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Smpleideacould hep
keep meth maker sat bay

An idea which seems to have worked in
Oklahomais coming to Kansas, and unlike
most of thewar ondrugs, it might just work.

Oklahoma forced drug stores to move the
cold remedy pseudoephedrine behind the
pharmacy counter. Policeofficiassayit’ sre-
duced the number of meth labs found in the
state by morethan 80 percentinayear.

That’ sremarkablefor suchasimplechange.

Sudafed, as the brand-name version is
known, isstill available over the counter, but
purchasershavetosignforit. Pharmacistsget
achancetosizeupthebuyer. Methfreakswith
alack of snifflesmight wind up talking to the

Cops.

Pseudoephedrine is a key component of
meth manufacturing. Thetiny red (or white)
tablets provide the main feedstock for the
chemical process of “cooking” meth. Take
away the supply, and you make the task im-

measurably moredifficult.

Wesuspect that meth usehasn’ t declined by
80 percent in Oklahoma. That would be too
muchtoask for. But thestateisnearly free of
dangerous, smelly labsandtheresiduewhich
litters roadsides, pollutes houses and endan-

gerschildren.

battle against drugs, evenif it meansthelabs
just moveto the next state. Kansaswould do
well tofollow suit. Drivethelabsto Missouri
or Arkansas, for all wecare.

Drugenforcementisadifficult game. Most
measuressimply hamper thedrug tradewith-
out really reducing it. Making drugsillegal
guarantees nothing but jobs for drug agents
and drug smugglers.

Thereal answer, of course, isteaching kids
the dangers of drugs and hoping they have
senseenoughtolisten. There' sevidencethat
isworking in America, too, at least, working
better than border interdiction or profiling

smugglersonthe highway.

Butif alaw can put any kind of adentinthe
meth trade, we're all for it. Of all theillega
drugs, meth comes closest to alcohol inits
destructive power. Meth ruins lives, wrecks
bodies, rendsfamilies, leavesrelativescrying

and victims destitute.

It sawicked substance. We probably can-
not driveit fromtheface of theearth— since
you canmakeitinthekitchen— butif wepush
the labsout of Kansas, we' |l have succeeded
in cleaning up the place.

It'sworthatry.

That’ saclear victory that’ sall toorareinthe

Housedecideson marriage

Thefourth week of the 2005 leg-
islative session saw the settlement
of thefirst“big” issue. The consti-
tutional amendment defining mar-
riagewasdebated and passed by the
Houseon Feb. 2.

The attention paid this issue by
constituents, legislators and media
will now shift some of the other
prominent issues, including educa-
tion finance, health care and the
death penalty.

Senate Concurrent Resolution
1601, commonly known asthe De-
fenseof Marriage Amendment, was
passed by the Housethisweek. The
amendment garnered 86" yes’ votes
on final action, more than the nec-
essary two-thirdsrequired to passa
congtitutional amendment, andwill
be placed on a statewide ballot in
April.

A simplemajority of ‘yes votes
on the ballot will amend the state
Constitution to define marriage as
“...being constituted by onemanand
one woman only. All other mar-
riagesaredeclaredtobecontrary to
thepublicpolicy of thisstateand are
considered void.”

If, as expected, the amendment
passes, the Constitution will then
match the definition of marriagein
the current Kansas|aw.

Thesubject of healthcareencom-
passesawideand varied landscape
of issues. A great deal of mediaand
lobbyi st attention hasbeen focused
onthreebillsinthe Health and Hu-
man ServicesCommitteechaired by
Rep. Jim Morrison (R-Colby).

Testimony on HB 2137, which
would require public school vend-
ing machinestoincorporatehealthy
snack foods, milk and fruit juices,
was heard on Feb. 2-3. The bill,
sponsored by Rep. Jason Watkins
(R-Wichita), is expected to be
moved out of committeewithin the
week.

Another bill that is beginning to
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garner some national media atten-
tionisHB 2256. Thiswould alow
advanced registered nursepractitio-
ners(ARNP) to prescribemedicine
to patients without the consent of a
medical doctor, effectively giving
them full medical authority. Pas-
sageof thishill wouldincreasecom-
petition in the medical field, theo-
retically driving costs down while
increasing thequality of care. Tes-
timony onHB 2256isscheduledfor
Feb. 8-9.

Rep. TomSloan (R-Lawrence)is
the primary sponsor of HB 2077, a
bill establishing astate cancer drug
repository. This bill would allow
drug companies, hospitals or pa-
tientstoturninunused cancer medi-
cations to participating hospitals
and clinics to be redistributed to
needy patients.

