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Eventsof Yesteryear
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ByJody Betts )

125 YEARSAGO — Jan. 1880

TheHeraldthisweekiscarrying
the official proclamation for the
special election to be held Feb. 3,
1880, to elect county officers and
determinethe county seat.

Beforewe again go to press, the
questionthat hasbeen agitatingthe
citizens of this county for several
monthspast will have been settled,
andif thelegal votersof thiscounty
by their ballot expresstheir honest
convictionsand votefor their own
interest, Oberlin will obtain the
county seat by around majority.

A great many of thevotersof the
county think that Decatur Centeris
in the geographical center of the
county. It isfully amile from the
center.

Mr. Tinder iserecting abuilding
on the east side of Penn Avenue,
whichwill beoccupiedby Mrs. T's
millinery store.

100 YEARSAGO — Jan. 1905

George W. Bayne ends hismer-
cantile career on Saturday by sell-
ing his stock of goods to Harry
Johnston. George sayshewill now
returnto hisfarm.

AnnaColdrenwasquitesick the
first of theweek.

Major McClaury informs us he
has sold his farm to a man from
Colorado, getting $10 per acrefor
theentirefarm.

M.E. Mix shipped out five car-
loads of hogs Monday, which he
had bought at $4.50 per cwt.

Thenew land firm of Langmade,
Cathcart & Benjaminreportthesale
of two farms last week, cold as it
was.

RoeGriffinwasintown Saturday
and said aman was afool to drive
10 milesto town on such aday un-
lesshewas compelled to.

75YEARSAGO — Jan. 1930

On Jan. 16 the temperature
dippedto-16.

In the passing of Mrs. Viola
Caster, Oberlinand Decatur County
losesoneof itsearliest settlers, and
one whose life of noble Christian
example was an inspiration to her
children, her neighborsand the en-
tire community in which she re-
sided for morethan 50 years. Wid-
owed at an early age, she came by
trainfrom OhiotoBuffalo Park Sta-
tioninJune1879whereshewasmet
by Daniel Caster, achildhoodfriend
from back in Ohio, whosewifehad
died before he came to Kansasin
1878leavinghimwithfour children
to raise. They were married by a
M ethodist minister in Buffalo Park
beforemakingthetripto Oberlinin
a covered wagon. Mr. Caster had

lived in a dugout located on the
north end of thepresent golf course
but had a sod house partly com-
pleted wherethey madetheir home
until a frame house was built in
1903.

A beautiful marriage ceremony
wasperformed at Olive Chapel the
evening of Jan. 19 when Miss
Naomi Plotts, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Roy Plotts, wasunitedinmar-
riage to Lloyd Christiansen of
Harlan Township.

High School News: Harold Dyer
had the high paper inthe Every Pu-
pil contest in Latin, Geometry and
English. Ingeometry, Haroldhad a
score of 93 out of apossible 93.

Harlan Items: Mr.and Mrs. C.E.
VanVleet and Mrs. Carrol Miller
and baby went to Oberlinto havea
four-generation picturetaken.

Births: Mr. and Mrs. Shirley
Cochran, girl, PhylissL auretta, Jan.
6; Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Swisher, a
son, Jan. 8; Mr. and Mrs. Earl
Rubendall, son, Jan. 16.

Henry Olsonwill holdafarmsale
Feb. 11 at his place six miles west
and one south of Oberlin. In addi-
tion, Henry's herd of purebred
Shorthornswill go under the ham-
mer.

50YEARSAGO — Jan. 1955

L.F. Cushenbery, Decatur
County’ srepresentativeinthe 1955
Kansas L egislature, has been ap-
pointed to four committees: judi-
ciary, assessment and taxation, oil
and gas, and state affairs.

Norcatur: Funeral serviceswere
held for Louis Eckhart, 76, along-
timeresident of the Norcatur area.

A bridal shower honoring Miss
Nathalie Berndt was held the
evening of Jan. 22 at the home of
Mrs. Harold Hahn with Mrs. Carl
Unger as co-hostess.

