Commiss

onerssay

notoovertimework

Decatur County commissioners
agreed last Tuesday that afull-time
employeefrom another department
can’t work part time for dispatch
because they would have to pay
overtime.

Chief Dispatcher JeannePachner
told commissionersshewashaving
a hard time filling the dispatch
schedule and wanted to know if
Undersheriff Michael Frenchcould
fill some spots.

County Attorney Steve Hirsch
said it would. He talked with Ms.
Pachner and they agreed that afull-
time person can’t be used for addi-
tional work without paying the per-
son overtime.

Commissioner Patricia Glenn
said she got acall last week from
Custodian Bob Berls, who said the
hot water heater had died. Mrs.
Glenn said shetold him it was OK
to replaceit. The heater wasputin
by Hansen’ sPlumbingand Heating.

The commissioners ratified the

County
Roundup

At their meeting last Tuesday,
Decatur County commissioners:

+Talked alittle about charging for
ambulance standbys, although
they didn’t make any decisions.
Story on Page 10A.

* Discussed whether full-time
employees in another department
canfillin dispatch. Story to left.

purchase.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

* Heard Road and Bridge Super-
visor Tim Stallman ask themto ap-
provebidding and purchase of four
gravel-trailer tiresthat will cost over
$500.

 Scheduled a meeting for the
Road Addressing Committee at
1:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 22.

Nobody attends

city water

No citizens showed up Monday
whentheOberlin City Council held
aspecia hearingrequiredfor agrant
from the U.S. Department of Agri-
culturetore-drill well No. 12 east of
town.

Thaniel Monaco, engineer with
Miller and Associates, ssidhehasn’t
heard anything new on the project
but thought the hearing wasthelast
requirement the city had to meet
other thangettinginformationtothe
Rural Devel opment agency.

City Administrator Gary Shike

saidthat thecouncil authorized him
and Mayor Ken Shobe to sign the
needed paperwork at ameeting in
January. Thepublichearing, hesaid,
was one of the conditionsfor grant
money.

Sincetherewasno oneintheau-
dience, after 10 minutesthecouncil
adjourned the meeting.

Mr.Monacosaid hehadreceived
an archeological study for theland
southeast of town where the waste
water treatment plant will bebuilt.
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An afternoon story

WEARI NG H ERCRAZY HAT, TlffanyAnderson read noon. Studentswore crazy hatsto school M onday tohelp
in the Oberlin Elementary School library Monday after- kick off Reading Week. — Herald staff photo by Kimberly Davis
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\Women haveserved at hospital and center for 30yearseach

Four women have been recog-
nized for 30 years of service to
health carein Decatur County.

JoanLarue, DonnaEskew, Linda
Stanley and CarolineJacobsall have
worked at thehospital or Cedar Liv-
ing Center for the past 30 years. At
an employee dinner in January the
women were recoghized for their
serviceand each received clocks.

Hospital Administrator Lynn
Doeden said you don't seethelon-
gevity of staff intheworkplacevery
often anymore, but the hospital has
anumber of employees who have
worked therefor anumber of years
through the good and the bad. She
saidit hel psbecauseit meanspeople
aren’tchangingjobsalot, thereisn’t
ahuge shortage of workersand the
hospital doesn’t haveto go out and
look for people.

Each woman has had a different
experience at the facility, but all
have enjoyed their jobs.

Mrs. Eskew isthefloor nurse su-
pervisor at Cedar Living Center. She
said shehasawaysbeenacaregiver,
from raising her kidsto nursing.

She said she worked for eight
yearsasanurse aide at the Decatur
County Good Samaritan Center.
After her children were in high
school, shewent to school at Colby
Community College to become a
registered nurse.

Her grandmother had been a
nurse, Mrs. Eskew said, and shewas
alwaysinterestedintheprofession.

Thejobhaschanged considerably
inthelast 30 years, shesaid, andit
is more detailed now. There are
many moreregulationsand eachone
hasto befollowed.

‘01 Chevy S-10, 128k, 4 cyl,

‘95 Chrysler Concord,

117k, Auto, Pwr wind/locks. .

Mrs. Eskew said she hasworked
atthecenter sinceitopened. Shesaid
she has always liked older people.
Growing up, she had three great-
grandparentswho she adored.

She has lived in Oberlin since
1966. Sheand her husband Tomhad
six children, Bev Reiter, Jo Larson
and Bruce and David Eskew, who
liveinOberlin; DennisEskew, who
livesinWashington state; and Rob-
ert Eskew, who livesin McCook.
Shesaid they haveeight grandchil-
dren and fivegreat-grandkids.

Mrs. Jacobsisastaff nursework-
ing primarily at the hospital. Al-
thoughnot originally fromhere, she
haslivedonafarmnear Dresdenfor
thelast 49 years.

