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City asksattor ney tonegotiatelease

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

TheOberlin City Council agreed Thurs-
day that the city attorney should begin ne-
gotiations with Pheasants Forever to lease
the lake bottom at Sappa Park.

The group proposed to lease the ground
at ameeting in January. At that time, City
Attorney SteveHirsch had somequestions.
Thursday night he said he had talked with
thegroup’ sregional director andfound out
theleasewoul d bewiththecorporation. The

rest of the questions, said Mr. Hirsch, are
more about drafting the contract.

Towardstheend of the year, thecouncil
requested cash bids for the farm ground.
They received onefrom Jim Abbey for $32
per acreand onefrom Kendal Fisher for $53
per acre.

Two weeks after the bids came in, the
council received one from Pheasants For-
everfor $25 per acre. Theleasewoul d guar-
anteeareturn of $3,500 ayear.

Thebid included farming 100 of the 140
acres. Therest of thelandwouldbeusedfor
food plotsandriparianbuffer stripsfor wild-
lifeand hunting.

At the January meeting, Ken Badsky,
with the Sunflower Chapter of Pheasants
Forever in Oberlin, said the group wanted
to keep Mr. Abbey farming the property
although the chapter would comeupwitha
crop rotation for the habitat and the soil.

Thursday night, thecouncil revisited the

discussion about the farm ground.

Councilman Jay Anderson said he
thought goi ng with Pheasants Forever was
awin-win situation for the city. Farming
afalfa, which Mr. Fisher’s bid included,
tied up theland for at least five years with
no public use.

Mr. Fisher said he would be willing to
openupthelandfor walk-in hunting but he
didn’twantanyonedrivingonit. Hesaid he
wantedtohavetherighttotell someonethey

couldn’t drive on the crop and hunt.

If theplanwith PheasantsForever doesn't
work, he said, and the city wantsto return
to farming the 140 acres, they would have
to clean up sometrees.

Mr. Fisher said he wasn't sure why the
council put the property up for cash bidsif
they didn’ twant toget moremoney fromthe
land. If 40 acresiscut out of thefarmground,

hesaid, thatwill cut downonthemoney. His
(SeeCITY onPageb5A)

SATURDAY EVENING, Robyn Rouse (above) and his partner, Marvin Matchett, who rai
Kathy Almquist playedinthe Citywide Band at the Seeds stationary bike, one of theitemson the all-day auction.
of Hope Telethon. Emcee Stan McEvoy (below) talked to

ralses
$11,000

The10thannual Seedsof Hope
Telethonraised over $11,000 Sat-
urday with the help of those who
donated items to be sold, buyers
and others who were willing to
make donations.

Inthefirsttwo hours, though, it
seemed thetel ethon would never
reachthegoal of $12,000 set dur-
ing the opening ceremonies at 1
p.m. By the afternoon, things
heated up in the auction and the
phonesreally started toring.

At 1 p.m., viewers at home
turned on their televisions to
Cable Channel 7 to see Sid
Metcalf of the Oberlin American
Legion Post presenting the flag
andKristi Smithand AnitaHirsch
singingtheNationa Anthemwith
Judy Jordan.

It was the start of the telethon
forviewers, butfor volunteersand
committeemembersthingsreally
started Friday night when the
arenaat The Gateway wasturned
into a sound stage. Committee
members Mrs. Hirsch, Miss
Smith, Peg Smith, BrendaUlery,
Jack Benton, Bill Duncan, Regina
Stanley, DennisBrownand Kim-
berly Davis met Friday night.
With the help of volunteers they
wired up microphones, speakers,
televisionsand cameras. Curtains
were hung for backdrops and
tables were loaded with auction
items.

For the interview area, a sofa,
chair, tableand lamp were set up
which were on loan from Pauls
Furniturein Selden.

Thecrew, withthehelp of hus-
bands, wivesandfriends, worked

— Herald staff photos by Cynthia Haynes and Kimberly Davis
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until closetomidnighttoget things
ready.

Saturday morning startedearly,
with volunteers tying up loose
ends and making sure everything
that waswired up was till work-
ing.

