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Drive
Sarts

The annual food drive at
Stanley Hardware started Fri-
day.

Items are displayed in the
window of the store on Main
Street. Anyone wanting to
bringinitemscandosoduring
store hours.

Thegoal is2,000items.

listens

towants

SANTA CLAUS stayed
busy Friday night, seeing
kidsof all agesonthefirst
floor of theDecatur County
Courthouse. Santaarrived
in town at the end of the
Paradeof Lights. Beforehe
reached the courthouse, a
line stretched down the
west hallway. Andrew
Wade (above) was one of
thefirsttositon Santa slap
to ask for a new toy.
Trooper Jerry Stritt (Ieft)
alsosatontheoldboy’ slap,
whichgot alaughfromev-
eryone, including his
daughter Rachel. Santa
will beback intownto see
kids at 6 p.m. Monday,
Dec. 20.

— Herald staff photos
by Kimberly Davis

First snow stor m of winter
closesschools, icesover roads

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Thefirst snow storm of the year
shut both the Oberlin and Jennings
School districts down Monday,
leaving roads slick but causing no
accidents reported in Decatur
County.

Although there wasn't a ot of
snow, the storm left highwaysiced
over andthe National Weather Ser-
vicesuggestedthat no onetravel on
theroads. TheKansasHighway pa-
trol reported more than a dozen
wreckson [-70, but no seriousinju-
riesinthisarea.

Thesnow startedtofall early Sun-

day morning. Snow had been fore-
cast several timesheforebut except
for alight dusting the area hadn’t
seen any of thewhite stuff.

That changed this weekend and
people waking up to get ready for
church were met with cars, side-
walks and roads covered in white
powder.

The snow continued to fall most
of the day Sunday, although for a
short timeintheafternoonit turned
into sleet.

Indl, alittleunder threeinchesof
snow fell Sunday and Monday
morning. Precipitation from the

storm was .39 of an inch. Thetotal
for theweek was .53 of aninch.

Around5:30a.m. Monday morn-
ing, school Superintendent Kelly
Glodt and Transportation Director
Brian Simonsson started discussing
whether to hold school or call it off.
Mr. Glodt saidthey wereundecided,
though they knew the roads were
slick.

Hesaidthey checkedtheforecasts
and started to call other schoolsin
theareato seewhat they weregoing
to do. Other schools were leaning
towardatwo-hour-latestart, hesaid.

(See STORM on Page8A)

| nstant winner scollect cash

Four instant winnersof theChrist-
mas on Us promotion found their
ticket numbersin adslast week and
received $50 in scrip from The
OberlinHerald.

Two of thewinning ticketswere
picked up at Raye's Grocery and
two camefrom Ward Drug Store.

Togettheticket,sthewinnershad
to have spent at least $10in each of
the stores.

Thefirst to comein and claim
their $50 were Steve and Linda
Smith. They got their ticket from
Raye's, who arrived about ?? p.m.

“Wewereso excitedwecouldn’t

wait until tomorrow,” said Mrs.
Smith.

The Smiths split the money. Mr.
Smith said he was going to use his
half ongasolineand Mrs. Smithsaid
she was going to shop, but wasn’t
surewhere.

Max Carman got his ticket at
Raye's, too. He said he wanted to
useit to purchase ajacket.

Richard Andersongot histicket at
WardDruganddidn’tknow how he
was going to spend the $50.

Sarah Fredrickson got her ticket
from Ward, also. She said shewas
going to buy grocerieswithiit.

Inthisweek’ sissue, therearesix

ticket numbersfor six more people
to beinstant winners. A total of 10
“instant” prizeswill begivenoutin
the next two weeks.

Winnershaveuntil 5p.m. Friday
to bring their ticket to the Herald
office and claim the money. Num-
bersareinsmallertypein Christmas
onUsadsinthespeical C sectionof
the paper today.

Thedrawingfor theChristmason
Usgrand prizewill be held on Sat-
urday, Dec. 18. At that time $1,500
will begivenaway for first placeand
$500 for second place. Any instant
prizesnot yet claimed will begiven
away at that time.

