County
approves
chemicals

Director getshids
foryearly supplies
acogtof $13,000

The County commissioners ap-
proved buying alittleover $13,000
worth of chemicalsfor the noxious
weed department at their meeting
last Tuesday.

Noxious Weed Control Director
Gaylen Huntley said he had asked
for chemical bids. Mr. Huntley re-
ceived bids from four companies
includingHelena, Timberland, Van
Diest and V egetation Management
Specialists

There was one for the chemical
Plateau at $266 a gallon which is
used to spray stickers. He said the
county had to purchase aminimum
of 15gallonsof thechemical, which
would cost around $4,000. He said
he only wanted two gallons, how-
ever.

County Clerk Marilyn Horn
askedif they couldbuy it el sewhere.
Mr. Huntley said he was going to
check with other countiesand seeif
they are going to buy the chemical.
With the sticker chemical, said Mr.
Huntley, the bill would be around
$17,000.

Chemicals purchased were 2, 4-
DLV No.4for$11.47agallon, 2,4-
DLV No.6for$15.74, Tordon 22K
for $83.37, Todron 22K for $81.86
and 2, 4-D Amine for $8.84 from
VanDiest, Vanquishfor $63.95and
Diuron for $2.95 from Timberland
and 90 percent surfactantfor $10.70
fromV egetation M anagement Spe-
cialists. Thosewerethelowest bids,
whichthecommissionersapproved.

Mr. Huntley saidthestatesent out
a contract for weed-free forage. If
they are going to use bales on our
roads in the county, they want to
make sure that the baled stuff is
weed free. Before, hesaid, thestate
wanted to take care of it and now
they are sending contracts for the
county to do the leg work although
the state would still get the money.
Mr. Huntley said if the county
doesn’t sign the contract, the state
will still haveto do thework.

Commissioner Ralph Unger sug-
gested that the county should send
aletter to the state that they would
prefer thestatekeep doingthework.

The commissioners signed the
annual budget for the weed depart-
ment, which hasto be sent into the
state.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

*Heardthat Mr. Huntley received
approval fromthestatetobeaweed
director for 2004 in December.

* Heard that there has been some
decreasein the county’ sacreage of
noxiousweeds dueto drought.

Decals
avallable
for vets

The Decatur County treasurer’s
office is selling decals for people
with veteran’ slicense platesfor $2
each.

The decals may be put on cars,
trucks or motorcyclesup to agross
weight of 20,000 pounds.

Anyonewith aveteran’ stag and
a DD-214 military discharge may
purchase up to three decals There
aredecal sfor eachbranch of theser-
vice, including Air Force, Army,
Coast Guard, Marine Corps, Mer-
chant Marinesand Navy.

Decalsarealsoavailablefor those
who have received the Bronze Star
or Silver Star. Proof of theawardis
required.
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FOURTH G RA DER Kade Brown gets to travel to the Thecontest wasavailableonly to studentswho goto schools
nation’ scapital after hisessay about votingwonacontest spon-  in Decatur counties, named for Commodore Stephen Decatur.
sored by the Stephen Decatur House M useuminWashington.

Fourth grader headingto\Washington

An Oberlin Elementary fourth
grader will beheaded tothenation’s
capital over Presidents’ Day week-
end after taking theinitiative to en-
ter into an essay contest sponsored
by the Stephen Decatur House Mu-
seumin Washington.

Christie Morris, who teaches at
the grade school, said Principal
DuaneDorshorst wassent informa-
tionabout thecontest for studentsin
schoolsin Decatur Counties. Kade
Brown decided on his own to enter

the competition and won.

He now has the opportunity to
takethewinningessay toWashing-
tonD.C.

His essay, “The Significance of
Voting,” was one of three national
winnersinhisagecategory, winning
around-trip airfare and accommo-
dationsfor himandachaperonethis
weekend. He will be accompanied
by hisparents, hisbrother Kelly, and
hisgrandmother, Patty Brown.

Kade is the son of Kevin and

— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Davis

Carol Brownof Oberlin,andgrand-
son of LeRoy and Katharine
Sullivan, Cambridge, Neb., and
Patty Brown, Oberlin, and the late
JoeBrown.

The contest wasopen to students
in grades 4-12 in all schoolsin
Decatur counties across America.
Thehistoric Decatur Housefor 186
yearswashomeand social venuefor
elected officials from across the
country. Itwasthehomeof Commo-
dore Stephen Decatur, an early

American naval hero.

Thethemewasthesignificanceof
theright to vote.

