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Eagternlegidatorswould |

closeschoolsin our area

It sout inthe open now.

Eastern K ansaslegislatorswant to closeour

schools.

Not just the struggling “little” schoolslike
Jennings, Brewster and Weskan. Under one
plan on the table in Topeka, it’'s likely that
every district in northwest Kansas, save one
or two, would beforced to merge.

Thelegidatorssay, of course, that they don’t
want to close schools. It's al about cutting
administrative expense, they say.

Bull.

First, there’ snoway to savemoney by con-
solidating districts. Most havecut coststothe
bone. Buildings still need principals. Some-
one still hasto fill out the state and federal
paperwork. Classeswouldstill needteachers.

JmHas, aresearch specialist withtheKan-
sas A ssociation of School Boards, putitwell:
“The only way to have substantial saving

would beto closebuildings.”

One plan, by Rep. Candy Ruff, a Leaven-
worth Democrat, would cut tojust onedistrict
inany county with fewer than 26,000 people,
whichisall of our counties. That wouldelimi-
nate 122 of the state’ s 302 school districts.

Another, by Sen. Phil Journey, a Wichita-
area Republican, would require merging all
districtsunder 1,000 enrolIment. Innorthwest
Kansas, only ahandful would survive.

Andat first, perhaps, schoolswouldremain
open in county seat towns. Forget about the

the like. They’d be closed. Many are on the

edgeanyway.

But two thingshappenin school consolida-

set

tions: Thetownwiththevotesgetstheschooals,
no matter what promises are made at the out-

Ask peoplein McDonald. And since clos-
ing buildingsis the only real way to save
money, someday it’ |l happen. Studentsin St.
Francis, Atwood, Oberlin, Sharon Springs,
Hoxieand other smaller county seatswill wind

up being bused to “ efficient” high schoolsin

nor care.

lives.

larger towns. Eventhoseschool swill haveless
money than they get today .
And peopleinthecitieswill neither notice

Theirtaxeswon’t godown, educationwon'’t
be any better for anyone, but rural kids will
spendhoursonabusevery day of their school

Thisisnojoke, folks.

littleones— Brewster, Rexford, Weskanand

Thisfreebiewaswonder ful

Normally | don’t get too excited
about potato peelers, but that was
before | tried a“freebie” | got the
other day.

My local credit union has an an-
nual dinner for itsmembersand al-
waysgivesanicegifttoeachperson
attending. Last year it was a small
tool kit, just right for the glovebox.
Thisyear it wasa" gripper flipper”
(you' ve seen them on television—
you canpick upadimeorflipaham-
burger with them), and thislittle,
unassuming potato peeler.

After removingtheplasticcover-
ingsfromflipper and peeler, | stuck
them into my utensil crock on the
counter. My utensil crock on the
stove holds items | use every day
like spatulas, pancake turners,
kitchen scissors and long-handled
spoons. Thecrock onthecounteris
reserved for specialty toolslike my
mother’s rolling pin, a potato
masher, other sundry utensils, and
the potato peeler.

Saturday wehel ped with abenefit
soup supper for a couple herein
townwhorecently had ahousefire.
| volunteered to make potato soup
and beef stew. Normally, | don't
bother to peel my potatoesfor soups
or stews, but Jim said, “I think,
they’d look better if they were
peeled.”

Now, | fedl that way about carrots.
| wouldn’t think of putting an
unpeeled carrot in my stew, but |
don’t havethat same passion about
unpeel ed potatoes. | know cooksin
other countriesthink we Americans
are foolish for not using the peels.
And I’m sure most of the nutrients
arein the peel or directly under it.
I’msorry, but unpeeled carrotsjust
don’tlook right.

ThelL egidatureisunder theguntodo some-
thing about school finance. Eastern Kansas
hasthevotes. Unlesswestart screaming now,
our schoolsaretoast.

People in Topeka, Johnson County and
Wichitaarestoking thefires.

It will be up to our legislators, our school
|eadersand our peopleto makeacasefor small
schools. Let’s hope we are up to it, because
nothing could be more important to our sur-
vival out hereonthePlains.

—SeveHaynes

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts

cplotts@nwkansas.com
J

Starting on the carrotsfirst, | de-
cided to use my new peeler. Slip,
strip, and it was peeled. One easy
stroke and the peel came off clean
theentirelength of thecarrot. About
four turnsinmy hand had theentire
vegetablecleaned and ready for the
next. Hey . . . thiswasalmost fun.

When Jim came into the kitchen
to help peel 15 pounds of potatoes
(yes, hediditvoluntarily) hestarted
with my old peeler. | suggested he
might liketo try the new one.

“Well,it' sforsurel don'tlikethis
one,” hesaidashefoughtthepedier,
trying to get the peeling out of the
blade.

After picking up the new peeler
and taking afew swipeson apotato
hesaid, “Now, that’smorelikeit.”

Sothe“ayes’ haveit. Wehavea
new potato peeler.

