By CAROLYNPLOTTS

Sinceshewasalittlegirl, Millie
M atchett has dreamed of owning
alittlecafe.

Effective Jan. 1, that dream
came true when Mrs. Matchett
and her daughter, Mandi Fick,
opened MommaMillie' sCafein
Norcatur.

The restaurant, previously the
County Line, had been operated
by Gregand Mary Long.

Mrs. Matchett said the name
camefromtwo collegeboyswho
usedtoliveacrossthestreet from
here family in Oberlin. She said
every nightthey wouldcall across
the street, “What's for supper,
MommaMillie?’

The cafe features home-style
cooking, shesaid, withmost dishes
made from scratch.

“We make our own home fries
and curly fries,” Mrs. Fick said,
“and Mom makes her own cinna-
monrolls. Our piesarebaked right
hereand wemadeour ownnoodles
and soups.”

Lunch-time diner Stan Miller
added, “ She makes a mean pizza,
too.”

Mrs. Matchett said their ham-
burgers got rave reviews; they are
all pattied by hand.

The country decor welcomes
gueststositawhile, butif they can’t
stay, Millieofferscarry-out. They
will deliverinNorcatur.

AT MOMMA MILLIE’S CAFE in Norcatur, Millie Sheand her daughter, Mandi Fick, took over the business
Matchett mixed up arecipeshewasgoingtoservethatday. onJan. 1.

Woman' sdream of restaurant comestrue

The cafe opens at 6:30 a.m.
Monday through Saturday and
closesat 2p.m. They will takeres-
ervationsfor specia eventsor pri-
vate parties and offer gift certifi-
cates. Thesecond Saturday of each
month finds the cafe open in the
evening for akarokenight.

Theround table at the cafeis a
favoritegatheringplace,withlocal
farmers and ranchers staying for
what sometimesisathree-hour cup
of coffee. That’ sOK withthenew
owners.

“In the morning,” said Mrs.
Fick, “thisis the pace to be. We
have card games too, if anyone
wantsto play.”

The menu features alunch spe-
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cial Monday through Friday that
includesasalad, dessert, coffeeor
tea. Small or regular size portions
areoffered.

Mrs. Matchett is the wife of
MarvinMatchett, station manager
at KQNK Radio, Norton. They
live in Norcatur and have three
other children, Scooter, afresh-
man at Colby Community Col-
lege; Marci, ajunior at Decatur
Community High School; and
MartinaRuiz, wholivesin Ellis.

Mrs. Fick and her husband
Jonathan live in Oberlin and are
the parents of 9-month-old Madi-
son.

To contact Momma Millie's,
call (785) 693-4000.

Dear caused most accidentsin 2004

The Decatur County sheriff pre-
sented hisyearly report to the com-
missionerslast Tuesday, notingthat
most of theacci dent reportsin2004
were because of deer.

Sheriff Ken Badsky said during
the past year, officers did 392 ve-
hicle inspections, bringing in
$3,528. Therewere 72 accidents, 26
incidents reported, 64 offenses re-
ported, 516 papers served and 124
ticketswritten.

The jail was used 960 days by
prisonersfrom Red Willow County,
with atotal of 26 inmates and an
average stay of 37 days.

Decatur County had peopleinjail
for 415 days with atotal of 32 in-
mates and an average stay of 13

days.

Attheir meeting last Tuesday, the
Decatur County commissioners:

* Heard the year-end report from
the sheriff. Story to left.

+ Approved abid of $75,736 for fire
sprinklers at the Good Samaritan

County Countdown

Center. Story below.

« Started offthe newyear with Mag-
istrate Judge John Bremer swearing
in officials elected in November to
serve the county for the next four
years. Story on Page 10A.

Sheriff Badsky said over half of
theaccidentsreported werebecause
of deer.

Commissioner RalphUnger said
hedidn’t understand why the Kan-
sas Department of Wildlife was so
stingy with deer permits thisfall.
The state has been trying to reduce
the deer herd, but said the program

has been successful.

Sheriff Badsky asked if County
Attorney Steve Hirsch would help
him collect money owed from the
county attorney in another county.
Mr. Hirschlookedup astatelaw for
Sheriff Badsky toquoteinaletterto
the county attorney.

