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City needs$300,000ayear for sewer

Afterlooking at seven scenariosto bring
in money to pay for the waste water treat-
ment project Thursday night, the Oberlin
City Council asked its engineer to bring
back numbers for arate plan that would
bring in around $300,000 ayear.

Thaniel Monaco, with Miller and Asso-
ciates, provided seven scenariosfromlow-
ering minimum usage, to increasing the
baseratetoincreasing the usagerate.

Lastyear, thecity increased thebaserate
from $9.50t0 $14.50. The minimum usage

was cut from 500 cubic feet to 300.

Mr. Monaco said inthe scenarios, he as-
sumed the same number of servicesaslast
year and allowedfor al0percent reduction
in use of the system. Built into the amount
that thecity needstorai seis$100,000 ayear
for operation and maintenance of the sys-
temand$167,000for debt retirement onthe
new lagoons. Either of thesefigures, hesaid,
could be higher or lower.

Itisgoodfor the council to stay ahead in
the project, said Mr. Monaco, butitisn't a

good practiceto raiserates and then lower
them.

Hesaid hewantedtoknow what thecoun-
cil wanted to raise and then he could come
back with some more numbers.

The project is estimated to cost $3.358
million and the city received a $400,000
community devel opment grant.

Itlooksliketheba ancesinthesewer fund
are increasing more than what was pro-
jected, said Mr. Monaco. The ideawasto
raise around $8,000 extraamonth and the

cityisactually seeinganincreaseof around
$10,000 amonth.

Whenisthenormal timetosetanew rate?
asked Mr. Monaco. City Administrator
Gary Shikesaidithastobeineffectthefirst
of April to show up onthe May billing.

Mr. Monaco asked if the council wanted
him to get the figures together to produce
an average revenue of $300,000.

If thecity agreesto changetheminimum
usage, that is going to be a big chunk of
peopleaffected, said Mayor Ken Shobe, and

that isaconcern.

Mr. Monaco said he needs to get some
update numbersontheaveragesand users.
He said he can get more precise numbers
withalittleresearch.

Arewesurethedebt retirement won' t be
higher than $167,0007? asked Councilman
Patrick Pomeroy. Thatistheprojected num-
ber, said Mr. Monaco, and he thinksiit i<
conservative.

What is the operation and management

(SeeRATESon Page 10A)

Folksburned
by high bills
for winter heat

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Gas hills set records last month,
scorchingconsumers’ pocketbooks
as temperatures plunged and the
priceof natural gas soared.

Bob Helm, manager of corporate
communications in Hays for Mid-
west Energy, said peoplekind of got
hammered by thebills. Heestimated
that bills received in January for
December were 35 to 40 percent
higher than normal.

The major reason people saw an
increase thismonth, he said, is be-
causetheareahad the col dest Janu-
ary since 1996. The past nineyears
weren't nearly ascold, hesaid, and
that weather madeahugedifference
inthegashills.

Also, Mr. Helm said, the price of
natural gasishigher thanithasbeen
inthelast two or threeyears.

There is no way for Midwest to
change the weather or the price of
gas, hesaid, but customersdo have
someoptions.

The cooperative charges for gas
on a“flow through,” he said, so
when themarket pricegoesup, gas
billsgo up. The firm can't make it
higher or lower.

Thegood news, Mr. Helmadded,
isthat so far February has had sea-
sonal temperatures, not as cold as
last month, and gaspricesaredown

alittle. Thismay helpwiththebills
next month, but it still depends on
theweather.

Mr. Helm said Midwest read
meters in seven cyclesin January.
Some of the billswerefor 30 to 35
days, whichmeansthenext bill will
probably beashorter period.

Besidestheweather and price, he
said, thebill dependsonwhat people
havethethermostat setatinsidetheir
home. Some people may have re-
ceived those bills and decided to
turn down the thermostat, he said.

Mr. Helm said it is hard to com-
pareneighbor to neighbor, because
it really depends on lifestyles, too.
If therearekidsinthehousewho go
outandinalot, or if aperson likes
tokeepit really warm, the bill may
behigher.

Once winter is over, he said,
thingsstarttolevel outandbillsstart
todrop off. Normally, he said, that
happensaroundtheend of February
or thefirst of March, but it depends
ontheweather.

If people are having a hard time
paying their natural gas bills, he
said, they cancall oneof Midwest’s
10 local offices and set up budget
billing, whichmeansthebill will be
an average of the use over ayear.
The customer won’t have highs or

(SeeHEAT onPage 10A)

School board plans
summer projects

High school students may find
classroomsalittle cooler next fall,
and warmer next winter, while stu-
dents at the grade school shouldn’t
havetoworry anymoreabout awin-
dow landingintheir laps.

