School boards
happy withruling

By VERONICA MONIER

Kansas school boardsarenot ex-
actly upset that the state Supreme
Court hasruled that the state isn’t
putting enough money into educa-
tion.

Bill Curtis, associate executive
director of the Kansas Association
of School Boards, said at a special
meeting last Monday night in
Norton that the state Supreme
Court’ sdecisionvalidateswhat the
association has been saying all
along on schooal finance.

He said the Montoy vs. State of
Kansas decision, in asuit filed by
several larger school districts
againstthestate, sofarisashortone.
A longdecisionwill not berel eased
until after April 13, giving the Leg-
islaturetimeto changethelaw.

“WE' Il know onApril 13just how
serious the Legislature is about
this,” hesaid.

Mr. Curtis said the decision will
remainwiththe SupremeCourtand
can’ t beappeal ed, becausethecourt
hasn’t closed out the case yet. He
said their decision was “per cu-
riam,” which means that it was a
decision of the entire court, rather
than theindividual members.

Hesaidthe SupremeCourt agreed
with a District Court decision that
the Legislature failed to meet its
obligation to suitably finance edu-
cation.

Mr. Curtissaidthehigh court had
ruledin 1992 that school financelaw
was constitutionally suitable, but
thelaw has changed since then and
so hasKansas.

“The issue of suitability is not
stagnant,” he said, “but requires
constant monitoring.”

That is what makes the present
finance law unconstitutional, he
added.

“Achievement and student
progress has been a part of our fi-
nance law since 1992,” he said.
“Those are part of the basisfor No
Child Left Behind. We' vebeen do-
ingitsince’ 92. Suitability cannot be
just alist of classes. Not if we are
goingtomaintainKansas highedu-
cation standards.”

He said in 2001, the Legislature
hired Augenblick and Myers, acon-
sultingfirm, todoastudy onwhat a
suitable education would cost.
WhentheL egidaturedidn’tlikethe
figure the firm came up with, he
said, they shelved the problem.

Thedistrict court decision, which
was upheld by the Supreme Couirt,
found alot of changes since 1992
that affected school funding, hesaid.

Changesfall into two categories
—social andlegal. Socialy, hesaid
morestudentstoday livein poverty
and morehavelimited English pro-

ficiency, there hasbeen adramatic
increase in immigrants and state
universitiesareusing morerigorous
admissions standards.

He said on thelegal side, educa-
tion goals and the state oversight
committee have been removed.
There have been changesin enroll-
ment and at-risk weighting. Reduc-
tionsintaxeshavereducedrevenue.
New facilitiesandancillary weight-
ing have been added. Money to pay
for special educationhasbeenadded
to local option budgets while state
aid has been reduced to 85 percent
andthelimitsoncapital outlay have
been removed.

Most of all, the Legislature cut
state taxes and schools have been
forcedtoraiselocal taxes.

“Now there are too many school
districtsrelyingonlocal optionbud-
getsto pay for general education,
rather than using themoney for ex-
tra expenses, aswas intended,” he
said. “The state also continues to
fund specia education at less than
100 percent.”

Mr. Curtis said the district court
found the 1992 law to be unconsti-
tutional and ruled that the current
funding formula didn’t meet the
legislation’ sown definition of suit-
ableeducation. The SupremeCourt
agreed.

“It’ sthe state’ s responsibility to
fund suitable education,” he said.
“Now, they have to find out how
muchit’ sgoingto cost and then pay
it.”

Hesaidtheweightingfactorsused
tofigureadistrict’ sbudget wereall
found by the Supreme Court to be
congtitutional, and now educators
will haveto show what thecostsare.

Hesaiditwasfiguredthat thestate
would havetoprovide$853million
tofinanceeducation, whichis$263
million morethanit givesnow.

“Local option budgetisnot to be
usedtofinancegeneral education,”
hesaid.“ Thisisnot goingtobedol-
lars raised in Norton County, but
dollars raised statewide is what |
think the Supreme Courtissaying.”

Mr. Curtis said he didn’t think
enrollment weighting would be
taken out of school finance, but
schoolswill havetoprovethecosts.

He said the Supreme Court is
awarethat thedecisionraisesques-
tions about continuing the present
financing formulauntil fixed.

“If theL egidaturedoesn’tdoany-
thing at all, will schools be shut
down?,” hesaid. “1 don’t know.

