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Digrict waltsfor school money decigon

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Thoughit’ sunder thegunfrom the state
Supreme Court, the Kansas L egislature
hasn’t decided what to do about school fi-
nance, leaving school districtswithnoway
to plan next year’ sbudgets.

Oberlin SuperintendentKelly Glodt said
for now, he’s not counting on any more
money fromthestate, and he’ sbeenassured
that small districts probably won't lose
much. Hesaidthedistrictisplanning based
on theideathat it'll have about the same
budget asthisyear.

Every superintendent gets a plethora of
information about school finance, he said,
from awide variety of sources. The prob-
lemisknowing what to believe.

Mr. Glodt said he thought the Supreme
Court decision that education funding was
inadequatewasagoodthing. Now theL eg-
islatureissupposedtodecidewhat todo by
April 12.

He said the state Department of Educa-
tion surveyed 55 school districts— Ober-
linwasn’toneof them—togetinformation
about what they needto givekidsan educa-

tion. There is a battle between large and
small districts over who should get more
money, said Mr. Glodt.

Oneof theinformation sheetsMr. Glodt
received from the School Finance Task
Force, which is made up for school repre-
sentatives from Western Kansas, showed
what districtswouldgainor loseunder their
plan. Theplan showedthat the Oberlindis-
trict would lose $195,114, he said, while
Hays, which isbigger, would gain $2 mil-
lion.

Mr. Glodt said if the district lost

Talkscontinue
on county’splan
for assagedliving

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

The county’s health committee
continued conversations about
buildinganassistedlivingfacility or
remodeling one of thetwo existing
nursing homeslast Tuesday.

Members also talked about call-
ingthehome, now termed* centers,”
something new so that they are
pegged as offering only long-term
care.

Margee Wilson, with Cedar Liv-
ing Center, said sheishearingalot
of advertising for homes now. She
said sheisn’'t sureif sheislistening
for them more or if there are alot
more vacancies.

Commissioner RalphUnger said
hereceived acall fromaman about
money to build an assisted living
facility. He said he would ask him
to cometalk to the committee.

Hospital Administrator Lynn
Doeden said she didn’t think it
would help unlessthey are starting
from square one.

She wondered if someone from
the state could come in and tell the
committee whether itispossibleto
create an assisted living facility
from something the county already
has.

County
Roundup

Attheirmeetinglast Tuesday,
the Decatur County commission-
ers:

+ Continued a discussion with
the health committee about
building an assisted living facil-
ity or remodeling an existing
nursing home toinclude assisted
living. They also talked about
calling the homes something
new so they aren’t pegged as
offering just long-term care.
Story to left.

* Approved purchasing a little
over $13,000 worth of chemicals
for the noxious weed depart-
ment. Story on Page 3A.

+ Talked with the sheriff, who
said he would be sending a let-
ter of apology to a young man
who was questioned at the
school in Jennings. Story on
Page 3A.

If an assisted living was put into
(See GROUP on Page 8A)

Consarvationist
leaving job here
for post in Seneca

A reception will be held from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. Thursday for Lee
Copeland, who after five years as
Decatur County district conserva-
tionist,ismovingto Senecato serve
inthe same position.

Mr. Copeland said he needs to
report to Senecaby Monday, March
7. Thepromotionwill givehim sev-
eral more employees, more money
and alarger work load.

Hesaidhestartedinconservation
inthe Goodland officeand then ap-
pliedfor thejob here.

Thisis a bittersweet move, he
said. Normally, he said, when you
decidetoleaveaplaceitisbecause
youaretiredof it. Thatisn’tthecase
with the Copeland family. The
movewill take them closer to fam-
ily in Abilene and Herington and

(SeeEVENT on Page8A)

Ashesfor Lent

5 :
ATIMMACULATECONCEPTION CatholicChurch
in Leovillelast week, Father George Kochuvelikkakam
put ashesonMelissaDreher’ sforehead for AshWednes-
day. The observance opened the season of Lent, when

Christians preparefor Easter.
— Herald staff photo by Cynthia Haynes

$195,114, that would be equivalent tofive
teaching jobs.

Thechart showed that districtsin Stock-
ton, St. Francis, Colby, Goodland, Osborne,
Russell and Hays would all gain money
while the rest of the districts would lose
money.

