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Wherewill legidator sget
money for school budget™?

It seems certain the Kansas Legidatureis
goingto put another $400millionto half abil-
lion ayear into public schools over the next
few years.

Nooneseemstoknow how thestatewill pay
for this, beyond thefirst year. Revenue pro-
jections don’t show the state bringing in
enough to make ends meet, but then afew
years ago, the projections showed the state
having alot moremoney thanit actually got.
A rising tidemakesall thedifference.

Andwhiletheremay bealot of support for
increasingtheschool budget, it’ stheLegisla-
ture— not the courts— that needsto decide
how much and whereit comesfrom.

There is no ground swell among voters or
business peoplefor atax increase, no matter
the reason. The results of the last election
ought to convince people of that.

Relying on gambling expansion to finance
schoolsis abad idea, bad because gambling
isdestructive, and bad becauseit’ snot areli-
able source of money.

There' sjust something repul siveabout pay-
ingforkids educationwithsintaxes, any way
youdliceit.

So the Legislature, faced with a Supreme
Court order to come up with more money be-
foreit goeshome, needsto shift around exist-
ing dollars and new income from a growing
economy to find the money for schools. It's
not going to be easy.

Thememberswill haveto keepinmind, as
Chancellor Robert Hemmenway at the Uni-

versity of Kansassays, thatit makeslittlesense
to educate kids through high school and not
provide adecent higher education.

Kansascollegeshavebeen starving thelast
few yearsaspublic schoolsand welfaresoaks
up every available dollar from the state bud-
get.

Nor cantheL egislatureexpecttotakemuch
out of the highway fund, |est the state default
onitspromisesunder the 10-year transporta-
tion plan.

The devilsin the works, it seems, include
social programs, from public assistance to
help for the disabled, Medicaid and welfare.
These programs have grown uncontrollably
during the recession. Even today, they show
little sign of slacking off, and many are con-
sidered“ entitlements,” which the state hasto
pay for whether it hasthe money or not.

Special-interest groups keep pushing for
more money for these programs, and at even
ahint of cuts, they organize demonstrations
infront of the Statehouse. It shard to befirm
with peopleinwheelchairs. It looks mean.

TheL egidatorswill havetobalanceall that
out and do the best they can. That may not be
good enoughfor thecourts, but then, thecourts
haveno power toraisetaxes. Atleast, wehope
they don’t.

Thebestwecanhopeforisthat theeconomy
will keepimproving andthere’ || bemoney to
cover all thebases. If not, thereisnothingwrit
in stonethat saysthe state government hasto
grow every year. —Seve Haynes

Wet weather greensthmgsup

I know, | know. It’ sstill February.

Even so, the wet weather last
week |eft the grasswith just the ti-
niest tinge of green.

In the front yard, jonquil leaves
arepushing upwherethesun shines
most.

Irisplantsthat |ooked brown and
desolate last week are peaked and
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perking up.

Outinthecountry,thewhesatisn’t
exactly growing, butit’ snot exactly
asleep, either. It’s greener and
cleaner than just afew daysago.

Out in the country, springs are
flowing and creeks that have been
dry for ayear fill with water.

The crack of thebat isin theair,
in Arizonaand Floridaif not onthe
street. Not yet.

Pitchers and catchers spent the
weekend working out. Position
players should be due in camp by
today.

Spring training isin the air, and
we' ve survived another winter.

I know. I know.

Itain't over yet.

Depending onhow youreckonit,
winter has another week to go. Or
four. Theforecast isnasty.

It's common to hear people say
that spring begins “officially” on
March 20, thespring equinox. (I' ve
never figured out who madeit “ of -
ficial,” but that’s the term people
use.)

That's when day and night are
equal, as the earth makes its way
once more around the sun. But the
equinox haslittletodowithwegther,
not directly at least. Meteorol ogist
will tell you that theweather at this

latitude usually starts to change
about March 1, so the beginning of
the month really marksthe start of
spring weather.

That’ snext week.

Fact is, March days should aver-
age about 5 to 10 degrees warmer
than February, and it just gets bet-
ter fromthere,

After the equinox, nightswill be
shorter than days. The advent of
Daylight Saving Time will be just
right around the corner in April.
Alongwiththestart of basebal | sea-
son.

Andby theendof March,we'll all
bemowing thelawn.

| can't wait. Really.

| missyardwork. | missmowing,
whichprovidesacertainsatisfaction
aswell asameasure of needed ex-

ercise. Shovelingsnowisjust apoor
substitute, and besides, wedon't get
all that much snow.