New Arrivals: Mr. and Mrs.
Alfred Soderlund, boy, Kenneth
LeRoy, Jan. 21; Mr. and Mrs. Rex
McGowne, son, Stuart Ray, Jan. 22,
Dr. and Mrs. J. H. Coffman, son,
David James, Jan. 23; Mr.and Mrs.
Leonard Cullison, Olathe, son,
Mark Jay, Jan. 18.

TheRed Devil basketball league
recordis2winsand 5lossesasthe
secondround of theschedulebegins
withagameat Hoxie Friday night.

Among those who attended the
wedding of Miss Donna Brown,
former Decatur Community High
School faculty member, to Dr. Wil-
liam Berner at the Presbyterian
ChurchinSalinaSunday afternoon
were Mr. and Mrs. H.G. Mahon,
Mr. and Mrs. E.R. Woodward and
Miss Sylvia Mahon and Miss
Lynne Gaumer, both students at

KansasUniversity.

VernaNicodemushassubmitted
totheboard of county commission-
ers awritten resignation from her
position ascounty treasurer, effec-
tiveFeb. 1.

She is now serving her second
term which expires next October.

The commissioners have ap-
pointed L aureneBryantofill outthe
unexpiredtermuntil October, when
AleenVanVleet will take over.

25YEARSAGO — Jan. 1980

The congregation of the Oberlin
Covenant Church will honor the
Rev. and Mrs. Wayne E. Cooke
withafarewell dinner Sunday. The
Cookes will be moving to
Beresford, S.D. The Rev.

Tom Garretson of the Herndon
Covenant Church will serve asin-
terim pastor.

The Red Devil basketball boys’
team coached by JimKeller led the
Colby Eaglesall four quartersonly
tolose56-55inthecl osing seconds.
TheRed Devilswereled by Kevin
Unger, who scored 24 points.

Vern Burrus, West Central

Manufacturing, announced this
week thefirmisexpanding and con-
structionof asimilar plantin Altus,
Okla., isunder way.

Owners Ron Beneda, Vern and
KenBurrusandVerdieNelsonem-
ploy about 20 persons at the firm
producinganew geological laband
housing unit every four days.

Mr. and Mrs. Vern Burrus are
expected to move to Altuslatein
February. Sales of units will be
handled in Oberlin by Verdie
Nelson.

Mirla Moore, who attended the
University of New South Walesin
Australiaasapost-graduatestudent
sponsored by Rotary District 567,
wasthespeaker at the Tuesday noon
meeting of Oberlin Rotary.

Shenotedthat theAustraliansare
keenly interested in the problems
facing the U.S. in Iran and the
Middle East.

Decatur County cattlemen will
have the opportunity to vote on a
beeferendum Feb. 19-22, according
to Kent Reinhardt, who urges all
local cattleproducersandfeedersto
vote“yes.”

Cedar LivingNews

Vic Mowry and his band from
Hoxie will be entertaining in the
Cedar Living Center diningroomat
7 p.m. on Thursday. Everyoneis
welcometo attend.

MyrnaJdones, Mary Ann Amack,
and Linda Smith assisted with the
sing-along time on Monday after-
noon.

FernMooregavethereading pro-
gram on Tuesday morning.

Zola Brown won the first bingo
on Tuesday afternoon and Velda
Ward won the blackout game.

A group of residents met on
Wednesday afternoonfor bowling.
Those attending included Harold
Frickey, Freda Gamblin, John
Green, Myrtle Hazuka, Charley
Vavroch, Hank Wolfram, Nettie
Britton, and Don Shaw.

Stuart EuhusgavetheBiblestudy
|esson on Wednesday afternoon.

Father George said Mass on the
patio on Thursday morning.

Don Shaw wasthe big winner at
the dice game played on Thursday
afternoon.

Barb Solko played Scrabblewith
Wynemah Cox on Thursday after-
noon.