Around noon, the first shift of

the curtains, Ms. Smith and the
crew made sure the 150 donated
auctionitemswerein place.
Theall day itemswereset outon
platforms, andthetableholdingthe
firsthour’ sitemswasplaced onthe
opposite side of the curtains.

Ms. Smith said items which
brought in the most money onthe
auction included a package do-
nated by Photosby Jeanniewhich
sold for $150, a flower swag do-
nated Shirley Shieldswhichwent
for $126 and abronzehorsestatue

(See GROUPS on Page 5A)

Council agrees
tofax questions
topool architect

TheOberlin City Council agreed
to fax alist of questions from the
swimming pool commission to
Water’'s Edge Aquatics, the engi-
neering firm that did apool study.

Membersof thepool commission
met withthecouncil at aregular city
meeting Thursday night with alist
of 15 questionsthey would likean-
swerstoandtotell thecouncil where
they areinresearchonanew or reno-
vated pool.

Commission member Anna
Shaw said the group surveyed
people in the county and made a
drawing, which includes both an
indoor and outdoor pool, plusthe
possibility of added attractionslike
adideand hydrotherapy pool.

Mrs. Shaw said the commission
members have checked out grants
available and thought it would be
better to do the project in phases.
Without thehydrotherapy pool, she
said, membershaven’t been ableto
find any grantsfor the project.

BobGaskill withTheBank called
recently, said Mrs. Shaw, tosay that
someone mentioned to him that he
has a vacant building that would
possibly work for an indoor pool.
Thecommissionwenttolook at the
building last week, she said.

After looking at it, said Mrs.

Council
Roundup

At a meeting Thursday night,
the Oberlin City Council:

+ Agreed to fax Water's Edge
Aquatics a list of questions the
pool commission needs to get
answered before they can move
on with the project. Story to left.

+ Accepted the request for a
hearing atthe Thursday, March 3,
meeting by an Oberlinmantodis-
cussthe notice he received about
his inoperable or junk vehicles.
Story on Page 3A.

* Received an estimated cost
to pipe water fromthe sewer plant
to Sappa Park to use for a wet-
lands. Story on Page 3A.

*Gavethe city attorney permis-
sion to begin negotiations with
Pheasants Forever to lease the
lake bottom. Story above.

Shaw, thememberswant toknow if
it would cost more to renovate the
old building on Main Street than tc
build something new. With the lo-
cation, shesaid, all thetownwould
(See POOL on Page5A)

Farmers, speakers
pack TheGateway
for ag conference

The Gateway filled with farmers
Thursday as the second annual
Cover Your Acres conference
brought around 520 peopl etotown.

Brian Olson, area Extension
agronomist for Kansas State Uni-
versity, said he thought there were
around 450 farmers at the confer-
ence and 70 speakersand others.

Lastyear, saidMr. Olson, thecon-
ference drew around 340 people.
There were alot of positive com-
mentsafter that session, hesaid, and
word must have spread this year.
Farmersreturned and brought their
friendswith them.

Theday kicked off withregistra-
tion at 7:45 a.m., although thefirst
session wasn’'t held until an hour
later.

Every roomin The Gateway was

used for meetings. In the arena,
implement deal erslined up sprayers
and other larger machinery along
the walls. Booths for seed compa-
nies and farming businesses were
set up onthefloor.

The idea of the conference, saic
Mr. Olson, isfor farmersto get in-
formation on conservation prac-
tices. The conference deals with
management of cropsfor placesthat
get 20inchesof rainfall ayear, like
northwest Kansas.

Representativesfromtheindustry
and the university comein and talk
about how peoplecanimprovetheir
cropping practices, hesaid, anditis
also agood networking time.

Mr. Olson said speakersincluded
peoplefromtheindustry, including

(See TALKSon Page5A)

Prankster turning
hydrantsonat nignt;
city wantsit tostop

Someoneusingahydrantwrench
kept city employees on their toes
late into the night Thursday and
early Friday when they turned on
about 10firehydrantsin Oberlinand
let them run.