Oh, there will be more cold
weather. Weoftenget moresnowin
thespringthaninall our winter.

AndMarchistospringasNovem-
ber isto fal, which isto say more
likewinter than summer.

But longer days and growing
flowers bring hope, hopefor green
lawns and sunny days and golden
wheat.

We need that hope. | think most
of us, farmersandcity folk alike, just
survivewinter. It’ satimefor fam-
ily and reflection, dreaming about
sunny beachesand sparking slopes,
but not usually that much fun.

All that’ sabout to change.

And not amoment too soon.

Honor Roll

Welcome and thanksto thesere-
cent subscriberstoTheOberlinHer-
ald:

Richard A. Barrett, Glendora,
Calif.; Evan Jorn, Tampa, Fla,;
KeithShaw, Tallahassee, Fla.; Mary

Bradley, Hollister, Okla.; Skyler
Tacchini, Avon, N.Y.; Dr. Ky
Dehlinger, Portland, Ore.; Kathy
Bergkamp, San Antonio, Texas;
Teffani Zadeh, Chicago, Ill.; and
Jesse Rummel, Glenwood, Ariz.
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REMEMBER
CORPORAL EICHELBERGERD
HE WAS RUN OVER
BY ON& OF OUR TANKS
DURING COMBAT IN IRAQ

BACK IN "0%.

1 GUESS
THEY'D PREFER
HE'D BEEN RUN OVER
BY AN JRAGY TANK.

5,
T Maniarran Mergugy

WASN'T  \
HE FROM

GOMEWHER IN
KANGAS D

THE MARINES
AWARDED HIM
A PURPLE HEART...
BUT THEN
TOOK 1T BACK,

1F ANYTHING
RAPPENS TO Me,
MAKE SURE
1T LOOKS LIKe
INSURGENTS
DIDIT.

Momsthegluethat bmdsoc:le:y

After much thought and soul
searching, I’ vedeci ded that stay-at-
home momsarethe gluethat holds
thiscountry together.

I've always been a working
woman. | quitmy jobjust beforemy
first childwasborn, but by thetime
she was 2 weeks old, | was on the
phonetomy oldboss, beggingtobe
taken back.

| hate housework, I'm no expert
onchildrearingand I’m no good at
clubsand groups.

But looking around, | seedozens
of mothers taking care of their
young children and volunteering
their timeto helptheLittleLeague,
PTA, Cub Scoutsand other groups.

I’m not saying that there aren’t
lots of working moms doing the
samethings. But, let’ sfaceit, by the
time you get the husband and kids
ready for theday, putin8hoursat a
joband get hometofix supper, help
with homework, throw in aload of
laundry anddothedishes, youdon't
havemuchtimeor energy for other
projects.

We visited Steve's sister and
brother-in-law last week, and |
started to realize how much she
does.

BarbisSteve' smuchyoungersis-
ter. She lived with us for several
years and she seems more like my
sister or one of my older children
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thananin-law.

A smart, good looking woman,
she has a master’s degree in city
planning and hadworkedfor several
townsintheKansasCity area. Then
her husband got ajob in their old
hometown.

I nstead of getting another job, she
turned her time and energiesinto
raising her son and doing volunteer
work.

She' sthe secretary of adog res-
cue group and drives hundreds of
miles every month or so to pick up
or deliver Hungarianvizsla, abreed
about the size of apointer, but with
the lean looks of a greyhound and
the dark red of an Irish setter. Be-
sides finding new homes for dis-
placed dogs, she keepsthem for up
tothreeor four monthsaddingthem
to her menagerieof threeindoor and
countless outdoor cats, two vizslas
of her own and fiveto eight horses.

She' s the president of the Lake

Kahola Homeowners Association,
havinginherited half of her parents
cabin at the lake. With her know!-
edgeof planning and development,
she keeps folks from building ga-
rages on the public right-of-way or
somebody el se' sland and other such
nonsense. It doesn’t make her too
popular sometimes, but she just
keepsworkingtomakethingsright.

She’s amember of the parent-
teacher group, and when we were
visiting, she had designed, copied
andwasmailing1,800flyersfor the
school carnival.

| realizedthat sheand hundredsof
others like her are keeping things
goingacrossthecountry, volunteer-
ingtheirtimetoguidechildren, pro-
tect animals, enforce the rules anc
bakethecookies.

