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Jenningshopescontr actssaveschool

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

The Jennings School Board hasdecided
to enter into cooperative agreements with
nearby school districtsto educate students
insevenththrough 12th grades, but keepits
elementary school going for now.

Board member Vickie Bailey said Mon-
day that Superintendent Emery Hart has
talked with the superintendents in Hoxie
and Oberlin, but the board hopes to enter
intoagreementswith other neighboringdis-
trictsaswell.

TheOberlin School Boardwasscheduled
to talk about the proposed agreement at a

meeting Monday night.

Thereasontohook upwithmorethanone
school districtissothat thekidswill havea
choice where they want to go, said Mrs.
Bailey.

TheJenningsDistrict isbetween several
other districts. Shesaidtheboardwanted the
kidsto beeligibleto play sports.

With the cooperative agreements, she
said, thestudentswill beableto play sports
assoon asthey transfer.

This year, said Mrs. Bailey, the board
entered agreementswith Oberlinfor junior
highkidstoplay sportshereandwithHoxie

for high school students.

Thenew cooperativeagreementswill be
different, though, becausethey arenot just
for sports. Studentsgo to class at the other
schoolsand Jenningswill nolonger havea
high schoal.

Mrs. Bailey emphasized that the Jennings
District needs parents to enroll their kids
there and then choose aschool wherethere
isacooperative agreement.

That way, the Jenningsdistrict will have
money tokeepthegradeschool openaslong
aspossible.

Themoney receivedforkidswhoarepart

of the cooperative agreements will help
keep the grade school open, she said.

If the board is able to do cooperative
agreements, sheadded, they will beableto
keepthegradeschool openlonger. Shesaid
without theagreements, Jenningsprobably
isn’tlooking at morethan ayear left for the
grade schoal.

Theplanissimilar to oneadopted by the
neighboring Lenora District, which sends
all its high school studentsto Norton.
Jennings had only 31 studentsthisfall.

Mrs. Bailey said theboard decided to go
with cooperative agreements because that

iswhat parentswho filled out surveys and
returned them asked for.

Shesaidtheboardtriestodowhat people
want. Themajority of theparentswantedto
keepthegradeschool open, shesaid, andthe
kidsare getting agood education.

Mrs. Bailey saidthemostimportant thing
for parentsto understand is that they need
to enroll in Jennings first and then choose
tosendtheir studentstoanother district with
anagreement. That way, shesaid, thegrade
school will be protected.

If studentsenroll at Jennings, thedistrict
will get state aid for them.

Readers
collect
$0each

Bigdrawing
will be Saturday

Ten readers have become $50
richer the past few weeks, winning
cash instantly with matching ticket
numbers.

Thelasttwowinnerscameinlast
week to scoop up thelast of 10“in-
stant winner” prizesin the annual
Christmas on Us contest. The first
toclaimher prizewasOpal Huntley,
who camein Tuesday with aticket
fromDale' sFish*N’ Fun. Shesaid
shewasgoingtobuy grocerieswith
the money.

Next was Marie Zimmerman,
who cameinlast Wednesday witha
ticket she got at Ward Drug Store.
Shesaid shewasgoingto spendthe
money on gifts.

Thefirstweek producedfourwin-
ners.

Steve and Linda Smith, who got
their ticket at Raye’ sGrocery, said
they were going to split the money,
withMr. Smith’ shalf goingtogaso-
line. Mrs. Smithwasn’t surewhere
shewas going to spend hers.

Max Carman also got aticket at
Raye's; hesaid hewasgoingto buy
ajacket.

Richard Anderson, who got his
ticket at Ward Drug, wasn't sure
how hewas going to spend the $50.

Sarah Fredrickson, who got her

(See DRAWING on Page 12A)

Anges
ddiver
for kids

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Thankstoareafamilieswhowere
willingto givealittle, 78 kidswho
might otherwise not have received
anythingat all will get winter coats,
socks, pants, shirts, toys and other
goodiesfor Christmasthisyear.

Abby Hissong, whoorganizesthe
Angel TreefortheOberlin Jaycees,
saidall of thenameshavebeengiven
out. She delivered one kid's form
after church on Sunday and talked
to awoman Monday morning who
sai d shewasinterested in shopping
for someone.

She said it’s possible a couple
more names may come in through
the mail this week. People some-
times miscal culate time for the
formstobereceivedinthemail, said
Mrs. Hissong. Anyonewhowantsto
seeif thereareany namesavailable
can call her at Fredrickson Insur-
ance, 475-3883.