City Foreman Dan Castle said
around 11 p.m., OfficeScott Zeigler
checkedareport of ahydrant at Bea-
ver and Oak, wherewater waswel |-
ing up around atree by a hydrant.
About 30 minutes|ater, Mr. Castle
and Willard Perrin started getting
calsat home.

Mr. Castle said they both drove
aroundfor acouplehours, checking
all thehydrantsandfindingtheones
that were on. Whoever turned the
hyrants on | eft the capsin place, so
the water just leaked out into the
ground.

The men found that 10 hydrants

had been turned about two turns.
They weren't onfull, hesaid, but it
was enough for the hydrantsto fill
up with water and to saturate the
ground around them.

If afire hydrant isfull, said Mr.
Castle, andit getsreally cold, there
isthe risk of the water freezing,
breaking the cast-iron hydrant.

Someof thehydrantsdon’t drain
downverywell, hesaid, sothey will
haveto beblown dry with air.

Mr. Castlesaid becauseof thein-
cident, they are having to check all
of the hydrants.

When someonedoesthis, hesaid,
there is the danger of the grounc
getting saturated enough that water
will run into people’ s basements.
Thewater iswasted and it might be
hardtofight afire.

(SeeWATER on Page5A)



* Talks
cover
farming

(Continued from Page 1A)
implement dealers. Therewereal so
speakers from K-State and the
Northwest Kansas Crop Residue
Alliance, whotalked about thefield
day results from a day in August
spent at the Grafel farm.

Itseems, hesaid, that thefirst part
of February isagoodtimetoholda
farm conference and the extension
service plans on doing one again
next year.

By holding the conferenceinthe
winter, said Mr. Olson, farmerscan
implement someof thepracticesthis
spring. The university also holdsa
fieldday, hesaid, whichshowswhat
isgoingoninthearea.

Breakfast andlunchwereserved.
The farmers, he said, were able to
comeandgoasthey pleased. Some,
he said, could only stay until noon
because they needed to go check
COWS.

Mr. Olson said they decided to
have the conferencein Oberlin be-
cause TheGateway istheonly place
innorthwest Kansaswherethey can
hold something likethis. Out of the
five counties he covers, said Mr.
Olson, thisistheonly facility forthis
many people and a conference of
thiskind.

Alliance
hashew
leader

Kurt Vollertsen, owner of Ward
Drug, agreedtobethechairmanthis
year for the Oberlin Business Alli-
anceafter no one el se stepped upto
thejobat ameeting last Wednesday.

Chamber of CommerceManager
GlenvaNichols, whotakesminutes
for the alliance, said they needed a
chairman and quarterly chairs so
that eventsfor thefirst quarter could
be set up. She said they liketo in-
clude the events on the table bro-
chures put out by the Chamber..

Thegroup agreed to haveaplan-
ning meeting at Stanley Hardware
on Monday evening.

Volunteers to work on the quar-
tersincluded Joe Stanley, owner of
Stanley Hardware for the first,
Rusty Addleman, owner of
Addleman Drug Store for the sec-
ond, Connie Grafel, marketing di-
rector for the Economic Devel op-
ment Corp. for the third, and Gary
Anderson, owner of the LandMark
Inn, for the fourth.

Mrs. Nichols said they may be
abletotalk with Gary Walter at the
Bank about working ontheHoliday
Paradeof Lightsagainthisyear. Ms.
Grafel saidshenoticedthat McCook
changed their parade to the same
night asOberlin’s, whichmay have
hurt attendance.

The group talked briefly about
paying for the Fourth of July fire-
works. Mr. Addleman said he still
hasn’ treceivedabill and hehastried
to call the business. The alliance
hasn’t been billed for the last few
years, hesaid.

*Water
being
wasted

(Continued from Page 1A)

Something like this has never
happenedbefore, hesaid. Normally,
if someoneturnson ahydrant they
turnit on all theway and run.

“Thiswas pretty malicious,” the
foreman said.

