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City gets$400,000for sewer project

A pieceof mail signed by Gov. Kathleen
Sebeliusal most got overlooked at the Ober-
lin City Council meeting Thursday night
becauseit looked likean ordinary state an-

nouncement.

Towards the end of the meeting, Mayor
Ken Shobe opened the devel ope from the
Kansas Department of Commerce to find

systemwith lagoons.

L akebottom
farmlease
terminated

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

TheOberlin City Council decided
toterminatethefarm|leasebetween
the city and Jim Abbey for thelake
bottom at Sappa Park at a meeting
Thursday night, though he might
wind up farming theland anyway.

Thecity had tonotify Mr. Abbey
prior to March 1 to terminate the
yearly lease. Council membershad
three lease proposals to consider,
including one from Pheasants For-
ever to have Mr. Abbey farm the
area while growing wildlife plots
and adding treesand other habitat.

Recently, the council decided to
openupall of thecity’ sfarmground,
including the lake bottom, land by
the airport and land on the old
Cochran place south of town for
cash-rent bids.

At the meeting Thursday night,
the council received onelast bid on
the Sappa Park land from the Sun-
flower Chapter of Pheasants For-
ever. Ken Badsky, amember of the
chapter, presented the bid for $25
per acre for 140 acres. The lease
would guaranteeareturn of $3,500
tothecity each year.

At arecent meeting, the council
received bids from Jim Abbey for
$32 per acre and one from Kendal
Fisher for $53 per tillable acre.

Mr. Abbey hasfarmedthelandfor
years, back when the youth ranch
property was owned by Cookson
Hills.

His plan for the lake bottom for
next year was to plant sunflowers.
Mr. Abbey said at a meeting at the
end of the year that the crop would
make the city an estimated $8,554
onasharebasis.

At the same meeting in Decem-
ber, Mr. Fisher said he wanted to
plant alfalfaon theland. Thelease
he presented to the council would
alow him to continue farming the

City
Roundup

At a meeting Thursday
night, the Oberlin City Coun-
cil:

» Decided to keep the old
airconditioning system atthe
library andinclude anewone
innextyear’'s budget. Story to
come.

 Agreed to terminate the
lease with Jim Abbey for
farming lake bottom. Storyto
left.

» Accepted two bids from
men who are currently farm-
ing city-owned land. Story on
Page 10A.

* Received a letter from
Gov. Kathleen Sebelius no-
tifying the city it has won a
grant from the Kansas De-
partmentof Commercetore-
place the sewer plant. Story
above.

» Approved employee pay
increases. Story to come.

property for fiveyearsafter he har-
vested hisfirst crop. If he wasn't
able to harvest the crop until 2006
becauseof Mother Nature, thelease
wouldendin2011.

Thepresentation from Pheasants
Forever said they wanted to farm
100acresof theproperty but usethe
remaining land for food plots and
riparianbuffer stripsforwildlifeand
hunting ground.

The agreement presented stated
thegroupwantedtokeepMr. Abbey
farming the property but the chap-
ter would comeupwithagood crop
rotation for habitat and the soil.

(SeeCITY on Page10A)

Booksstill open
for Incumbents,
newcomer stofile

Twoof thesixincumbentsfor the
Oberlin City Council and Oberlin
School Board have been filled for
the upcoming election.

Dewayne Jackson, who servesin
District6, filedMonday for re-elec-
tion. He has served eight years —
two terms— on the school board.

Joe Stanley, who has served the
past two years on the Oberlin City
Council, alsofilled for re-election.
Mr. Stanley wasappointedtofill the
seat | eft vacant by Mayor Ken Shobe
when he was el ected mayor.

Thiswill be Mr. Stanley’ s first
election. Hesaidit hasbeeninterest-
ing to see how everything worksin
city government — real educa-
tional.

County Clerk MarilynHorn, who
isthe county election officer, said
Jody Robertsona sohasfiledfor the
District 4 seat on the school board
now held by Delayne May. Mrs.
May hasn't filed yet. She said she
hasn’t decided if she will run for
officeagain.

Otherswhosetermsareup onthe
council are Jay Anderson and Stan
McEvoy. Dr. Anderson said he
hasn’'t decided yet if he will run
again. Heisjust finishing hisfirst
term.

Mr. McEvoy wascalledonMon-
day, but couldn’t be reached.