—ob—

The gospel group that Jim and |
sing with entertained after the sup-
per Saturday nightandlikeJimsaid,
“We've had several requests, but
we' regonnasing anyway.”

He' salwayslookingfor new ma-
terial and | try to help. Thismorn-
ing when | opened my e-mail, |
thought | hadfoundareal winner. A
friendin Texashad sent methelyr-
icsfor asong that | alwaysthought
had a certain “hidden” message.

But, when| startedsingingitto Jim
he gave me that you’ ve-got-to-be-
kiddinglook andsaid, “ | don’tthink
so0.”

It must all beintheperspective. |
still think the* Mississippi Squirrel
Revival” song would be a dandy.
Maybe he had a problem with the
verse about:
“All theway downtothe Amen pew
Where sat Sister Bertha Better-
Than-You
Who' d been watching all the com-
motionwith sadistic glee.
Oh, you should have seen the look
in her eyes,
Whenthat squirrel jumped her gar-
tersand crossed her thighs,
She jumped to her feet and said,
“Lord havemercy onme.”

Likel said, it sahiddenmessage.
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EXPLOSION
OF OLDER DRIVERS

WE MUST DO
SOMETHING
T0 MAKE
KANSAS

@ Row05 GAFER]

% 15 ON THE Homizon! B

HOW ABOUT
RAISING THE
MINIMUY
DRIVING AGE
FROM SIXTEEN
TO SEVENTYQ

Myadvicels, savethisadvice

I’manadvicejunkie.

| clip newspaper and magazine
articlesabout how to haveacl eaner,
neater homeandleavethemtoclut-
ter up the counters.

| hord great recipes | will never
cook and save reviews for restau-
rants| will never visit.

So it’s not surprising that I've
saved an article from The Denver
Post of 52tipsfor better eating. (I'm
asotryingtoloseapoundor 10.)

Many of the tips were common
sense, someweredumbandacouple
offered good adviceon something|
hadn’t considered before.

In the common sense category
therewere:

No. 6: Eat therainbow. Add color
toyour palateand challengekidsto
dothesame: green, red, yellow, or-
ange, white, andyou’ vecoveredthe
range of needed vitamins.

No. 11: Eat in-season fruits and
veggieswhenever possible.

No. 26: Useor buy aslow cooker.

No. 27: Boneup oncalcium-rich
foods.

No. 36: Eat fresh fruit instead of
sweetsfor dessert.

No. 42: Get asalad nexttimeyou
gotoafast-food place.

No. 43: Leaveat |east one bite of
each food onyour plate.

Under the “huh?, you got to be
kiddingme” (or boy, dothey livein
thecity or what?) category were:

No. 3: Have aglass of red wine
instead of a martini before dinner
and another after themeal.

| don’t even know anyone who
drinksmartinis.

No. 5: Pick the salmon over the

(: A
Open Season
ByCynthiaHaynes
chaynes@nwkansas.com
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steak at arestaurant. Check tomake
sureit’ swild, not farmed.

“Hey, Joe, isthissalmon wild?

“1 dunno, | didn’t ask for his po-
licerecord”

No. 12: Buy little ceramic
ramekins at kitchen stores or thrift
shops. They're perfect for al sorts
of things, frommeltingtwo squares
of chocolate to dissolving atea-
spoon of sugar into hot water.

Why would | want to melt atea-
spoon of sugar in hot water, any-
way?

No. 13: Fill aramekinwithkosher
or seasalt and placeit next to your
stovetofeel likeyou' reontheFood
Network.

I sthisanother trick toabsorbfood
odors, likebaking soda?Personally,
| like my home to smell like spa-
ghetti, bean soup, fried chicken or
whatever isinthe pot.

No. 32: If youlikebutter, buy one
of thegourmet varieties, likePlugra,
Buerred' Isigny or Vermont Butter
and Cheese-brand cultured butter.

My theory isif you can’t pro-
nounceit, don’'tbuy it’ causeyou'll
never know what todowithit. That
sort of fancy food is like the cro-
cheted doiliesin my cedar chest —
another thing to take up space be-

causeit’ stoo good to use. Besides,
where would you get that stuff out
here?

Inthe“Hey, | likethat one,” cat-
egory were;

No. 2: Sit down and take at | east
90minutesto haveameal withfam-
ily and friendsat | east once aweek.

No. 20: Invest in a good set of
Sharpiepens. Usethemtowritede-
tails and the date of whatever isin
thecontainer you’ reabouttofreeze.
(I dothat already, soit makessense
tome.)

No. 34: Make homemade soup
stock.

No. 45: Share the wealth. When
you feel hungry, donate a staple or
write acheck to thefood bank.

No. 46: Try fixing your favorite
vegetableinacool new way.

No. 50: Try an ethnic food that’ <
new toyou.

Andmy favoriteand onethat I’ m
definitely goingtotryis:

No. 21: Every time the clocks
change, go through your freezer.
Useor throw out what' sbeen there
sincethelast timechange.

