THE OBERLIN HERALD

75¢ (tax included; 54¢ delivered at home)

20 Pages, 3 Sections

Wednesday, December 8, 2004

e

— il g fr ia
i .
e i, o | il

at—

=S

AT THE WOMEN’S
FAIR Saturday, Dr. Gary
Fredrickson(above) gothis
ear candled by JaneCarlide
of the Washboard. Judy
Ploussard (left) looked at
jewelry. Thesecond annual
Women's Fair brought 31
booths together geared to-
ward women. There was
everything from make-up
tocoffeetostampsto purses
to home decorations. Dur-
ing the lunch hour, the
OberlinGirl Scoutsopened
alunchboothinthearenaat

The Gateway.

— Herald staff photos
by Kimberly Davis
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Wetland
options
discussed

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Threeexpertstouredthelakearea
at Sappa Park last Thursday before
presenting ideas on how to build a
wetlands at the park to the City
Council meeting that night.

DennisHaag of TetraTechEMI,
aprivate consulting firm, gave a
dlidepresentation showingthat wet-
lands need an ecosystem which de-
pendsonwater, soil and vegetation.
He was joined by Chris Barrens
from the Kansas Department of
Wildlifeand Parksand Phill Bausch
with the Watershed Institute. The
men cameat theinvitation of Coun-
cilman Jay Anderson and a group
interested inthelake.

Mr. Haag said a wetlands nor-
mally increases the value of land.
Oberlin has a 141-acre sediment-
filled lake right now. Theland is
leased for farming.

The place isthere, but the ques-
tion is how do you take the water
flowandmakeit availabletorestore
thelake, hesaid. Thecreek hasalot
of losses, water appropriationsand
restrictions, he said.

The city could use the outflow
fromthewastewater plant, hesaid,
andusegravity flowtopipeittothe
lake.

Theideaistocreateasmall pond,
divertwater flow and openthechan-
nel and the spillway.

Thereis afederal program for

City
Round up

At a meeting Thursday night,
the Oberlin City Council:

« Discussed putting lights in
place of the skylights atthe library
whenanewroofisinstalled. Story
on Page 3A.

+ Accepted the low bid to putin
a water main extension to the in-
dustrial park north of town. Story
on Page 3A.

*Heard bids from two men who
would both like to farm the lake
bottom at Sappa Park. Story be-
low.

» Talked with men from private
agencies and a state department
who had some ideas to make the
lake bottom at Sappa Park a wet-
lands. Story to left.

+ Decided to continue giving
Sunflower Cinema a $100
monthly electrical allowance.
Story on Page 3A.

wetlands, said Mr. Haag. If thecity
iseligiblefor that, it could pay 100
percent of the cost.

He said from reading state laws,
aperson can impound 15 acre feet
of water without appropriations.

(SeeLAKE on Page5A)

Twoareamen

bidtocashfarm
old lakebottom

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Twomenbidtofarmthelakebot-
tom at Sappa Park during a City
Council meetinglast Thursday, but
thecouncil decided not to makeany
decisionsuntil they had moreinfor-
mation.

Jim Abbey’ shid wasfor $32 per
acreand Kendal Fisher’ shidwasfor
$53 per tillable acre.

Jim Abbey has been farming the
landfor years, evenwhentheyouth
ranchwasrunby CooksonHills.His
leaseisup March 1, but thecity has
tonotify Mr. Abbey 30 daysbefore
that to break thelease, which isthe
beginning of February.

Mr. Abbey said his plan for the
land for next year isto plant sun-
flowers. The estimated amount the
city would make on the crop is
$8,554.

The second bidder was Kendal
Fisher, who said heplannedtoplant
alfalfaontheland. Theleasehepre-
sented to the council would allow
him to continue harvesting alfalfa
off the land for five years once he
starts. If thefirst harvest isin 2006,

Good Samar itan Center setsup goalsfor future

Workersat the Decatur Good Sa-
maritan Center mettodiscussgoals
recently and project where they
want to beinthe next 10 years.

Jan Badsky, activitiesdirector at
the center, said regional director
Randy Fitzgeraldwasherefor alun-
cheon Thursday to talk about the

centers in Oberlin and Atwood.
Department headsfromboth centers
were present. With adrop in popu-
lationintheschoolsandinthetown,
she said, the center will be facing
somedifficult challenges. They are
looking at some added services.
Thestaff brainstormed and came

Four morereadersclaimed $50
“instantwinner” prizesthisweek
in the annual Christmas on Us
promotion.

That leaves just two morein-
stant prizes, since four claimed
prizes last week, too. There are
four numbersintheadsthisweek.

Four readerswin
$50in Santabucks

Thefirsttwowinningticketsmust
be presented at The Oberlin Her-
ald by 5 p.m. Friday to claim the
prizes.

