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READING TO YOUNGSTERSat Oberlin Elementary School on Thurs-  fun. Listening were Aaron Cressler (center) and Logan Berry (top hat). Stu-
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day, Officer Scott Zeigler (above) put onhisbest hat for aday of readingand  dentslike M adison Monaco (below) dressed up and got their lunchin asack.

brown paper sackssittingon
thelunch counter at Oberlin
Elementary School.

Normally lunch is served on a
tray, but Thursday, thestudentseach
got a sack lunch so that they could
gototheMad Hatter’ sPicnic.

Thestudentsdidn’t havetotravel
very far from the lunch room, just
downthehall tothegym. Still, itwas
apicnic. Blankets were spread out
on the floor for the kids to sit on.
About the only thing missing were
theants.

Eachclasshaditsownpicnicsite.
At each area sat a volunteer from
outsidethe school toread thekidsa
story whilethey ate.

Last week was Read Across
America Week, sponsored by the
teachersunion, theNational Educa-
tion Association, said Principal
DuaneDorshorst. Thisyear’ stheme

I ittlehandsreached out for the

at thegrade school was* Readingis
Whereit'sHat.”

Mr. Dorshorst said students and
teachers got to wear crazy hats all
week, and they chose the theme
fromthat.

Teacher Cheryl Soderlund lined
upvolunteerstocomeinandreadto
thekidsfor the picnic. Each had to
wear ahat relatedtotheir field. Gary
Anderson, owner of the LandMark
Inn, donned a chef’s hat. Farmer
Dan Wasson had a cowboy hat,
while Police Chief Wade L ockhart
and Officer Scott Zeigler wore ball
capswith POLICE onthefront, and
Dr. Elizabeth Sliter wasin asurgi-
cal cap. The picnic was just one of
the activitiesduring theweek.

Mr. Dorshorst said the goal was
for thekidsto read for 1,000 hours.
By Friday, they had actually read
1,040 hours, both in school and at
home.

ats top fun
at elementary

On Monday, the Red Hat ladies
came in to help kick the week off,
and several came back for the last
activity on Friday.

Last Wednesday, the kids had &
hat parade showing off their crazy
headgear.

Afterthepicnicon Thursday, the
third gradersreadtobusinesspeople
downtown.

Throughout the week, members
from National Honor Society,
TACT and Kayettes from the high
school went to the grade school tc
either read or listentokidsreading.

Thestudentsal so read at hometc
parents, or ontheir own, andthenthe
parents could sign off on their
sheets.

“Wefeel that it isimportant to
show thekidsthat readingisthekey
to successin any area,” said Mr.
Dorshorst. “Itishardtohavesuccess
inany field without reading.”

HELPING WITH READING DAY, school board member Dan Wasson (above) donned
hiscowboy hat while SierralLohoefener (1eft) went for amorefuzzy style.