Ontheschool board, theother seat
isheld by ChrisBailey, who serves
District 5. He said hewas planning
onfiling. Mr. Bailey hasserved six
yearson the board.

InJennings, therearefiveat-large
nnaitinnennen far thacerhnnl haard

Three are currently held by Vickie
Bailey, Larry Miller and Gary
Gillum. Those are for four-year
terms. Two of the spotsarefor two-
year terms held by Frances Bader,
who hasfiled for re-election, and
AleshaVahling.

Mrs. Hornsaid itisimportant for
votersto know that not everyonein
theOberlin School District will vote
thisyear becausetherearen’tany at-
large seats up for re-election. Only
peoplelivinginDistricts4, 5and 6
will vote.

That means that residents in
Finley, Logan, Sappa, Bassettville
and Cook townshipswill not go to
the polls, nor will some of theresi-
dentsin Beaver, Liberty, Sherman,
Olive, Oberlin, Summitand Prairie
Dogtownships. They won't bego-
ing tothe pollsbecausethey livein
Districts 1, 2and 3.

Mrs. HornsaidsomeOberlinresi-
dentswill have aschool ballot and
somewon'’t. Everyonewill havethe
chancetovotefor city council even
if they don’ t haveaballot for school
board. She encourages everyone
who can voteto do so.

Theonly way therewill beapri-
mary isif morethantwo peoplefile
for one position, said Mrs. Horn.

If thereisaprimary,itwill beheld
onTuesday, Feb. 22. That meansthe
registration books will close at 5
p.m. on Monday, Feb. 7.

Thelatesttimetofiletoruninthe
electionisat hoonon Tuesday. Can-
didatesmustfileapetitionsigned by

votersinthedistrict or they can pay
tha € filinA fee

that thecity had won agrant to help pay for
aproject to replacethe current waste water

The council applied for the full amount
of the Community Development Block
Grant, but wasn't sureif thecity would get

Theletter didn’'t say how muchthegrant it.
wasfor, but it was signed by the governor.

Later, City Administrator Gary Shike
found out that the city had received the
maximum grant allowed at $400,000.

Thismoney could only beawarded after
thecity proved that acertain percentage of
peopleliving herewereinthemoderate-to-
low income range. In order to do this, the

city mailed out surveyslast springto house-
holds. After a somewhat poor response,
volunteers went door to door to have the
surveysfilled out.

Itturned out thecity mettherequirements
and the grant was submitted. Sinceitisa
grant, said Mr. Shike said, the $400,000
won't haveto be paid back.

Thecity hasborrowed $2.958 million to
pay for the new system from the state Re-
volving Loan Fund.

Mr. Shike said that money was secured
sometime ago.

Thegrant should helplower thepayments
for sewer users, although Mr. Shikesaid he
didn’t know the exact amounts.

Kids

keeping
warm

ASTHE SUN started to
come out Monday after-
noon, thefourth gradersat
Oberlin  Elementary
School werelet out to play
for the afternoon recess.
Althoughheavy coatswere
still theuniformof theday,
it was alot warmer than it
had been. On the hard sur-
face, Cassidy Shields
(above right) and Chey-
enne Soderlund jumped
over along red, whiteand
blue jump rope while
friends Hannah May,
Kaylee May and Taylor
Macfee waited their turns.
Next to the kindergarten
building, Jordin Wasson
(right) read abook by Judy

Blume.
— Herald staff photos
by Kimberly Davis

Woman asksif schoolswould u

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

The Oberlin School Board dis-
cussed how studentscould useapro-
posedindoor swimming pool at the
meeting last Monday night, but
made no commitments to gym
classes, swim lessons or a swim
team using the pool.

Anna Shaw, with the city Pool
Commission, updated the board on
what the commission has done so
far. Shesaidfor grant purposes, she
has been talking to groups around
town to see what kind of support
theywouldgive. Mrs. Shaw saidshe
wasn't talking about money, but
about use of thefacility.

She said shetalked with the hos-
pital about hydrotherapy, but the
only way they were interested was
with anindoor pool.

Thecity council hired apool en-
gineer,whoreportedthatitisn'teco-
nomicallv feag bleto contint iereno-

4

-

At a meeting last Monday, the
Oberlin School Board:

+ Talked aboutthe sidewalks atthe
kindergarten building again, but de-
cided to wait to have the playground
committee talk about the proposal.
Story on Page 3A.

* Heard about the five-year im-
provement program for accreditation.
Story to come.

