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Protection, pharmacies
lost with import of drugs

Here'sareally bad ideathat’ s catching on

acrossthe country.

Illinoisand several other statesarebacking
the plan, which offers services in Kansas.
Known as|-SaveRx, the program buys com-
mon drugs in Europe and Canada and ships
themtopeoplehere. It claimsto savethemhalf

the cost.
Great idea.

If youdon'tmindlosingyour friendly local

drug store.

And all contact with the one health profes-
sional who can protect youfromconflictsand
problems caused by prescription drugs.

Asmoreand more Americansturnto regu-
lar medi cation — more than 60 percent of us
by some estimates — the danger of drug in-
teractions, reactions and side effects grows

exponentialy.

We' vedll knownsomeone, maybearelative
or friend, who suffered from drug reactions.
It sascommon as prescription drugs.

Inasystemwhereadoctor prescribes, anda
patient fillsthe prescription by mail or phone
order, even e-mail, who’ slooking out for the

patient?

The doctor istoo busy. He or she may not
know what other doctors have prescribed.
Oftentimes, nursing staff may betoo busy to
notice. Patients befuddled by drug overdose
don’ tusually know what’ shappeningtothem.

In the extreme case, like the arthritis drug
Vioxx, peoplemay behaving heart attacksand

never know the cause.

making him or her just acog in an assembly

line—isnot theanswer.

We do need to do something about the high
price of medications. If the same drug, pro-
duced under thesame patent by thesamefirm
inanother country, ishalf asexpensiveacross
the border, then something iswrong with the

way weregulate the drug business.
Theweak link isnot your local pharmacy,

which charges based on the cost of drugsit

pays. Thewesak link isfarther up theline.

way too high.

If adrug company canaffordtosell thesame
thing for half price in another country, then
we' ve driven the cost of doing business here

Congress needsto takealook at U.S. laws
with an eye to making drugs more competi-
tive and more affordable. More regulation

isn’ttheanswer. Themarket is. Changinglaws

solution.

tution.

on liability and patents might be part of the

Opening the border to cheaper drugs might
help. Butlet’snotdoit by killingalocal insti-

Our pharmacists are under pressure from

mail-order and Internet houses, insurance

Taking the pharmacist out of theloop— or

Gift box can bedecaving

I’'m abox saver. If | seeanice,
sturdy box, | saveit. Y ou never
know when you' re going to need a
box that’s the perfect size for con-
taining anecktie, adozen cookiesor
apair of overals.

The downside to wrapping pre-
sentsin boxesthat beliewhat waits
inside is that moment of disbelief
whenthegift-receiver firstremoves
the outer wrapping paper and, for a
fleeting moment, believes you re-
aly did give them a dozen moth
ballsor aset of hinges.

My 5-year-old granddaughter
called last night to thank usfor her
Christmas present. | had made a
pink chenille neck scarf and
wrappeditinasmall box that, at one
time, had contained laundry deter-
gent tablets.

Taylorsaid,“G' ma, | thoughtyou
had given me soap.”

—ob—

Wereturned Saturday night from
another week in Juarez, Mexico,
whereweaccompaniedateamfrom
a Mennonite Brethren Church at
Fairview, Okla. We built athree-
roomhouseforaMexicanfamilyin
2 1/2 days. It was our second trip
with thisteam, and it waslikeare-
union of old friends.

Several teen-agers came with
them. What aneat bunch of kidsthey
were. When they realized that one
of thewindowswould befacing di-
rectly tothesideof another building,
they determined to at least givethe
family something to look at: They
decidedtodesignamosaicmural for
thewall.

They scavenged the empty lots
for broken pottery, tiles, glass,

companiesand now state governments. Gov.
Kathleen Sebelius got involved in the Cana-
dian drug movement, thenwrotealongletter
explaining herself to pharmacists statewide.

Theanswer doesnot liein bankrupting our
local drug stores. Let’s get that straight. We
need contact with our pharmacists.

—SeveHaynes

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
cplotts@nwkansas.com

J

marbles, bottle caps, even an old
CD. After it was assembled, it was
colorful, creative and made with
love.

The team also brought several
small children. Little Rebeccawas
only 5 but shewasquiteanaddition.
On their trip down, she said to one
of the adults, “I bet you'reglad |
could come thisyear. Last year, |
was4 and | couldn’t come; but this
year ’'m5and| could.”

Josiahis8, butwell onhisway to
doingaman’ sshareof work. Onthe
first day of building, we pour the
cement foundation. Josiah ap-
pointed himself “water bucket
filler.”

