Council recaves
cost estimates
tomovewater

The Oberlin City Council re-
ceived estimatesfromitsengineers
at the meeting Thursday night
breaking downthecost of puttingin
a pipe from the new waste water
treatment plant to Sappa Park to
movewater for awetlands.

City Administrator Gary Shike
saidthespreadsheetfromMillerand
Associates was an estimate of the
cost. Hesaid hetalked with Thaniel
Monaco with Miller to seeif the
water could bemovedtothepark by
gravity or if it would need to be
pumped. There wasn't enough in-
formationto makethat decision, he
said.

Estimated cost for the pipe and
equipment to disinfect the water is
$868,200.

The council signed contracts for
a $400,000 Community Develop-
ment Block Grant for the sewer la-
goon system.

Mr. Shike said Mr. Monaco had
beennoatifiedthat theproject for well
No. 12 iseligiblefor grant money.
Thecouncil authorized Mr. Shiketo
signthepapersneededfor thegrant.

Thecouncil talkedwithcity Fore-
man Dan Castle about work at the
cemetery. He said they are still
workingonreplacingdead or dying
trees. In the fall of 2004, the city
planted five “spring snow crab”
trees.

Thisyear before Memorial Day,
he said, they plan to plant grass
around the Indian Raid monument
and on asmany bare gravesas pos-
sible. They would also liketo plant
siX new trees paralel to the Veter-
ansMemorial andfix theopeningin
the wall to make it accessible for
wheel chairs.

Mr. Castlesaidthey havecreated
a plan for improvements through
2008.

In other business, the council :

* Heard that the city is still oper-
ating under an extension of thepre-
vious power contract between the
KansasMunicipal Energy Associa-
tion and Sunflower Electric. St.
Francisisstill ironing out somear-
eas in the contract, which includes
Oberlin, St. Francis and Sharon
Springs.

* Heard that thecity crew had the
first safety training through Kansas
Municipal Utilities. Itwasatwo-day
on. The crew will continue to
havetraining oneday amonth.

* Heard the sign committee has
already met with two companies
about thesignfor The Gateway and
hasonemorethey will meet with at
5:30 p.m. Thursday.

» Talked with Police Chief Wade
L ockhart, who said the department
has served eight notices for viola-
tions of the inoperable or non-li-
censed vehicle ordinance. He said
there are more to serve, but it will
take the officers another week or
moreto get pictures of thevehicles
and send out the letters.

* Receivedaletter from Cebridge
Connections, the cable provider,
saying that there will be some ad-
justments in billing amounts. The
basic servicewill increase $2, digi-
tal tiers 51 cents, any threetiers or
other digital packages95cents, first
premium movieservice$1 and sec-
ond premium movieservice $1.

* Helda30-minuteclosed session
for attorney-client privilege with
Chief Lockhart and Mr. Hirsch.

* Appointed Randy Ostmeyer to
the Economic Development Corp.
board and Gary Walter and Rocky
Diederichtothe TreeCommission.

*Named TheBank, First Nationa
and FarmersBank and Trust ascity
depositories.

Youngmandies
after car accident

The son of an Oberlin graduate
was killed in atraffic accident just
after midnight Saturday near Colby.

Thevictim, Jordan DouglasHar-
ris, 20, played on the Colby Com-
munity College basketball team,
and the college canceled its games
Saturday after officials found out
about thewreck.

ThomasCounty Undersheriff Ja-
son R. Moses said Harriswasdriv-
ing west on a private road which
extendseast from East Ninth Street
about 12:35 a.m. when he appar-
ently lost control of his1996 Chevy
Blazer. Moses said thetruck rolled
intotheditchand Harriswasthrown
out.

Mr. Harris, along with his three
passengers, Tanner Brown, 20, and
SteveY oung, 20, both of Colby, and
Tyler Baker, 20, of Fort Collins,
Colo., wastaken to Citizens Medi-
cal Center by the Thomas County
ambulance.