She said she can give those who
get names late alittle extratimeto
shop.

Last year, she said, they had 52
kids, sothisyear’ streeattracted 26
more. Mrs. Hissong said they prob-
ably lost 10 percent of the people
whoweresigneduplast year, which
meanstherearearound40new kids
thisyear.

She said she thought some are
from familieswhich are new to the
area and others from families that
just realizedthey neededtheservice.

People have done a miraculous
job hel pingthesefamiliesby buying
giftsfor thesekids, she said.

All of the giftsare duein the of -
fice by Friday, said Mrs. Hissong.

(See ANGEL on Page 12A)
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Houses
decked
fortour

Greenery, nativity scenes,
lights, Santas, snowmenandother
Christmas trinkets were out in
force Saturday for the annual
Decatur Professional Women's
holiday hometour.

Thegroupholdstheannual tour
right before Christmas to give
peopl eachanceto seefour homes
around Oberlin and to raise
money for its scholarship pro-
gram.

Eachyear, thewomenselectre-
cent graduatesandwomenreturn-
ing to college and give them
money to help them obtain acol-
lege education.

On Sunday, around 75 women
hel ped that fund grow by purchas-
ing tickets for $12 each for the
tour. That gaveeach personalook
into the four area homes and a
soup supper following at the
United Church.

They included Anita Hirsch's
house east of town, which was
decorated with atreein every
room. The master bedroom fea-
tured a bottle of sparkling cider
and two wine glasses on the bed.
Next to it was a note confessing
thatthey really don'tlivethatway.

Peggy Carswell had a snow-
man collection in the foyer and

OPENI NG THEDOORFORVIS| TR, arilyn Horn Anderson (below) admired atreeatJenniferAuiier’shme
(above) helped shepherd women into Vince and Peggy at 311 E. Ash during the Decatur Professional Women's
Carswell’ shomeat 805 E. Jacksonon Sunday. VernaMae Holiday HomesTour. — Herald staff photos by Cynthia Haynes

little carouselson the piano.

Judy Scott’s home west of the
cemetery was all red, white and
bluein apatriotic theme.

At the old Victorian home of

Jennifer Auxier on East Ash, the
tree was sprinkled with fake snow
and there were candle arrange-
ments. Ms. Auxier said sheistill
remodeling, and planstore-dothe

front porch.

After the tour, the women re-
turned to the church, where they
had cheesy potato or taco soup,
tea, coffee or punch and dessert.

Salvation Army unit can hepthosewith aneed

Decatur County’s Salvation
Army chapter standsready to help
familiesin need during the holiday
season with aturkey for dinner or
other things.

The Salvation Army, a national
religious group best known for its
bell-ringing Santas at Christmas,
saysit is set up to help the whole
person,including spiritual, physical
and socia needs.

Alvera Bruggeman, treasurer of

the Decatur County unit, said she
has been involved with the Salva-
tion Army for the last five or six
years. Members of the Ministerial
Associationand Oberlin PoliceDe-
partment are all considered volun-
teerswith the Salvation Army, she
said.

Thispast year, shesaid, theorga-
nization has helped out acoupl e of
familiesafter they had firesat their
homes.

She said people here can make
donationstotheSavationArmy and
themoney comesback hereto help
thosewho livein the county.

The organization can help with
school supplies or equipment for
kids for sports. Mrs. Bruggeman,
who works at First National Bank,
saidthey don’t want to seepoor kids
get left out. They also can help buy
food or gasolinefor thosein need.

People don’t need to meet any

income qualifications to receive
help from the Salvation Army, she
said, but they can’t abuse the ser-
vice. Basically, they just need to
come and ask, but there are some
checks done on people who don’t
livehere.

TheMinisterial Association, po-
liceand sheriff’ sdepartmentsletthe
organization know when thereisa
family in need, she said.

(See ARMY on Page 12A)

Pantry
needs
edibles

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

TheDecatur County Food Pantry
needsnonperishabl efoodsand per-
sonal careitemsto help peopleover
the holidays.

Eachyear about thistimethepan-
try needs some extrahelp.

Melanie Anderson, who isin
charge of thefood pantry housed at
the United Church in Oberlin, saic
they need al kinds of fruit except
pears, piefilling, juices, shampoo,
conditioner, deodorant, soap anc
more. Shesaidthefood bank alsois
low on cereal s, baking suppliesand
Spices.