A uniquefeatureof theHealthand
Human Services Committeeisthat
all of itsmeetingsarebroadcastlive
ontheweb. Thelnternet addressfor
the committee is www.kslegis
lature.org/committeeminutes/
0506/house/hhealth/h_hhs.shtml

TheHouseEducation Committee
and House Select Committee on
Education Finance are nearly done
meeting and discussingtheissuesof
suitability andweighting. A bill that
addressesthe Supreme Court’ srul-
ingon school financeisexpectedin
the next few weeks. Onceabill is
drafted, thecommitteewill listento
testimony, refine the legislation if
needed and then move it to the

Housefloor.

The House Republican leader-
ship is optimistic that a suitable,
long-term sol ution to the school fi-
nanceformulawill befound.

M ost committeesarestill hearing
testimony, but several interesting
billscould bemoved out thisweek.

Rep. Ward Loyd (R-Garden
City), chairman of the Corrections
and JuvenileJustice Committee, has
indicated that the committee will
begin discussions regarding the
death penalty next week. TheKan-
sas Supreme Court recently ruled
thecurrent death penalty statuteun-
constitutional. Thisisacomplex
issue, and amore thorough discus-
sion will be included in the next
newsletter.

The Financial Institutions Com-
mittee, chaired by Rep. Ray Cox (R-
Bonner Springs), will hear testi-
mony onabill that would capinter-
est rates for lenders. The impetus
behind thishill isto disallow “ pay-
day loan” storesfrom charging ex-
orbitant ratesto consumers.

TheWildlife, Tourismand Parks
Committee, chaired by Rep. Don
Myers(R-Derby), weretowork HB
21150n Feb. 7. Thebill will repeal
alaw passed late last session that
limitedtheareasinwhichbow hunt-
erscould hunt. Passage of thishill
will againallow bow hunterstohunt
statewide.

| can be reached at (785) 296-
7500 or e-mail at jfaber@ink.org
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Park, lakerestoration exditi g

Theprospect of getting Oberlin's
SappaPark cleanedupandinuseis
exciting.

Andwhiletheroad issometimes
bumpy, at least we're moving to-
ward some progress.

The park, alegacy from the De-
pression era, is one of our most
underused and underrated assets.
Theheaviesttraffic probably comes
from Sunday driverswhotour down
to the shelter house, 1oop the loop
and go back to town.

The park, lake and shelter house
werebuiltinthe1930sby theWorks
Progress Administration and the
CivilianConservation Corps, two of
Franklin D. Roosevelt’ sfabledjob-
creating agencies. The men put to
work on the park left alegacy in
stone and water. Sappa once was
one of three fishing lakes in the
county.

Over the years, though, the lake
silted in. There would be no more
skiing or fishing. And while it was
spending millionsonnew facilities,
someof themnow dry, thestate For-
estry, Fish and Game Commission
couldn’t or wouldn't fix the lakes
here.

The city asked for the land at
Sappa Park for ayouth ranch, its
eyes on some hew jobs. The state
wasmorethanwillingtowalk away.
L ater, athoughtlesscity clerk let the
water rightsfor the lake lapse, and
today we' releftwithadry cornfield
where once kids learned to fish,
swim and sKi.

Attemptstorestorethelake have
faltered. Naysayersclaimyoucan't
usethevolunteer approach Atwood

AlongtheSappa
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By SteveHaynes

applied to its abandoned lake. Wa-
ter is hard, maybe impossible, to
comeby.

Butthevolunteershavepersisted.
Theylovingly restoredtheold shel-
ter house' s shake-shingle roof and
cleaned upthepark. Otherskeepthe
placeclear of trash.

Now proposal sabound for walk-
ing paths, awildlifelease, wetlands
and maybe even a fishing pond.
Changesinthefarminglease, some-
times contentious, are opening up
more areas for walking and explo-
ration. Wood cutters are clearing
downed trees.

Asfencescomeout, it’ll beeasier
for thecity tokeepweedsdownand
peoplewill beableto get tomore of
the park, to areas once mostly re-
served for livestock. A proposal to
tailor farming to wildlife and pro-
mote more hunting iswelcome.

Beforethecity goestoofar down
this path, though, it needsto create
amaster planfor thepark, takingall
usesintoaccount. Theplanneedsto
preserve the dam and the possibil-
ity of arestoredlake.

While an $868,200 engineers’
estimate seems to rule out piping
city-owned water to the lake, there

may still be away to get water to
stock awetlandsand afishing area.
Itmay requirelegislation, or atleast
somemusclein Topeka, butit could
happen.

Right now, thepriority oughttobe
getting more of the unused fence
down sotheworst weed patchescan
be mowed this spring. Any lease
ought to include the possibility of
lake restoration taking precedence
overfarming, evenwildlife-friendly
farming.