Thanks, Barb, andall you stay-at-
homemoms, whojust never seemto
spendthat muchtimeat home. Y ou
all keep usglued together.

Thereisnoplacelikehome

We'rehome, we' rehome, we're
home! Just like Herman Munster
says, “We' rehome.”

After kind of arocky start getting
ontheroad, what withforgetting our
money, etc., therest of thetripwent
quitewell. Infact, wefinishedbuild-
ing our housein Mexico in aimost
recordtimeandreturnedaday early.

We weren't trying to set any
records; it’sjust that we had an ex-
ceptionally good work crew and
werebuildingasmall house. I1ttook
about 14 hours to finish, complete
with windows, wiring, insulation,
roofing, stucco, adoor, sheet rock,
front step, taping and paint.

If any of you get to seepicturesof
our trip, | need to explain about the
paint. It's what might be called
“BarbieDoll Pink.” But, itwasfree,
sowe' renot complaining.

Forthelasttwoyears, | havegone
toour local homestoreand asked if
they had any “oopsy” paint. You
know, paint that has been mixed,
thenthebuyer decideditwasnotthe
right color and rejected it. Luckily
for us, they did have some and of -
fered it to us with no strings at-
tached.

Last year, | think the paint was
blue. This year it was bright pink
(which we lightened a little with
somewhite).

Still, the two rooms of the new
house we built for alady named
Sylvia and her husband (who we

Out Back
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weretold wasaway working), their
two children, a son Luis, who was
bornwith adisability andisunable
towalk, andtheir daughter America,
aprecious little 2-year-old, are
bright, cheery, safeand secure.

Thiswasthe 12th housewehave
worked on, and | cried at thisdedi-
cation just like | did at the first.
Sylvia shed big tears of joy and
gratitudeandtoldus, throughanin-
terpreter, shewould never forget us.

Wewon't forget her, nor will we
forget thenew friendswemadefrom
Lamar, Colo. Leeand Corinaarea
Hispanic couple who have built a
successful construction business
through sheer hard work and deter-
mination. Likealot of us, they felta
need to “ give back aportion of the
abundancewithwhichwehavebeen
blessed.” Both bilingual, they were
terrific translators aswell asteam-
mates.

As aspecial treat for one of our
eveningmeals, Cori prepared*real”
burritoswith her special homemade

tortillas, filling and salsa. It was

wonderful. Jim poured the salsaon

thick. As he ate with delight, Lee

said, “You're the first white man

I'veseenabletoeatitlikethat.”
—ob—

Did you hear what the little boy
said when the power went out at his
school and the cafeteria staff
couldn’t prepare ahot meal, so hao
toservepeanut butter andjelly sand-
wichesinstead?

“Finally! A home-cooked meal.”

(From theBibI@
\__ J

For thou desirest not sacri-
fice; elsewould | giveit: thou
delightest not in burnt offer-
ing. Thesacrificesof God are
abroken spirit: abrokenanda
contrite heart, O God, thou
wilt not despise.

Psalm51: 16, 17

Reader wantsmoreschool news
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

Amento Mr. Nedland’sletter in
the paper this past week. We have
awaysthought thingsthat aregoing
oninand around Oberlin should be
first and foremost in your paper,
suchasall school activities, not just
sports.

| do not have a problem with
sports, but so many other good
thingshappenintheschoolssuchas
Scholars Bowl and forensics, and
many musi cactivitiesnever seemto
get your attention. I, like Mr.

Nedland, do not careif they areac-
tion shots, posed or grouped.

| also would read about
everyone' skidswithasmuchinter-
est asl dowhenit’ sabout oneof my
own. | also have not gotten com-
pletely over the personal attack on
my granddaughter Allie, but thisis
not a letter because of it. | think

people that are natives of Oberlin
that takeyour paper would alsolike
toknow whatisgoingon, and view-
ing picturesof thingsthey mightre-
member, and memoriesof thegood
ol’ Decatur Community High
School days.
Judy Goltl
Hill City

(

Write

The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
public interest. Letters should be
brief, clear and to the point. They
must besigned and carry theaddress
and phone number of the author.

Mail lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave,,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail

to obherald@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous
letters. We sign our opinions and
expect readersto do likewise.

Wedo not publishformlettersor
letters about topics which do not
pertain to our area. Thank-yous
from this area should be submitted

tothe Want Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but
will beread and edited for formanc
style, clarity, length and legality.
Wewill not publish attacks on pri-
vate individuals or businesses
which do not pertainto apublicis-
sue.



