Council asksfor
sawe rateplan
toraise$300,000

TheOberlin City Council andthe
city’ s consulting engineer talked
briefly Thursday about how to pay
for water projectsthat areunderway
and for aproposed water treatment
facility inthefuture.

Thaniel Monaco, withMillerand
Associates, said he had worked on
afew scenariostobringinmoney for
the water department for future
projects. The scenarios, with rate
increaseswould bring in anywhere
from $1,634 to $9,750 amonth in
revenuefor thecity.

Mr. Monaco said it islikely that
the city will be building a water
treatment plant.

Hesaidtherevenuescenariosare
only an idea, and he needs to get
moreinformation onthe number of
servicesand sizes.

Arethecurrentratescoveringthe
water debt thecity hassofar?asked
Councilman Stan McEvoy.

“To my knowledge, yes,” said
Mr. Monaco.

Hesaid he has heard there might
be a decrease in the amount of fi-
nancing state and federal agencies
will bedoinginthefuture. Thecity
might buildthetreatment facility in
phases, hesaid.

Mr. McEvoy said he thinks the

council needstoplantomoveahead.
The last new well needs to be
hooked into the system and treat-
ment needsto bedoneat sometime.
If the city doesn’'t move ahead, he
said, then thewater project the city
has already completed won’'t be
used.

Mr. Monaco said the first water
projectisinuse, thoughnotal parts
have been hooked up.

Theproject wastogeneratemore
water for thecity aswell asimprove
quality with blending, said Mr.
McEvoy. Thecity hasn’treally done
that.

When the city decidesto do wa-
ter treatment, said Mr. Monaco,
morewater will be needed.

If thecity treatsthewater, then it
shouldbeabletousethesouthwell?
asked Mayor Ken Shobe. Yes, said
Mr. Monaco.

The well east of town being re-
drilled now will also help with the
treatment, he said, and it will help
prolong the life of the two main
wellsthecity uses.

Whenthecouncil setitsgoalsthis
year, water was at the top, said Mr.
McEvoy. He said he didn’t think
they have moved forward or done
anything with thegoal yet.

Sealed bidswanted

on new phones
for theschool didrict

TheOberlin School Boardisask-
ingfor sealedbidsforaVoice-Over-
I nternet-Protocol phone system
whichwill beopened at themeeting
Monday, March 14.

Technology coordinator Jess
Randel gave a presentation in De-
cember on options for the district
phone system. At that meeting, the
board decided they wanted to go
with theInternet system, but didn’t
decidewhen or whereto buy it.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt said
at the meeting last Monday night,
the board decided to ask for bids,
whichisthenext stepintheprocess.

Mr. Randel said the staff will be
abletousethephonesasanintercom
system and for the bells. Both the
currentintercomandbell systemsin
both schools arein bad shape, said
Mr. Glodit.

Eventually, saidMr. Glodt, every
teacher will have aphone and two-
way intercomwiththeofficeintheir
classroom.

Theteachersdon’t havethiswith
the system now.

The board discussed increasing
thedriver educationfeefor thissum-
mer. Mr. Glodt said Keith Grafel,
who teachesthe class, cameto talk
with him last year about increasing
the fee. The students now pay $2
,whichbasically paysfor thecertifi-
catethey get whenthey completethe
course.

Mr. Glodt said Mr. Grafel talked
with schoolsintheareaand most of
themareover $50, although onewas

only $35.

Thesuggestionwasfor a$50fee,
which the board approved.

In other business, the board:

» Heard that member Monte
M oore had noticed some unsports-
manlike conduct from students at
other schoolslately. Hesaid hewas
proud of the fact that the students
from Oberlin weren't acting the
same way. Mr. Moore said he
wanted to thank the coaches and
teachers, since he thinks the stu-
dents' actions are adirect result of
thehighexpectationsthedistricthas
for them.

» Approved hiring Lairy Goltl as
asubstitute activity busdriver.

» Held aclosed sessionto discuss
negotiations starting with 10 min-
utesand then extended it fivemore.
Therewasno action taken.