The Oberlin School Board dis-
cussed summer projects to replace
the heating systemintheold part of
the high schooal, replace the win-
dows at the grade school and con-
tinue work on the new building at
SappaValley Y outh Ranch.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt said
the old part of the high school is
heated by asteamboiler, whichisin
terrible condition. He said the dis-
trictispayingtokeepitinshape, but
it needsto bereplaced.

It would cost about half of what
the district ispaying to keepit run-
ning to replace it with aforced-air
heating system, hesaid. That would
mean that the old part of the build-
ing would also have air condition-
ing.

Theother half of thebuilding has
ahot water heater.

By puttinginanewer heating sys-
tem, saidMr. Glodt, thedistrict will
cutitsgashillsand themoney spent
to upkeep the boiler. Thereis a
chance the project will get started
this summer, he said. There aren’t
any bids yet and the board hasn’t
decided totakeany yet.

School
Countdown

At a meeting last Monday, the
Oberlin School Board:

* Visited the grade and high
schools to learn what the students
could do with the new computer
equipment. Story to come.

+ Agreed to move the two-hour-
|ate start from the third Wednesday
in March to Wednesday, March 9,
to allow for the Kansas Teacher of
the Year to speak with the staff.
Story below.

+ Talked about summer projects,
including a new heating system in
the old part of the high school, re-
placing windows at the grade
school and work on the new build-
ing at Sappa Valley Youth Ranch.
Story to left.

+ Agreedto ask for sealed bids for
anew Voice Over Internet Protocol
phone system. Story on Page 10A.

The improvement, said Mr.
Glodt, will provide better air qual-
ity and a better learning environ-
ment.

“Whensomeclassesarereaching
100 degrees by 10 am.,” he said,

(SeeHEATER on Page 10A)

L ateschool start
changedtoMarch9

Thescheduledtwo-hour latestart
for the Oberlin School District has
been changed from the third
Wednesday of themonthtothesec-
ond Wednesday for March only.

I nstead of studentsstarting school
at10a.m.onWednesday, March 16,
it will happen on Wednesday,

March9.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt said
theboard agreedto changethedates
because Brad Potts, the Kansas
Teacher of the Y ear, will talk with
thestaff onthe second Wednesday.
He also will do aprogram for stu-
dentsat thehigh school.

Playing
Inthesun

IN THE SUN Monday af-
ternoon, thirdgradersat the
grade school played onthe
merry-go-round (top) at re-
cess. Jamie Soderlund
reached outtocatchthekick
ball (above) while Hannah
May and Elizabeth
Nedland (right) wentupand

downontheswings.
— Herald staff photos
by Kimberly Davis
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City hopestokick
Junk vehiclehabit

The Oberlin Police Depart-
ment sent out 13| ettersinthelast
month to people who haveinop-
erable, untaggedor junk vehicles
ontheir property inthecity lim-
its.

Two of the property owners,
Rob McFee and Jerry Miller,
asked for hearings at the City
Council meeting at 6:30 p.m. on
Thursday, March 3, in the Mor-
gan Theater at The Gateway.

Police Chief Wade Lockhart
said his office hasn’t received a
lot of complaints about the ve-
hicles, but have noticed them
when out patrolling. Some are
vehicles the officers drive past
every day, hesaid, but othertimes
they have been looking for the

inoperableor junk vehicles.

Theletterswent to peoplewho
have vehiclesthat are untagged,
don’'t have current tags, are vis-
ibly wrecked, haveweedsgrow-
ingaroundthem, tiresmissingor
are visibly inoperable and have
been for sometime.

Chief Lockhart said in most
cases, theofficershavetakenpic-
turesof thevehiclestodocument
them before sending the letters
out. Most of thepicturesaretaken
fromtheroad. If theofficersneed
to go onthe person’ sproperty to
takeapictureorinspectit, hesaid,
they can. If theowner refusesthe
officer entrancetotheir property,
there is a separate ordinance

(SeeCITY onPage10A)

Mantdlssories
about expedition

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Dressed in atraditional military
uniform from 200 years ago, Neal
Correy entertained kids from
Jennings and Oberlin with a pro-
gramat Oberlin Elementary School
last Tuesday.

Mr. Correy, who lives in
McCook, said that each year he
helpsre-enact the Lewisand Clark
Expeditionfor several monthsout of
thesummer withtheexpeditionclub
he belongs to. One mission of the
club, said Mr. Correy, iseducation,
which includes talking to people
like the kids at the school. Club
membersareabletodothisbecause
of donationsand grantsthey receive.

The lyceum, sponsored by the
Decatur County Area Chamber of
Commerce, brought Mr. Correy and
hiswifeMary to Oberlinfor theaf-

ternoon.