Y ouwouldn’t believethejunkin
my freezer. Most of it is mystery
meat or maybeit’ s soup or achunk
of ...whoknows.

Wor dshavedifferent meanings

Ever noticehow somewordsjust
tendtogetinthecollectivemindand
stick, whether they oughttobethere
nor not?

Mandate comes to mind. It's a
perfectly good Englishword, mean-
ing an authoritative order, espe-
cialy awritten one.

It'snot, however, asynonym for
order or require. It hasamore spe-
cificmeaning.

If you listen to the bureaucrats,
though, it’s mandate this and man-
datethat. No one saysrequire any-
more. And “unfunded mandates’
areeverywhere.

Peoplesay mandatewhenthey're
not really surewhat it means.

Personally, 1'd like to mandate
peopleto stop using theword.

Thenthereisfund.

Time was when the use of funds
was, at best, a genteelism used in
place of the more crass money. It
might be used by abanker or apar-
ticularly erudite bum in amovie.
The word means a supply that can
be drawn upon, or asum of money
set aside for some particular pur-
pose.

Except in technical financial
circles,itwasn’tthought of asaverb.
Today, it’s the hot synonym for
money. Bureaucratstalk about “ get-
ting some funding.” Officials say,
“we'll fund that.”

It's not that it’swrong; it’s just
that it s not the way “real people”

AlongtheSappa

schaynes@nwkansﬂs.com)

By SteveHaynes

talk.

That's one of the things about a
bureaucracy. Bureaucratsset them-
selves apart from the rest of us by
talking lingo. And those who hang
around with them, like newspaper
reporters, tend to pick up theargot.

Every business has its lingo.
Newspaper people talk about tabs
andcutlinesandincheslikeordinary
people knew what they meant.
(That’ stabloid, apaper size; aphoto
caption, and column inches, a unit
of sgquaremeasure, incaseyouwon-
dered.)

But that kind of languagedoesn’t
belonginpublic.

Everyone — school officials,
teachers, publicofficials, reporters,
bureaucrats — has a duty to talk
plainlanguagewhenthey’ reoutside
the shop.

It may be good to set yoursel f
apartwith“in” talk, butit’ snot good
communication. Reporters spend
hourstrying to straighten this stuff
out, and not alwaystoosuccessfully.

There' smore— takecommunity.

Community is everywhere,
meanseverything.“ Thecommunity
this, the community that.” People
who say it just mean “people” or
“thetown.”

But | know I’m fighting alosing
battle here.

Noonewantsany of my unfunded
mandates. Surely no one will fund
my crusade, if I’'m allowed to use
that term.

And| don’t think the community
cares.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

| havefought agoodfight, |
have finished my course, |
have kept the faith: Hence
forththereislaid up for mea
crown of righteousness,
whichthelL ord, therighteous
judge, shall give me at that
day: and not to me only, but
untoall themalsothatlovehis

appearing.

Titus1:7,8
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Welcome and thanksto thesere-
centsubscribersto TheOberlinHer-
ald:

Oberlin: Rhonda May, Gene-
vieve Erickson, Joe Dejmal, Dale
Y oung, Jerry Alstrom, John Sch-
ultz, Ray L ohoefener, GayleAnder-
son, Barbara Castor, Dorothy Bell,
Mrs. Merle Shirley, Linda Smith,
Caleb and Sarah Howland, Syl-
vester J. Meitl, Harold Demmer,
Keith and Roma Grafel, Irel Lo-
hoefener, Eldon Black, Mae Guy,
Donald Neff, Willis Carman, Mrs.

LaureneVan Otterloo, Paul Corcor-
an, Joyce Pavlicek, Gary Juene-
mann, Eva Morton, Lois Eckhart,
Terry Rush, John Juenemann,
WayneLarson, Gary Alstrom,
Eunice Richards, June Fortin,
Bernard Corcoran, Dr. Gary Fred-
rickson, Ruby Wennihan, Norine
Schweitzberger, Lowell Holmberg,
Shirley Hayward, Lora Zwickle,
LeeGilliam, Penny Arnoldy, Steve
Diederich, Lester Shimek, Deb
Lohoefener, Leona Helmkamp,
Darlene Black, Goldie Raulston,

Marilyn St. Clair, Charlotte Streck:-
er-Baseler, Jackie Votapka, Ralpt
Shaw, June Saum, L ouise Pollnow
Phyllis Vavroch, Don F. Mines
Lloyd Beneda, Leroy Schmidt
Owen Wilson, Paul Sass, Ken anc
Janice Shobe, Hirschand Pratt, Jeff
Magers, Gary Orr, Gary Waldo
Loyd Moore, Mabel Bailey, Dear
Groneweg, L& C Construction
Rich Shaw, Leland Smith, Zane
Geis, Tim Stallman, Gerald Diede
rich, Jim Bricker, Paul Shields
Margaret Vacura.