Fifty-gallonbarrel sof water were
standing by as our supply. Josiah
couldn'’ tliftfull bucketsof water out
of the barrels, so he found a dis-
carded gallon milk jug and had
someonecut thetop off, leaving the
handle, to makehim apitcher.

He soon learned why thejug had
beenthrownaway: Thereweresev-
eral holesinthebottom. But till, he
could fill and empty the pitcher
faster thanthewater couldleak out.

Hesetthebucket hewasfillingon
the ground, and began to dip. It
wasn't long before the water level

was lowered enough that he had to
dipway down. Somebody got acute
picture of him from the backside
with nothing showing but hislittle
cowboy boots, legsand hip pockets.
The oldest members of the team
were a 74-year-old husband and
wife who had been missionariesto
Mexico. What abeautiful couple.
So never say, “1’mtoo old to do
anything.” If youwanttogowithus
next time, the busleaves Feb. 12.
Feliz y prospero afio nuevo.
(Happy and prosperousnew year.)

(From theBibI@
\_ J

Behold, the eye of the
LORD isupon them that fear
him, upon them that hopein
his mercy; To deliver their
soul from death, and to keep
themaiveinfamine. Our soul
waiteth for the LORD: heis
our help and our shield. For
our heart shall rejoicein him,
becausewehavetrustedinhis
holy name. Let thy mercy, O
LORD, beuponus, according
aswehopeinthee. Ps. 33: 18-
22
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IT WAS

IN THE OLD DAYS
WHEN THEY CONSIDERED

i CRIME
CRUEL AND UNUSUAL.

EASIER

yyyyyy
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Cat hatesother fdines, Iovesdog

MissMolly ismad.

Her houseisoverrunwith cats.

Never mind that Molly Monster
isacat herself. Shehatescats.

Our son-in-law Nik, whorescued
agray-and-whitekittenfromacon-
structionsitenear Topekafiveyears
ago, claimsthat Molly thinksshe's
adog.

He may be right. Molly loves
Annie, our Brittany spaniel, and
likesto gofor longwalkswith us.

And shehatescats.

For acat hater, theholidaysat our
house weren'’t pleasant, and things
aren’t getting awhol elot better.

Molly and April Alice, our blond
female, share the house with an
armed truce most of thetime. They
hiss at each other as they pass and
stage about one major cat fight a
week. Atnight, Molly sitsonmy lap
and April Aliceon Steve's.

Then youngest daughter arrived
for the holidays toting Rupert and
Jezebel, twoof herthreefemal ecats.

Jez isascaredy cat and immedi-
ately headed for aholein the base-
ment ceiling. She came upstairsto
sleep with daughter at night and
spent therest of her timehiding.

A few days later, son arrived on
our doorstep with acat carrier. Out

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

chaynes@nwkansas.com
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cameFrank and Jules. FrankisApril
Alice’ sson and Julesis her daugh-
ter. (No| don’'t know why my chil-
dren gave their female cats male
names — you' d have to ask Lacy
and Lindsay.)

Now there were six catsin the
house, and Molly wasin rareform.
She hissed and growled at every-
thing that moved, including the hu-
mans. Shewasasgrouchy asabear
with a sore tail. Everywhere she
turned, there were cats, and she
hates cats.

Afterfourdays,itwastimefor son
to pack up and head back for
Lawrence. He caught Jules fairly
quickly, butwashavingtroublewith
Frank. Hefinally found him under
thecouchintheliving room.

Actually, he found him in the
couch. Theoldlining onthebottom

has a big hole and Frank was
crouched upamongst thesprings. It
took four of ustoturnthecouch over
and disentangle him.

Note to self — Get couch fixeg
before Easter.

Then it was time for youngest
daughter toleave. However, shel eft
Jez and Rupert behind. Her boy-
friend is allergic to cats, and she
sweet talked her gulliblemother intc
taking two of hers for “a few
months.”

Now there are four cats in the
house, and Molly only has to hiss
and grow! every half hour or so anc
hopetheintrudersgo away soon.

| hateto break thenewsto her, but
| think the boyfriend is becoming
serious.

Those “intruders’ could be here
for along, longtime.

Litter bugsabuseSappa Park

Wewalk theroad at SappaPark a
lot. It' snot quitetwo milesdownto
thelake, sowe can park at the high-
way, walk to the shelter house and
looparoundtothedam, thenback to
the car in about an hour.