+ Discussed how students could

School Roundup

use an indoor pool if one was built.
Story to left.

* Learned how to set up their ac-
countwith the Kan-Ed computer pro-
gram and how students can benefit
from it. Story on Page 2A.

+ Heard the 2004 fiscal year audit
report from Mapes and Miller, which
showed thatthe districtisinthe same
situationitwasintwoyearsago. Story
to come.

vating theold pool. Thewater isn't
being completely filtered, shesaid,
and things are growing on the out-
side of the pool and coming inside.
Fromthereport, said Mrs. Shaw,
the commission realized the city
needsanew pool.
Thecommission<startedtol ook at

possible grants. She said she and
MirlaColemanwenttoagrant find-
ingworkshop. Theproblemwasthat
they couldn’tfind asinglegrant for
an outdoor municipal pool.

The only way to get grantsisto
have an indoor pool that encom-
nacses the entire commiinity <he

S pool

Mrs. Shaw said the commission
isthinking of two pools: athree-to-
four-lanelap pool inasimplebuild-
ing, and another roomwithahydro-
therapy pool.

An outdoor pool would have six
lanes, four feet deep and 25 meters
long. Therewouldbea* zero-depth”
entry for the kids to play in and &
deep end with boards.

Mrs. Shaw said the commission
thought four feet of water might cost
lessto heat.

Shesaidwhat sheneededfromthe
board isto know if they would be
interested in having the school suse
the pool for athletics, gym class,
swim lessons or maybe a swim
team. Thecommission needsevery-
onetobrainstormusesof thepool so
that community uses can be shown
for grant applications.

(<o PO on Pane 10A)
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* Board
gives
Ideas
Pool group
Seeksusers

(Continued from Page 1A)

Some have said if thereisan in-
door pool, they will donate money,
shesaid, although shedoesn’t know
how much.

If the schools decided to use the
pool for gymclass, sheasked, would
therebeaspecial feecollected at the
beginning of theyear?

Principal Charles Haag said he
wouldthink that with any entity us-
ing the pool, students would pay a
special user fee.

Would the proposed size of pool
work foraswimteam?asked Board
Member Barb Olson. Mrs. Shaw
said there are 14 kids going to
McCook to join the winter swim
team. There could be aswim team
here, although they couldn’t have
meetsinthe proposed pool because
of size. They could practice here,
she said, and go to other meets.

What about insurance liability?
askedBoardMember DelayneMay.

Mrs. Shaw saidthey couldcall the
school inHolyokeand see, because
they do lessons. Mrs. May said she
was sure the school’s insurance
company would know.

A swim team would be worth
looking into, said Board Member
BarbOlson, andsowouldswimles-
sonsand treatment for athleticinju-
res.

Mr. Haag said he could see spe-
cial-needs kids using the pool. He
said hewasn't sure about starting a
swim team because hedidn’t know
if thekidsreally had timefor some-
thinglikethat, but thosewhopartici-
pate in the summer would have a
place to practice. He said he could
seekidshaving apool party.

What about gymclassat thegrade
school ?asked Mrs. Shaw. Principal
Duane Dorshorst said they would
have to look at that carefully be-
cause of the schedule. The kids
would haveto be bused to the pool,
thenwould need changingtime. He
said there probably wouldn’t be
enough timefor gym classesto use
the pool.

He said he could see using the
pool as areward or for an after-
school program.

Mrs. Shaw said shehad talked to
Superintendent Kelly Glodt about a
recreation levy.

Board Member ChrisBailey said
thereismoreto recreation than just
swimming; there is also a summer
ball program. He said he thought it
wasagood plan.

Board Member Kurt Vollertsen
saldif they canvassedthedowntown
businesses, he didn’t think they
would want anincreaseinthe sales
taxtopay for apool. Mrs. Shaw said
anincreaseinsalestax wouldn’ t pay
for anew pool.

Mrs. May said she had deeper
concernsfor the school than anew
pool. She asked whowould runit?

Thecity would runthepool, said
Mrs. Shaw. They wouldneedtohire
amanager year-around.

Itisagoodidea, saidBoard Mem-
ber Monte M oore, and agood place
to start.

Mr. Haag said hedidn’t think the
community coulddowithout apool.
He said when hiskidswere young,
they used to drive to Oberlinto let
the kids swim. If this happens, he
said, he hopesthat thecity hiresan
adult to manage the pool. A pool
needs to be run very well to sell to
adults, hesaid.