Mr. Glodt said, though, that hecalled the
“money men” at the Department of Educa-
tionwhoareinchargeof financing, andthey
said not toworry. They said they think that
thelegislatorsunderstand what isgoing on
with school sand sothat districtswon’tlose

much.

On the other hand, he said, there areru-
morsthat legislatorswill takeaway thelow
enrollment weighting, which pays small
schools more per student based on higher
costs.

Mr. Glodt said he got information from
the Senate Friday showing a proposed in-
creasein stateaid of $125 per pupil for this
year and the next two years. The per pupil
base has been $3,363 for four years.

The superintendent said the increase

(See SCHOOL on Page8A)

charmed
by music

DURINGTHEDINNER
THEATER sponsored by
the Oberlin Arts and Hu-
manities Commission on
Saturday at The Gateway,
Patty Brown (above left)
andAliceShirley waitedto
be served prime rib. After
dinner, David Burgess
(right) fromNew Y ork per-
formed over adozen of gui-
tar pieces from Brazil in

Morgan Theater.
— Herald staff photos
by Kimberly Davis

L aw enfor cement
bucklesdown on
satbdt lawsfor kids

Policeofficersacrossthecountry
aretakingtimethisweek totalk with
parentsand kidsabout buckling up.

2nd Lt. Doug Griffiths said al-
thoughthey aren’ tdoinganythingin
Decatur County thisyear for Na-
tional Child Safety Awareness
Week, itisimportant for parentsand
kidsto know about safety and what
they can do.

Thisis anational program, he
said, inwhichlaw enforcement and
public health agencies across the
nation all take part. The groupsfo-
custheir attentiontoward educating
people about child restraints, in-
cluding proper placement of car
seatsand how to restrain them.

Theproject hasbeengoingonfor
six years, he said. Since he super-
visestroopersin nine counties, and
theweek isonly five dayslong, he
said they can’t make it to every
county every year. For thelast two

years, said Lt. Griffiths, there have
been safety checks at the grade
school inOberlin. Theofficershave
been able to have one-on-one con-
tact with parents and kids about re-
straints.

This year, he said, there just
wasn’t enoughtimetomakeit here.
Theofficerswill bevisiting Rooks,
Sheridan, Osborne, Phillips and
Graham countiesthisweek.

A child hasno way of protecting
himself, the trooper said. If adults
don'ttakecareof kidswiththenec-
essary equipment, it defeatsthepur-
pose of educating the kids. Hope-
fully, hesaid, both parentsand kids
will learn something thisweek and
parents will be able to teach their
kids through example by buckling
up themselves.

The officers will be giving out
information, having safety lanesand
installing car seatsthrough Friday.

Council will hold
hearingsonvehicles

The Oberlin City Council will
holdtwohearingsThursday night
on notices given to landowners
with allegedly inoperable ve-
hicles at the request of the own-
ers.

RobMcFeeand Jerry Millerre-
guested hearings on noticesthey
received recently, said City Ad-
ministrator Gary Shike.

Hesaidthecouncil will alsobe
discussingwater and sewer rates.
Thecity isinvolved in aproject

toreplacethewastewater treat-
ment plant with a new lagoon
system.

Therewill beareport and rec-
ommendation from The Gate-
way sigh committee, said Mr.
Shike. He said Councilman Jay
Andersonwantstotal k about an
economic devel opment grant.

Themeetingwill beginat 6:30
p.m.inthesecond-floor meeting
roomat The Gateway. Itisopen
tothepublic.

City wantspeople
a meeting Monday

The Oberlin City Council will
hold a special meeting at 6:30
p.m.onMonday at The Gateway.

Theonly itemontheagendais
apublichearing for the proposed
drilling of replacement well No.

12.

The meeting is open to the
public.

The council encourages any-
onewithopinionsabout thewell
to come and speak.
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health

Added care
discussed

(Continued from Page 1A)
an existing facility, Commissioner
Ralph Unger asked, could there be
acontract tohaveoneof thelicensed
practical nurses on call at the as-
sisted living place?

They would need to look at the
stateregul ations, saild Good Samari-
tan Center Administrator Janice
Shabe.

Does the Department of Health
and Environment providetheregu-
|ations?asked Commissioner Doyle
Brown.

TheGood Samaritan Center isrun
under different regulationsthanthe
hospital and Cedar Living Center,
said Mrs. Shobe. The hospital and
Cedar Living Center are under the
Department of Healthand Environ-
ment, said Mrs. Doeden.