Jennifer Shaw isanew volunteer.
She assisted with a game night on
Thursday. Those joining her for
games were Eva Marie Vacura,
Hank and BeaWolfram, Don Shaw,

Charley Vavroch, ZolaBrown, and
Nettie Britton.

Irvan Courange celebrated his
birthday on Friday. Maralyn
Courange and Kelly Brown were
hisguestsfor lunch.

Thebaking group made oatmeal
chocolate chip cookies on Friday
afternoon.

VeldaWard has returned to her
homein Norcatur after ashort stay
at Cedar Living Center.

Recent visitors: Clint, Tish,
Tarryn and Nolan Burrell, Park.
Neb.; Ann Martin, Don Grafel,
Herndon; Jerry Temple, Norcatur;
Mike, Rose, Shakia and Sohn
Domsch, Atwood; Carol Shaw,
Gary Emigh, Don Ashley, Carl
Mumm, Selden; Richard anc
Bernadine Samson, Ludell; Dear
Geihsler, McCook; Dale Hazuka,
DianeHazuka, McDonald;

Elvin Beneda, Orlin Beneda
Laurene Van Otterloo, Juanite
Williby, Paul Sass, Cary Hoehner,
Jeanette Diederich, Carol Shaw,
LyleGamblin, MarieJeanVavroch,
Elaine Bryan, Earl Brown, Elle
Betts, Carol Allen, JuneHarold, Il
Ray, Alice Shirley, Virginic
Spratling, Walt and RosellaMeitl,
John and Henrietta Juenemann,

Eula Juenemann, Helenec
Bruggeman, Don Claussen,
Oberlin,

Chamber News

By Glenva Nichols

Good Samaritan News

Theannual chamber meetingand
banquet is over for another year.
Theweather wasgreat and the pro-
gram was very interesting. The
DCHS Singers boys quartet was
super asalways, and we had avery
good crowd and a delicious meal
which made a great time for all.
Thanks to everyone for attending
our meeting.

Thechamber honored thefollow-
ing outstanding peopleinthe com-
munity: Richard Anderson, ag-
builder of the year; Don
Fredrickson, community |eader-
ship; Bob Fraker, community vol-
unteer; and MarleneMoxter, repre-
sentative of educatorsin our com-
munity. Congratulations to these
folks.

Thethreenew board membersfor
the next three-year term are Kem
Bryan, Pam Wilson and Doug
Brown. Thanks to Judy Scott,
Derek Riner and MarilynNoonefor
the years they have given to the
community through the chamber.

Don't forget the Seeds of Hope
Telethon, Saturday, Feb. 5, at The
Gateway. Bringyour favoritepot of
chili by 4 p.m.for thechili cookoff.
Proceeds from the sale will go for
Seeds of Hope.

Neal Corey andJim L ester will be
giving a program at the Oberlin

gradeschool for al grades, withthe
Jenningsschool alsoincluded. The
topicis“The Lewisand Clark Ex-
pedition,” whichwasrelivedonthe
175th anniversary of their trip up
the Missouri River.

Neal was with the re-enactment
groupthewholetime, although Jim
could spend only afew weeks be-
cause of other interests.

They will bewearing their expe-
ditionwardrobeof that era, and will
bring along their muzzleloaders
and other necessities of the time.
The chamber is sponsoring the
event on Feb. 15.

The second annual Home and
Garden Show will beMarch19and
20 at The Gateway. Thereisroom
for 40 booths.

Anyonethat wouldliketodisplay
his or her wares can contact the
chamber office at (785) 475-3441
for moreinformation. Thereisno
admissionchargesostopby and see
what will beinside The Gateway.
Therewill befoodavailable, served
by the Gateway staff.

WE're hoping the nice weather
returnsinthecomingweeks, just no
ice to contend with, as there were
several fallsandfender bendersthat
happened.

Thepotison, sostopby andhave
acup.