Thegroup alsotalked about mak-
ing it more of awater park, adding
didesand sprinklers.

brings
Incash

IN FRONT OF THE
BIRD AVIARY at the
Good Samaritan Center,
Garrah Gaumer and
LaVerneand ColeenRippe
(above) greeted those who
attended asoup supper held
by Dennis Brown and the
Forget-Me-Nots. Mr.
Brown (right) served soup
which he made. The event
raised money toreplacethe
aviary at the center, which
isold and outdated. As of
Monday, therewasnofinal
count on the money raised
althoughofficialsatthecen-
ter thought it was over
$1,100raised, whichmeant
there would be a $500
match from Mr. Brown’s
organization.

— Herald staff photos
by Kimberly Davis

*City wantsanswer son bid for farmland

(Continued from Page 1A)

Dr. Anderson said he liked the
|ease with Pheasants Forever be-
causethey will buy seed fromlocal
dealers, keepit asfarm ground and
providehunting. Itisawin-winsitu-
ation for everyone, hesaid.

How long isthe lease for, asked
Mayor Ken Shobe?Thatisuptothe
council, said Mr. Badsky, adding
that the chapter understood that the
leasewasfor ayear.

HesaidhetalkedwithMr. Abbey
about the lease and he said he
wantedto continuefarmingtheland
andwould do it theway the chapter
wantshimto.

It would be niceto have alonger
lease, said Mr. Badsky, because it
takeslonger thanayear toget things
liketreesand habitat established.

Dr. Anderson said he thinksthis
is along-term project, but it will
benefit the whole community. He
suggested athree year lease.

If the city allowsfor another en-
tity tosub-leasetheland, asked Ad-
ministrator Gary Shike, isthe city
giving up somerights?

Councilman Patrick Pomeroy
said he thought the presentation in
December about turning that area
into awetlands and ponds said that
itwouldthennot besuitabletofarm.

What they said, said Mayor
Shobe, isthatif theground got satu-
rated it couldn’t be farmed.

Dr. Anderson said hethought the
|easeoption hel ped easethecity into
thewetlands project.

Mayor Shobesaidhecouldn’t see
adownsidetotheproject. Therewill

belessfarmground, but thecityisn’t
inthefarmingbusiness. Most likely
ittakeat | east twoyearstoget water
discharged out there. A presentation
in December showed that water
fromthe sewer system could possi-
bly be discharged to the lake area
andreusedfor awetlands, butitwill
takesometimetogetthenew sewer
systeminandapipebuilttothepark
if the council decides to go that
route.

City Attorney Steve Hirsch said
he had some questions. What kind
of organizationisthis?heasked. Mr.
Badsky said the contract would be
withthelocal chapter. Whowill be
responsible for making the pay-
ments if the chapter fails? Mr.
Badsky said he thought it would
probably be the board members.

If the group isn't incorporated,
that would makeit harder to collect
Farm Service Agency payments,
said Mr. Hirsch. The organization
might not be able to get them. Mr.
Badsky said PheasantsForeverisn’t
initfor themoney.

Some of the memberswanted to
do something on a bigger scale to
help habitat and the land, he said.
The chapter is at full membership
and the members are excited to be
doing thisproject.

Councilman Joe Stanley asked if
the national chapter was helping?
No, Mr. Badsky said, all themoney
israised locally. Anything that is
raised here stays here, except the
national dues.

Councilman Stan McEvoy said
he would like to get some of the

Council saysyestotwo cash leases

The Oberlin City Council ac-
cepted two bidsThursday frommen
who are currently farming land
owned by thecity at theairport and
south of town.

In December, the council asked
for cashbidsfor thethreefarmprop-
erties owned by the city that are
leased out each year.

The council received abid from
Greg Lohoefener for theland at the
arport.

Mr. Lohoefener farmstheground
without any expense to the city or
without paying the city any of the
profit. In return, he mowsall of the

airport grounds.

The council renewed his lease
with the same terms except they
changed it from afive-year to a
three-year lease.

Thecity receivedtwobidsforthe
land south of town. One, from Jim
Bricker, whofarmstheground now,
proposedto keepit asitis, farming
on shares.

They also received one from
Bruce Larue for cash rent for 86.5
acresat $12 anacreand 150 acresat
$3lanacre. Therewasalsoabidfor
cost-share.