Thisfall, webeganto noticehow
trashy the right of way along the
park roadwasgetting: Beer bottles,
cigarette packages, fast food wrap-
pers, junk of every description.

Wewere upset. Wewereangry.

But we decided that probably
wouldn’t have much impact on the
idiotswho were throwing thisjunk
out.

Sowedecidedto just dowhat we
could.

Wesearchedthetruck, butwehad
only one grocery sack stuck under
the seat. Aswe started walking, we
started filling it. Here is what we
found:

Beer, No. 1onthelist.

BudLight, threebottlesandacan.

Budwei ser, one bottle, onecan.

Boulevard unfiltered whest, one
lonebottle. Just onehigh-classbeer
inthecrowd.

Bush Light, one can.

And aMike' s Hard Lemonade
bottle.

Teen-agerslikeBudLight, appar-
ently. Coorsdrinkersmust be older
or moresocially responsible.

And not one hard liquor bottlein
themix, thenamefor thelemonade

AIongtheSappa

schayn%@nwkansascom)

By SteveHaynes

notwithstanding.

Cigarettes: Salem, Marlboro,
Camels, Cambridge. Only six total
packs, but smokersareamessy lot.
Wedidn't count the butts.

Drink bottles: Mountain Dew
Pitch Black (looks awful), two
Mountain Dew, two Gatorade, Dr.
Pepper, Sierra Mist, Bug Juice,
Powerade, and oneunidentified, flat
bottle. A Pepsi can. A chocolate
milk container.

Food wrappers from Subway,
Mean Genes, generic breakfast
burritos, mustard, ketchup, pickle
relish and chopped onionsin little
packets, a stuffed biscuit wrapper,
andan A& W float cup.

Sour Punch Straws, ared plastic
straw, anapkin and a Skol Bandits
can.

And a can of Super Penetrating
Qil.

Wegot halfway tothedam, down
to the picnic area where the roac
turnsintothetrees. Our bagwasfull.
What amess.

That |eft half theroad to pick up.
| guesswe'll go back. It beatscom-
plaining. (We did go back. It took
four bagstofinishup.)

Therearealot of slobs out there
whollitter. I'd bewilling to bet that
none of them stopsto pick up along
the highway.

Aslong as we criminalize teen-
agers who drink, they’ re going tc
throw thebottlesout. Duh.

The younger generation may
claimtobeenvironmentally aware,
but I’'ll bewillingto bet that most of
thisstuff camefrom peopleunder 30.

I don’t mind picking up our town
park, butit’ dbeniceif morepeople
showed love and respect for it. It's
anunderratedtreasure, agreat place
to spend time. And some days, &

Caringresdentsheped children
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

While many of uswere with our
families this holiday season, ex-
changing presents, weknew that 81
area children were getting the op-
portunity todothevery same, thanks
to the many gracious and thought-
ful people of Oberlin and Decatur
County.

The Angel Tree has completed
yet another successful year duein
great part to all of the wonderful
peoplewho helpedmakeit possible.
Without those peopl g, like our me-
diaand businesses, especially the
articlesdone by Kimberly Davisat
The Oberlin Herald, and
FredricksonInsurancefor lettingus
locate the Angel Tree there, this
need might have gone unmet.

The power of media helped the
Social and Rehahilitation Services
to play an active part also. They
jumpedinwithbothfeet and hel ped
get flyers to the Decatur County
residentsthey assist.

Thelistislongof thosewhogen-
erously took timeto play apartina
child’s Christmas. From anyone

looking into my office in the days
before the parents picked up pre-
sents, the comments were always
the same: “Won't these children
haveawonderful Christmas.”
Watching the joy on the faces of
those of you who donated or pur-
chasedfor thechildrenandthetears

of joy and gratitude on the parents’

faces as they picked up their

children’ sgifts makes me proud tc
say | livein Oberlin!

Thankstoall.

Abby Hissong

Angel Tree Coordinator

Oberlin

(

Write

)

The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
public interest. Letters should be
brief, clear and to the point. They
must besigned and carry theaddress
and phone number of the author.

Mail lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave.,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail
to obheral d@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous
letters. We sign our opinions and
expect readersto do likewise.

Wedo not publishformlettersor
letters about topics which do not
pertain to our area. Thank-yous
from this area should be submitteg
totheWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but
will beread and edited for formand
style, clarity, length and legality.
Wewill not publish attacks on pri-
vate individuals or businesses
which do not pertainto apublicis-
sue.