Normally, she said, the pantry
startsto get low around July or Au-
gust, thenspecial collectionsstart tc
fill up the shelves. Ms. Anderson
said the school has a scrimmage
whereeveryonehastobringinacan
of food, each of thechurchesintown
take amonth in which they donate
to the bank, clubs make donations
and so do individuals. Collections
have been slower than normal and
thisyear too, seemsto be down.

Atthistimeof year, Stanley Hard-
wareholdsafooddrivewiththegoal
of bringingin2,000items. Thedrive
isinitsthird week. With over two
weeksleft, over 500itemshavebeen
collected, whichiss ower thanother
years.

The United Church also has ¢
fund for the pantry whichis some-
times used to purchase items. She
saidright now, the pantry could use
some frozen food donations.

Besides providing food and per-
sonal careitems, thepantry givesout
certificates good at the grocery.
Only certain foods can be bought
with certificates, including bread,
eggs, milk and freshitems.

The certificates come from the
Decatur County Ministerial Alli-
ance, whichhel psmaintainthefooo
bank. Ms. Anderson said they have

(See PANTRY on Page 12A)

Storedrive
gartsdow

With only 2 1/2 weeks | eft, the
food drive at Stanley Hardware i<
only aquarter of theway tothegoal
of 2,000 items.

Nonperishablefood and personal
careitemscan bebrought in during
store hours. Everything collectec
will begiventotheDecatur County
food pantry.
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*~Army
helps
needy

(Continued from Page 1A)

Anyoneiswhohavingahardtime
can contact her, Mrs. Bruggeman
said. The organization has hel ped
with things like city utility billsin
the past. She said theorganization
has also hel ped transients get from
one placeto another.

TheSalvation Army chapter here
tries to see that the money it gives
outisspentintown. For example, if
someone needs school supplies,
they ask them to buy themin town.

Sometimes, Mrs. Bruggeman
said, the person chargesthingsand
then the Salvation Army pays the
bill.

Shesaidal donationsmadetothe
Salvation Army aretax deductible.
Donations can be sent to Box 285,
Oberlin, Kan. 67749. Checks
should be made payabl e to the Sal-
vation Army Oberlin and Decatur
County Service Unit.

Colby may
find water
expensive

TheColby City Council approved
contractsfor morethan $500,000for
awater well and awater line into
town at amesting last week.

ChrisMiller with Miller and As-
sociates of McCook, Neb., project
engineer, saidtherewere18bidsfor
either thewater well or construction
of theroughly three-miletransmis-
sionmain.

The council approved the low
bids on each project, from Woofter
Pump and Well of Hoxie for the
water well at $272,000 and Mid-
landsContracting of Kearney, Neb.,
for themain at $231,628.

Thisprojectisneededinorder to
accommodate future growth while
alleviating stress on the remaining
wellsafter thecity lostawell tocon-
tamination from the former Ace
Servicesat Fourth and Convesse.

Other bidders for the water well
included Sargent Drill Co., Broken
Bow, Neb., at $299,582; Clark Well
and Equipment Co, Great Bend, at
$311,848; Interstatelrrigation, Inc.,
Y uma, Colo., at $321,200; Western
Sprinklers, Inc., Colby, at $334,296;
andLayneWestern, Kearney, Neb.,
at $371,7233.

Miller told the council it wasthe
engineers' estimate that construc-
tion cost would be$193,500for the
well, which waslow; however, the
transmission main bids came in
lower than projected costs of
$376,605.

Although the bidswere opposite
of theengineer’ sestimates, hesaid,
the total project is still under esti-
mates.

Bidders for the transmission
main, whichwhen completedwoul d
connect thewater well east of town
into Colby, were Elk Creek Back-
hoeand Trenching, Arapahoe, Neb.
at $237,094; Starostka Group Un-
limited, Grand Island, Neb. at
$237,860; Van Kirk BrothersCon-
tracting, Sutton, Neb., at $241,544;
APAC-Kansas Inc., Hays, at
$259,078; MyersConstruction Co.,
Broken Bow, at $264,379; BSB
Construction, Topeka, at $288,925;
Morris Plumbing Plus, St. Francis,
at $294,221; Deep Creek Construc-
tion, Lincoln, at $297,335; Inter-
state Irrigation, Inc., Yuma, at
$299,748; Woofter Construction
and Irrigation, Colby, $306,262,
and Western Sprinklers, Colby, at
$360,125.