The sheriff said that:

Center toget sprinkler system

Decatur County commissioners
approved abid of $75,736toinstall
fire sprinklers at the Good Samari-
tan Center at ameetinglast Tuesday.

Administrator Janice Shobe and
physical plant manager LaVern
Burtisbrought threebidstothecom-
missioners. ThefirstwasfromSim-
plex Grinnell out of Lenexa for
$75,736. There were some exemp-
tionson the bid which they thought
Hansen’ s Plumbing could do.

The second bid came from
McDaniel of Wichitafor $97,140.
The last bid was from Jayhawk
Sprinklers of Topeka at $147,267
for the interior work and an addi-
tional $7,292 for the exterior.

Thecommissionersaccepted the
low bid.

Mrs. Shobe said shewould get a
contract from the company for the
commissioners. She said she
wanted to usespecial funddollarsto
pay for thesystem.

Commissioner Patricia Glenn
asked if the center had a generator
incaseof apower outage. Mr. Burtis
said they do. Itisrun onceamonth
withanelectrical load butischecked
every week.

Mr. Burtissaidtheroof at thecen-
ter isdone. Thewarranty should be
coming in the mail. County Clerk
MarilynHornsaidthey haven't sent
the second half of thepayment. The
county waswaitingtoseeif theleaks

arefixed, shesaid.

Mr. Burtissaidthey haveraingut-
tersthat havetobeput upthisspring.

In other business, the commis-
Sioners:

* Received abill fromHansenfor
$4,352for ahot water heater for the

Good Samaritan Center plus labor
which replaced the old one.

* Discussed whether Mrs. Shobe
would be able to make it on Tues-
day, Jan. 18, for the health meeting
or if they should postpone it until
February.

READY TO MOVE INTO!

WANT SPACE?Thistastefully decor ated 5bedr oom, 3bathranch homeissited on 6fenced
lotsintheOriginal Town of Cedar Bluffs. Other amenitiesincludedoublegar age, main-floor
laundry, lar gelower -level family room plusconvenient location closetoOber linor M cCook.
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IMMACULATE! Four-bedroom, 2 bath homewith both main-floor and lower -level laun-
dry facilities; formal dining room with built-in hutch; sunroom, cozy computer den; over-
sized singlegaragepluscar port, fenced backyard plusmuch more!

Call ustoday about our newly listed homes!
Office — 785-475-2785
Lynn's Mobile — 785-475-8514 — Roberta’'s Mobile 785-475-7156
Marcia L ohoefener — 785-475-2521 Jerry Lohoefener 785-475-2521
Jackie Votapka — 785-475-3963 David Juenemann 785-687-4845
Shirley Simpson — 785-475-2057
CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE AT www.johnson-real -estate.com

Johnson Realty, Inc.

Raoberta Johnson, Broker — Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Brokér e
122 S. Penn, Oberlin, KS 67749

* In December, officers did 21
vehicleinspections, worked six ac-
cidents (all deer), had one incident
and seven offensesreported, served
45 papersand wrote 15 tickets.

* In November, they did 28 ve-
hicle inspections, worked 13 acci-
dents, had one incident reported,
served 47 papers and wrote nine
tickets.
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Board wantstowait
on new sdewalks

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

The Oberlin School Board dis-
cussed the sidewalks outside the
kindergartenbuildingand acrossthe
street to the west at a meeting last
Monday night, but decided to in-
cludeit in the playground commit-
tee’' splan.

Shanna L ong, a parent who pro-
posed the sidewalks in October,
askedtheboardif part of theproject
could be done now. The proposal
wasfor asidewalk outside thekin-
dergarten building and north up
CassAvenue. Another walk would
beacrossthestreettothenorthof the
teacher parking lot, along Elm
Street.

Board President Dewayne Jack-
son said he would like to work the
sidewalk into the playground pro-
ject. Every timeyou pour concrete,
hesaid, evenifitisall paidfor, then
someonehastobepaidtocleanit of f
when it snows. He said he doesn’t
want to see something put in and
then haveit be adrainage problem
for the playground.

