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Stateof Kansastoget
anew campaign dogan

Kansasis poised to unveil anew state slo-
gan and anew advertising campaign.

Here' shoping it creates fewer snores than
someof thelateand mostly unlamented cam-
paignsfoisted off on the state by big-city ad-
vertising agencies with grand ideas and few

scruples.

Kansas used to be the Wheat State or the
Sunflower State. A lot of peoplestill think of
us that way; those are identities that spring
from our nature, and they seemto stick.

Tourism promoters desperately want Kan-
sasto besomethingitisn’t, however, and ad-
vertisingagenciesareperfectly willingtoplay
along— aslong asbig bucksareinvolved.

Soitwasthat Kansasoncebecamethe” Land
of Ahs,” anot-so-subtleplay onwordsinvolv-
ing afamousfilm. But the slogan “Ah, Kan-
sas!” was loosely trandated “Aw, Kansas?’
in the back seat by children strapped in for a
run acrossthe Great American Desert.

Kansasisabeautiful state, but our highways
avoid thebest parts— too many hillsto build
through — and bereft of trees, our roughest
terrain seems mild compared to neighboring

states.

Kansas has history, hunting, fishing, scen-
ery, open spaces, peace and solitude. It hasa
pioneer farming heritageand aclean, invigo-
rating spirit that deservesto be shown.

Unfortunately, what we' reliabletogetfrom
the state’ s latest effort is another expensive
slogan and the need to spend millions of dol-
lars “updating” the signs at entrances to the

state.

plish.

Every administration, it seems, has to
change those signs. The current version was
designed with the aid of Linda Graves, wife
of the previous governor. It features a sun-
flower that’ srather cold and abstract, in pale
yellow on ablue background that fades pur-

Thebestthat canbesaidfor theGravessigns
isthat they were abig improvement over the
“confetti Kansas” signs put up under Gov.
JoanFinney. Theideawasthat Kansaswasso
excitingthatitwasfairly burstingat theseams,
but the visual impact on asign was disquiet-
ing. Another ad agency triumph.

Then you get back to the” Ah Kansas’ era,
whichfeaturedexcitingbrownsignsandeven
more exciting slogans.

Thereal Kansasisout here. It saniceplace,
though we suspect, it’' [l never rival Colorado
or Wyoming (Slogan: miles of empty desert
beforeyou getto Y ellowstone!) asadestina-
tion. For onething, the skiing is never going
tobeany good.

Thebest border signsweever had dateback
totheBob Docking era, whenasimplegreen

sign was crowned by a big sunflower. The

slanted “stems” of those signs still hold up
most of the border greetings.
Sometimesthesimpleapproachisbest. We
need to market what we have, and weneedto
draw more peopleto our state. Wedon’t need
another expensive slogan from some high-
priced agency that wouldn't know a purse
fromasow’ sear — or acow from apheasant.

—SeveHaynes

Four dayswork, threeto play

Strange how Christmason a Sat-
urday can confuseyou.

At my office, it was decreed by
our bossthat Friday wouldalsobea
holiday. Her “Monday Memo” isan
intraofficecommuniquéintendedto
alert the staff to upcoming events,
potential stories and assignments.
Last Monday thememoread, “ The
officewill beclosed Friday—don’t
eventhink about comingin.” Itwent
on to say wewould have our office
party Thursday and to bring food.

From that point on, the whole
week kicked into high gear to cram
five days of work into four. Thurs-
day came and everyone brought
their particul ar specialties. Cynthia
provided aham, Sonyabrought her
“littlesmokies,” Vicki madeabean
dish, Susie brought acooker full of
potatoes, Veronica (actually Ver-
onica smom) madecheese/spinach
dip, Dick and Mary Beth provided
a fruit bowl, Carol was sick and
missedtheparty, and| fixed shrimp
dip. Some of our families came by
for lunch, anditwasaday of cel ebra-
tion and well-wishesall around.

Which makes it understandable
that Friday seemed morelike Satur-
day. | dleptlateFriday morning, but
when | woke up and went into the
kitchen, Jim was busily chopping
onionsand celery.

“What areyoudoing?’ | askedin
disbelief.

“I"mgettingtheturkey anddress-
ingready. Dad’ sgoingtobeherefor
dinnerinacouplehours,” Jimsaid.

“Whoa, Chef Boy,” | said. “It's
only Friday. Christmas is tomor-
row.”

