Memorial treeplanned
by Hospice Services

Hospice Services of Decatur
County will bedecorating aChrist-
masMemoria Treefortheholidays
at the United Northwest Federal
Credit Unionin Oberlin.

An ornament with the name of
each honored personwill be placed
on thetreefor adonation to the an-
nual campaign.

“By giving to the Memorial
Christmas Tree,” said county Hos-
pice Coordinator Carol Duncan, “
you honor the cherished memories

of loved ones. Itisa soatradition of
hel ping othersin Decatur County to
receivemuch-needed careand com-
fort during afinal illness.

“By giving to Hospice Services,
you allow someone to share their
gift of life with family and friends
tothevery end.

“Duringthisseasonof givingand
caring, we invite everyone to help
decoratethetree. There' salittlebit
of anangel in al of us. Thanksfor
letting yoursshinethrough. ”

Patronagechecksgiven
by electriccooperative

ThePrairie Land Electric Coop-
erative board recently approved a
capital credit retirement totaling
$611,000.

Checkswere mailed to members
on Dec.1 for patronage they had
with the cooperativesince 1985. In
thepast fiveyears, PrairieLand has
paidmorethan$1.6 millionincapi-
tal credit refunds.

In addition to the capital credit
payout, they issue monthly billing
creditsof 1/2 cent per kilowatt hour
that will total over $500,000 in
2004. Since 1999, Prairie Land
members have received over $5.4
millionincapital creditrefundsand

direct billing credits.

The cooperative’s financial
strength over thepast few yearshas
mademonthly creditsandyear-end
payouts possible, said President
Gilbert Berland.

“As a member-owned electric
cooperative,” hesaid, “ our mission
istoprovideour memberswithgood
quality serviceand at thesametime
keepratesaslow aspossibleconsis-
tent with sound business practices.
Wearehappy toreturndividendsto
our member-ownersat atimewhen
pricesfor natura gas, propane and
fuel oil areontherise.”

Turner concert setinNorton

Nashville recording artist Josh
Turner will perform at 7 p.m. on
Sunday at the East CampusAudito-
rium in Norton, sponsored by the
Norton County ArtsCouncil.

Mr. Turner grew uponafarmnear
Hannah, S.C., wherehisgrandfather
andgreat-grandfather werefarmers.
A strong Christian, hesayshissong-
writing ability isagift from God.

He received a standing ovation
when he sang his hit, “Long Black

Train,” atitheGrand OleOpry. Ithas
beennominatedfor Song of theY ear
by the Country Music Association
and the Christian Country Music
Awards.

He is accompanied by members
of afive-piece band, including his
wife.

Ticketsfor the concert are avail -
ableat theNorton Chamber of Com-
merce office. Call (785) 877-2501
forinformation.

Neghborshold holiday dinner

Fifty-threeOberlinmembersand
guests, including Jim Huston of
Loomis, Neb., a Royal Neighbor
field representative, met at The
Gateway on Friday for a holiday
dinner.

OracleNadean Stoney welcomed
theguests. Theflag salutewasgiven
and MillieLippelman gavethein-
vocation.

After adelicious dinner, Jim

Huston gave the program, which
included adviceonletting someone
know whereimportant papersarein
case of death. He also encouraged
each person to make alist to make
thingssimpler to settlefollowing a
death.

Memberswereal so present from
theNorcatur, McCook, and Wil son-

villecamps. DianeHasenbergerand -

Robin Edgett won the door prizes.

M or an named wheat |eader

Kansas Congressman Jerry
Moranwasrecently namedthe2004
Wheat L eader of the Y ear by the
National Association of Wheat
Growers, the Wheat Export Trade
Education Committeeand theU.S.
Wheat Associates.

Theawardispresented each year
toonerepresentativeor senator who
hasgonebeyond thecall of duty on

behalf of whesat producers, andisthe
highest Congressional honor given
by thewheat organizations.

Theawardwill bepresentedat the
North American Grain Congress,
thecombined annual convention of
the National Association of Wheat
GrocersandtheNational Grain Sor-
ghum Producers in February in
Reno, Nev.

Septicsystem feeplanned

The Northwest Local Environ-
mental Protection Group has had
major funding changes.

As of Jan. 1, 2005, they will
charge a $50 Letter of Intent fee,
similartoapermit, whichisgoodfor
oneyear. Itisrequiredontheinstal-
lation of modification of all septic

systemswithintheNorthwest L ocal
Environmental Protection Group
area.

They will continue to offer free
privatewater testingto privateindi-
vidualsonly. For details, contact the
officeat (785) 421-2769at Hill City,
or (785) 462-8636 at Colby.

K-Statesetsag conferences

KansasStateUniversity Research
and Extension is offering the fol-
lowing area and statewide agricul-
tural conferences and field daysto
all interested persons.

Dec. 14-15: Kansas Hay and
Grazing Expo, Hutchinson, (888)
550-5376.

Dec. 16: Strategic Thinking and
Business Planning Workshop,
Manhattan, (785) 532-3526.

Jan. 13: Strategic Marketing
Workshop, Manhattan, (785) 532-
3526.

For details, contact thelocal ex-
tension office.
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The time of your call is the price of your pizza!
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Open 11 a.m. till 9 p.m. Weekdays & Sundays
Open 11 a.m. till 10 p.m. Fridays & Saturdays
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Prayer Partnersrevealed

Prairie Chapel United M ethod-
ist Women met on Dec. 1 at the
home of Angie Wilson. Rall call
was answered with a custom or
gift remembrance by 10 mem-
bers. Co-hostesses were Traci
Uehlinand Joyce Rippe.