“What | doknow isthat nowisthe
time that everybody needsto work
together. Rural legislators need to
help urban legislators and they, in
turn, need to help their rural coun-
terparts.”
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FLAMESLICKED throughtheroof of ahousein Norcatur andKimMayo, 503 E. Opdlik, suffered smokeandwater dam-

last Tuesday night as volunteer firemen cut through the age, but the couple saidthey will rebuild.
shinglesto get at the blaze. The house, the home of Randall

Firewakesvolunteer sfromther deegp

By CAROLYNPLOTTS

Norcatur city firemen were
rousted from their beds about 11
p.m. last Tuesday by thetown'’ssi-
ren. The home of Randall and Kim
Mayo on the east edge of town was
onfire.

Mr. Mayosaidhehadjust stepped
into the kitchen of hishome at 503
East Opelik when heheard a“ pop”
anda“crack”.Hesaidhesaw firein
the ceiling where he and his wife
have been remodeling. The Mayos
heat with two wood stoves, and the

stove on the south end of the house
|ater wasdetermined tobethecause
of theblaze.

Since the Mayos do not have a
telephone, Mrs. Mayo said, she
walked three blocksto the home of
her mother-in-law, Jeannie Pelkey,
toget helpand she dialed 911.

The call came into Decatur
County dispatch at 11:03 p.m. and
firemen arrived on the scene at
11:08.

“We had about 10 volunteersre-
spond to the siren with trucksfrom

both the rural and city fire depart-
ments,” said Norcatur Fire Chief
C.W. Lyon. “We had to cut ahole
inthe roof to ventilateit and to get
to the fire. It’s just one of those
thingswe haveto do.”

Mr. Lyonestimated several thou-
sand dollars worth of damage was
doneby thefire, whichtook hisde-
partment about 45 minutestoextin-
guish.

OnWednesday, Mrs. Pelkey said
the entire family had been at the
housecleaningup. Shesaidshewas

— Herald photo by Carolyn Plotts

surprised therewasno more smoke
damage. M ost of themesswasfrom
water damage.

“They are going to need a new
roof on at least half of it,” Mrs.
Pelkey said, “but they didn’t have
any insurance, sowe' |l just havetc
see. For right now, they aregoingtc
block off thekitchenandjustlivein
therest of the house. We' re thank-
ful thereweren’t any injuries.

“Randy and Kim think they are
lucky nottohavel ost morethanthey
did.”

Conferencetopicswill center around farming

TheCover Y our Acreswinter ag
conference will be held Thursday,
Feb. 3, at The Gateway, sponsored
by Kansas State University and
Northwest Kansas Crop Residue
Alliance.

Industry sponsorsinclude South-

west Implement, Hoxiel mplement,
Redball with Colby Implement,
DuPont Ag with Pioneer Hybrids,
and the High Plains Sunflower
Committee.

Since early registration was
closed last week, the price is now

$25 per person. Thefeeincludesall
of the meetings, breakfast, lunch
and dinner.

Among topics that will be dis-
cussedwill becornversusmilopro-
duction, no-till crop production,
dryland soybean production, tree

lossinwindbreaksand more.

All checks should be payable to
KansasStateUniversity and mailed
to the Northwest Area Extension
Office, Attn: Brian Olson, Box 786
Colby, Kan. 67701.

Bugnessallianceneedsachairman for 2005

TheOberlinBusinessAllianceis
looking for a volunteer to lead the
organization for 2005.

The group met Wednesday, Jan.
12, attheLandMark Innwith about
16 members, but therewerenovol-
unteers to be chairman. Judy Scott
of Sappa Valley Youth Ranch ran
the meeting, but said she only
wantedto doit that onetime.

Connie Grafel, marketing direc-
tor for the Gateway, said alot of
peoplewho support thebusinessal-
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First National Bank Christmas Club

‘Tis the season to start socking away savings for
Christmas 2005. Join our Christmas Club today
and begin a little stocking stuffer that will make
your Christmas future merry and bright.

e No maximum monthly deposit

e Account can be debited on the 5th or 20th of
each month beginning in January.

e [f started later than January, you can catch up or
continue from that point.

e FNB will issue a check to the depositor(s) the

Christmas is a

Ho-Ho-Whole
lot more fun
when you

PLAN AHEAD!