Angé

Tree

SOONSOr'S
need kids

Program providesgifts
for kidsfor Christmas

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

‘Tistheseasonfor giving, which
meansit istimefor the annual An-
gd Tree, whichissetupby theOber-
linJayceestogiveChristmastokids
who otherwise might not have
much.

Normally by Thanksgiving, the
Angel Tree, inthe Fredrickson In-
surance Agency office on Main
Street, hasaround 25kids' nameson
it. As of Friday, though, there was
justonenameonthetreeand paper-
work for 12 moreto go up.

Abby Hissong, who coordinates
thetreefor the Jaycees, said it used
to be that the Oberlin office of the
state Department of Social and Re-
habilitation Services would let
people know about the Angel Tree
and hand out forms. Theofficehere
was closed this year in areorgani-
zation.

Mrs. Hissong said she hascalled
theservicein Norton several times
this year and hasn't seen anything
comeout about the Angel Tree.

Withouttheofficehere, saidMrs.
Hissong, shehashadtoget theword
out other waysthisyear.

The Angel Treeisdesigned for
kids up to age 17 in families who
need someextrahel pattheholidays.
A parent or someonewhoknowsthe
familyfillsoutaform. Theformhas
the name of the child, age, sex and
sizesof clothes, plusany extraitems
needed or special requests. Thatin-
formation is put on another form,
withtheexceptionof thename, then
the sheet without the child’s name

ishungonthetree. Thoseinterested
inhelping comeinandget asheet of f
thetree and go shop for the child.

The presents are then wrapped
andreturnedtotheinsuranceagency
for parents to either pick up or for
delivery.

Mrs. Hissong said anyone wha
knowsafamily with needy kidscan
signthekidsupwhether it begrand-
parents, other relatives, teachersor
even youngsters in their church.
Forms are available at Farmers
Bank and Trust, First National
Bank, Dollar General, Raye’ sGro-
cery and Fredrickson Insurance of -
fice. She said people can call her at
475-3883 and she will send forms
out.

Oberlin, she said, isawonderful
community full of peoplewhowant
to help providefor kids.

Mrs. Hissong saidtoget theword
out about the Angel Tree, she sent
forms to families who used it last
year. She said she wasn't trying to
offend anyone, but wanted to let
familiesknow that it washappening
again.

Even though she hasn’t had very
many hamescomein, shehasalist
of peoplewhowant tobuy thingsfor
the kids. Most like to buy between
Thanksgivingand thesecondweek-
endinDecember. That way they can
hit sales and get more for their
money.

Last year, she said, they had 53
kids. Peopleinthecommunity were

generous. Each of thekidsreceiveo
(See ANGEL Son Page 8A)

Healthnurse
givingflu shots

tohigh-risk people

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

The Decatur County Health De-
partment has received over 300
doses of flu vaccine and has about
120dosesl eft for high-risk patients.

Monthsagowhenthenewsbroke
that half of theU.S. supply had been
contaminated, County HealthNurse
Marilyn Gamblin wondered
whether the county would get any
and if they did, how much. Shehad
ordered through Chiron, the firm
with the spoiled vaccine.

Ms. Gamblin said she went out
looking for vaccine. The McCook
Health Department shared some.
Then, shesaid, HaysMedical Cen-
ter had someleft, and she bought it
and went to pick it up. The depart-

ment also got some from Rawlins
County. The stateis still supposec
to be sending some here, Ms.
Gamblinsaid, butthecounty hasn't
gotten any definite datesyet.

She said without knowing how
many peoplestill want theshot, she
doesn’t want to buy awholelot anc
get stuck withit.

The county received the vaccine
around Nov. 10. Since then, she
said, some of the high-risk people
havereceivedtheshots. Right now,
shesaid, sheistargeting peopleover
65yearsoldandthenafter that those
who areyounger who havechronic
health conditions.

When the county got some vac-

(See SHOTSon Page8A)

Oberlinmandected
In Smith County

Afterpracticingherefor 11years,
Oberlin lawyer Allen Shelton de-
cidedtorunawrite-incampaignfor
Smith County attorney since there
wasno oneontheballot.