Thethreepassengersweretreated
for minor injuries. Noneof thefour
waswearing aseat belt, Mr. Moses
said.

The sheriff’ sofficeand the Kan-
sasHighway Patrol werecontinuing
the investigation Monday. Capt.
Kelly McGuire, Troop D com-
mander in Hays, said patrol special-
istsmappedthesceneinaneffortto
reconstruct theincident.

Sheriff Mike Baughn said
freshly-laid sand could havebeena
factor that caused Harristolosecon-

trol.

Harris, a2003 graduate of Colby
High, played onthecollege basket-
ball team.

After news of his death, college
officials canceled both the men’s
and women’ s games that would
havebeen played at the Colby Com-
munity Building that night.

In high school, Harriswas one of
two Colby seniors making the first
team on the All-L eague basketball
teamin March 2003.

Mr. Harris was born Nov. 17,
1984, in Hugo, Colo., the son of
Douglas and Eileen (Guilfoyle)
Harris. Hisfather isa 1974 gradu-
ate of Decatur Community High
School.

Hewasamember of the Fellow-
ship of Christian Athletes.

Survivorsinclude his parents; a
sister, Angela Marie Harris, Man-
hattan; and his grandparents, Don
and Anne Guilfoyle, Colby. Shane
Harrisof Oberlinwasacousin.

Hewas preceded in death by his
grandparents, Don and Irmadene
Harris.

Memoria serviceswill beheld at
2 p.m. today at the Colby United
Methodist Churchwith Pastor Jerry
Vincent officiating.

A memoria hasbeen designated
for an athletic scholarship through
Colby High School. Contributions
may besenttoHarrison Chapel, 190
S. Franklin Ave., Colby, Kan.,
67701.
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AT THE COVER YOUR ACRES conference, Davi
sentative about John Deere equipment.
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— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Davis
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Couplegivesvan $500

Decatur County received a$500
gift for thetransportation van at the
end of theyear which officialsplan
to useto advertisetheservice.

County Clerk MarilynHorn said
the transportation van is set up to
give peoplein the county rides at
littleto no cost to them. People use
the service to get to doctor’ s ap-
pointments, thehair dresser, grocery
and other places.

Although thevan ismainly seen
in Oberlin, the serviceisavailable
throughout the county.

At theend of theyear, Keithand
Maxine Sauvage gave $500 to the
service. Mrs. Horn said becausethe
van was bought with state grant
money, one of the requirementsis
that the county hasto keep upgrad-
ingtheadvertisingthey doforit. She
saidthey will usethegifttohel pwith
theexpense.

Thisyear, the county would like
to make postersto be hungin busi-
nesses and buildings to let people
know about the service.

Mrs. Hornsaidthecounty hashad
abusfor at least the last 20 years.
Thefirstvehiclepurchasedthrough
agrant administered by the Kansas
Department of Transportation was
a1984maroonbus. InJuly 2002, the
county got anew white mini van.

Although the county gets state
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gift

THE COUNTY transportation van, driven by Eldon Hunt-
ley, received a$500 gift from a Decatur County couple.

andfederal moneytoruntheservice,
county dollars subsidize the pro-
gram.

The county normally gives
around $5,000 eachyear for thepro-
gram, thegrant isaround $15,000.

In 2004, Mrs. Horn said, thevan
wasdriven 12,000 miles, whichav-
eragesout at 1,000 milesamonth.

The van runs during business
hoursMonday through Friday, said

Mrs. Horn, but hasrun from 7 am.
to 7 p.m.whenitisneeded.

Mrs. Horn said they encourage
peoplewhorideinthevanin Ober-
linto pay $1 atrip, but it isn't re-
quired. She said the clerk’s office
sells11 ticketsfor $10.

Togetaride, peoplecancall dis-
patchat 475-8100, theclerk’ soffice
at 475-8102 or either of thedrivers,
EldonHuntley and AlvinaGamblin.