24 Hour Telephone Banking

www.fnb.com
Bird City, Colby, Goodland, Kirk, Oberlin,
Quinter, Sharon Springs, St. Francis

NATIONAL BANK
www.fnb.com

890-2777 or
(800) 899-7977
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liancearen’t downtown.

Shesaid shethought thechairman
should be someone who is down-
town.

The discussion will continue at
the February meeting.

Ms. Grafel suggested the group
ask the antique storesto join. She

said maybethey could offer onefee
for the Antique Guild to join. The
group talked with Gary Anderson,
owner of the LandMark Inn and a
member of the guild, about the
group joining the alliance. He said
hewouldtalk tothemembersat their
next meeting.

Ms. Grafel said maybe the alli-
ance could invite some of the guilo
membersto the February meeting.

Alliance members talked about
theholiday giveaway.

The “second chance” drawing
was popular, though Gary Brug-
geman wasthe only winner.

ing from farming and feeding cattle and are offering a
nice line of equipment that has been well-cared for, and
most of which has been shedded. There are very few small
items, so be on time!

TRUCKS AND CAR

MACHINERY AUCTION

Sat., Feb. 12, 2005 = 11:00 AM

LOCATION: 11 1/2 miles south of Cambridge, Nebraska on Highway 47 and 1/2 mile
east OR 1/2 north of Highway 89-47 junction and 1/2 mile east. |

SELLERS: Manuel and Margalee Ruf

AUCTIONEER'S NOTE: Manuel and Margalee are retir-

LOADER AND TRACTOR

Lunch will be served. |

1976 Chevy C65, tandem elec. tag axle 20" box
w/hoist, 62" sides, 5x2 speed, 34,000 miles

—

head ¢ 20’ John Deere P.U. reel

David Juenemann, Salesperson

Ford F-600 truck w/BJM 400 cubic ft. mixer box, 37,000 miles

1949 Pontiac Silverstreak,

— -~ | 2-dr, runs and always shedded,

ready to be restored. Motor has
been over-hauled.

MISC. EQUIPMENT & ANTIQUES
Speeco Quick hitch, John Deere wagon hoist, early 50's ¢
Westfield 60-31 auger, 6"x31" w/electric motor  Gehl 10’x5’
feedwagon, pull type « Continental hyd., shop press ¢ Pressure
washer » One-row horse-drawn cultivator « AccuTrack guidance
system, Model 3NE, SN: J421911J1h « John Deere 654A Row
crop head « John Deere 2 row 36" 3970 silage cutter - pickup

PLANTERS AND DRILLS

2-John Deere 9300, 8'x10" wiliquid fertilizer, squeeze pump,
drill model 9000, SNs: 029194 and 029156, always shedded
John Deere 7100 planter, liquid fertilizer, row splitter shanks,
6-row, 36", Buffalo boxes, model 7100, SN: 019505

Johnson Realty, Inc.

For information, call listing agent Roger Emigh, cell: 785-567-8021 or home: 308-895—2287
122 South Penn, Oberlin, KS 67749 » Roberta Johnson, Broker
Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Broker/Auctioneer
Call Lynn A. Johnson for sale hill or information: 785-475-2785 - Mobile 785-475-8514

Jacqueline Votapka, Salesperson Joe D. Green, Salesperson/Auctioneer  Roger Emigh, Salesperson/Auctioneer  Randy Ostmeyer, Salesperson

Shirley Simpson, Salesperson Marcia Lohoefener, Salesperson

Springtooth, 24’

HAY

1983 Case 7130, 5300 hrs., duals triple-hyd., w/12' Otter
dozer to be sold separately

TILLAGE EQUIPMENT

Sunflower 20’ offset disc, Model #1331-20, SN: 1392-130
Mulcher, 5-shank ripper w/anhydrous attachments

Case 20’ flopper chopper

Sunflower 27’ field cultivator, Model #523127, SN: 5290071
Sunflower 21’ chisel plow, Model #B21 SN: 75290

John Deere 400, 21’ rotary hoe

John Deere 88, 6-row x 36" cultivator, SN: N00885X002014
Hinicker 6-row x 36" cultivator

Flex-King 4x5 sweep plow w/NH3 and harrows

EQUIPMENT

New Holland side delivery rake

John Deere 1380 14’
swather, SN: 561687

Not responsible for accidents. All guarantees are between sellers and buyers. No items are to
be removed until paid for. Announcements Day of Sale take precedence over printed matter.

Jerry Lohoefener, Salesperson

Michael Wilson, Salesperson