“Areyou sure?’ heasked, suspi-

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
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ciously.

“Positive,” | assured him.

He immediately relaxed and
bagged up the diced veggies and
stored them in the fridge. At least
they wereready for thenextday. We
sat downwith our coffeeand really
enjoyed the moment ... until noon
when thedoorbell rang.

Guesswho?ItwasJim’'sdad. Jim
hadinvited himtodinner onFriday.
AnditwasFriday.

Weall hadagoodlaughandanice
afternoonwith Dad. Hepromisedto
come back the next day for our
“real” Christmasdinner.

—ob—

Jim and | don’t go overboard on
presents, but when my husbanddoes
buy meagift, I’ dkindaliketogetit.

Thisyear, Jimpickedupacouple
little things for me way ahead of
Christmas. Thenheforgot wherehe
hid them. It was late in the day be-
forehefinally found them.

—ob—

A Christmas Day call from my
daughter, Kara, reminded meof the
excitement felt by achild.

She said her 5-year-old, Taylor,
got upthat morning, put on her dlip-
pers and robe and came into Kara
and her husband’ s bedroom, woke

them up and said, “ Come on guys,
getup. | justcan'twaitforthis...for
thisfinal moment.”

Weshouldall besoexcitedforthe
final moment.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of
the heavenly host praising
God, andsaying, GlorytoGod
in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will toward men.
Luke?2:13,14
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Familyequalsfrayednerves

Having all the children homefor
the holidayswasfun— and nerve-
rackingfor all of us.

Thechildrenarenolonger young-
sters. Our oldest is30, married and
living in Georgia. She has been out
of our home for adozen years. In
fact, shehasn'tlivedin Kansas(ex-
cept for onesummer during college)
sinceshewas6.

The next daughter is 27. She
graduated from college and taught
for three years before going to
graduate school. She has a steady
boyfriend and livesin South Caro-
lina.

Son livesin Lawrence, where he
works, hangs out with his friends
and raisescats. He' s 24.

Soncamehomefor Thanksgiving
and heand youngest daughter were
home at the same time last year.
However, because of her job, hus-
band and distance, oldest daughter
hasn’t been homefor ayear, sowe
haven't had our family together
since she was married in August
2002.

Thisweekend, they wereall here,
andwewereall wondering how we
lived together, mostly in harmony,
al thoseyears.

Not that they fight. They all get
along quitewell.

It' sjust that they takeup somuch
room thesedays.

For thelast fiveyears, Steveand
| have had the house to ourselves.
Children’ s bedrooms have been
convertedintostorageandanoffice.

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

chaynes@nwkansas.com

J

Suddenly, wehad peopledeeping
in bedsthat haven't been occupied
in years. There were five adults
needingtouseoneshower withinan
hour.

Thegrocery cartwasoverflowing
and the fridge holds stuff | can’t
even pronounce. (What is humus,
anyway 7}

Our diningroomtableusually has
plenty of roomfor us, thedaily mail
and apile of newspapers.

This week, even the poinsettia |
put out had to be moved to aside
table. Wefilled all spacesand piles
of Christmas cards were shuffled
fromplaceto place.

| wasproudof usall, however.We
werefiveadultsusedtoliving apart,
andwegot a ongbeautifully for four
days. We even took everyone on a
road trip and no onegot upset, even
though three adultsin the back seat
of anExplorerisatightfitfor athree-
hour drive.

The kids were home because it
wasmy mother’ s80th birthday, and
weall jammed ourselvesinthetruck
and went to visit Grandmain Con-

cordiaon ChristmasEve.

Wegrabbed Mom out of thenurs-
ing home, went out for Chinese
food, took family picturesand pilec
back intotheExplorer for thethree-
hour trip home.

Weskiddedintotownintimefor
church, thenwent homefor our tra-
ditional Christmas Eve meal of
steak, twice-baked potatoes anc
green beans.

Oldest daughter isback in Geor-
gianow. Son left for Lawrence on
Sunday, sincehehad towork Mon-
day.

Only youngest daughter remains.
Shewill behittingtheroad thisweek
for South Carolina. Since she's e
student again, she has alittle more
time off.

I’'malittlesadthat they’ reall gone
or going, but I’ve got to admit,
there' salot moreroomaround here
now. AndI suspectthey’ll al beglad
to get back totheir own places.