Kade' sessay will beadded to an
exhibition on display in the Mu-
seum’s exhibition gallery, “First
Neighbors: Decatur House Resi-
dents and the Presidents,” and will
beonview through April 5.

Thetripwill includeatour of the
Capitol. His entry will be featured
inthe museum’ snewsletter.

Boy'sessay discussestheimportanceof voting

TheSignificanceof Voting
By KADE BROWN

Voting, think aboutit... Votingis
an act wherecitizensdecidewhois
going to be in office. Citizens can
a sousevotingtohelp makeimpor-
tantdecisions. Thisactisarightand
aprivilege. In front of the Decatur
County courthouse, thereisalong
flight of stairs. My great-
grandmother’ s picture was in the
newspaper because, when she was
90 years old, she walked with a
brace on oneleg up that long flight
of stairsto takethetimeto vote. If
she could vote, everyone should
takethetimetomaketheeffort. Itis
importanttovotesothat wecankeep
the rights that we have now. My
grandfather foughtinWorldWar 1
tokeepour country free, soaway to
honor all veteransisto vote. We
have rights such as freedom of
speechand freedom of religionthat
should not betakenfor granted. We
live in ademocratic country. The
right to vote isasignificant part of
the democratic process for several
reasons.

Onereasonwhy voting isimpor-
tant isthe opportunity isavailable.
Every adult hasachancetotakepart
in elections. In Americatoday, all
United States citizens over the age
of 18 may vote. In1971, the Twenty-
sixth Amendment madeit possible
for all 18-year-oldsto votein state
andnational elections. Theoriginal
constitution only allowed white
men who owned land to vote. The
Fifteenth Amendment, added in
1868, says “ Theright of citizensof
theUnited Statestovoteshall not be
denied or abridged by the United
States by any State on account of
race, color, or previouscondition of
servitude:”

In 1920, the Nineteenth Amend-
ment allowed women to vote.
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IMMEDIATE POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Northwest Kansas 8000 sow hog
production facility has immediate openings
in all areas of production. Applicants must
willing to work in a
rewarding, team-oriented environment, and
have a strong desire to facilitate excellence
in all areas. Our facilities are located in a
rural community that offers many
opportunities for family and quality living.
We offer competitive wages and an enhanced
benefit package. Applications are available
by calling 785-854-7460 (ext. 5), or by

e-mailing Connie@scaupp.com. SMS is an EOE

Americanshavefought hardfor the
righttovote. Itwould makenosense
not totry to dowhat we canto keep
that right,

Another reason why voting is
meaningful isthat when you vote,
you canfreely choosewhoyouwant
to bein office. In some countries,
yougettovote, but youdonot getto
choosethecandidates. Thegovern-
ment choosesthecandidates. When
countriesdoit that way, sometimes
amoreundesirableleaderisputinto
office. Inthe United States, we are
ableto elect a president as well as
other officials. In other countries,
when people go to vote, they fear
that something might happen to
them at thepolls. Wearelucky; we
have safer vating polls. It' saprivi-
legetoliveinthe United Statesand
havethe freedomswe do.

A third reason thevoting process
iscritical isthat it doesnotjust el ect
leaders; it also helps create laws,
legislation, and policies. Voting
hel pstodecidemany things. If there
isaproblem or adecision to make,
wesolveissuesby voting. It can, for
exampl e, determinewhether atown
istobuildanew school, community
building, or swimming pool. Inthis
country, weal so haveabsenteevot-
ing. Absenteevoting isan opportu-
nity for anyone who has other re-
sponsibilities on Election Day to
vote. They can vote prior to the ac-
tual election date. For example, if a
soldierisat war and cannot behome
tovote, hecanvoteby absenteebal -
lot. If afarmerisbusy workinginthe
field, he too can vote by absentee

ballot.

The voting systemis part of our
democracy. Democracy isagovern-
ment that isrun by the people, who
ruleeither directly orindirectly. We
began as a democratic society and
we need to stay a democratic soci-
ety . Becausethepeoplehaveasay,
democracy isagood way to run a
country.

IntheUnited States, wehavetwo
main political parties, the Demo-
cratic Party and the Republican
Party. They take different stances
with different issues facing Amer-
ica. But Democrats and Republi-
cans share some of the same con-
cernsfor our country. They include
freedom of speech, good education
for all, healthy environment, and
equality.