Mr. Shelton said he started cam-
paigning for the job about amonth
beforethegeneral el ection, running
adsin both the Lebanon Timesand
Smith County Pioneer. Smith Cen-
ter isabout 95 mileseast of Oberlin
onU.S. 36.

Mr. Shelton said hehad beentalk-
ing to Jim Fetters, who was the
Smith County attorney for 30years.
Hesaidthey wereclassmatesat both
Fort Hays State University and
Washburn University law school.

Mr. Fettershad decided toretire,
and there wasn't anyone in Smith
County interestedinrunningfor the
job. Theelectionwasgetting closer,
Mr. Shelton said, and still there
weren't any candidates.

Hesaidhetakedtohisclassmate
Aand adked ahoi it theinoh He for ind

out that the position does offer
health insurance and it is a good
plan. Mr. Shelton said the health
insuranceisprobably oneof thebig-
gest reasons he decided to run.

He was elected with around 38C
votesonawriteincampaign. There
were no other candidates.

Mr. Shelton said he has never
livedin Smith County, but hiswife,
Marla, isfrom there. Her parents
andbrother still liveonafarminthe
county.

County attorneysin Kansas can
haveaprivatepractice, hesaid. Y ou
just can’'t live on what a county at-
torney makes, said Mr. Shelton.

Hesaid heplanstomovehisprac-
tice to Smith County and buy Mr.
Fetters' building.

In Oberlin, he leases the office
space from Lee and Jane Gilliam.
He said they have been good land-
lords. He and his wife work in the

officetogether except on Tuesdays
(eaM AN on Pace QAN
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* Shots
arrive
here

(Continued from Page 1A)
cine, thosewiththehighest risk were
caled in. The clinic gave out cou-
pons to get the shots, said Ms.
Gamblin. After those were done,
then another list from the clinic
cameout and thoseshotsweredone.
She said they then started going to
peoplewho had called to get ashot.

Shesaid sheisn’t surehow many
still want or need shots.

Ms. Gamblin said the shots cost
$17. If the patient has Medicare, it
will pay for them. Medicaid should
cover the shot, shesaid, but the de-
partment doesn’t bill health insur-
ance companies.

Every county inKansas, shesaid,
gotalittlevaccinefromwhat shehas
heard. She said shedidn’ t think ev-
ery county had received enough
vaccine. Thestateisstill lookingfor
some. Ms. Gamblin said it helped
that someof thecollegesand univer-
sitiessent thevaccinethey received
back soit couldbeusedfor high-risk
patients.

Flu season, shesaid, usualy runs
from December to March. She en-
couragespeoplewhoare65yearsor
older to get the shots. If people are
interested, they shouldcall aheadto
seeif itisagoodday tocomein. The
health department phonenumber is
475-8118.

*Man
WINs
oot

(Continued from Page 1A)
and Fridays, when Sarah
Carter worksat thefront desk.

Mr. Shelton said thecounty
attorney job starts at noon on
either Jan. 10 or 11, so hewill
needtobein Smith County by
then.

The family’s house is for
sale and hiswife and the two
kids at home, Colby, 16, and
Miranda, 10, will join Mr.
Sheltonwhenitissold.

Mr. Shelton said he will
continueto handlemost of his
casesherewhenhemoves, al-
though he did need to with-
draw fromafew. Tobefairto
hisclients, hesaid, hewill ab-
sorb the additional mileage
andtravel time. Hesaid much
of the work anymoreis done
withe-mail and phone. Some-
day, hethinksalot of itwill be
donewithvideoconferencing,
athough heisn’t surewhen.

Mr. Shelton is originally
from Hill City, where hewas
bornandrearedand|ater prac-
ticedlaw. Helivedtherefor 25
years.

*Storm
kegpskids
at home

(Continued from Page 1A)

Mr. Glodt said they decidedtodo
that here, meaning school would
start at 10:20 a.m. The two-hour
delay gavethemtime, if theweather
got worse, to get another forecast
and cancel classes.