City Administrator Gary Shike

said Mr. Bricker wanted to keep
farming it ashe hasfor at least the
next year and then see what hap-
pens. Councilman Jay Anderson
said it is pretty much the same
money as Mr. Larue’s proposal.
Depending on the crop and what
happens this next year, Mr. Larue
will probably be still interested in
the property, said Mr. Shike.

Withtheupcoming sewer project
and not knowingfor surehow much
land isgoing to beneeded out of the
that farm ground, the council de-
cidedtoleavetheleaseasiswithMr.
Bricker farming it.

questionsanswered about theinsur-
ance, leaseand other items. Hesaid
hedidn’t want the city to enter into
something that they could get in
troublefor.

Mr. Hirschsaidthecouncil didn’t
havetomakeadecisiononthelease
tonight. The only decision they
needed to make was whether they
were going to terminate Mr.
Abbey’slease. He said it hasto be

done30dayspriortoMarch 1. The
city can renew with Mr. Abbey or
accept another of fer at thelater date.

Thecouncil decidedtoterminate
thelease.

Mr. McEvoy said it didn’t make
any sensetoterminateal easetotake
less money. Dr. Anderson replied
that he thought the contract with
PheasantsForever wastakingastep
into thefuture.

Judge
swvear sin
officials

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Tostart off thenew year, Magis-
trate Judge John Bremer swore in
county officialselected in Novem-
ber during acommissioners’ meet-
ing last Tuesday.

The “new” officials includec
Commissioners Doyle Brown anc
Ralph Unger, County Attorney
Steve Hirsch, Sheriff Ken Badsky,
Treasurer Jean Hale, Register of
Deeds Judy Gaumer and Clerk
MarilynHorn, al re-elected to new
four-year terms.

Judge Bremer will not be sworn
inuntil Thursday.

Mrs. Hornsaid all of thedeputies
for the offices need to be sworn in
by her and sign the deputy book.

The commissioners discussed
having an open enrollment for the
employee health insurance carriec
through CorporatePlan. They callec
Dan Escalante with the company.

Mr. Unger suggested havingopen
enrollment from Dec. 15to the enc
of the year. Mr. Escalante said it
normally is one the whole month
before the plan begins. Those cov-
ered by the insurance will still be
able to change their policy during
the year, he said. For example,
someonecould bedropped or addec
if their isachange of job and there
isno insurance, or in case of adi-
vorce, marriage, death, birth or
adoption.

Dental coverage, said Mr.
Escalante, isaspecial plan and the
commissionersarein charge of the
set-up and coverage of it with help
from the insurance company.

The commissioners agreed to
make open enrollment for thisyear
retroactiveto Dec. 15.

Mr. Escalante said he would get
the commissioners a contract for
their next meeting.

Mrs.Hornasked thecommission-
ersif the county should purchase g
laminator. She said they use pack-
agingtapeonmany items. Thecom:-
missionersweren't interested.

Mr. Hirsch said the county
attorney’ s office has onethe court-
house could use. Also said the
Jennings Museum has one to dc
newspaper pages, so maybe the
county could call them if it was
something big.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

» Appointed Mr. Brown as the
chairman for theyear.

* Designated the Bank, Farmers
Bank and Trust and First National
Bank asdepositories.

« Approved the 2005 holidays,
which includes New Year’s Day,
President’s Day, Memorial Day,
Independence Day, Labor Day,
Veteran's Day, Thanksgiving and
the Friday after it and Christmas.

* Setthemeal allowancesfor em-
ployeestraveling out of town as $7
for breakfast, $7 for lunch and $11
for dinner.

Inpatient Rehabilitation Services
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The best medicine.

“I draweccz’;you

a picture,

randma!”’

stays.

Just knowing that family

Medicare approved.

close to family.

The very best medicine!

Ease of mind is good medicine, too.

receiving intensive therapy close to home
on a daily basis from experienced, highly
trained professionals lessens the burden
of worry. And Hays Medical Center’s
Inpatient Rehabilitation Services is

Inpatient Rehabilitation at
Hays Medical Center...close to home...

Family and friends just seem to speed up the
recovery process. Because of Hays Medical
Center’s regional location right here in Northwest
Kansas, friends and loved ones can visit the
Inpatient Rehabilitation Center without lengthy
drives to the big city or expensive overnight

members are

HaysMedicalCenter
2220 Canterbury Drive « Hays * 785-650-2774

.