Whoever didit must havehadthe
right kind of wrench, too, he said,
becausethereweren’tany markson
the hydrants.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said that fooling with the hyrants
couldcreateamajor problem. Itisn’t
justawasteof water, but canbeareal
public safety issue.

Mr. Castle said in just the one
evening, 46,000 extra gallons of
water was wasted.

On Sunday Mr. Castled received
acall around noon that the hydrant
by the county shop had been turned
on. Thistime there was only one
hydrant on, he said, and instead of
beingopenalittlethisonewasonall
theway andranout of water. Hesaid
hewasn'’t surehow longit had been
onfor, but probably about 10 hours.

If anyone hasany information or
saw anything, he said, they should
call the city police department at
475-3392.

SATURAY AFERNON, committee member Bill Duncan (above) took histurn on
Camera A at the Seeds of Hope Telethon. AnitaHirsch (below) signaled the emcee that he
had two minutes|eft in asegment.

money

(Continued from Page 1A)
donated by Rocking R, whichwent
for $100.

Most of theitemsweredonated by
businesses in the area, although
there were some from athletic
teams, including the Colorado
Rockies, St. LouisCardinals, Kan-
sasCity Royals, KansasCity Chiefs,
Miami Dol phinsand K ansas Speed-
way.

Ms. Smith said shereally appre-
ciated everyonewho donated items
and thosewho bid.

Throughout theday, camerasop-
erated by volunteers, focusedinon
auctionitemsand emceeswhogave
updates.

Besides the on-air auction, the
telethon featured entertainment
fromareapeople. Thereweregym-
nasts flipping around, bands who
praised Godinsong, kidswho gave
speeches, piano players and those
who rang bells.

“Thetalent portionof thetelethon
went quite smoothly,” said Mrs.
Hirsch. “There were alot of fun
groups, like the Citywide Band,
whichwasfantastic. What aninspi-
rationto dust off thoseinstruments.
Great job, Mr. Russell.”

Since this was the 10th anniver-
sary of thetelethon, the committee
decided to run video segments of
past shows. Mrs. Hirsch said the
most memorablepart of theday was
to see the faces of today’s talent
whenthey saw themselves10years
ago performing at the show.

“It makesmewant to stay around

— Herald staff photos by Cynthia Haynes

andwatchthesekidstoday grow up
on thetelethon,” said Mrs. Hirsch.
“1t makes me feel honored to be a
part of thewhole blessed process.”

At the concession stand, Mr.
Brownserved platesfull of hamand
cheese sandwiches, sloppy joes,
bowlsof soupand chili, and slabsof
pieand cake. After thedinner hour,
things started to run out.

The money raised for food was
giventothetelethon, and cakesand
piesleft over were auctioned off at
theend of thenight.

Mr. Duncan said the whole day
had gone well. This was probably
one of the smoothest telethons yet,
hesaid. Therewereplenty of volun-
teerswho camein and were ableto
assist wherever they were needed.

Thetelevisoncrew didfairly well

thisyear, saidMr. Duncan, although
they needed two or three more
people. Most of the teenagers used
inthe past weren't ableto makeit.

All of the volunteers, including
those who donated items, donated
money or called and bought anitem,
did agreat job to help raise over
$11,000 for community causes.

“I congratul ate the people of
Decatur County for pulling to-
gether,” said Mr. Duncan.

For thefirsttimethisyear, hesaid,
the committee is selling copies of
thetelethon. TheDV Dscost $10for
aset or $5 for one. Thefirst DVD
coversthetelethonfrom1to6p.m.
and the second from 6 to 10 p.m.
AnyoneinterestedinbuyingaDV D
should call Mr. Duncan at 475-
3259.

FINALLY, THE WORDS YOU'VE BEEN WAITING FOR!

e No equipment to buy
e Parental controls

* Free basic and expanded on

additional TV’s

YOU’LL LOVE THIS CONNECTION!

e 24/17 technical support

e No phone line needed

e Up to 20X faster than
dial-up

PRICES GUARANTEED WITH A 12-MONTH COMMITMENT

Installation only $9.95!

for a 12-month

been inactive for a minimum of 1

866.269.2052...........

