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Seatbetswould give

children

safer rideon bus

Y ouhavetowear aseatbelttodriveyourcar.  School buseshaveto beclearly marked for

The law doesn’t allow you to make that

choiceanymore.

Y our kids had better be belted in, or you'll

get aticket.

Heaven helpyouif you haveababy bounc-

ing around inthat buggy.

Airline passengers haveto wear a seatbelt.
They want you to keep it on even when the
“fasten-seatbelt” light isout, gofigure.

Y ou need aseatbelt to driveago-cart.

DaeEarnhardt Jr. hasto wear onetodrive

hiscar, or he'll get fined.

They’ reevenstartingto put thethingsonski
lifts, and next, whoknows, maybeAmtrak will

havethemititscoaches.

Sowhy, in God' sname, don’t school buses

have seatbelts?

It’ seasy to say that school busesaresafe, and
they are one of the safest modes of transpor-
tation, no doubt. But on average, 9,500 kids
are hurt in 23,000 school bus crashes each

year. Tendie.

School buseshaveto stop beforecrossinga

railroad track.

School buses have astop signto flag driv-
ers and stop them from whizzing by while
they’ reloading and unloading.

School buseshavetolet kidsout ontheright
these days, no crossing the highway after the

busisgone.

safety.

So why the heck don’t school buses have
seatbelts?

You can't tell usthat kids aren’t bright
enough to bucklethem.

Or our school sareworseoff thaneven Con-
gress suspects.

Y ou can'ttell usthat kidswouldn’t be safer
belted in than bouncing around the busin a
wreck.

That just defieslogic.

Y oucan'ttell usthedriversandteachersare
too busy to makethekidsstrapin.

They’ d bealot easier to managetied down
that they areloose and squirming.

No, it’snot that, isit?

It sthemoney.

It d cost somebucksto put 40-50three-point
harnessesin all those school busses.

It'd be hard to rig the aisle seats, too.

A couple grand per bus, anyway. More to
retrofit old equipment. And there are thou-
sands of buses acrossthe country.

Schoolsprobably don’thavethemoney. It's
scarcethesedays.

Buttheseareour childrenand our grandchil-
dren.

Shouldn’t wedoit anyway?

— SeveHaynes

Louwbaskaball but theywon

I’ vebeentojunior highbasketball
gamesthat had better shooting, and
| had better seats.

But, hey, wewon, anditisn’t ev-
ery day that you get to attend the of -
ficial season opener of theNo. 1 col-
lege basketball team in the nation,
seeyour sonand enjoy thecompany
of several thousandsof your closest
friends.

Stevescored KU basketball tick-
etsfromafriend at the University.

TheJayhawkswererankedNo. 1
by the pollsters before the season
began, and they won pre-season
gamesagainst such major competi-
tionasBritishColumbiaUniversity,
82-51; Langara College, 101-46;
Fraser Valley All Stars, 98-76;
Burnaby MountainAll Stars, 98-76;
Emporia State, 115-70; and Wash-
burn, 79-70.

Friday night, however, they went
onto the court at Allen Fieldhouse
for their first non-exhibition game
and amost blew it.

After watching the Sweet 16 on
televisionat theend of last season, |
was expecting a great game and a
score somewherein the 100s.

But, lastyear’ steamwasn’tonthe
court, and the Jayhawks who were
there, needed to practiceabit more.

Their shots didn’t sink and their
rebounds didn’t happen, but then
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Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

chaynes@nwkansas.com
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Vermont was even worse.

At the half, Kansas had hit 34.4
percent of itsfield goals and Ver-
mont a measly 29.4 percent. The
Jayhawks had 27 reboundsto Ver-
mont’'s21.

Only inthree-point shots did the
Kansas statistics look pretty good,
with 42.9 percent of the outside
shotsgoingthoughthebasket while
Vermontwasabletosink only 21.1

keep our team ontop.

Thebest of the gamewaswatch-
ing senior Wayne Simien hit 25
points and make 14 rebounds, and
seeing Christian Moody take aball
tossed in by ateammate from the
sidelines and dunk it before the
Catamontsknew what happened.

V ermont wasaconferencecham-
pion last year and KU coachesand
players had nothing but praise for

percent. theteam.
Wewereahead but only by three  The compliments were returned
points, 31-28. by thefolksfrom Vermont.

As the second half started, it
looked grim as Vermont surged
aheadto a58-54 |ead. But our boys
came back and wonthegame.

Itwasn't pretty, astheboysinblue
hit 38.2 percent of their two-point
shots, 37.5 percent of the three
pointers, and 69 percent from the
freethrow line.