Twoplayerswill win flowers

Two peoplewith thebest poker handswill win bou-
guetsworth$50justintimefor Vaentine' sDay, thanks

to Oberlin merchants

All poker playersmust be 18 yearsor older. Pick up
arandomly drawn card at sponsoring Oberlinbusiness.
After collectingfivecards, bringtheminto TheOberlin

Herald by noon on Friday.

Thehighest two poker handswill winabouquet from
Prairie Petalsor Flowershy Lee.

Sponsors include the Dresser, Prairie Petals, Goltl

Publicinvited to school

Students from the Oberlin and
Jennings grade schools will get to
learn about the Lewis and Clark
Expedition on Tuesday, and you
can, too.

TheDecatur County Chamber of

Commerce hasinvited Neal Corey
of McCook totell about theexpedi-
tion, which took place 200 years
ago. Thelyceumstartsat 1:30 p.m.
in the gym at the Oberlin Elemen-
tary School. The publicisinvited.

NEW ON THE MARKET

MACHINERY AUCTION

Sat., Feb. 12, 2005 =« 11:00 AM

LOCATION: 11 1/2 miles south of Cambridge, Nebraska on Hwy 47 and
1/2 mile east OR 1/2 north of Hwy 89-47 junction and 1/2 mile east.

SELLERS: Manuel and Margalee Ruf

TRUCKS AND CARS
LOADER & TRACTORS

TILLAGE EQUIPMENT

Johnson Realty, Inc.

For information, call listing agent Roger Emigh, cell: 785-567-8021 or home: 308-895-2287
122 South Penn, Oberlin, KS 67749 « Roberta Johnson, Broker
LynnA. Johnson, Associate Broker/Auctioneer
Call Lynn A. Johnson for sale bill or information: 785-475-2785 - Mobile 785-475-8514
Jacqueline Votapka, Salesperson Joe D. Green, Salesperson/Auctioneer
Roger Emigh, Salesperson/Auctioneer Randy Ostmeyer, Salesperson
Jerry Lohoefener, Salesperson
Michael Wilson, Salesperson

Shirley Simpson, Salesperson

PLANTERS & DRILLS
HAY EQUIPMENT

MISC EQUIPMENT &
ANTIQUES

David Juenemann, Salesperson
Marcia Lohoefener, Salesperson

SPACIOUS 7 bedroom, 6 1/2 bath, brick ranch home with newly
renovated kitchen opening to cozy family room with fireplace.
Newer amenities include roof, furnace/air conditioner, water soft-
ener, hot water heater and windows. Thishomeis sited on a corner
lot and isideally located. Call today for more details!

Shirley Simpson, Salesperson

Johnson Realty, Inc. i

122 South Penn, Oberlin, KS 67749
Roberta Johnson, Broker ¢ Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Broker/Auctioneer
Call Lynn A. Johnson for sale bill or information: 785-475-2785 - Mobile 785-475-8514
Jacqueline Votapka, Salesperson  Joe D. Green, Salesperson/Auctioneer
Roger Emigh, Salesperson/Auctioneer Randy Ostmeyer, Salesperson
Jerry Lohoefener, Salesperson
Michael Wilson, Salesperson

David Juenemann, Salesperson
Marcia Lohoefener, Salesperson

HomePlanning Center, Flowersby L eg, Stanley Hard-
ware, Rocking R, R&M Service Center, Addleman
Drug Store, Ward Drug Store and the Washboard.

Man
asksfor
hearing

An Oberlin man asked the City
Council for ahearing for aletter he
received about seveninoperable or
junk vehicleson hisproperty.

Rob McFee, who lives on North
Beaver, told the council Thursday
that hereceived anoticefor the ve-
hicles on his property. He asked if
he got the vehiclestagged or titled,
wouldthat get rid of thenotice. Five
of the seven vehicles are operable,
he said, and two are being worked
on.