Rexford News

By SondraBarnett

We had some beautiful spring-
ike days last week. I'll take
‘spring” any timeof year.

TheCommunity PRIDEisinthe
orocessof finalizingand gettingthe
fithess center on Main Street ready
or use. It will be availableto any-
one that would like to become a
member and work out. An open
nouse will be taking place in the
near future.

Therewill beacovered dishmeal
and Community PRIDE meeting at
5:30 p.m. Thursday at the Commu-
nity Building. Therewill beelection
of officersand atour of thenew ex-
orcise center. Everyone interested
nthebetterment of Rexfordiswel-
“ometo attend.

The Barnswallows who met to
olay pinochle on Monday were
Darlene Robben, Jean Hawkins,
Grace Cheney, Deb Stepper, Mary
Ann and Lawrence Juenemann,
Zulaand LawrenceHorinek, Betty
and Rex Carswell, Gene Rogers,
Dick Sanford, and Fran Leach.

Visitors of Lawrence and Zula
Horinek for several dayslast week
vere his sister and husband, Sally
and Bob Seitz, Arvada, Colo.

Jeremy Gould graduated from
he Navy Boot Camp in Great
_akes, Il.,and hisparents, Tinaand
Jon Anderson, Goodland, attended
heceremony. Jeremy isthegrand-
son of Nancy and Jay Dahl.

Social Hour Club met on
Wednesday after asix-week break
‘or Christmasand the bad weather.
Those present were Ruth Luna,
Marge Leh, Vesta Roth, Jean
Hawkins, Cleda Moeder, Hulda
Wark, Fran Leach, Grace Cheney,
Eileen Dible, Deb Stepper, Zula
Horinek and Sondra Barnett. The
officersfromlast year wereretained
and areV esta, president; Zula, vice
oresident; Marge, secretary; Cleda,
reasurer; and Deb Stepper, card
chairman. Ruth and Sondra re-
ceived birthday gifts from their

mystery pals. Winnersof thebingo
prizeswereRuth, Marge, Cledaand
Vesta. The hostess prize was
awarded to Deb Stepper.

Liz Rall, Donald and Colleen
Rall, Jerry, Chrys and Nick Rall,
andLori and L ad Truetken attended
the wedding reception of Kristin
(Ross) and Larry Bloom in Fort
Collins, Colo., last weekend.
Kristin is the daughter of Maxine
Rossandgranddaughter of LizRall.

Koffee Klatch attendees last
week wereVelmaBarnett, Berneda
Zoberst, HuldaWark, Deb Stepper,
Jean Hawkins, Vesta Roth, Darla
Dible, Delores Dible, Liz Rall,
Margaret Arasmith, Freda
Ketchum, Fran Leach, Eunice
Sanford, Marge Leh and Sondra
Barnett.

Andria Douglass and Chris
Floreswere married on Dec. 10 at
the courthouse in Colby. Those
present were Dawn Mouser and
Matthew, and Jami Shaw, Colby;
and Tracey KingandBill Gilchrist,
Rexford. Thecouple smothersare
Dawnand Tracey. Thenewlyweds
will maketheir homein Rexford.

Cleda Moeder and Buck Harper
went to Logan to visit Hazel
Richardson on Saturday, then they
wenttoNortontowatchKidsWres-
tling. Among the participants was
Cleda sgrandson, Taylor Moeder.
Taylortook first placein hisweight
class.

Surprise visitors at the home of
Sondra Barnett on Sunday after-
noon were her cousin, Cheryl
Traub, and daughter, Tricia, of
Goodland.

SCOOPON THE SCHOOL

Our superintendent at Golden
Plains, “Doc” Roger Bakersville,
went to San Antonioto giveapre-
sentation on English as a Second
Languagefrom athesishewrote.

The middle school basketball
teamswonall their gameslast week
exceptthejunior varsity boys. This

week they will meet at Brewster on
Thursday for both boys and girls
games.