The city should allow peopleto
cut wood to clean up the area anc
even to harvest Christmas trees,
with a permit from the city office
required for either. The land ought
to be entered in the state Walk-In
Hunting program so it’ll be in the
brochure and be posted for hunter
access.

Who knows, a wetland might
even produce some duck hunting.
Walking paths could bring alot
more peopl e to the park, where the
only placetostroll now isthepavec
road.

Pretty soon, SappaPark could be
amuch better utilized asset, atrea-
surefor the next generation aswell
asthepresent. Let’sget withit.

Thingsnever goasplanned

Sometimes nothing goes as
planned, andif it weren’t for “Plan
B,” therewouldbenoplanat al.

Itwasalatenight getting ready to
leave on another mission trip to
Juarez. The night was made later
becausetheclothesdryer chosethat
particular time to quit drying. Oh,
not entirely quit. Just enough that |
would haveto reset thetimer every
15minutesinorder tohaveany heat
atall. Threeo' clockinthemorning
isnot the greatest time to be doing
laundry anyway, but | needed some
things for the trip, so it had to be
done.

| eventually got about anhour and
ahalf of sleep beforeit wastimeto
load the car and meet therest of the
team. We, of course, took twice as
muchasweshould haveand needed
agticktostuffitallin. Wekissedthe
cat good-bye, knowing our good
neighbor, Barbara, would come
feed himwhileweareaway.

Whenwearrived at our departure
point, one member had been wait-
ingmorethananhour for usbecause
| had not told him of alast-minute
change. Nonetheless, we stowed
our gear, piledinthevanand headed
out.

Thirty miles down the road, we
stopped at alumber yardtoseesome
cabinets Jim built and for our first
“pitstop.” Backinthevan, | opened
the envelope with the cash and

Out Back
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money orderswewouldbeusingfor
the trip. Only, guess what? No
money orders. | hadleftthemonthe
table back at the house. Nothing to
do but go back and get them.

We learned in our “40 Days of
Purpose’ study that everything hap-
pensfor areason, but for thelife of
mel can’t think what the reasonfor
leaving the money behind might
have been. Perhaps we missed an
accidentwewould havehad, hadwe
not taken that hour delay in back
tracking.

AtthiswritingwearesafelyinEl
Paso and connected with another
teamfrom Colorado. Wehaveonly
known them afew hours, but al-
ready we are old friends. Over the
next four days, we will work to-
gether, play together and pray to-
gether.

Tomorrow, we cross the border
and enter another world. It takesus
out of our comfort zone for afew
daysand humblesus.

One young man who came with
usisinquisitiveabout everything. |
am anxiousto seethe changesheis
about to experience. | guarantee, he
will not gohomethesamepersonhe
waswhen hecame,

No matter what your reasons are
for coming, thereissomething about
amission trip that changes you. |
think it makesyoubetter. | know it’ s
what keeps drawing us back.

(From theBibIe)

Wherefore seeing we also
are compassed about with so
great acloud of witnesses, |et
uslay asideevery weight, and
the sin which doth so easily
beset us, and let us run with
patience the race that is set
beforeus. ..

Hebrews12: 1

Father saysphotopalicy ‘flawed’
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

| am objecting to The Oberlin
Herald s “flawed” photo policy.
Onlythislast week (Feb. 2) wewere
subjected to another surprisingly
odd photo. Thistimeit wasahuge
6-inch-by-10-inch photo of an uni-
dentified man fixing fence, from
Beaver City, Neb. Wow!

Now, | havenothingagainst fenc-
ers, but therearethingsgoingonin
Oberlin and Decatur County that
surely warrant photo coveragemore
thanthisactivity. | amconfident that
your readerswould rather see pho-
tosof positivechangesor activities
inour community.

For example, | would liketo see
photos of new or expanding busi-
ne<< activitiee events at the Gate-

way, or student activitiesinaddition
to sports. | don't care if they are
“posed” or “group” photos, aslong
asthey represent the good dynam-
icsof our community and giverec-
ognitionfor ajob well done.
Asanexample, | amwillingtobet
that thisweek’ spaper doesnot carry
aphoto of the Decatur Community
High School Scholars' Bowl team
whichisgoingtothestateeventthis
weekend. How many other teams
around here have qualified for a
stateevent four yearsinarow—not
verv manv! Yet. this activitv does

not have the newsworthiness or
photo appeal and action of an un-
known man fixing afence....
Maybe | am the only one wha
would like to see achangein your
photo policy, but | doubt it. | appeal
to all other readerswho would like
to see The Herald actually “serve
Oberlin and Decatur County” tc
write in and express your displea-
surewith the current photo policy.

Dan Nedland
Oberlin