» Held aclosed session for non-
elected personnel starting out with
30minutes. Theboardextendedthe
session 10 minutes then five min-
utesthreetimes. They met for ato-
tal of 55 minutes. Therewasno ac-
tiontaken.

» Approved the vocal depar-
tment’ s request to go to the State
Music Festival in Concordiaat the
end of April, and thento Worlds of
Funandtheopera“Aida’ inKansas
City.

» Approved a calendar for the
2005-2006 school year with 17 va-
cation days, seven teacher training
or work days and four parent-
teacher conference days.
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Regdents,
Kidsdance

YOUNG AND OLD
dancedtotheband Rendez-
vous at Cedar Living Cen-
ter on Saturday, Feb. 12, to
celebrate Vaentine' sDay.
Kariah Castle (left above)
joined handsand dancedin
acirclewith some friends.
Janet Anthony, (right) who
works at the hospital,
danced with Charley

Vavroch, aresident.
— Photos by Othelia Vacura

County hear sabout agency

Decatur County commissioners
talked with representatives from
High Plains Mental Health last
Tuesday, hearingthat theagency’s
services are running smoothly in
the county.

Dan Sturgill from High Plains
Mental Health, whoworkswiththe
mental health agency here, and
Dorothy Vacura, whoservesonthe
board, metwiththecommissioners.

Mr. Sturgill said hejust stopped
by to check in. In 2004 the agency
was allowed $25,000 in expendi-
tures, this year there was $800
added to that. The treasurer sends
money to the agency afew timesa
year. He said officials from Hays
will be out for a meeting soon and
hewantedtoknow if therewasany
information the commissioners

At the meeting last Tuesday, the
Decatur County commissioners:

+Discussed checking into other op-
tions and prices before making a de-
cision to purchase a used sign-mak-
ing machine from Rawlins County.

County Countdown

Story to right.

+ Talked with representatives from
High Plains Mental Health, who said
they were just checking in. Story at
left.

wanted.

County Attorney Steve Hirsch
said they would like to see afull-
time office here. Mr. Sturgill said
they are working on some video
conferencing for thefuture.

Mr. Sturgill said he comes to
Oberlin on Wednesdays to meet
with clients. Crystal Harman of
Norton, John Phillipsof Colby and
there is a new worker in Oberlin

Storm spotter classesset

Withthestorm seasonaroundthe
corner, the National Weather Ser-
viceofficein Goodlandispreparing
for several storm spotter training
classesinthearea.

DaveFloyd, withtheservice, will
be teaching the free classes, which

|ast aroundtwoand ahalf hours. The
service will offer an advanced
classesinMay, butthedateshaven't
been set.

ThestormclassinOberlinwill be
held at 7 p.m. on Thursday, March
10, at The Gateway.

YOU CAN BE

READY TO RETIRE
OR NOT. READY IS BETTER

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY: 217 N. Penn Ave. Presently Daylight Do-
nut Shop. Recently new steel roof, central air/heat and carpet. Priced for
quick sale!

TWO LEVELSTHAT ARE MIRROR IMAGES! Each level features spa-
cious roomswith 2 bedrooms, 1 1/2 baths, kitchen with all appliances and
laundry room with washer and dryer. Other amenities include single, at-
tached garage plus carport; beautiful landscaped yard and storage shed.
The 2 separate entrances for the lower level make it an ideal rental if de-
sired. :

Johnson Realty, Inc.

122 South Penn, Oberlin, KS 67749

Roberta Johnson, Broker ¢ Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Broker/Auctioneer
Call Lynn A. Johnson for sale bill or information: 785-475-2785 - Mobile 785-475-8514
Jacqueline Votapka, Salesperson  Joe D. Green, Salesperson/Auctioneer
Roger Emigh, Salesperson/Auctioneer Randy Ostmeyer, Salesperson
Jerry Lohoefener, Salesperson
Michael Wilson, Salesperson

David Juenemann, Salesperson

Shirley Simpson, Salesperson Marcia Lohoefener, Salesperson

At Edward Jones, preparing for retirement means
taking a long-term perspective. We recommend buy-

It’s simple, really. How well you retire depends on
how well you plan today. And it’s never too early to
start. Because the more time you give yourself, the
better off you can be.

ing quality investments and holding them. It may not
sound exciting, but wait until you retire.

