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Congressshould beable
tosolveinteligencecriss

It seems hard to believe, inthe wake of the
Sept. 11 commission report and the intelli-
gence fiasco leading up to the Iraq war, that
Congress can’t pass a hill to reorganize our
national intelligence agencies.

Infighting over control of military intelli-
gencehaskept thebill fromafloor voteinthe
House, thoughit passedthe Senatewitha most
no opposition.

But the chairman of the House Armed Ser-
vices Committee, Duncan Hunter, wants it
changed to guarantee that information from
military sourcesand satellitesgoesdirectly to
battlefield commanders.

Thehill, following recommendationsof the
Sept. 11 commission, would createanew na-
tional director to oversee al intelligence ac-
tivities.

Of course, that’ sthe samereason Congress
gaveusadirector of Central Intelligenceinthe
1950s. Since then, though, the information-
gathering business has fragmented, split
among operations people and analysts at the
CIA, thePentagonandtheindividual services,
theDefenselntelligenceAgency, andtheelec-
tronicsnoopsat theNational Security Agency.

With so many spies, it’s hard for them to
keep track of what they are doing, let alone
what future and current enemiesareup to.

Our guessisthat Congresswill passthebill
this week before it goes home for good, be-
cause something hasgot to bedone. It’ ssim-
ply unacceptable that our entire intelligence
network could have been so wrong about
somethingsobasicaslraq’ s* weaponsof mass
destruction.”

What happenswill havetobemorethanjust

areorganization, though. Thenew intelligence
chief will haveto pick peopletorunhisagen-
cieswhowill focusonthejob, andnotontheir
jobs.

Nothing is more critical to national policy
than knowing what isgoingon outinthereal
world. Electronic snoopingisgreat, but most
of what it bringsinis confusing chatter. Re-
portsfrom spiesand observersinthefieldare
vital, but someone has to comb them for the
thread of thetruth.

Intelligence just can’t be filtered through
political vision. That’ sdangerous.

Thisisnoeasyjob. Weconsolidatedthefield
once, anditdidn’ ttake. But wehavetodo bet-
ter.

Thetoll wepaidfor beingunpreparedfor the
Sept. 11 attackswas heavy. The pricewe' ve
paidinlragisless, but the obvious danger of
being so wrong about such acritical issueis
undeniable.

There snodoubt our intelligencesystemis
broken. Butitwill takenot just anew law, but
bold new leadershiptofixit. Victory in Con-
gresswill be half thebattle.

Somewhere, President Bush hasgot tofind
atop spy who knows how to run operations
aroundtheglobe, readtheir reportsandfigure
out what they all mean.

Heand hispeoplewill haveto navigatethe
slippery political slopesof Washington, deal
with the Pentagon, itsgeneralsand admirals,
and foster trust in Congress.

And they’ll have to be right more than
they’ rewrong.

It sno small task, but it’ svital to our future
asanation. —Steve Haynes

Social Serwcesactson problem

Here's proof that bad news can
turn into good news, that bureau-
cratsdocare, that bureaucraciescan
move quickly and decisively when
motivated, andthat thestate Depart-
ment of Social and Rehabilitation
Servicesisnot alwayssecretiveand
sluggish.

Last week, The Oberlin Herald

AlongtheSappa

By SteveHaynes

schaynes@nwkansﬂs.com)

carried a story reporting that few

families had signed up for the Jay-
cees' Angel Tree, which allows
people to buy Christmas gifts for
kidswho otherwise might not have
much.

The Jaycees usually get quite a
few kids signed up. Names come
fromprivatereferrals, churchesand
other sources, but theOberlinoffice
of Social Serviceswas akey link.
Workers there passed on informa-
tion about the tree to their clients,
whothen could choosetohavetheir
kidsonthe Jaycees' list.

Thisyear, though, the officeis
closed, its workers transferred or
looking for jobs elsewhere, as part
of a major reorganization of the
agency. Rural Kansascountieshave
complained about the loss of state
jobs, but top management at the
agency says the consolidation was
necessary for efficiency.

Whatever the merits of the clos-
ing, we noted in a editorial that it
meant that Social Servicesemploy-
eeswerenolonger apart of our com-
munities and apparently neither
knew nor cared about what goeson
here.

Friday wegot acall fromRovena

Farrell inHays, new regional direc-
tor for thedepartment, who said that
she cares, and she had done some-
thing about the problem.

Ms. Farrell said she had talked
with Abby Hissong with the Jay-
cees, who told her the group had
contacted the Norton office, which
now covers Oberlin and Decatur
County, and told workers there
about the Angel Tree.

Thedirector did not seemtobetoo
pleased that apparently the request
had fallen through the cracks. She
said by the end of the day Friday,
|etters had gone out to all family
cases in Decatur County about the
tree.