The four winning tickets all
werereceived frombusinesseson
Main Street.

(SeeINSTANT on Page5A)

upwith14goals, saidMrs. Badsky.

Oneistodo somemarketing out-
sideof theareatotell peoplewhat a
small rural areacan offer.

Mrs. Badsky said the group
agreedthat thepublicisn’t awareof
what it takes to run abusiness like
this. Theaveragecost torunafacil-

ity likethe center is approximately
$105aday per resident for Oberlin,
shesaid.

She said they want to make the
public aware of how many people
work at the center and how changes
would affect them. At no point in
time, saidMrs. Badsky, didthey dis-

cussclosing.

Part of making people aware of
what isgoing on, shesaid, is offer-
ing totalk to groupsintown. There
are lots of things about becoming
older that people and their families
needtounderstand, includingtrusts,

(See CENTER on Page5A)

Angd Treeneedsshoppers

Thetree is hung with Christmas
bows and red forms with sizes,
needsandwantsof childrenwhoare
partof familieswhoneedalittlehelp
thisholiday season.

Abby Hissong said the Angel
Tree, sponsored each year by the
Oberlin Jaycees, has more than 57
kidson it thisweek. She said eight
forms were picked up from
Fredrickson Insurance Agency on
Friday that have not been returned,
so theremay be more.

Mrs. Hissong said they also are
starting to get formsback that were
sent out by the Social and Rehabili-
tation Servicesofficein Norton.

Last week, the tree only had 12
names. It wasaslow beginning and
thelist of buyerswaslonger thanthe
list of kidswho needed things.

Now, she said, the list of those
who wanted to buy has been ex-
hausted and thereareplenty of kids
leftonthetree. It seemsthisyear, she
said, there are alot more families

buying for thekids.

Anyonewho wantsto be abuyer
should stop by Fredrickson Insur-
anceand pick up asheet off thetree.
Sofar, she said, theyoungest child
islandtheoldestis15. Thereisa
nice mixture of boysand girls.

Namesof kidswho need presents
should bein by Friday. Thetreeis
availablefor childrenupto 17.

Anyone who wants to buy gifts
can go into the office anytime and
pick up asheet, shesaid.

thenitwouldrunfor fiveyearsafter
that.

Thecontract saysthat Mr. Fisher
would want control on trespassing
duringhislease. Hesaidhewantstc
have some control on people driv-
ing aroundthereand hunting onthat
land.

City Attorney Steve Hirsch saic
whenthelandwasoriginally given
tothecity by theold state Forestry,
Fish and Game Commission, the
ideawasthat it would be kept open

(See COUNCIL on Page5A)

Food pile
growing
seadily

The annual Stanley Hardware
food driveisup and running.

Donationsarebeingtakenfor the
Decatur County Food Pantry during
business hoursand being placed in
the south window of the store.




* |ngant
winners

get $50

(Continued from Page 1A)

The first winner to comein was
ElaineMarcuson, whogot her ticket
at the LandMark Inn. Mrs.
M arcuson said sheplannedto spend
the money on groceries.

Next it was Elvin Beneda, who
received histicket at Addleman
Drug Store. Hesaid hewasgoingto
usethe money to buy gifts.

Shirley Simpson came in next.
She got the ticket from Stanley
Hardware and planned to buy
Christmas presents with her win-
nings.

Lastly, Rosalie Bainter camein.
Shereceived her ticket from R& M
ServiceCenter and plannedto spend
her money on Christmas presents
for the grandkids.

Thefinal drawingfor thepromo-
tion will be held at 11 am. at the
gazebo downtown on Saturday,
Dec. 18. Tickets will be drawn for
the$1,500 Grand Prizeandthe$500
First Prize.

Anyoneover 18 yearsold iseli-
gibletowin. Shoppersget oneticket
for every $10 spent at sponsoring
businesses. They can also get one
freeticket each week at The Ober-
lin Herald office and the Chamber
of Commerce office.

Employees of the newspaper are
not eligible to win. Employees of
sponsoring businesses cannot re-
ceive tickets at their place of em-
ployment.

Sponsors are Addleman Drug
Store, Ward Drug Store, Stanley
Hardware, Raye's Grocery Store,
Countryside Veterinary Clinic,
Southwest Implement, R& M Ser-
vice Center, Hansen's Plumbing,
Heating and Air Conditioning, Ray
Jewelry, Dale’s Fish ‘N’ Fun,
Culligan Water Conditioning,
Times Past Antiques, the Carpet
Center, Prairie Petals, Home Plan-
ning Center, Oberlin Mercantile,
Fidele Electric, Woodcrafting,
Lumber and Hardware, Lifetime
Eyecare, Cabin Antiques, Decatur
County Implement, the Dresser,
Rocking R and Fine Spirits Video.