But a 68-61 win was enough to

After watching other basketball
games this weekend, its nice to
know that some people still know
that civility and friendliness go a
longway tomaking basketball afun
sport to play and watch.

Butl till think the Jayhawksneed
to work on their shooting if they
hopeto keep their crown.

Reader sthank elementary students

TotheEditor:

We want to thank all the grade
school children and their teachers
for thewonderful, moving program
they presentedonNov. 11, inhonor
of al veterans, at the grade school.

About 60veteransreceived acer-
tificateof appreciationfromthestu-
dents and staff of Oberlin Elemen-

L etter totheEditor

tary School fortheir service. Were-  say abig*“ Thank you”!

ally appreciated the patriotic songs Jack and LoisLamb

and program. Oberlin
On behalf of al theveterans, we
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THIS ALMANAC SAYS
WE CAN TELL ROW HIGH

HEATING COSTS WILL BE
BY LOOKING AT J
A CATERPILLAR'S STRIPE.
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" THEN We've GOT
A AZAL PROBLEM...
THIS ONE'S
COVERED WITH

DOLLAR SIGNS!

Someof my oldfriendsstill aren’'t
used to my salt-and-pepper gray
hair.

| know it must have been quite a
shock for them, but to someonewho
never knew the“before,” thisisjust
theway itis.

Jennifer, Alexandriaand | drove
to Texas on Saturday to get a head
start on Thanksgiving preparations
at my daughter Kara's. We stopped
fortacosand chickenstripsat alittle
townjust acrossthe Oklahomaline.
ItwasJennifer’ streat andthecheck-
out lady said, “That will be $5.38.
And with your senior citizen dis-
count, that will be $4.97.”

Jennifer tried not to look at me,
but then | jumped up onthe counter
and screamed, “ Senior citizen dis-
count?!’ll giveyouasenior citizen
discount! You could have at least
asked. You didn’'t have to assume.
I’ drather pay full price!” Itwaskind
of hard for her toignoreme.

“Excuseme,” Jennifer said.“1'm
paying and we're taking the dis-
count. Getoverit. It' sjust thehair.”

That made mefeel alittle better,
but | fussed andfumedtherest of the
way to Dallas.

—ob—

Rosesarestill bloomingin Texas
and my son-in-law Adam planted
pansiesin the back yard thismorn-
ing. We sat outside on the patio in

Nosenior discountsfor her

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts

cplotts@nwkansas.com
J

our pajamas and drank coffee until
it wastimeto get ready for church.
Thekidswereevenrunning around
barefooted. Itisbalmy. | livedin
Dallasfor sevenyears,and| domiss
Texaswinters.

When winter finally comes, it
may snow once. Maybe twice. But
winter lasts about aweek, and then
it'sspring again.

—ob—

Part of my jobat thenewspaperis
to write feature stories. Since I’'m
kind of anatural snoop, it’s perfect
for me. | redly like people, espe-
cialyinteresting people. Andinter-
viewing peopl eisnothingmorethan
talking to them.

Last week, | met ayoung couple
who should start writing their own
book. They are the parents of a 2-
year-old and a set of triplets. My,
my, my. Thestoriesthey’ |l haveto
tell. 1 admirethemfor their positive
attitude. Never onceduring our time

together did either oneof them com:-
plain about their ot in life or what
they have or don’t have.

Perhaps more importantly, |
never heard any fussinessor crying
from any of their children, a gooc
signthat everybody i sgetting plenty
of attention. Not an easy task with
four children of any age.

My mother alwayssaidyoucould
take care of two kidswith one hanc
tied behind your back, but that thirc
childjust upsetstheapplecart. Won-
der what shewould have said about
having threeat atime?

(_ ] )
\From theBlbIg

It isagood thing to give
thanksuntotheL ORD, andto
sing praisesunto thy name, O
most High....Psam92: 1

Dining asa drlvebyrelatlve

We had breakfast in Lawrence,
lunch in Emporia and dinner in
Concordia, probably atetoo much,
but not asmuch aswe might of .

Wecal it “drive-by relatives.”

We dgonetoLawrenceto seethe
"Hawks play basketball. In the
morning, our son Lacy came over
for breakfast, and we talked for an
hour over eggs and coffee.

| think hethoughttheB& B’ seggs
were alittle fro-fro, but he smiled
and told the innkeeper they were
nice.

Thenight before, wefed him hot
wingsandbeer, whichhelikesalot,
no matter what his mother thinks.
She’ sOK withchicken, initsplace,
but she's never thought that was
mixed with hot sauce.