Y ou canarguethemeritsof clos-
ing county offices. Ms. Farrell says
the agency needs to concentrate
workerswherethe caseload is, and
that’ snot in Decatur or many of the
state’s small counties. There are
only about 20 families receiving
state help here, she said, including
those drawing food stamps, tempo-
rary assistance and child care.

But it’ s pretty clear that the new
regional boss wants her agency to
respondto people sneedsand keep

intouch with their communities.

WEe ll reservefurtherjudgment on
the office closing. It can’t be good
for Oberlin, butitdoesn’t meanthat
the peoplewhowork for Social and
Rehabilitation Services no longer
careabout us.

Especially their new boss.

Here' s hoping that buyers come
in to get names off the Angel Tree
andthat thekidsgetlotsof presents.
Stop by Fredrickson Insurance if
you' reinterestedinhel ping out. Call
Mrs. Hissong at 475-3883 if you
know a family that might benefit
fromthetree.

( FromtheBible)
\_ )

Andtheangel said unto her,
Fear not, Mary: for thou hast
found favour with God. And,
behold, thou shalt conceivein
thy womb, and bring forth a
son, and shalt call his name
JESUS. He shall be great, and
shall be called the Son of the
Luke 30,31, 32a
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Soldier wr |teshomeabout war
( L etter stotheEditor

(The following is a letter from
Master Sgt. Jerry Chambersiniraq
tohisfamily, dated Nov. 17.)

Thingsare still fine herein Irag.
Westill get mortareddaily, although
they arelessfrequent and somewhat
sporadic herelately.

Ontheeveningof Thursday, Nov.
11, we had an insurgent rush from
downsouthduetotheNATOforces
attacking and trying to stabilize
Fallujah. Guess they figured they
would comeup hereandtry toraise
hell since this area has been, over-
all, somewhat peaceful incompari-
son to the rest of the country
throughout the whole war. They
triedtoovertakeour baseperimeter
about 20 meters northeast of my
barracks and were met with over-
whelming firepower.

We were shooting back at their
AK-47s with 50-caliber machine
guns, M-249 SAW light machine
guns, M-16 rifles, AT4 rocket
launchers and fragmentation gre-
nades. It soundedlikeWorldWar 111
going off right behind my building.
It lasted for about ahalf-hour, then
the Kiowa attack helicopters came
inand used their 30 mm cannonsto
obliteratethearea

Itgot fairly quietinour areaafter
that. | had about six soldiers who
wanted to go outsideand try tovid-
eotapethewholething (inthedark),
and they made it just outside the
front door when | caught them and
really hadtolay downthelaw about
real bullets and real combat. They
cameinfairly quick whenacouple
of rounds hit the building and trees
out front.

That wasthemost that really hap-
pened, other than occasional little
skirmishes here and there, but the
little Iragis still find time to mortar
and shoot every day somewhere
near the base.

The Kurds from up north sent
about 800 troops in this past week
andthey haveorderstokill onsight
anyonewith aweaponwhoisnot a

NATOsoldier, Iragi National Guard
or Iragi Police. | understand the
Kurds terminate with extreme
prejudice and that Mosul “will be
themost peaceful city inlrag, before
long.”

Wetrytostay busy duringtheday.
Wehavealaundry missionwithtwo
laundry unitsset uphereonthebase,
and do about 40 bundles per day
average, which is not really that
much (kindalike our housewhen |
haven't donelaundry in aweek). It
takesfour soldiersfor that mission.

Wealso havetomanthe Sustainer
Library, which in and of itself isa
joke, becausenobody seemstocare
about using it, so we havetotieup
onesoldier withthat daily. In addi-
tion, wehaveaclothing repair shop
which takes one more soldier each
day, and business there isreally
dow.

Our main missions consist of
manning a Fire Point tower on the
perimeter, which takes six soldiers
working in shifts from 5 p.m. to
about 6-6:30 am., and the convoy
missions95 milesnorth of usonthe
Turkey border, and it takes seven
soldiers.

The remaining five soldiers are
kept busy filling in on standby for
the other missionsif someone gets
sick, etc.

Then that leavesme. | do al the
daily, weekly and monthly reports
tothebattalion, attend the battalion
meetings three times per week,
handleall the personnel issues, cre-
atethework rotation schedules, and
anything elsethat keepsthesoldiers
doing their jobsand occupied.

On our down time, the younger
kids usually play X-box until the
weehours, somewatchmovies, and
recently | have taken up reading
again. | haveread two fiction nov-

elsinthepast week andahalf, total -
ing about 1,000 pages. | forgot how
| could get into a book, and some-
times| read until 1am.

