” hesaid, “ but miss-
ing thekids' basketball gamesand
football gamesishard.”

HeknowshisjobwiththeDecatur
County Sheriff’s Department is
waitingfor him. When hegetsback,
hefigureshe'll head for the nearest
grass and take his shoes off, just to
enjoy thefeeling after all that sand,
ashedid when hewashomein Au-
gust.

“It'Il be good to get home,” he

says.

* Project presentea
toschool board

(Continued from Page 1A)

Mrs. Longsaidin September, the
school boardlooked at theareadur-
ing its tour of the building, thenin
October sheattended aboard meet-
ingtogivethesidewalk proposal . At
the November meeting, the board
talked with her again.

Basically the plan calls for two
sidewalks. Thefirst one, onthewest
side of the street in front of the
school’ s parking lot, would cost
$1,425. I parentsvolunteeredtodo
the dirt work and forming, then it
would cost $750 for concrete.

Thesecond project, fromthekin-
dergarten building on the east side
of the street north up Cass Avenue,
would cost $7,875. She said bids
camefrom Oberlin Concrete.

When shewent tothemeetingin
November, Mrs. Longsaid, shehad
$4,000 in donations, but since has
given the money back after some
board members said the district
should pay for the work. Thereis
$568,973 in the district’s capital
outlay fund, she said, and there is
grant money for projectslikethese,
but she would need permission to
pursuethe grants.

She said she would just like to
have a safe place for the kidsto be
dropped off and picked up. If apar-
ent drops their kids off outside the
kindergartenbuildingonanew side-
walk, shesaid, thenthetraffic flow
wouldbedirected north, away from
the school.

Mrs. Longwantspeopletotalk to
board members about this project.
The board will ook at the options
they are using now during the De-
cember board meeting.

Member Kurt Vollertsensaidthe
board is looking into options and
hasn’t decided anything asyet. The

board voted to table the plan at the
November meeting tolook at some
changesin how kids are picked up
and dropped off. Hesaid they prob-
ablywill waitfor areport back from
Principal Duane Dorshorst to see
how that works.

Sincetheboard meeting, theplace
for the kindergarten kids to be
picked up has changed. Mr.
Dorshorst said the students are es-
cortedfromthekindergarten buil d-
ing to Rodehaver Avenue, east of
theschool. Alongtheway, they drop
off the buskids behind the kitchen.

Mrs. Long said she wondered
where the kids will walk toif it is
raining or snowing. Thereisn’t any
protection from the weather at that
spot, shesaid.

Board member Barb Olson saic
they looked at alternativesand took
theprincipal’ srecommendationfor
aplan that would cost less money.
Mrs. Olson said thefirst board dis-
cussion on the proposal was at the
buildingtour at thebeginning of the
school year.

The board discussed painting
curbsand changing sidewalks. She
said she thought those items hao
been addressed.

“Safety isreally importanttous,”
said Mrs. Olson, “and if we can do
that better, fine, but I’ m not sure if
weneed to go that far that fast.”

Shesaidshedidn’ tthink theboarc
was saying “no” to the sidewalks,
but wanted to go slow.

Mr. Dorshorst saidthey takesug-
gestions from anywhere, and if
someone has agood ideathen they
useit. Hesaid they haven’t ever re-
ceived acomplaint about the side-
walksbefore, thoughthekindergar-
ten building was erected in the
1960s.

Sheriff patrollingtoday

The Decatur County Sheriff’'s
Department will be patrolling U.S.
36 from county line to county line
all day today as part of astate satu-
ration patrol.

Thepatrol started at midnightand
will last until 11:59 p.m. this
evening. Thisisincooperationwith
statetroopers.
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Thesaturationeffortissponsorec
by theK ansasDepartment of Trans:
portation and the Kansas Highway
Patrol.

Undersheriff Michael Frenchsaic
they plantoemphasi zeenforcemen
for speeding, seat belts, child safety
seatsand impaired driving.