The council approved Mayor
Warren Hixson' s appointments:

On the Thomas County Eco-
nomic Development Alliance, the
reappointment of JunelleHillswas
approved with her termto expirein
December 2007.

The council also approved the
routefor thethird annual Northwest
Kansas Great Strides Walk from 8
a.m. until noon on May 21.

(Continued from Page 1A)
been abig help over theyears.

If someone needs to use the
food pantry, they should contact
apastor, shesaid. Before, thepan-
try could beused on demand, but
they are now only open from 9
a.m. to noon on Mondays and
Thursdays.

Ms. Anderson saidthey havea
form they ask people to fill out
whenthey getfood. Theinforma-
tionisfortheMinisterial Associa-
tion.

Peoplearelimited to usingthe
pantry three times in a calendar
year. Ms. Anderson said they try
togiveeachfamily enoughitems
tolast afewweeks, goingby fam-
ily size.

There are alot of people with
lower incomes, she said, and
sometimes they just can’t make
ends meet. By the time they get
their bills paid at the end of the
month, they don’t have enough
money for food. There also are
people in town who are in be-

AT STANLEY HARDWARE Monday morning, Caleb Bryan (above) set acan of food
inthewindow while KaraHaselhorst and Donovan Inman waited their turn. Four kids,
including Jean Soderlund (below right), walked with theHead Start classto Stanley Hard-
ware storeto donate to thefood pantry.

tweenjobsandjust don’t havethe
money for food. People become
ill and need some help, she said,
while others run out of benefits
and need some extrahelp.

Ms. Andersonsaid othershave
moved herewithjobspromisedto
themandthenthejobsdon’twork

— Herald staff photos by Kimberly Davis

out. All of thesepeoplecanusethe
pantry.

Thepantry, shesaid, isfor all of
the peoplein Decatur County, not
justinOberlin. Shesaidthey allow
peoplefrom Seldento usethe pan-
try becausetheir churchesal so do-
nate.

* Drawingfor cash
11a.m. SaIurday

(Continued from Page 1A)
ticket at Wards, was going to buy
grocerieswith the prize.

The following week, Elaine
Marcuson claimed her prizewith a
ticket shegot at the LandMark Inn.
She planned to spend it on grocer-
iesalso.

Elvin Beneda got his ticket at
Addleman Drug Store and was go-
ing to spendit on gifts.

Shirley Simpson won with a
ticket from Stanley Hardware and
planned to buy presents.

RosalieBainter received her win-
ner from R&M Service Center and
planned to buy gifts.

Withall of theinstant prizesnow

claimed, that just leavesthe Grand
Prizeand First Prizewinners, which
will bedrawnat 11 a.m. Saturday at
the gazebo downtown. The first
prize drawn will be for first place,
with$500inscripmoney tobegiven
away.
Thenitwill betimetodrawforthe
grandprizeof $1,500inscrip, which
can be spent only at sponsoring
Oberlin businesses.

Ticket holdersmust bepresent to
win and must be 18 or older. Em-
ployees of The Oberlin Herald are
not eligible. Employeesof sponsors

Mrs. Huntley Zimmerman

cannotwinwithticketsthey receive
fromtheir placeof employment, but
can collect ticketsfrom other busi-
Nesses.

Sponsors include Addleman
Drug Store, Ward Drug, Stanley
Hardware, Raye’ s Grocery, Coun-
tryside Veterinary Clinic, South-
west Implement, R& M Service
Center, Hansen’ s Plumbing, Heat-
ingand Air Conditioning, Ray Jew-
elry, Flowers By Lee, Dale's Fish
‘n’ Fun, Culligan Water Condition-
ing.

Times Past Antiques, the Carpet
Center, Prairie Petals, Home Plan-
ning Center, Oberlin Mercantile,
Fidele Electric, Woodcrafting,
Lumber and Hardware, Lifetime
Eyecare, Cabin Antiques, Decatur
County Implement, the Dresser,
Rocking R and Fine SpiritsVideo.

* Angdsontree
all find someone

(Continued from Page 1A)
On Monday and Tuesday, parents
will start pickingthemup. Giftsthat
aren’t picked up will be delivered,
she added.

The group aims to provide each
child 7 and older with a $5 certifi-
cate to Sunflower Cinema. Those
under 7will get abook for thesame
value.

Mrs. Hissong said it isgreat how
thecommunity hassupported these
familiesthat need alittle help.