Mr. Glodt said he went out to
drivethecounty roadsand highways
whileMr. Simonssonfiel ded phone
cals. Theroadsweredrifting, said
Mr. Glodt.

They got an updated forecast
which said that there was a chance
of thesnow lingeringthroughout the
day, which would only make the
roadsworse. Travel wasn't advised
because of theice under the snow.

Other school swhich had beenon
atwo-hour delay were canceling
classes. Mr. Glodt saidthey decided
therewasn’ t any point andthey can-
celed school for theday.

By Monday night, themainhigh-
way's seemed mostly dry, although
the streets in town were still iced
over.

Internet

tonight!
475-2200!

IN THE PARADE OF LIGHT SFriday night, Kelsey Padgett (above) rodein afloat with
thebanner “ JesusistheReasonfor theSeason.” A largeinflatable Santasat onaflatbedtrailer
— Herald staff photos by Kimberly Davis

(below) for the evening.

Lights
parade
onMain

Therainwassteady Friday night,
but that didn’t stop peoplefromlin-
ing Main Street to watch entriesgo
by inall kindsof vehiclesdecorated
with holiday lights.

Itwastheannual Paradeof Lights,
and that meant it wasthefirst night
stores would be open late down-
town. Santa also made an appear-
ance.

The crowd started to show up
around 6 p.m., and with 30 minutes
to kill before the parade, many
boppedinandout of storestryingto
keep warm and looking for Christ-
mas presents.

Therewere24 paradeentries, said
GlenvaNichols, Chamber of Com-
merce manager, but several of the
entries had morethan one piece.

With Joe Stanley, owner of Stan-
ley Hardware, announcing, the pa-
rade kicked off.

Many stood under thecanopiesto
keepdry, but afew brave soul swent
outtothestreet to seebetter and pick
up candy thrown out from thoseon
thefloats.

Mrs. Nicholssaid Decatur Co-op
took first place, winning $50 in
SantaBucks, withentriesof trucks,
sprayers and other heavy equip-

- I‘I.xl

ment.

“Theywereveryimpressive,” she
said.

The Antique Guild took second
placefortheir float built onaflatbed,
winning $30, and Dan Mayberry
andZachL aheontheir motorcycles
took third, winning $20.

Expohdpssudents
get jobsinthar fidd

Businessandindustry representa-
tives converged on the Northwest
Kansas Technical College campus
in Goodland last week to help the
collegefindjobsfor studentsduring
the annual Tech Expo.

The college had aluncheon for
employers Wednesday, and State
Rep. Jim Morrison spoke after the
meal.

Demonstrations were held
around the campus Thursday, and
the industry representatives met
with studentsandfaculty bothdays.

Representativesfrom businesses
interested in hiring tech college
graduatesattendtheexpoeachyear,
said Patti Purvis, thecollege’ spub-
licity officer,andmeet with students
and with theinstructors.

It's part scouting potential em-
ployees, she said, and part helping
the collegeto ensurethat its gradu-
ates are learning what they really
need to get and hold ajob.

Therewere144 planningtoattend
the luncheon, she said, which is
about the same as previousyears.

At the luncheon, Rep. Morrison
praised the college’ srole in eco-
nomic development. When people

are considering an areato live, he
said, they look at themedical, health
careand educationsystems. If those
aren’t good, people go elsewhere.

The college will experience
growth, Rep. Morrison, a Colby
Republican, said, because it pro-
vides hands-on training. Not many
schools provide that, he said, and
havingthat format will helpthecol-
legegrow.

“How do you teach cosmetology
onthelnternet?’ heasked. “How do
you teach auto mechanics on the
Internet?’

Everythingthecollegedoescan't
betaught on-line, hesaid; itrequires
hands-on training.

Economic development needs
this college, Rep. Morrison said,
addingthat putting money into edu-
cationisagood investment.

Not only isthisthebest technical
college in the state, said College
President Ken Clouse, but no com-
munity can work without the tech-
nical expertsto makethingsrun.