The high school basketball
teams met here on Friday to play
Sharon Springs. Wewonthejunior
varsity boys game and the varsity
girls game. This week, Golden
Plains will be on the road. They
weretotravel on Tuesday to Healy
for boysand girlsbasketball games
beginning at 4:30 p.m., and thento
Grinnell on Friday for games at 4
p.m.

This week the make-up basket-
ball gamesfrom acouple of weeks
ago will be played, which were
called off because of the bad
weather. On Saturday, the high
school will meet Logan here at 2

p.m. for boysand girls, A and jun-
ior varsity. On Monday, Triplains
will come hereto play bothmiddie
school boysandgirls, A andjunior
varsity teams, beginning at 2 p.m.

MAKIN’ IT HAPPEN: Hatsoff
to Golden Plains senior Darcie
Spresser, selected “Most Inspira-
tional Player” intheAll Star volley-
ball gameheldin Goodland on Jan.
16; our girls coach, Orba
Stevenson, sel ected to coach oneof
theteamsintheAll Star volleyball
game; andto another GoldenPlains
senior, JesseMiller, chosento play
intheDivisionll eight-manAll Star
football game to be held in June.
Congratulationstoall three. We're
proud of you!

M ount Pleasant News

By DianneBremer

Sympathies go out to the family
and friends of Tristan Wessel,
three-year-old son of Michael and
Heather Wessel, whosefuneral was
held Saturday morning at Sacred
Heart Catholic Church in Selden.
Tristan’ smaternal grandfather and
great-aunt are Melvin Waterman
and Karen Eskew, and paternal
grandparents are George and Lola
Wessel, Selden. Ed and Kathy
Waterman, Darren and Becky
Hibbs, A.J. and Emma, Wichita,
and Joe and Stephanie Waterman,
Ponca City, Okla., were weekend
guests of the family and attended
thefuneral.

Karolyn Muirhead and Robert

INnternet

andDianeMuirhead andfamily re-
turned home Sunday, Jan. 16, after
spending afew days visiting Jerry
and Joan L oughmiller, Sam, James,
and Chrisin Wellington.

Lois Eckhart and Wilma May
were Thursday evening guests of
DarleneFishertohelpher celebrate
her birthday. Mildred Fortin was
unableto attend.

Guests of Dianne Bremer Tues-
day noonwererecipeclubmembers
Judith LaBash, Barb Dehlinger,
Connie Simonsson, Joann
Neidenthal, Shirley Shields, Diane
Frickey, Jody Betts, Kay Gaskill,
and Karen Larson.

tonight!

Call 475-2206

On Monday, Jan. 17, Marian
Dempewolf led morning devotions.
ThechildrenfromLittleSam’sDay
Care came to make pasted hearts
with Agnes Chambers, ErmaHolt,
Eva Cuthbertson, Leo Mooty,
ErylineNicholsandMamieUnger.
Folding Fellowship brought
Eryline Nichols, Jeanette Conway
and Fern Anderson together.

Don Farr had agood turnout for
exercises Monday morning. After
lunch Lisa Stacy spent some “Just
Us’ time with Everett Fisher, Eva
Cuthbertson and LuVerne May.
MyrnaJonesplayeddelightful mu-
sic for Social Hour. An intense
game of Chinese checkers was
played by Jeanette Conway,
LuVerne May, Ruth Laidig, Leo
Mooty, Lorna Bishop and Fern
Anderson.

Tuesday morning began with a
memorial servicefor EllaPeterson.
Coleen Rippe officiated, and the
Good Sam choir sang “Amazing
Grace.”

TheHeart’ sCreationcraft group,
Garrah Gaumer, Hildegard Euhus,
Jeanette Conway, Fern Anderson
and Marilyn St. Clair, began mak-
ing Victorian beaded mirrors later
Tuesday. Marguerite Fullerton en-
joyed a“picnic” lunch brought by
friendsin celebration of her birth-
day, then spenttheeveningwithher
family.