The hospital has a copy of the
regulations for assisted living, she
added. Is that the next step, asked
Mrs. Shobe, to jump into the regu-
lationsand dig alittle deeper?

Isthereaway to add onto one of
the county facilities so it could in-
cludeaseparateentrance?asked Mr.
Brown. That way people who are
livingintheassistedlivingcould not
feel attached to those living in the
nursing centers.

The county owns the land to the
west of Cedar Living Center, said
Mrs. Wilson.

I's the committee still talking
about al2-unitassistedlivingfacil-
ity?asked Mrs. Doeden, or Six?Mr.
Brown said he didn’t think they
couldaffordtoputinal2-unitplace.

County agencies have done a
good job on home health care, said
Mr. Brown, and that has helped
peoplestay at homelonger. No one
issureabout how many peoplewill
moveback hereinthenext 25years
or what isgoing to happen, but that
ishow long it would taketo pay for
anew facility. Doesthecounty need
anew facility, he asked, or isthere
room in acenter that the county al-
ready has.

Mrs. Wilson said people need to
know that the centersaren’t just of -
fering long-term care. People who
cometo either homecanget healthy
and move back home. Just because
apersonmovestooneof thecenters,
she said, it doesn't mean they are
goingto diethere.

Maybethat isan educationthing,
said Mr. Brown. Maybeanew term
needsto be coined for the centers.

All of this goes back to having a
strong hospital, said Mrs. Shobe,
because peoplewon’t even look at
atown without that. Mrs. Doeden
said shedoesn’ tthink that isaprob-
lem.

Commissioner Patricia Glenn
suggested that news from Wheat
Ridge Terrace should go in the pa-
per weekly. It should include visi-
tations, games and more. It might
help promotethefacility.

“Wedohavealot of pluses,” said
Mr. Unger, “if we can promote
them.”

He said he understands people
who movetheir parentstofacilities
closetothem, whichmay meantak-
ing them out of town.

The committee decided to meet
againinMarch after membershave
had timeto look at the regulations.
They planto a sotalk about remod-
eling at that time.

Legidators
tobehere

The Decatur County Farm Bu-
reauwill sponsor a“town hall meet-
ing” for state legislators on Satur-
day, March 5.

Rep. John Faber and Sen.. Ralph
Ostmeyer will be here to talk with
voters. The meeting will be from
11:15am.t012:30p.m. at thecourt-
room at the Decatur County Court-
house.

Internet
tonight!
Call
475-2206!

DISTRICT SOIL CONSERVATIONIST Lee Copeland

S

will beleaving hispost after five yearswhen heand hisfam-

*Eventp

(Continued from Page 1A)
helpMr. Copeland’ swife, Lisa, fur-
ther her education.

Mrs. Copeland plans to get her
criminal justice degree on-line
throughWashburnUniversity soon.
Shewantsto becomealawyer, said
Mr. Copeland, but the only way for
hertodothatistogotoalaw school.

Themovewill get thefamily closer
to Topeka or Lawrence, where she
can attend law school and the fam-
ily won’t haveto be split.

Currently, Mrs. Copeland is
working at EImo Lund’ sofficeand
isapart-timedeputy for the Decatur
County Sheriff’ s Office.

In the five years the Copelands

ily moveto Senecain March.

— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Davis

have lived here, Mr. Copeland has
becomeactiveingolf and the Ober-
lin Rotary Club and coached youth
football and basketball. He said
there probably isn’'t akid sixth
through eighthgradesthat hehasn't
coached.

So far, no one has been hired to
replace Mr. Copeland by the state

anned for official

officeof theU.S. Natural Resources
Conservation Services.

Mr. Copeland and hiswife have
two children, Sara, 13 and Chase,
11. Inaweek, hesaid, thefamily will
be checking out homesin Seneca.

Everyone is welcome to the re-
ception at the Department of Agri-
culture officeon South U.S. 83.

Ove 100attend annual district banquet

More than 100 people attended
the annual meeting of the Decatur
County Conservation District last
Monday at TheGateway inOberlin.

A steak dinner, provided by the
Decatur County Bankers Associa-
tion, was served by The Gateway
staff. Entertainment was by the
DCHS Singers, directed by Susan
Nelson, and accompanied by Mary
L ohoefener.