Wealso play TexasHold-emfor
chips, and Monopoly, etc. They
have amovietheatre here, but they
mostly dosomethinglikea“Wesley
Snipes day,” where they play &
wholebunch of hismovies. Oncein
a blue moon they have something
that looksinteresting, and afew go
check it out. Other than that, it i<
mostly boring.

| havemadeagood friendin Staff
Sgt. Bryan Brown, an active duty
soldier stationed in Hawaii, who i
originally from Texas. Heistheop-
erations NCO with the 540th QM
CO,whowearereplacing. Wework
inthesameofficeall day, andtrade
Richard Pryor standup comedy bits,
of whichwearebothbigfans. Heis
afunny guy, 30yearsold, black, anc
listens to music like ABBA, the
Beach Boys, etc. He has some hip-
hop, but saysthat hecan’t stand most
of it.

Therest of the 540th have been
really helpful ingettingussettledin
and making contacts on the base.
Their commander, Capt. Donahue,
isshorter than Capt. Mitchell, if you
can believe that. What he lacks in
height, hemakesup for in common
sense, though.

Well, can’ tthink of alot el setotell
youat thispoint, sol better get busy
doing some master sergeant stuff.

I think of you all every few min-
utes, and love you all very much.
Hopefully | can get homefor leave
here in the next six months some-
time. We'll just have to see how it
pansout.

Master Sgt. Jerry Chambers
17th CSB/3-1013th QM Co.
APO-AE 09334

Woman wantssidewalk for safety

TotheEditor:

| just wantedtodiscusstherecent
article about the sidewalks at the
kindergarten building in Oberlin.

Thereisabig safety concernfor
thechildren, parentsandteachersin
my opinion. Walking the morning
kindergartenclassaround and about
hashelpedthetrafficat 11:30 a.m.
However, there are still concerns
about the safety of the children
when the entire kindergarten
through sixth-gradeclassesaredis-

missed. Doesanyoneredizethatthe
white-painted curb for the kinder-
garten drop-off areaistheonly one
inthedirt (or mud)?
Buildingasidewalk on CassAv-
enuewoulddirectthevehiclesnorth
to the water tower and away from
any crosswalk congestion. Picking
up the kindergarten children on
Rodehaver points the traffic flow
south into two intersections that
havethreeor four crosswalkseach,
not to mention the morning buses

arealsopullingout onto Rodehaver
at the sametimefrom the buspass.

| don’tliketo seethechildrenover
on Rodehaver waiting for pickup
without any protection from the
weather. Between the rain, snow
and coldwind, sometimesit’ snasty
standing over there.

I hopetheschool board re-eval u-
ates their decision and builds the
sidewalk for our children’ ssafety.

Jacque Elwood
Oberlin

Upright isthebest way tobe

Vertical givesyou amuch better
perspective on theworld than does
horizontal.

I’m sure anybody who has ever
beenflat ontheir back for any length
of time will agree: Upright is best.
After my fall the Saturday before
Thanksgiving, | am glad to report
that | am onthemend.

| am almost ready to declare my-
self 100 per cent. A few nagging
aches, when | sit too long, are the
only things preventing such abold
statement, considering the condi-
tion| wasinaweek ago.

A good thing came out of this,
though.

| will never take my mobility for
granted again. And, asmuch as |
hate to admit it, | have not been a
very good steward of this body
given meto use during my earthly
stay. | have made avow to become
alittlewiser about my genera health
and to start taking better care of
myself.

| havebeengivenincredibly good
natural health. imnor |, neither one,
takesasingle prescription. But, on
the other hand, | haven’t been very
goodabouttakingadaily vitaminor
any supplements. If weateaperfect
diet, therewould beno need for ad-
ditional vitamins or minerals. But,

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
cplotts@nwkansas.com

J

alas, thereisnosuchthing, anymore,
as a perfectly balanced diet. So as
part of my new awareness cam-
paign, | am taking a good, daily
multi-vitamin plusan extradose of
calcium and magnesium.

Now, | don’t want to hear from
you health “nuts” about the virtues
of B-12, B-6 or B-47. | know my
limitsandthreepillsaday will bemy
max. Inadditiontothesupplements,
| amincorporating morewater; lots
morewater.

| like water, but have realized
sometimes, at theend of theday, that
theonly water | had consumed was
disguised inacup of coffee. That's
the other change. Less coffee, lots
less. Andsodapop. Haven' thad any
inalmost threeweeks. Notevendiet
pop.

Wakingwill betheother phaseof
this new regimen. During the win-

ter, itwill havetobeinside, but there
are plenty of gymnasiums that en-
courage their use for that purpose.
Walkingissupposedtobeoneof the
best therapiesfor abad back.

I’mgettingajumponNew Y ear’ s
resolutions. Besides | made a deal
with my daughter, Halley. Sheis
competing in another triathlon in
April.

If | achievethefitnesslevel | have
set for myself by then, | amgoingtc
fly toFloridatowatch her compete.
Now that issomekind of incentive.