It snicetovisit, butit’ snicetobe
home again. And in our family,
homeiswherethecatsare.

Hotd extrasextraexpensve

There must be arulein the hotel
businessthat themoreyou pay for a
room, the more they stick you for
extras, especially Internet service.

Asyoudrivethel nterstatestoday,
the $50, $60 and $70 hotels are
drapedwith“freewirelessinternet”
signs. If you have occasion to stay
at more expensive hotels, chances
arethey’ll charge you for Internet,
anditwon’t becheap.

Part of the problem may be that
“better” hotels got into the high-
speed connections earlier, when
they wereexpensivetoinstall.

Also, these are the same hotels
whichareusedto soaking people50
centsto $1 for aphonecall.

We've stayed at convention ho-
telswherethey hadwiredthewhole
place for DSL (digital subscriber
line) service, then charged $10
through athird-party serviceto get
ontheWeb.

That’s a common price for
“broadband,” $9.95for aday. [t may
not sound bad until you figure you
can buy acableor DSL connection
at homefor around threetimesthat
per month.

It doesn’t take much figuring to
seethat someoneisrakingitin. Most
of these hotels now are stuck with
contracts with their providers,
though. Many are installing free
wireless*hot spots’ inthelobby to
deflect criticism, but customers

AlongtheSappa

schaynes@nwkansﬂs.com)
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By SteveHaynes

can't beto happy about it.

In two trips to Kansas City and
beyond this month, staying in four
hotels— and boy am | tired of that
— wefound free wirelessin most.
One, admittedly, hadn’t figured out
how to make the system work yet.
A clerk said she thought they were
missingacard or somethingfor their
server.

The worst service, and the most
expensive, was at the tony Fair-
mount ontheCountry ClubPlazain
Kansas City, where the fee was
$14.95for aday. | used the hotspot
inthelobby the next day.

That wasn't abad idea, | guess,
since | met several women who
stopped to admiremy laptop.

“Oh, I've never seen one that
small,” onecooed.

| had noidea.

Wireless cards have revolution-
ized computing. Most new laptops
comewithawirelesscard, or at least
aspot toput onein. Openyour com-

puter, andusually, you' [l connectto
theInternet.

People are putting wireless net-
works in their homes and offices.
Speeds can be asfast or faster than
wired connections, and you can use
aprinter or server hooked up to the
base station.

If you put your antenna up high
enough, your neighbors might be
abletohook ontoyour system. Y ou
hear about people parking at the
curb and surfing the Web, or cruis-
ing neighborhoods in search of &
“hotspot.”

My brother, | found, has a secu-
rity trap on his wireless system to
keep freel oadersout. He had to au-
thorize me to enter his network. |
haven’tgottenhishill yet, but hewas
eyeing my credit card.

I’mintrigued, especially if | can
convince the neighbors to pay me
$9.95aday tousemy system. Hum.

Decoyscould help lower crimerate
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

Friday evening, Dec. 17, one of
my vehicleswasstolen, allegedly by
one of those ubiquitous “ranch
kids.” Beingaprogressive-thinking
American, my firstthought waswho
toblame,

Oberlinites(Oberliners, Oberlin-
ians?) who know meare awarethat
I amnot all that bright, but it occurs
to me that thisisafairly recurrent
crimeinour community. | wouldbe
interested in a comparison of our
county’s crime rate for car theft to
thenational average. My suspicion
isthat“ranchkid” statisticsmay not
evenbeincludedinthat figure. (My
wife is alwaystelling me | am too
cynical.)

Let usposit that thereisindeed a
problem with thislocal version of
Grand Theft Auto (ask your teen-
ager what that meansif unsure).

| wastold that the absconder had
atwo-hour jump on authorities be-
foreflagsascended.

| wasal soinformed that thenoses
are counted every fifteen minutes.
Obviously there is a disconnect
here. Whatever happened to leg
chains?

A great American (I think it was
Soupy Sales) once said, “Never
bring up aproblemwithout propos-
ing asolution.” Hereismine. How
about wetakeafew of thosejunker
carsthat plague someyardsaround

town and |leave a couple strategi-
cally placed near known ranch es-
cape points? Bam. Two problems
solved at once. Junkers off the
streets and our good vehicles | eft
unmol ested.

My hopeisthat wedo not havetc
wake up oneday to aheadline such
as“Threekilled in head-on crash”
beforetaking action.

Steven E. Stacy
Oberlin