ColeenRippereadastory from
the book, “I thought there was a
road there,” for devotions. A
thank you card wasread fromthe
Macfeefamily. The Special Mis-
sion Recognition pinwill bepre-
sented at the next meeting.

New bookswerepurchasedfor
the reading program. President
AngieWilsonhad abox of books
for anyone who wanted them. It

wassuggested that somesummer
meetings be held in the evening
somoreworking memberscould
attend. The Christmas program
will beheldat 7 p.m. onDec. 22.

It was voted to have Prayer
Partners next year and names
were drawn. Members tried to
guesstheir Prayer Partners, then
foundoutwhenthey openedtheir
gifts. Rowena Cathcart gavethe
program in the absence of Ethel
Railsback.

Thenext meetingwill beat the
homeof NadeneL afferty on Jan.
5, with Rowena Cathcart as co-
hostess. Coleen Rippe will give
the program.

GroupenjoysChrigmascarols

Oberlin United Methodist
Women met on Dec. 1 at Wheat
Ridge Terrace with residents as
invited guests. Devotions, based
on the Christmas story from the
Gospel of Luke, were given by
Edla Olson. She also told of her
visittotheHoly Land during the
Christmas seasonin 1987.

Group singing of several fa-
vorite Christmas carols was led
by Amy Carman, who accompa-
nied the singing on her guitar.
Program chairman Maxine
Smithtoldabout thecomposer of
each carol and how it had come
to be written. Mrs. Carman also
sang severa solos, “What Child

IsThis?’, “O Holy Night” and
“Mary, DidY ouKnow?’ andwas
joined by her children, |saac and
Patience in singing “Away in a
Manger.” Mrs. Smithclosedwith
an appeal for peace in the world
by reading “What | Want Most
ThisChristmas.”

Hostesses were Pat Wright,
Marian Fraker and Joan Betts, as-
sisted by MarciaL ohoefener.

Day of Prayer and Self-Denial
will beobservedat the Jan. 5noon
meeting with abrown bag lunch
in the fellowship hall of the
church. Hostess will be Louise
Pollnow and program leader will
beMary Waldo.
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Please join us in celebrating

Shirley A.
Ward'’s
70th Birthday

with a card showver.

Our ‘old nurse’ joins the ranks

f the septuagenarians on

December 8th.

hirley’s address is:
1002 E. Ash,
Oberlin, KS 67749

Thanks!
The family of Shirley Ward

Sorry Mom, your kids were behind !

HomeTime

Multi-county Extension Agent

~

By Tranda\Watts

Think safety when
traveingwith food

It's atime-honored tradition for
many peopleto bring food to gath-
erings, such asholiday meals. How
do you decide who brings what or
how to travel with food if you're
asked to bring something?

When assigning foods or decid-
ing what to take, consider type of
foodanddistancetotravel. Remem-
ber thetwo-hour rule: avoidleaving
perishable foods at room tempera
turelonger thantwohours(onehour
in warmer seasons when the tem-
peratureisover 90 degreesFahren-
heit). Thetwohoursincludesprepa
ration time for foods that aren’t
cooked or foods that need more
preparation steps after cooking.

People traveling along distance
might bring non-perishablessuchas
rolls, breads, and cookies. Those
traveling about a half hour or less
can more safely bring perishable
foods such as meat, poultry, fish,
eggs and dairy products or foods
containingtheseitems. Nearer rela-
tivesal soareabetter choicefor pro-
viding salads, relishes and veg-
etables.

When traveling with food, keep
hot foods hot (140 degrees or hig-
her) by wrapping them in foil, and
theninheavy towels. Or, carry them
ininsulated wrappersor containers
designed to keep food hot.

Place cold foodsin acooler with

ice or freezer packs, or in an insu-
lated container with acold pack so
they remain at 40 degreesor lower,
especially if traveling over a half-
hour.

Onarrival, placecoldfoodsinthe
refrigerator. Place hot foods in an
oventurned up high enoughtokeep
thefood at an internal temperature
of 140 degreesor above; useafooo
thermometer toassurethefood stays
at asafeinternal temperature. Plan
to serve shortly after guests have
arrived.

Another possibility istocarry all
perishable food in an ice chest and
come early, then prepare the fooo
afteryouarrive.

Remember, if you travel with
food, takeadetour aroundthe* dan-
ger zon€e”. Keep hot foodshot (14C
degrees or higher), and cold foods
cold (40 degreesor lower).

If you have further questions
about food saf ety or preparationsfor
the holidays, contact your local ex-
tension office.

Tranda Watts is Kansas State
University extension specialist in
food, nutrition, healthand safetyfor
Decatur, Gove, Norton, Sheridan,
and Tregocounties. Call her at 785-
443-3663 or e-mail twat-
ts@oznet.ksu.edu. For moreinfor-
mation, contact the county exten-
sion office, 475-8121.

Love,

To the Farmer’s Son

The Farmer’s daughter and Farmer’s Grandkids
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GET YOUR
GIFT
SubsCRipTION
Today!

You doNT HAVE TO WRITE iT!
You doNT Have 1O mail iT!

IT comes Every Week!

Subscribers whose mailing addressisin
Decatur, Norton, Rawlins, Sheridan, Thomas

and Red Willow counties
Elsewherein Kansas
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Elsewhere in the United States 37
To order your subscription, fill out
the coupon below and send it with payment to:

THE OBERLIN HERALD

170 S. Penn Ave. Oberlin, Kan. 67749
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