©Cebridge Connections 2005. Cebridge and Cebr\d e High-Speed Cable Internet are among th
commitment with a reoccuring Tonth y credit card payment. Services may not bo available in al areas.

Roses are red, violets are blue, satellite dish rates are going up AGAIN-UP T0 7.5%**

4

N 4

- @ Cebridge

TV & Internet Value Plan
Adds High-Speed Internet

599"

includes modem rental

Expanded Value Plan
Get Basic & Expanded Cable

$34°

per month

plus taxes & fees

*

per month

plus taxes & fees

PCBC0250

connections

of Cebridge C

ebridge Connections service for a minimum of 1

For only
Fcos and avaiable s Seeds ma vary by market. Installation fees may apply for complex
installation and more than one outlet. Taxes, other fees and restrictions may apply, with the actual amount depending on \ocatlon and service ordered T>c,>

days, or customer must not have received do days, and customer must have no outstanding obligation to Cebridge Connections.
A cable modem, network card or cable set top box may be required at installation. Offer subject to change. **Satellite rate |ncrease information from dishnetwork.com January 2005.

nly and offer expires 02-28-05. *This offer is
be considered a new customer, customers account must have
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* Pool group
wantsanswers
tol15questions

(Continued from Page 1A)
have is an indoor pool and hydro-
therapy pool, but therewouldn’t be
spacefor an outdoor pool.

If thecity kept an outdoor pool at
the City Park, she said, they would
need two pump houses and two
crews.

Mrs. Shaw said the commission
would likethe council to hire Wat-
er's Edge to answer the 15 ques-
tions, which includethe possibility
of renovatingthebank buildingand
whether the sketch they have will
work.

“We are up against awall,” she
said, adding that without knowing
what mightwork, itishardtoask for
giftsfrom people.

The commission has around
$8,000 in the pool fund, said Mrs.
Shaw, which will probably haveto

be used for matching grants.

What would it cost to have Wat-
er's Edge answer the questions?
asked Mayor Ken Shobe. Good
question, said Mrs. Shaw. Thecoun-
cil would haveto ask the company.

Mr. McEvoy said another ques-
tion should be added on whether
there is enough room in the City
Park for thecommission’ splanor if
it would takethe entire park.

He said he thought it would be
hard to hire Water’ s Edge without
knowing what it would cost.

They might answer thequestions
for the $3,800 the city paid for the
pool study, said Dori Pauls, whois
on the pool commission.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said hecouldfax thelisttothecom:-
pany and see if they will answer
them. The council agreed.

* City asksattor ney
todart negotiating
leasefor farmland

(Continued from Page 1A)
proposal, heemphasi zed, i sthemost
money for thecity.

Hecomplainedthat hewasnever
told thecouncil wasopeningthebid
time back up.

He said he read about the Pheas-
ants Forever bid in The Oberlin
Herald.

Councilman Stan McEvoy said
they didn’t know that Pheasants
Forever was even interested in the
property until the January meeting.
Hesaidhewasn't sureif thecity has
agood planfor thelakebottom yet,
but he thought the majority of the
council wantsto seeit used for rec-
reation.

Mayor K en Shobe said the coun-

cil wasn't necessarily looking for
more money.

Mr. McEvoy said he thought it
started out that way.

The ultimate goal, said Council-
man Joe Stanley, istohavealakeor
somekind of recreationinthat area.
A recreationideacamefrom Pheas-
antsForever andthecouncil kind of
jumped onit.

There is another option. If the
council decidestogowith Pheasants
Forever, someonewill needtofarm
it, said Mr. McEvoy. That could be
Mr. Fisher, but that decisionisupto
the organization.

The council agreed to have Mr.
Hirsch begin negotiations with
Pheasants Forever.

Womeninvited tosupper

The Decatur County Health De-
partment plans a soup supper with
an educational program on breast
and cervical cancer at 6 p.m. next
Thursday, Feb. 17, at TheGateway .