Winnersarepaid in scrip, which
can be spent only at sponsoring
merchants.

Lights
tobe
judged

The Decatur County Area
Chamber of Commerce is
holding Christmashouselight-
ing contests in Oberlin,
Jennings and Norcatur, with
judging scheduled for next
week.

Peopledonot havetosignup
toenterinthecontest; justturn
ontheChristmaslightsoutside
and they will bejudged.

Glenva Nichols, Chamber
manager, saidthejudging will
start on Sunday andendon Fri-
day, so keepthelightson.

Oberlin will be divided up
intofour sections, shesaid, and
there will be judges going to
Norcatur and Jennings.

In each city, prizes will be
$75 for first, $50 for second
and $25 for third place. In
Oberlin those prizes will be
taken off thewinners' electric
bills. In Jennings, where Mid-
west Energy isco-sponsoring,
andinNorcatur, theprizeswill
bein cash.

In Jennings, the names of
winnerswill be posted on the
Post Office door by Saturday,
Dec. 18. In Norcatur, winners
will beannouncedat adrawing
the same day. Winners in
Oberlinwill beannounced dur-
ing the Oberlin Business Alli-
ancedrawingonMonday, Dec.
20.

Decoratingthetree

ON FRIDAY,, Ivah Alexander (left) and EdlaOlson put ac
naments on thetree at the Decatur County Good Samaritan Center.
— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Davis

oubl eof their hbmemade or-

* Center officialsset goals

(Continued from Page 1A)
guardianships and warning signs
whenfamiliesaregetting burned out
caring for loved ones.

The nursing home industry is
gradually changing, she said.
People are growing older, and liv-
inginthehomeisjust adifferent part
of their lives.

The center has been going
through somephysical changes, she
said, with the move to neighbor-

hoods. The group talked about
changingthecenter tomakeit more
Christ-centered.

Thisisthemostimportanttimein
elderslives, shesaid, thelast living
years. In that stage people start to
center around the beginnings of
their livesand Christ.

They need to know they are al-
lowedtodothat and areabletolive
init.

Shesaidthey wouldlike Decatur

Community High alumni living
elsewheretobemoreawareof what
ishappening at the center.

Quiality of careshouldn’tbemea-
sured by the miles traveled to see
their parents or grandparents, she
said, butwhat thoseresidentscanget
fromafacility.

“Wewant tobecomeabetter cen-
ter than we aready are,” said Mrs.
Badsky, “togrow andbeherefor the
next 10 years.”

Boar d discussesevaluation

TheOberlin School Boardhelda
special meeting last Monday night
to discuss the superintendent’s
evaluation in several closed ses-
sions.

Theboardhadreceivedtheevalu-
ation*“tool,” or form, ahead of time
andeachmember had achancetofill
it out. Theopinionstheboard came
upwithwerethencompiledfor dis-
cussion.

The board called a 15-minute
closed session and two five-minute
closed sessionswith Superintendent
Kelly Glodt. Theboardthenheldan
hour-long closed session without
him. Mr. Glodt was called back in
for 15 and five-minute sessions.

Mr. Glodt saidin each goal area,
the board described and discussed
the positive things he had accom-
plished. They thentalked about sug-

gestionsfor Mr. Glodttofocusonin
the next six months and lastly any
concerns.

“It was very beneficial for me,”
thesuperintendent said. “ It gaveme
someguidanceonwhattofocuson.”

Mr. Glodt said two things the
board discussed with him were
moving forward on alist of im-
provements the facilities advisory
council drew up and financial mat-

Riderswill hold dance, fund raiser

TheTrippleCreek Riderswill be
giving away two horses at adance
they areplanning on Saturday, Dec.
18, at the Bohemian Hall.

The horse, a 3-year-old sorrel
grademareanda2004 weanling bay
grade stud colt, will be given away
inafund raiser at the event.

Thedancestartsat 7p.m.withfree
finger foodsand pop. Theband Ren-

dezvouswill be playing.

Admittanceis$7 for couples, $5
for singlesover 13, $3 for children
and freefor kidsunder 5.

The club, said secretary Kristin
McHugh, is a non-profit organiza-
tionwhich connectskidsand horses.
Thegroupbuiltanarenasouthof the
fairgroundwherethey holdfundays
and shows. They alsodotrail rides.

They are members of the Kansas
Western Horseman's Association,
which allows members to attend
those shows.

All themoney fromthedancewill
go to arena improvements and
eventsfor themembers.

Everyone is welcome to event.
Membershipsto the Tripple Creek
Ridersareavailable.