Kansas Bankers Awards were

presented by Key Banker Doug
Brown of The Bank to Rodney
Brantley, and David and Theresa
Brantley, and Gary and Sarah Orr.
He also presented the Windbreak
Award to Jim and Pam Wesch.
Rangeland Awards were pre-
sented by conservationboard Chair-
man David Wilson to Brent and
Diane Phillips, and Roger and
AngieWilson. Mr. Wilsonaccepted
the awardfor hisparents, whowere

out-of-town. TheRangeland Award
signs were provided by Sharp
Brothers Seed Co. of Healy.

Poster winnerswereChrisAnder-
son, son of Richard and Maureen
Anderson; Cheyenne Soderlund,
daughter of Gene and Cheryl
Soderlund; and Tiffany Anderson,
daughter of Tomand Karen Ander-
sonfor first place honors.

Second placeposter trophieswere
presentedtoHannahand ZachMay,

daughter and sonof Rolandand Pam
May, and Dakota Soderlund,
brother of Cheyenne. ChrisAnder-
son and Cheyenne Soderlund re-
ceived engraved medals as their
posterswill become stateentriesin
November.

Elden Huff and Lawrence
Jennings were elected as district
supervisors for three years. Other
board membersareVernonKetterl,
Ron Bryan, and Carl WahImeier.

It'sall inthecards
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Valentine' s poker contest,

TWO OBERLIN MEN won flowers Monday for the

“Don’'t Gamble With Love,”

sponsored by Oberlin merchants and The Oberlin Herald.
Bob Berls(left) got whiterosesfrom JeanetteKrizek at Flow-

ers by Leefor afull house, three 5s and two kings. Jack
Brown (right) received amixed bouquet of redrosesand car-
nationsfrom PrairiePetal sfor histhreeacesandtwo queens.

— Herald staff photos by Dave Bergling
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Wagner Ford Mercury

In Goodland

* School
won't
panic

(Continued from Page 1A)
wouldbenice, butit’ sfar fromcer-
tain.

There are two rumors which
cause himto worry, though.

Thefirst isthat the state will de-
cide to change the low-enrolIment
and correlated weighting formul as,
which adjust adistrict’s budget to
pay for higher costs. Last year, the
Oberlindistrict’ sfull-time equivar
lency number was 794.9 at $3,863
each. Of that thedistrict’ sweighteo
enrollment is232.8.

“We know we need that low en-
rollmenttosurvive,” Mr. Glodt said.

The Department of Education
knowsthat if theweighting isdone
away with, hesaid, itwill devastate
small schools. Theschool sthat will
behurtthemost, saidMr. Glodt, are
among the state’ sbest.

“Small schools are the highest
achieving schoolsin the state,” he
said.

The second rumor isforced con-
solidation. Therehasbeen sometalk
about thisin rural schools, he said,
and at | east two proposal shavebeen
madeintheLegidature.

Mr. Glodt saidtheOberlindistrict
is not going to count on the extra
money but will make plans assum-
ing that the per pupil money won’t
decreaseeither.

He said they have talked with
State Rep. John Faber and Sen.
Ralph Ostmeyer about thesituation.

Thedistrict planstotaketeachers,
board membersand citizensto To-
pekato lobby for small schools on
Thursday, March17. Anyoneinter-
estedingoingshouldcall Mr. Glodt.

With all the information coming
out, said Mr. Glodt, other schools
arestartingto panic. Somehaveis-
sued non-renewal noticestoall their
staff, and then plan on hiring them
back again.

“Wearenot goingtopanic,” said
Mr. Glodt. “Wearegoingtoprepare
for the future with the numberswe
are getting now. We are going tc
continueto providethebest educa-
tion possiblefor our kids.”

M oney
tobegven
for college

The Kansas County Clerks and
Election Officials Association has
scholarshipsfor seniorswhowanttc
major in journalism, political sci-
ence or communications.

The $500 scholarships are al s
available for college freshman or
sophomores. The money is raisec
througheffortsby county clerks, the
secretary of state’ s office and Vot-
ers News Service, which collects
electionreturns.

Applications can be picked up at
theDecatur County clerk’ sofficein
the courthouse or from the school
counselor. They needtobereturnec
to the clerk in person or mailed tc
Marilyn Horn at Box 28 Oberlin,
Kan. 67749 on or before Friday,
April 1.

Winnerswill beannounced at the
group’ sseminar in May.