Theyear 2004, said Mr. Correy,
marked the 200th anniversary of
Lewisand Clark leaving Washing-
tonfortheWest. Hesaidthey startec
the trip by horse and then came
down the Ohio River on boats.

Mr. Correy asked the studentsiif
any of them had heard of the Lewis
and Clark Expedition or if they hao
heard of the L ouisiana Purchase.

President Thomas Jefferson
named twomen, Meriwether Lewis
andWilliamClark, bothU.S. Army
officers, to explore the 850,000
acres the United States had pur-
chased from France, known as the
LouisianaPurchase.

Theclub, saidMr. Correy, doese
lot of itstravel on river boats. The
men built the boats according to

(SeeMAN on Page 10A)
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* Rates
may
INCrease

(Continued from Page 1A)
cost going to bein 10 years? asked
Mr. Pomeroy. Inthefuture, therehas
to be alineitem in the budget for
replacement of mechanical equip-
ment, said Mr. Monaco. The
$100,000, said Mayor Shobe, isan
averagefor thelifetime of theloan.
Thecostsshouldbelower inthebe-
ginningandthenincreasewithtime.

Mr. Monaco said in the begin-
ning, it should cost only around
$40,000 ayear to runthe plant, and
thenit will goup fromthere.

Mr. McEvoy said hedidn't want
to lower the allowable usage and
neither did Mayor Shaobe.

Anincreaseintheusagerate, said
CouncilmanRay Ward, wouldonly
affect those who use more than the
minimum.

Therearealot of peoplewho are
here half of the year and gone half
of the year, said Mr. Monaco.
Maybethey aren’t paying their fair
share. The city doesn’t want to pe-
nalize them, he said, but everyone
should be paying for what they use.

Mr. Ward said he didn’t want to
seetheminimumusagelowered. He
suggested maybe$1 could beadded
to the base rate and then the other
increase could be onthe usagerate.

I sit possiblethat thiscould bethe
|ast rateincreasefor sometime, de-
pending onwhat thecouncil decides
to do? asked Mr. Ward. Yes, said
Mr. Monaco.

Councilman Patrick Pomeroy
said he doesn’t disagree about the
leaving the minimum usage, but if
the usage rate isincreased then the
increasewill be put onthe hospital,
high school and restaurants.

Other townshavegonetono-base
rates, and everyone pays for what
they use, said Mr. Monaco.

Mayor Shobeasked Mr. Monaco
to come back with scenarioswith a
revenue of $300,000.

Mr.Monacosaiditisimportantto
remember that theseimprovements
don’t deal with the collection sys-
tem at all. Thisisfor thewaste wa-
ter treatment plant, but at sometime
the council isalso going to haveto
talk about the sewer lines.

* City
saysno
tojunk

(Continued from Page 1A)
called right of entry. Basically, he
said, the officers have the right of
access.

The letters give the owners 20
daystoremovethevehiclesor repair
them. If thevehicleisn’tremovedor
fixed inthe 20 days, the person can
bewritten aticket with apenalty of
$1000rtimeinjail. After theinitial
ticket, onecanbewrittenevery day,
hesaid, until thevehicleisremoved
or fixed.

Chief Lockhart said the officers
haven't written any tickets yet for
inoperable or junk vehicles.

There are some owners who re-
ceivedticketsfor thesamevehicles
last timeand they were never taken
car of. They havebeen served al et-
ter again and will receiveticketsif
they aren’t removed or fixed this
time.

Chief Lockhart said thisisbeing
doneto help clean up thetown. Al-
lowing the vehiclesto sit in yards
makes the owners’ property look
bad, aswell astheir neighbors'. Itis
ahealth hazard to havethevehicles
sitting around because they are a
good breeding placefor rodents, he
said, and children who play on or
around thevehiclesto get hurt.

shoot. HiswifeMary showed studentswhat an Americanflag

* Manfollows
expeditiontrail

(Continued from Page 1A)
what they foundinthejournal sfrom
the expedition — 55 feet long and
nine feet wide, propelled by a sail,
oars, poles and sometimes even
pulled ontheriver by men.

Thegroup keepswithintwo days
of whereL ewisand Clark were200
yearsago, hesaid.

Theclubismadeupof all men, he
said, although hiswifedrivesamo-
bile home along the route, runsthe
store and acts as the nurse. Mr.
Correy said each of the men hasa
role to play: heis Capt. Hugh
McNeal.

Since the expedition was a mili-
tary mission 200 yearsago, they do
things the same way today. They
wear authentic military uniform,
from back then, get up inthe morn-
ing and raise the flag, and the ser-
geant givesthe ordersfor theday.

“Wearevery patriotic,” headded.