When you register to vote, you
canregister asaDemocrat, Repub-
lican, or an Independent. Indepen-
dents cannot vote in the primary
elections. Inan election, it doesnot
matter which party you belong to;
youcanvotefor whatever candidate
youwish. Itisimportant tobeagood
citizen. Voting is one way to be a
goodcitizen. Whenvoting, itiswise
to know the candidates and what
they standfor. Oneway of choosing
istowatchaPresidential Debate. In
a debate, the two main candidates
discuss what they would do for the
country. Debatesareheld onpublic
television. To find more about the
presidential candidates, you could
also read newspapers.

People have fought in wars and
lost their lives to keep our country

Is Your Money - Take it Back!

It's FREE! Search & claim CASH turned
over to the Kansas State Treasurer’s office!

Bank Accounts ¢ Deposits ¢ Stocks ¢ Jewelry

www.kansascash.com
1-800-432-0386

“Fach year $12 to $15 million
worth of new unclaimed money
& property is added to our
database. Find out if any
belongs to you or your friends
and family! Contact my office
today at no cost to you -
regardless of the claim

amount!”

Lynn Jenkins, CPA
Kansas State Treasurer

free. In January, 2005, the Iraqi
peoplewill haveachancetovotefor
thefirsttime. Withthewar goingon
inlrag, thepeoplewhovotemust be
brave. They will nottakefor granted
that right and freedom. Wemust not
either.

Votingissignificantinour lives.
We must exercise our right to vote
sowedonotlosethat privilege. Itis
our responsibility tovotesowemay
continueto livein ademocratic so-
ciety. Our country wastobe" For the
peopleandby thepeople.” Eachciti-
zenisimportanttoour country; each
votecounts.

Apology
will be
mailed

The sheriff talked with the
Decatur County commissioners
about sending aletter of apology tc
ayoung manwhowasquestioned at
the Jennings School recently about
anincident inthe Dresden area.

Sheriff KenBadsky saidacouple
of youthsthrew somefirecrackersat
pigsnorthof Dresdenandthenwent
into town and shot bottlerockets at
some chickensintrees.

Witnessesgot atag number onthe
vehicle, and Undersheriff Michael
French went to the school in
Jennings to talk with a teen-ager
who sourcessaid might beinvol ved
or know about what happened.

The young man was called into
the officeand questioned.

The sheriff said the teen’ sfather
cametotheofficeandtalkedtohim.
He was upset that the student was
guestionedintheschool andwanteo
apublic apology aswell as awrit-
ten apology.

Sheriff Badsky said hewantedtc
talk with the commissioners about
it so they knew what was going on.
Hesaidhewould probably doawrit-
ten apology.

Commissioner Patricia Glenn
saidthat shereceivedacall fromthe
father, too. He said the teen wasn't
involved intheincident.

Sheriff Badsky said they have
found out who disturbed the ani-
mals.

Although officersare allowed to
contact kids at school, Sheriff
Badsky said from now on they will
ask their parentstoeither bringthem
in or the officers can pick them up
and bring themto the office.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

* Heard that last fall, Undersher-
iff French stopped someone and
they tried to shut their car door on
him. He now needs shoulder sur-
gery. Sheriff Badsky saidhethought
the undersheriff would be out for
around 30 days.

*Heardthat therewere29vehicle
inspectionsinJanuary, fiveone-ve-
hicle accident reports, four offense
reports, 39 papers served and four
ticketswritten.

Offices
tobeclosad

Banksand financia institutions,
aswell ascounty andfederal offices,
will beclosed onMonday for Presi-
dents Day.

M ost businesseswill beopen, in-
cluding TheOberlinHerald, aswill
city and state offices.

Therewill beno mail service, so
news and advertising copy may be
left at the newspaper office.

HIGHLY MOTIVATED SELLERS

MOVE-IN CONDITION! Late Victorian 2-story home w/wrap-around
porch showcases original woodwork, high ceiling, stained glass window,
old-fashioned parlor and formal dining room. Updatesincludelg. secluded
master suite w/new bath and spaciouswalk-in closet; floor coverings; cen-
tral heat/air and double garage.
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WOULD CONSIDER OFFERSI This perfectly proportloned Bungalow
mirrors 2 bedrooms up, 2 bedrooms down, on 2 fully finished levels. Re-
cently remodeled and newly painted, the home boasts 2 bathrooms, lower-
level family room, double garage and fenced backyard. Call today!
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PRICE REDUCED! Spacious but cozy' This 3 bedroom, tastefully deco-
rated home features new carpet, paint and furnace. The partialy flnlshed
basement includes family room, bath and storage rooms.
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