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DaleYoungsaiditwas”loveat
first sight” for him when, as a
young airman, hemet ErisWenger
of Oberlin at thebowling aleyin
McCook on Sept. 23, 1945.

A native of Emleton, Pa., he
graduated from high school in
June 1942 andenlisted thefollow-
ingmonthinthe Army Air Force.
After basictrainingandschooling,
asastaff sergeant, hewas chosen
as a flight engineer for the first
crew onaB-29.

He was held to instruct other
crews, but eventually released to
a Bomb Group and sent to the
McCook Army Air Basein 1945
to pick up planesto go to the Pa-
cific island of Saipan. The war
ended beforethey wereorganized,
he said, so he never | eft.

Whilestationedin McCook, he
said hemet Erisafter heand some
of hisbuddieswalkedintoasmall
bowling alley and agroup of girls
invitedthemtojointhemforalittle
bowling.

“That evening,” herecalled, “I
asked Erisif | could walk her
home. When | got back to base, |
was almost late to make aflight.
When they asked wherel’ d been,
| replied, ‘I just met the girl | am
goingtomarry.’”

Eriswasrooming with Maxine
Andersonandworkingat thebase.
She had lived in Decatur County
al of her life, bornandrearedinthe
Lund district southwest of Ober-
lin. Her parents were Alvin and
ArvidaWenger.

She attended Swede Home
Country School. She said that al-
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Romance still going strong

Couple celebrates almost 60 years of married lzfe together

THEYOUNGS(above) will cel ebratetheerOthweddl ngan-
niversary on Dec. 28, 2005.

though the area is known as a
Swedishcommunity, itwasorigi-
nally settled by Mennonites and
she remembers when she was
young, some would come every
yeartodecorategravesattheMen-
noniteCemetery. Her father’ ssis-
ter, LydiaWenger, married Alvin
Roggy, a Mennonite, and they
movedto lllinois, sherecalled.

She said she enjoyed her civil
servicejob at the air base, where
at first sheinterviewed peoplefor
various jobs and later worked in
the payroll department.

Mr.Y oung saidthecoupledated
every night for three months, go-

ing out to dinner, thentakingina
movieor bowling.

“ Erisdid decidethat sheneeded
to do somethingsoneevening, so
we canceled our date. However,
before the evening was over, |
called her up and said, ‘Wecan't
do this again. Being apart is too
hard.””

So three months later, on Dec.
28, 1945, they exchanged mar-
riage vows at the L und Covenant
Church. Her grandfather, theRev.
Ed Anderson, and thechurch pas-
tor, theRev. J. O. Lonnquist, offi-
ciated.

Their attendants were Maxine

ErisWenger

DaleY oung

Anderson, Fern Erikson and
Marcia Earle and her brothers,
Dwight and Duane Wenger, and
her cousin, Joe Anderson.

After hisdischarge, theY oungs
lived for atimein hishometown
in Pennsylvania, but Mrs. Y oung
got homesick, andthey decidedto
move back to Oberlin.

Mr. Y oung had done carpentry
work before the war and had
hel ped buildahousefor arelative
when hewas 14, so they decided
tostart Y oung ConstructionCo.in
1946.

“Lumber and supplies were
hard to find after thewar, so | or-
dered a block maker and my fa-
ther-in-law and | used his water
tank at the farm and built blocks
for thefirst basement housel built
in Oberlin,” he said. “During the
next 22 years, we enjoyed work-
ingtogether inthebusinessandwe
built and remodel ed many homes
inthearea, including our own.

“We always appreciated the
people of Kansas, and especially
Oberlin, knowingitwasawonder-
ful placetoliveand raiseour fam-
ily,” Mr. Young said.

After22years, Mr. Y oungsaid,
he wanted another challenge and
chosetogointothesportinggoods
wholesale/retail business, which
hecalled Dale’' sFish‘N’ Fun.

Their new businesswashandled
fromtheir garageat first, andlater
expanded to a new building on
U.S. 36.

“Eriswasatremendoushelpin
both*Momand Pop’ businesses,”
Mr.Youngsaid. “Itturned out to
be exciting and fulfilling and we
loved being around peopl e, antici-
pating a good time, seeing abig
fish caught by someone (onalure
I’dsold) andlisteningtogreat fish
stories.

“The hunters’ storieswere just
asmuchfun.”

After retiringfromthebusiness

in 1983, Mr. Young said, here-
turned to his woodworki ng shop
and has enjoyed every minute of
it. He has made furniture for his
wife, childrenandgrandchildren.

Theirfamilyincludesason, Dr.
Gary Y oung, an optometrist, and
hiswife, Nancy, of Manhattan;
and two daughters, Candace
Dejmal, and Terri Woolsey,
whose husbands, Joe and Baob,
took over Dale’s Fish ‘N’ Fun
whentheY oungsretired. Both of
their daughters are teachersin
Oberlin. The Y oungs have eight
grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren.

After retiring, they spent eight
wintersin Arizona, traveled over
the United States, Canada and
Hawaii, and always looked for-
ward to trips back to his native
Pennsylvania to seethefall foli-
age.

They have been sweethearts
throughout their marriedlife, Mrs.
Young said.

“Through our almost 60 years
of marriage,” she said, “we have
worked closely together in our
businessesandraising our family.
Weare both grateful for thislittle
corner of northwest Kansas.

“Dale tells his family in Penn-
sylvania, ‘| wouldn’t trade the
Oberlinareafor thewhol estate of
Pennsylvania.’”

To young couples, they said
their advice would be, “Talk
thingsout; work together; giveand
take; go the extramile; never be
toobigtosay, ‘| loveyou’ or afraid
tosay, ‘I'msorry.’”