Health Nurse Marilyn Gamblin
saidthesupper andinformationwill
be sponsored by the health depart-
ment and Early Detection Works, a
groupthat offersfreemammograms
for women over 50 and pap smears

WEDNESDAY
FEB. 23, 2005
@ 9:30 AM, CST

for women over 40.

They would like women of all
ages to attend the supper to learn
who is at risk, what precautions to
take and what to do if a person
doesn’t have the money or the
meansto pay for tests.

If planning to attend call the
health department at 475-8118 by
Friday, or at the latest Monday, if
you'dliketo come.

SELLERS: GANO FARMS PARTNERSHIP
AUCTION LOCATION. The auction will be conducted at the

Gano Farms headquarters.

From the US 24/283 junction in Hill

City, go 10 miles South to County Rd G. 3 miles West to County Rd

230 Ave, 1",

miles South to the farmsite.

SIGNS WILL BE POSTED!

TRACTORS & SKID STEER:

*'75 JD 4430

sNew Holland L-778 Skid Steer

COMBINES: Serviced &

winterized by Tri-County Impl.

«’'96 JD 9600 w/96 JD 930
platform — ALWAYS SHEDDED

«’'90 JD 9500 w95 JD 925
platform — ALWAYS SHEDDED

PLATFORMS;

*’96 JD 843 8-row Corn Head

#'95 Klass 8-row Corn Head

¢2) 853A Row Heads

TRUCKS:

*’'75 C65 Chevy TS

*'73 C65 Chevy Tag Axle Truck

*'57 6400 Chevy w/B&H

*’80 Dodge 4x4 Power Ram LE,

Yamaha 4-wheeler, 2WD

TRAILERS:

*'85 Hillsboro 8'x24’ GN tandem

*PK Header Trailer, 6T capacity

eMeade Header Trailer

FERTILIZER EQUIPMENT:¢2)

1000 gal nurse trailerse 1000 gal

nurse tankeSkiles 6000 gal

tankeAce Sprayer «500 gal nurse

tank

GRAIN CART:

«'98 Orthman 1096

FARM EQUIPMENT:

Sunflower 1440-35 Disc

sSunflower 3060-42 Fallowking

*3) JD 9400 Hoe DrillseJD 1750

MaxEmerge Conservation 8-

row Planter

FARM EQUIPMENT CONT: i
«Richardson 35’, 7 section Blade

Plow eCrippen 400 bu Seed
Cleaner ePalmer 600 gal fuel
wagoneBushhog 705 14’ rotary §j
mowere3pt Bale Forke3pt
Cultivator eKent Cultivator
w/harrowse8” 3pt Box Scraper
oJD Model 200 32 Bale ||
ElevatoreFK 5x5 Blade Plow
«Groundhog 14’ Speedmover §
eKan-Am 14’ BladeeMalsam 2-
way TerracereBuffalo 8-row Stalk
Chopper eBessler 20’ pull-type
Subsoiler eStraw spreader for
9500 combineeHyd drill fill auger
oGrain spreadere2) 22' RO }
tarpseDrill fill augereNEW planter |
& combine partseHyd post hole
diggere4-section drag harrow
oOrthman tractor front
attachment and MORE--

SHOP_ & MISC EQUIPMENT
TJOO NUMEROUS TO LIST!!

GUEST CONSIGNOR -
RUDER FARMS

«'02 JD 1590 No-Till Driile3) '97
JD 9400 Hoe DrillseDegelman
14’ manual angle & 12' hyd
angle DozerseATV 110 35
sprayer eAL Hay Fluffere12,000
& 2,000 fuel tankse3 pt shop-
built ripper caddy

3pt

CALL FOR A BROCHURE OR VISIT www.farmandranchrealty.com

ARM & RANCH REALTY, INC.

g
A

1420 W. 4™. o« COLBY, KS 67701
785-462-3904 or 1-800-247-7863

DONALD L. HAZLETT, Broker/Auctioneer

LISTING AGENT: SCOTTY LEGERE

BEL AIR REALTY 785-650-9970
“When You List With Farm & Ranch, It's As Good As Sold”

%