After breakfast, wedroveto Em-
poria, my ancestral home, and the
placewheremy younger brother and
my muchyounger sister havesettied
again. They bothhad beenout atthe
|ake, butthey cametotown, gottheir
kidsand met usat alocal sportsbar.

The place is called Bruffs, and
they make akiller steak sandwich.
My brother assured mel hadtohave
one, andthoughl triedtobeg off, he
persisted.

Though it took awhileto get the

AIongtheSappa

schayn%@nwkan%scom)

By SteveHaynes

aunts and uncles and nieces and
nephews rounded up, we got to
lunchintimeto seelowaStaterear
up and whip the Wildcats. Cynthia
and | tried not to gloat too much.

And since we're both trying to
watch our weight, we cut lunch in
half and asked for go boxes, which
Cynthiaset onthe back seat.

On the way out to my sister’'s
place in the country, we heard a
sandwichslidingaround back there,
and she decided to put them on the
floor when we got there. | had to
washthedashboard and makearest
stop. Itwasancther drive-by, really.

As | was finishing the dash,
Cynthiacalled fromthebarn, and |
went out to see a clutch of three-
week-oldkittens. Whenwegot back
tothecar, sheopened theback door
and found two go boxes, neatly
opened, clearly empty.

Sis' dogs, it seems, are both neat
and efficient, and have good noses.
Only oneonionsliceremainedfrom
my ribeye sandwich, nothing of her
hamburger steak.

Likel said, wedidn’t eat asmuch
aswecould have.

Wetook awalk break, thenhead-
edfor Concordiaanddinner with her
Sister.

We stopped at the nursing home
to see her mom. An hour there, an
hour downtown at this great new
Mexican restaurant, and we were
ready toturntail and headfor home.

We figured we could make it by
midnight if we moved, and | think
she’s been down U.S. 36 enough
times the last few years, she coulo
driveit blindfol ded.

Threemeals, four stops, 500 miles
and 15 counties later, we were
home. It'sabig state.

Keep kidsin class, paper says

Editor’s Note: This editorial in
The Hays Daily News has caused
some comment in Oberlin. Itisre-
printed here so everyone has a
chanceto seeit:

Getthisfor publiceducator logic:
TheOberlin School District’ ssolu-
tionfor thechallenge of thefederal
No Child Left Behind Actistore-
duce student teaching time by two
hoursamonthto giveteacherstime
tofigureout No Child L eft Behind.

That’ sright. The Oberlin School
Boardlast week votedtolet thekids
sleepinanextratwo hoursthethird
Wednesday of the month, when
school will not start until 10 a.m.
Thisisto giveteacherstimeto col-
|aborate, train, work on school-im-
provement plansand makesurethey
arefulfilling thereguirement of the
No Child Left Behind Act.

This has to be the best yet re-
sponse to the federal educational
reform mandate.

The debate in Oberlin, which is
about 80 milesnorthwest of Haysin
Decatur County, was whether to
start late or dismiss early to create

thisteacher time. Oberlin Superin-
tendent Kelly Glodt pointed out to
the board that teachers still will be
working the sameamount of hours;
it’ sjustthekidsthat will beinschool
two fewer hourseach month.

Thisis classic bureaucrat think-
ing. Anditisthereasonthat wehave
problemswith our publiceducation
system.

InsomefairnesstoOberlin,acon-
tract withtheteachersunionmay be
to blame. Such contracts often de-
finethe maximum number of hours
teachers will work, meaning any-
thing more — evenif it isfor the
good of teachersand students—is
not allowed.

Theideaof NoChildLeft Behind
isto raise the proficiency levels of
all studentssothat, ultimately, none
gothroughthepubliceducationsys-
tem without learning the basics.
This initiative has caused wide-
spread handwringingamong public
educators and raised questions
about thefeasibility of itsgoals.

But nomatter how you debatethe
meanstotheend, suraly lessstudent

classroom time is not among the
solutions. Y et that istheeffect of the
late-start daysin Oberlin.

If anything, weshould belength-
ening school days and looking at
year-round schedul es that would
reduce the learning erosion that
takesplaceduring thelong summer
vacation.

Too often, ideas for more class-
room timearetreated as preposter-
oushy theeducation establishment.
And yet the countriesthat are turn-
ing out the best-educated students
do exactly this.

What isludicrousistheideathat
more teacher down time and less
classroom time somehow is away
to better students' education.

Forget about our bureaucracy anc
teacher contractsand any other con-
trivedbarriers. Itistimeinthiscoun-
try toput somelogicintotheadmin-
istration of public education.

Maybe such logic will strike
Oberlineducatorssometimeduring
thoseextratwo hoursamonth away
fromthe classrooms.

—John D. Montgomery