Around half of the meals are
cooked on an open camp fire, Mr.
Correy said. Other times, peoplein
town bring them food or they goin
toachurchor somewherefor dinner.

One of the kids asked what hap-
pensif they run out of food. Mr.
Correy said that since they aren’t
really living 200 years ago, if they
runout of supplies, they canaways
gotoagrocery.

Mr. Correy showed thekidshow
they take aflint rock and piece of
steel, make a spark and start afire.
Thekidsoohed and aahed ashedid
it.

Itisthesameway withtheir guns,
he said; a spark caused when the
metal and flint connect setsaround
off. Hedemonstrated thespark with-
out any ammunitioninthegun.

Mr. Correy saidtheir groupisfor-
tunatetoincludeactual descendants
fromMr. Clark and other menonthe
original expedition.

Last year, said Mr. Correy, he
spent 110 days on the river. They
stay intentsalong theway or sleep
inthe boats.

He said he hasabear skinrug he
laysout onthefloor of the boat and
then he puts awool blanket on top
of him.

Thekids asked Mr. Correy what
they ate. A lot of times, hesaid, there
isakettleonthefirewith stew made

* Schoolsmay get new
heater and windows

(Continued from Page 1A)
“that is not conducive to learning.
Thatisall weshouldbeabout, learn-
ingandmakingitabetter, easier pro-
cessfor thekids.”

Mr. Glodt said the other big
project thissummer will bepossibly
working onwindowsat Oberlin El-
ementary School.

Since he has been in the district,
threeyears, hesaid, twowindowsat
the grade school have been blown
into classrooms. Thisisabig safety
issue, hesaid.

They are looking at new alumi-
num framed windows, he said, and
the board talked about reducing the
glassareaand puttingin moreinsu-
lation.

Mr. Glodt said the board will be
takingbidsonthereplacementwin-
dows.

Theprojectsatthegradeand high
schools will be paid for out of the
capital outlay fund, which can’'t be
used for salaries or operations.

Mr. Glodt said the ramps and
stairs have been moved from
Minneolatothenew building at the
ranch. He said they have contacted
contractorsto hook up the water in
the classroom and do some other
work.

Studentsat theranchwill beinthe
classroombeforetheend of theyear,
he said, adding that the improve-
mentstothebuildingarebeingpaid
for out of ranch money.

out of deer, elf or buffalo. They
catch fish and sometimes others
bring themfish.

Mr. Correy said they havearule
ontheriverthat if anyonewavesthe
American flag at them, they will
shoot off their cannon. Two hundred
years ago, he said, the flag had 15
starsand 15 stripes. Heand hiswife
held up aflag resembling the one of
the period.

Before closing the program, Mr.
Correy put on his coat and hat to
show thekidsthe full military uni-
form. Mrs. Correy talked about a
woman’ soutfit.

AT THE GRADE SCHOOL last Tuesday, Neal Correy lookedlike200yearsago,inthetimeof Lewisand Clark,with
(above) demonstrated to studentshow hepreparedhisgunto only 15 starsand 15 stripes.
— Herald staff photos by Kimberly Davis
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* Heat
priced
high

(Continued from Page 1A)
lowsthat way.

The firm has officesin Colby,
Atwood, HoxieandHays, but notin
Oberlin.

“We are alwayswilling to try to
work out a payment plan with
people,” hesaid.

There is also the Low-Income
Energy Assistance Program
through the Department of Social
and Rehabilitation Services, andthe
Red Crosshassomemoney for heat-
ingbills. Peoplecanget applications
for the Red Cross on-line or at &
Midwest office.

The main thing, he said, that
people need to do isto make some
kind of payment onthebillstoavoid
being shut off.

Mr.Helmsaid hedoesn’t foresee
achange in natural gas prices, al-
thoughthey may dropslightly inthe
summer. New power plants gener-
ate electricity by burning natural
gas. Inthe past, he said, the natural
gas companies have been able tc
build up areserve in the summer
whichhelpedkeep priceslowinthe
winter. Thereisvery little reserve
now, he said, so demand forcesthe
priceup.

Customers might want to think
about doing somemorewinterizing
around their homes, he said. As
spring arrives, people should con-
tinuetotightenupwindowsor doors
tostopairinfiltration

Tricks
tolight dage

Lazer Vaudevillewill perform at
3p.m. on Sunday at the Colby High
School Auditorium.

Thefirst 15 minutesarein black
light, and no latecomerswill be ad-
mitted duringthat segment. Theau-
dience will view tricks with laser
beams, aneon cowboy kickingupe
[umi nescent rope-spinning display,
andanescapefromastraight-jacket
by amember of the audience.

Theprogramissponsored by the
Western Plains Arts Association.
Admissionisby season passor at the
door, $10 for adults and $5 for stu-
dents.