Could getting grants for a side-
walk hurt the chances of getting
grants for the playground? asked
Mr. Jackson. Mrs. Long said it
wouldn’t, because a grant for the
playground would be more for
equipment while a grant for side-
walksismorefor construction.

For example, she said, South-
western Bell only gives grants for
sidewalks.

Mr. Jacksonsaid heisn’t opposed
to the project. Maybe the play-
ground committee can iron out the
kinksandlookintotheplan, hesaid.

Principal Duane Dorshorst said
the committeeisjust forming now.
They haven'thadtheir first meeting.

What about the sidewalk at the
teacher parking lot? asked Mrs.
Long. BoardMember DelayneMay
said she didn’'t think anyone
dropped off kidsthere.

Head Start usesthat areafor pick-

BanquettobeThursc

TheDecatur County AreaCham-
ber of Commerce’ annual banquet
will be held at 6:30 p.m. Thursday
at The Gateway.

This year’s speaker is Eric
Eicher, withthestateprogram*His-
tory Alive.” Hewill speak on“Ozto
Ah’'s’ andtalk about how " TheWiz-
ard of Oz” has helped and hurt the
state of Kansas

Mr. Eicher hasadoctoratein En-
glishfromtheUniversity of Kansas,
received hismaster’ sfromtheUni-
versity of California at Berkeley,

up, Mrs. Long replied.

Wouldtheboard consider adding
that to the list of things to do, she
said, or could she havethe board' <
permission totalk with community
groups for support and to raise
money.

Therearealot of thingsonthelist
for next summer, said Mr. Jackson,
andthesidewalk wouldn’t beahigh
priority.

Wouldtheboard consider aletter
of approval, she said, so she coulc
go get money.

It is agood project, said Mr.
Dorshorst, but hispriority isgoing
tobewhat affectsthemostkids. The
sidewalkswould bedown lower on
the list, he said. Looking at the
grounds, theplaygroundisthemain
concern, and then the steps on the
east sideof theschool. Thecommit-
tee isimportant because they will
help prioritizetheitems.

Isthereatimelimit onthegrants®
asked Mr. Jackson. No, said Mrs.
Long.

Board Member Barb Olson saic
if community organizationswant to
help, that would be great. She said,
though, that shewould liketo think
they would come in and ask the
board what the priority areas are
first.

Board Member Kurt Vollertsen
askedwhat thetimelinefor thecom:-
mitteewas. Mr. Dorshorst said heis
shootingfor presentingaplantothe
boardinMay.

Mr. Jackson said hewouldliketc
hold off approval on the sidewalks
until the board getsthe priority list
from the committee and sees what
isonit.

Mrs. OlsonsaidmaybeMrs. Long
should start looking for grant
money. Most of the grants are
around $2,000t0 $5,000and need e
match, said Mrs. Long.

Then maybeit should just beone
project with the playground, said

Mrs. Olson.
ay

and teaches English at Fort Hays
State University.

Heincludedinhisdoctoral disser-
tation a chapter called “The Won-
derful Weirdness of Oz,” after
studyingL. Frank Baum’ sOz series
for over adecade. In 2003, hejoinec
the Kansas Humanities Council
speakersbureau.

Thebanquet will featureelection
for three people to serve on the
Chamber board. Retiring directors
are Marilyn Noone, Derek Riner
and Judy Scott.
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First National Bank Christmas Club

‘Tis the season to start socking away savings for
Christmas 2005. Join our Christmas Club today
and begin a little stocking stuffer that will make
your Christmas future merry and bright.

e No maximum monthly deposit

e Account can be debited on the 5th or 20th of
each month beginning in January.

e [f started later than January, you can catch up or
continue from that point.

e FNB will issue a check to the depositor(s) the
first week of November.

Christmas is a

Ho-Ho-Whole
l[ot more fun
when you

PLAN AHEAD!

24 Hour Telephone Banking

www.fnb.com
Bird City, Colby, Goodland, Kirk, Oberlin,
Quinter, Sharon Springs, St. Francis

NATIONAL BANK
www.fnb.com

890-2777 or
(800) 899-7977
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