To find out why it makes sense to start getting ready
for retirement now, call today.

RON FRIEHE

~ Investment Representative
308 West 10th Street
McCook, NE 69001
308-345-5666
1-866-345-5677

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

www.edwardjones.com  Member SIPC

Peggy Marinewho workswith cli-
entshere.

Wheredo peoplegoif they need
tobeanalyzed?asked Mrs. Vacura.
Mr. Sturgill said someof theyouths
aresenttoKearney, Neb., or Garden
City. They alsowork with hospitals
in Hutchinson, Salina, Newtonand
Larned.

Mrs. Vacura said she and Vi
Krizek, the county’s representa-
tives, havelearned alot serving on
the board, but are looking for re-
placements.

County
waltson
machine

RawlinsCo. has
used sign maker

Decatur County commissioners
discussed purchasing a used sign-
making machine from Rawlins
County again at their meeting last
Tuesday, but didn’t make any deci-
sions.

The road and bridge supervisor
said he wanted to check into prices
for other machines.

Supervisor Tim Stallman said he
talked with the Emergency Pre-
paredness Director Bert Cool, who
was planning to purchase the used
machine. Mr. Stallman said he
wanted to check prices on newer
machinesbeforeadecisionismade.
RawlinsCountyisasking $1,000, he
said.

The commissioners approved &
resolution to prohibit county em-
ployeesfromtalking oncell phones
whiledriving county vehicles. The
commissionerswill hand out acop-
ies of the resolution and it will be
printed in The Oberlin Herald.

Mr. Stallman said for the last
snow, the crew didn’t need to do &
wholelot.

Hesaidthey didbladesomeareas,
but mostly the moisture helped
settletheground.

Noxious Weed Director Gaylen
Huntley talked with the commis-
sionersabout calling The Gateway
forthe2006 empl oyeebanquet. The
commissioners agreed the thiro
weekendin January would begood.

Mr. Huntley saidheand Commis-
sioner Doyle Brown are going off
the bangquet committee. Commis-
sioner Patricia Glenn will take the
place of Mr. Brown and areplace-
ment for Mr. Huntley will be dis-
cussed at the first department heao
meeting.

Thecommissionersreceived one
application for the job of summer
recreation director by the deadline
of Thursday, Feb. 10, from Joe
Dreher, high school teacher and
wrestling coach, who has served as
thedirector for thelast few years.

Thecommissionersapprovedthe
application and will send the con-
tract to Summer Recreation Chair-
man Chris Bailey and Mr. Dreher
for signatures.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

« Approved the Fair Board using
the county’ s John Deere |oader tc
help clean up tumble weeds and
other debrisfromthefairgroundsat
arate of $13 an hour. Thefirst race
at the fairgrounds is scheduled for
Saturday, March 26.

* Talkedwith Sheriff KenBadsky
about Deputy Lisa Copeland mov-
ing. Sheriff Badsky said shewill be
here for alittle while longer and
Undersheriff Randy M cHugh, who
has been serving in Iraq, may be
home soon.
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Dr. Mark WahlImeier,

Optometrist,

Opens Office in

Goodland!

Thursdays and Fridays.

Drs. Morrison & WahImeier, Colby, are pleased to announce the
opening of their eyecare office in Goodland. Dr. Wahlmeier is
committed to bringing professional, patient centered vision and eye
health care to area patients. Beginning March 7th, Dr. WahImeier
will be available to see patients in the Goodland office on Mondays
and Wednesdays and office hours will be maintained Monday
through Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Appointments may also be
scheduled with Dr. Wahlmeier in the Colby office on Tuesdays,

110 W. 10th St.
Goodland, KS 67735

785-899-3654

» Comprehensive vision and eye health testing
* Two-year frame & lens warranty
 Guaranteed contact lens success program

Dr. Mark Wahlmeier

180 W. 6th
Colby, KS 67701

785-462-8231

CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE YOUR EYE EXAM
www.eyeclinic.com

Internet tonight!
Call 475-2206!