She said she was always inter-
ested in nursing, but didn't go to
school right after graduation. In-
stead, shesaid, shehadafamilyfirst,
then went to school at Colby Com-
munity College.

Mrs. Jacobs also said thejob has
changed since she started. Thereis
morepaperwork andit seemspeople
aremoreacutelyill today. Thereare
also more intravenous injections
thesedays.

Mrs. Jacobs and her husband
Hermanhavefivechildren, Ronald,
who farms near Dresden; Cheri, a
physical therapistin Oakley; Todd,
who farms near Dresden; Loren,
who worksfor aphonecompany in
Colby; and Anna, a home health
nurse and health supervisor in Ne-
braska.

Thecouplehas12grandchildren.

Mrs. Larue is the material man-
agement manager, whichmeansshe
isinchargeof purchasing, receiving

Auto

................................. $2,643

‘98 Ford Windstar GL, 103K. .....ccocovvvrvvrrnennne. $3,978

‘85 Chevy 1500 4x4, New Motor--Sharp
‘89 Mercury Cougar, 323,

‘97 Ford Aspire,
‘85 GMC Jimmy 4x4,
‘90 Mitsubishi Eclipse,

$1,985
4 cyl., auto. ............ $ 599
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FOUR WOM EN were recognized in January for 30 years of service each at the Decatur
County Hospital and Cedar Living Center: (from left) Caroline Jacobs, Linda Stanley, Joan
Larueand DonnaEskew. They received clocksat an employee banquet.

andissuingsupplied, andinventory
control.

Thirty years ago, she said, she
started at Cedar Living Center after
shehadtakenacoupleof nurseaide
classes. She said her husband Ber-
nard was an only child, so she had
decided she would talk care of his
parentsintheir old age. Shesaidshe
wasgoing to get somepractical ex-
perience at the center and work for

ayear.
Fourteenmonthsintothejob, she
said, shewas asked to take the cen-
tral sterile aide position. That
evolvedinto thejob shehhasnow.
Thingshave changed alot. Back
then, the staff used to sterilize wa-
ter, and now they buy it that way.
Increasing regulations make
things different. So does the
economy, she said, and changesin

— Photo by Othelia Vacura

the community. The area has been
through toughtimes, and the hospi-
tal had to make changes. Thefacil-
ity isviable, shesaid, becausethere
aregoodemployeeswhoreally care.
Thereisastrongboardthat hasbeen
proactive. They look at the trends
and keep the equipment up to date.
Thosethingshavehelpedbringinan
excellent staff. She said the hospi-
tal also has had the support of the

community.

Mrs. Larue said sheisn’t from
Oberlinbut haslived herethel ast 5C
years.

Although she is thinking about
retirement in June, shesaid shestill
enjoysher job.

She and her husband have two
children, Charlene Weber, wha
livesinEllis, and BruceL arue, who
liveshere. They also havefour liv-
ing grandchildren.

Mrs. Laruesaidthey try totakein
asmany of thegrandkids' activities
aspossible.

Mrs. Stanley is a staff nurse anc
works on the floor at the hospital,
taking care of patients.

She said she knew when shewas
youngthat shewantedtobeanurse,
although she doesn’t know if that
was because of illnessesof her par-
entsor not.

Mrs. Stanley attended Stormont-
Vail Hospital School of Nursingin
Topeka. She said she went on &
scholarshipand part of thedeal was
that shewould come back here anc
work for ayear, which shedid.

Mrs. Stanley grew up south of
Jennings and went to school there.

IN1974, sheand her husband John
moved here. The couple has four
children: Chad of Denver; Chande
Fleckenstein of Sterling; Chaylene
Kriegh of St. Francisand Christing
Greenof Jennings. They haveseven
grandchildren.

Shesaid sheenjoysworkingina
small-townhospital instead of abig
one. Overtheyears, shesaid, shehas
had the chanceto experience every
aspect of nursing here and has
learned alot inthisrural setting.

Soin Heartland “Cours
for the Musical

“Beehive”

Country Dinner Playhouse
Denver, CO

Saturday, April 16, 2004
$89 per person
departs -

Includes deluxe motorcoach transportation,
Dinner, theater performance of

“Beehive”

Enjoy such favorites as “You Don’t have to Say You
Love Me,” “My Boyfriend’s Back,” “Where the
Boys Are,” “The Beat Goes On,” “Will You Still

Love Me Tomorrow” plus many, many more!

For a reservation call:

Heartland Tours & Travel
1-800-488-3509

Reservation deadline - March 10
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$60 Donation admits two (2] people

Saruroay, Marcs 19, 2005

Fon more iNFoRmATION caL TBD-899-3641

Dinner &

6:00 p.m. MT