A lot of familieshave comeinto
getanameoff thetree, shesaid, and
they are shopping together for the
kid.

Shesaid shewaspleasedwiththe
quick response from the state De-

partment of Social and Rehabilita-
tion Services after officials founc
out few wereusing thetreeearly in
the season.

Mrs. Hissong said anyone with
giftscanbringtheminduring office
hours. She said some have already
comein.

By Monday morning, said Mrs.
Hissong, her office will be packed
with presents. She said it was full
lastyear with 52 gifts, thisyear there
are 78 kids. Sheisn't surewheretc
put al the gifts.

Anyone who wants to stop and
look in her office or in the window
iswelcometo, she said; it'sreally
heartwarming.

Little ad..big deal
Call 452206

Policereport
several minor
accidents

The Oberlin Police Department
received these callsrecently:

» Sometime during the early
morning hours of Thursday, Nov.
25, someone hit Elmer Zodrow’s
mailbox on West Commercia Av-
enuewithavehicle. Therewasdam-
agetothebox inthehit and run.

* At 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov.
30, Gary Bartels, 56, wasdriving a
1999 Dodge pick-up west on Com-
mercial Avenue when he slowed
downtoturn southinto the parking
lot at Dollar General. Jennifer
Radovich, 28, was backing to the
northin 21985 BMW and ran into
the truck. She received aticket for
improper backing. Therewasdam-
ageto both vehicles.

* Receivedareport of ahitandrun
onMonday, Dec. 6, when someone
ran into a 1977 Chevy pick-up be-
longingto DoyleRichardsonparked
on North Griffith. It happened be-
tween Nov. 27 and Dec. 5.

Chamber plansdinner
with speaker on Jan. 20

TheDecatur County AreaCham-
ber of Commerceisgetting ready for
itsannual banquet at 6:30 p.m.. on
Thursday, Jan. 20, at The Gateway.

Guest speaker will beEric Eicher
from Colby, whowill talk about Oz
to Oz.

Ticketswill be $14.

The Chamber board met at the
Rose Tearoomfor lunchon Thurs-
day.
Theboard will hold an assembly
at OberlinGradeSchool at 1:30p.m.

on Tuesday, Feb. 15. Neal Corey
will do apresentation onthe Lewis
and Clark Expedition. He was part
of thereenactment of the event.
The other event the board has
planned is the annual Home Show
at The Gateway the weekend of
March 19-20. Boothswill cost $75.
Anyone interested should call the
Chamber officeat (785) 475-3441.
Chamber Manager GlenvaNich-
ols said she has already sent some
lettersouttolast year’ sparticipants.

_with these terrific vehicles!

1999 Toyota Tacoma
« dx4 Wor |
* V-6, Auto el ot

¢ SR5, f
TRD Package &

® 4x4, long box
. | * Extended 3
. Cab

¢ 3/4 Ton
e 7.4L
V-8

1992 Suburban

J |

. e V-10, ) . Immaculat! @
Automatic $ %
$12,900 3,995 995
1998 Ford Contour SE 1994 Buick Regal 1992 Mazda Protege
*Economical 4 cyl. r * 2 Door ® 4 cyl., Auto 4
¢ 4 Door, e 3.1L V-6. ¢ 4 Door _:_
Auto. e All ; ® Runs &
¢ Very Nice! Power Drives Great!

$4,295

$3,900

Choose from several more, new trades arriving!

2002 Honda Accord Low miles, sunroof $13,900
2001 Toyota Camry V-6, sunroof, extra nice $13.,900
2001 Jeep Cherokee Limited ------------ Heated leather, 4x4 $14.,900
2001 Jeep Cherokee Sport -----------—--- 6 cyl., 4x4 $12,900
2001 Chevrolet 3500 4x4 Dually with Duramax Diesel $19,995
2001 Ford F-250 4x4 Ex-Cab with Power Stroke $21,995
2001Chevrolet 2500 4x4 Ex-Cab with 6.0L V-8 $20,900
2001 Lexus RX-300 4x4 SUV, luxury & utility $28,900
2002 Dodge 1500 4x4, 4-Door, V-8 Auto $17.,900
2001 Lincoln Continental -------—-——————- Only 24,000 miles, like new $16,900
2002 Buick Century V-6, 4 Door, loaded $8.900
1996 Ford Thunderbird ---—————————————— V-6, 2 Door, Sharp! $3,900
1996 Pontiac Bonneville ----------———-——- Supercharged V-6, every option $6,700