Present for the luncheon were
State Sen. Ruth Clark and Rep.
Ralph Ostmeyer, who will replace
Mrs. Clark inthe Senatein January.

VIO

Heart Attack, Stroke, Blood Clots?

LARRY WALL

800-475-4140

* Angelswanted
tobuy gifts
for youngsters

(Continued from Page 1A)
giftsanddonationsallowedthemto
buy $5 gift certificates for each to
either Pizza Hut or A&W. Each
older child also got afree passto
Sunflower Cinema. Those who
weretooyoung for themoviesgota
Beanie Baby.

They would liketo do themovie
passesagainthisyear, shesaid, and
also giveout books. She said dona-
tionsarewelcome.

Mrs. Hissong said many families
inOberlinbuy fortheAngel Treeas
afamily project. Last year, shewas
toldthat onefather asked hiskidsnot
toget himanything, butinsteadtake

their money and get a name off the
tree and buy something for achild.

Forms for the tree need to be
turned in by Friday to give those
who shop a chance. Mrs. Hissong
said anyonewith questionscan call
her.

Shesaid she can’t thank thosein
the community who support this
project enough. There are so many
people who go unnoticed, she said
Thisisaneed that needsto be met.
Shesaid shewantstomakesurethat
the project continues.

Anyonewhoknowsafamily that
could usethisextrahelpisurgedtc
fill out aform.

Farm Bureau board
getsnew member

The Kansas Farm Bureau board
hasafreshnew member fromnorth-
western Kansas, as Goodland’s
LindaFranklinwasel ectedtoatwo-
year term earlier thismonth.

“I’m excited to serve,” Mrs.
Franklin said. “I’m proud to repre-
sent thisarea.”

Mrs. Franklin said sheisalong-
time member of the Farm Bureau,
keeping active in programs and
serving on committees.

She said she has not been in a
board meeting before, but she will
go through courses to see how it
works. She will serve from Good-
land, she said, and attend meetings
at headquartersin Manhattan.

One of only 10 board members
from around the state, she said, she
will haveachancetobringupissues
affectingthisarea.

Mrs. Franklin said she was
electedat theFarmBureau’ sannual
meeting. Sheisexcited about work-

ing for thegroup, whichfocuseson
education and keeping government
aware of farming issues.

“| think it's a very worthwhile
organization,” shesaid.

Shesaid she hasno plansfor any
big changesintheorganization, but
shewill try to makeit better.

“Myintent,” shesaid, “istomake
itastronger organi zation, astronger
voice.”

Mrs. Franklinlives10milessouth
of Goodland, wheresheand her hus-
band Geradfarmirrigatedand dry-
land crops. Shesaidthey havelived
there for 23 years, growing wheat,
corn, sunflowers, soybeans anc
milo. Shesaid oneof thegreat things
about the Farm Bureau is that it
works through grassroots support,
and she welcomes questions anc
comments.

“That’s one of the great things
about this organization,” she said.
“I"'m hereto serve.”

Familiestobehonored

Funeral homes in McCook,
Indianola, Benkelmanand Stratton,
Neb., will join Community
HealthCareand Hospicein M cCook
to sponsor a Service of Remem-
brancein December for familiesto
honor thosewho diedthispast year.

The service will beat 2 p.m. on
Sunday, Dec. 12, at the McCook

Christian Church, 507 West B
Street.

Familieswhomthefuneral homes
and hospice have served this past
year areinvited. Anyonewhowould
liketo beincluded should call Car-
penter Breland Funeral Home at
(308) 345-3838 by Monday.

GET YOUR
GIFT

SubscRipTiON

Today!

You doNT HAVE TO WRITE iT!
You doNT Have 1O mail iT!
IT comes Every Week!

Subscribers whose mailing addressisin
Decatur, Norton, Rawlins, Sheridan, Thomas
and Red Willow counties  ®30
Elsewherein Kansas %34
Elsewhere in the United States *37
To order your subscription, fill out
the coupon below and send it with payment to:

THE OBERLIN HERALD

170 S. Penn Ave. Oberlin, Kan. 67749

¥
i
|