Resident’ sCouncil met Tuesday
afternoon, followed by Social Hour
in the Angel Lane dining room.
ColeenRippeserved ol d-fashioned
hot chocolate and cookies. Dena
Gillespie, Marilyn St. Clair, Fern
Anderson, Hildegard Euhus and
Elsie Macy attended the “Until |
Return” Bible study that evening,
learning a lot about Thomas and
why hewas nicknamed “ Doubting
Thomas.”

Songs of Worship was led by
Marian Dempewolf onWednesday .
Kelly Black read a winter poem.
Biblestudy met withMert McEvoy
leading alesson by Max Lucado.
Dorothy Alstrom and Pat Whetzel
didnail careafter lunch, and Social
Hour wasserved by EllenHornand
ConnieMiller.

Devotionson Thursday morning

were taken from the book, “A
View From the Zoo.” Lisa Stacy
brought the message about “one
anothering.” Catholic services
were held for Lois Buchholz. For
the Men’'s Gathering, David
McGee, Harold Demmer and Leo
Mooty played poal.

New employee Kellie Morris
helped Lisa Stacy play a math
game, called “Fudge,” Thursday
afternoonwith Fern Andersonand
Ruth Laidig. They continued
through Social Hour with ageog-
raphy memory game, joined by
Elsie Macy and Ruby Shuler. So-
cial Hour was served by Ellen
Horn.

Janice Shobeofficiated at Friday
morning devotions. Jeanette
Diederich and son, Doyle
Richardson, helped Elsie Macy
bake cream cheese chocolate chip
cookies for Social Hour. Garrah
Gaumer, Fern Anderson, and
Jeanette Conway helped out at
Folding Fellowship.

Carol Duncancametoreadfrom
The Oberlin Herald for Helen
Styles, Dena Gillespie, Fern
Anderson, Garrah Gaumer,
LuVerneMay, and EIsieMacy.

Bethany Smith served popcorn
and the special cookiesfor Friday
afternoon Social Hour.

The afternoon ended with the
Biblestudy onangels, attended by
LuVerne May, Dena Gillespie,
Jeanette Conway, Fern Anderson,
RuthLaidig, NevaCampbell, Edla
Olson, Genevieve Erickson and
Garrah Gaumer.

On Saturday, Joyce Ploussard
brought themorning message. So-
cial Hour was served by Florence
Vavroch.

Recent guests: Ruby M cK enna
- Joan McKenna;, Garrah
Gaumer - Joan McKenna, Pastor
Glenn and Betty Krebs; Iris
Wurm - Beverly Witt; Hazel
Flaska - Charlene Karnes; Dena
Gillespie- Pastor Glennand Betty
Krebs, JuneVavroch; Mar guerite
Fullertonand AgnesChamber s-
Mary andHelenHelm; ElsieM acy
- Doyle Richardson and Jeanette
Diederich. Also visiting was
CatherineNeal.

LyleNews

By Deanna Sumner

TootsMagers, VedaWood, June
Jolly and Kathy VanMeter took
lunch on Tuesday to Marguerite
Fullerton in the Good Samaritan
Center in Oberlinfor her birthday.

Toots Magers, June Jolly and
Kathy VanMeter played cardsin
Norcatur on Friday evening.

Toots Magers received word on
Sunday that Rex Cozad of
Hutchinson haslung cancer and has
been in the hospital with pneumo-
nia.

Pat Schwab had another stroke
and now haslost theuseof her right

Have you ever asked yourself:

goals where | am now?

family?
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Carol Woodmansee, lay speaker
at the Lyle United Methodist
Church, said her mother had a
stroke. Wepray for all.

Fairy Faye (Wickham) Y oung
died in September 2004. Her par-
ents were Claude and Blanche
(VanGundy) Wickham. She was
borninColoradoin 1917, and was
aDecatur Community High School
graduatein 1935. Shemarried Dick
Y oung in 1942 and they had three
daughters.