Center wantstofixup bird aviary

A Decatur County Good Samari-
tan Center fundraiser toimproveits
aviary is coming to a close, with
prizesto be given away during the
yuletide celebration at 3 p.m. on
Friday, Dec. 17.

The center’s contractor says it
won’'t maintain the aviary, in the
main room at the center, becauseit

isso out-of-date. When acompany
maintains an aviary, said Jan
Badsky, activities director, they
know the species of birds and how
totake care of them.

To help raise money tofix it the
center will be giving away four
prizes. Thefirst prize, arobinprint,

was donated by the Sunflower
Chapter of PheasantsForever. Sec-
ond is $50 in Santa bucks from the
center, third is $25 in gas from
Sinclair and fourthistwolargepiz-
zasfrom PizzaHut.

Forinformation, call Mrs. Badsky
at 475-2245.

Women will hold hometour on Sunday

Theannual Decatur Professional
Women’ s Christmas Home Tour
will start at 3:30 p.m. on Sunday.

Ticketsare$12 andareonsaeat
the Dresser or through members of

V10XX

If you had a heart attack, stroke or blood clots
while using Vioxx, call:

VERLIN A. INGRAM ~ ATTORNEY

316-262-2018
727 North Waco, Suite 175 ¢ Wichita, KS 67203

theclub. Homesonthetour thisyear
include those of Judy Scott, Anita
Hirsch, Jennifer Auxier and Peggy
Carswell.

Theticket priceincludesboththe

tour and asoup supper following at
the United Church in Oberlin. The
tour will start at the church.

Money raised will goto scholar-
shipsfor girlsand women.
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* Lakeoptions
discussed again
at city mesting

(Continued from Page 1A)
That wouldmeanapond about 5feet
wide and three feet deep.

If part of thelake bed wasturned
into awetlands, hesaid, itwouldn’t
be suitablefor farming anymore.

The best they could hopefor, he
said, would betwo cellseachwitha
total of 10 acresof openwater. The
rest would then be wetlands.

The dam at the lake lookslike it
isin great condition, hesaid; it just
needs trees cleaned off of it. The
outlet pipe could be renovated or
replaced economically.

Mr.Haagsaiditjust might betime
for thecity to put in apipefromthe
waste water plant. If that water is
used on the city’ s property, itisal-
ready their water. Onceit goesinto
thecreek, hesaid, thecity losescon-
trol.

Oberlin produces about 100,000
gallonsaday or 70 gallons of water
a minute. There would be some

natural water comingin.

Jim Abbey, who farms the lake
bottom, askedif they would stopthe
flow of thecreek. Therewouldn’ t be
anymoredamsbuilt, saidMr. Haag,
basicaly just digging out apit.

The group talked about trucking
water tothelake. Mr. Haag said, al-
though they could do that, it isn’t
economical because trucks woulo
have to be constantly running. The
most efficient way isapipe.

Whatisthepossibility of thishap-
pening? asked Councilman Joe
Stanley. It depends on the city’ s
drive, Mr. Haag replied.

The council urged thelake com-
mittee to continue looking into op-
tions for the lake property. Mayor
Ken Shobe said the committee
should continue and see what i<
available, but they aren’t going tc
cut off farming this year. Both Dr.
Andersonand Jack Bentonserveon
thecommittee.

* Council recaives
twobidstofarm
Sappalakebottom

(Continued from Page 1A)
for hunting, but thereisno law say-
ing that it hasto stay open.

Theleasewould settherent at $53
per tillable acre per year.

Councilman Stan McEvoy said
heneeded moreinformationbefore
making adecision. Hesaidhewould
liketo see somefigureson how the
city hasbeendoingwithMr. Abbey.
Dr. Andersonsaidhewantedtolook
at some other optionsfor theland.

Councilman Patrick Pomeroy
saidhewouldliketoknow what the
park committee thinks about all of
this.

The group talked about putting
thediscussionontheagendafor the
first meeting in January.

Mr. Abbey said he could get his
10-year history.

Why isitthat all of thecity’ sfarm
ground for rent isn’t up for bid?

asked Mr. Abbey. Mayor Ken
Shobe said he didn’t know.

Thereisland at the airport and
near theirrigationwell thecity pur-
chased. Mayor Shobe said they
should look at bidson all three. He
saidthey should probably beadver-
tised.

It should be fair, said Mr.
McEvoy.

Thelakewas put up for bids be-
causeCouncilman Andersondidn’t
bring anything else up but the lake
bottom, said Mr. Abbey.

Councilman Ray Ward said they
should get bids with mowing anc
without it at the airport, since the
current tenant mows the grounc
there.

The city said they would like all
thebidsby Jan. 1. They talked about
doing rent in ways other that cash,
but decided to just do cash rent.
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