Mr. McFee said he came to the
meeting on Thursday, held in the
basement of the city library, to see
if hecould clear upthenoticeor re-
guest ahearing at the first meeting
inMarch.

City Attorney Steve Hirsch reao
the ordinance and said that if the
vehicles are junked, wrecked or
abandoned, it would help to tag
them.

Would it stop the legal process?
askedMr. McFee. That would beup
tothecouncil, said Mr. Hirsch.

Mayor Ken Shobeaskedwhy Mr.
McFee received the notice. Police
Chief Wade Lockhart said he re-
ceived a complaint on one of the
vehiclesand othersweren’ ttagged.

A truckintheback yard, said Mr.
McFeg, istagged now. He said he
justwantstoknow what heneedsto
dotoclear upthenatice. What he' 0
really liketosee, headded, isfor the
council to repeal the ordinance anc
throw it out the window.

Mayor Shobe agreed to the first
meeting on Thursday, March 3, for
ahearing.

Volunteers
il needed

Anyoneinterestedinworking on
the Decatur County Relay for Life
committeeisinvitedtoameeting at
Sarah Fredrickson’ s house on East
Frontier Parkway at 5:30 p.m. on
Wednesday.

Mrs. Fredrickson, who will co-
chair the event with Chris Demp-
ewolf, saidthey still need afew more
committeepeople. Cancer survivors
or volunteers should contact either
SueBlack or Ralph Unger.

Therelay will start a7 p.m. on
Friday, June 17, and end the next
morning.

Flu shots
avallable

Thereare 12 flu shots still avail-
able at the Decatur County Health
Department.

Health Nurse Marilyn Gamblin
saiditisn’ttoolatetoget ashot, with
flu season continuing until the enc
of March.

Theshotscost $17 and are avail-
ablenow to peopleof all ages. Both
Medicare or Medicaid will pay for
the shot.

What is AMD?

AMD Stands for Age-related
Macular Degeneration, a disease
that breaks down the macula. It
blurs the straight-ahead vision
required for activities such as
reading and driving.

What causes AMD?

The causes of AMD are still
unknown. One form of AMD (Dry)
may be caused by aging and
thinning of the macular tissues,
pigment deposits in the macula,
or a combination of the two. The
other form of AMD (Wet), results
when new blood vessels grow
beneath the retina and leak
blood and fluid. This leakage
causes retinal cells to die and
creates blind spots in central
vision.

What are the symptoms?
Early symptoms of AMD includes
blurred vision or dark spots in the
center of vision. The symptoms
can appear painlessly and
gradually, making early detection
and treatment essential.

Who is at risk?

Risk factors for AMD include:
Smoking, High Blood Pressure,
Obesity, and Family History of

FREQUENTLY AskED QUESTIONS ABOUT
AGE-RELATED M AcCULAR DEGENERATION

LIFETIME EYECARE

AMD. Also, whites and females
are more prone to AMD.

How can AMD

be detected?

Early-stage AMD can be
detected through a comprehen-
sive eye exam that includes a
visual acuity test, dilated eye
exam and tonometry. If AMD is
detected, further tests may be
required.

Can AMD be cured?
There is no cure for AMD at this
time. There are, however, certain
treatments that can slow or
minimize vision loss, and, in
some cases, even improve
vision.

How is AMD treated?
There are several treatment
options that your eye doctor may
consider, including vitamins, drug
therapy, laser surgery.

Itis estimated that between 13 and
15 million Americans have evi-
dence of AMD. If you or someone
you know is at risk for AMD, sched-
ule a comprehensive eye exami-
nation with Dr. Stamm or Dr. Gray
today.

YOUR EYE DOCTORS FOR LIFE

Dr. Robert A. Stamm and Dr. Dirk M. Gray - Optometrists
105 S. Penn « Oberlin, KS « 475-1200
www.mccookeyeclinic.com




