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Schoolswant moremoney,
but dovoter swant topay?

Elsewhereonthe page, you'll find an argu-
ment for atax increase to keep Kansas gov-

ernment growing.

Theesteemed EmersonLynn Jr. of thelola
Register arguesthat Kansashavethefinancial
fixit'sintoday if only the Legislature hadn’t
cut taxesall through the 1990s.

Mr. Lynnisthe dean of Kansaseditorsand
perhaps the state’s finest editorialist. He
makes his point with eloguence. A reader
asked if we would reprint his piece, and we
have. Hedoesnot reach thesameconclusions
wedo, but then, theright answer to any ques-
tion often depends on your viewpoint.

Thereislittledoubt that the L egislaturewill
put moremoney into school sthisyear, maybe
asmuch asthe $455 million Senate proposal,,
in an effort to appease the courts and school
districtsthat feel slighted by the state financ-

ing formula.

Thereisalimit to how much the state can
pay, though, without raising taxes, and there
isnosignthat Kansastaxpayerswant or would

approvethat.

Timesaretoughinthisstate. After fiveyears
of drought and recession, small businessesare
on their knees. The economic “recovery”

movesat asnail’ space.

State government has felt the recession as
hard as anyone. Income hasn’t met expecta-
tionsfor years, and budgets have been tight.
Schoolsknow they canexpect littlehelpfrom

astrapped state.

In our view, the state, and Kansas schoolss,
need to make do with what they have, just as

doing.

Thereisnosignof acrisisineducation, other

than the artificial crisis created by alawsuit

challenging the state' s school funding for-
mula. In that case, the plaintiffswere school
districts that failed to get what they wanted

from the Legislature, and so turned to the

courts.

But across the state, test scores are high.
Kansas students are learning and schoolsare
improving, despite the budget crunch.

It s true, in the 1990s, the state did slash
taxes. It didwhat government shoulddowhen
it getstoo muchmoney: givesomeback tothe
peoplewho earnedit.

Criestoboost theschool budget beliethefact
that state spending has increased every year
for 40 years except one. Over that time, the Education Committee produced a
budget hasgrownfrom $526.5millionin 1966

to a projected $11.268 billion next year, an

astounding 21 timesgrowth.
Adjusted for inflation, today’ s budget still  education and poor children.
isnearly four timesthe 1966 version. Why?
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| egidatureavoidingtheneed

toraisetaxesfor school formula

By EMERSONLYNNJR.
ThelolaRegister
Last Tuesday, the K ansas Senate

plantoraisespending onthestate’ s
publicschoolsby $455millionover
the next three years, which would
include hikesfor bilingual, special

If passed, it would become the

Schools. Welfare. New programsandagen-  |&9estincreasesincethestatetook

cies. But mostly schoolsand welfare.
ments, and if you listen to some people, the made by the Supreme Court to

growthwill continue.

cation, only acrisisinthecourts.

Kansas businesses and taxpayers have been

New homecomeswith chicks

Herewegoagain, backinMexico
to build another house.

It was a short turn-around this
time, only twoweeksbetweentrips.
Wedidn’t meanforittohappenthis
way; it just did.

Actually we read the calendar
wrong. Lastyear, whenthearrange-
mentswerebeing made, wethought
itwasthe 17th of March. Instead, it
wasthe 7th.

We arrived in El Paso early
enough Saturday evening that we
decided to crossthe border and try
to find this beautiful Mexican res-
taurant wehad eaten at oncebefore.
| wouldnever try thisal one, because
| get turned around in downtown
Juarez, but Jim always seems to
know whereheisand droveusright
toit.

The manager remembered us
fromthelasttimewewerethereand
wasthemost gracioushost. Theser-
vice was impeccable and the food
out of thisworld. | had scallopsand
Jim had bacon-wrapped, stuffed
shrimp. For dessert, we shared a
pieceof chocolateflan with coffee.

If you ever get achanceto eat in
Juarez, we recommend Los Arcos.
Besuretotell Esteban“Hola’ from
us.

I’mnot sureif | should advertise
thisor not, but | usually operateun-
der thetheory that it’ seasier to get
forgivenessthanitisto get permis-
sion, so heregoes.

For sometimenow wehavebeen
talking about giving something to
the families that would help them
providefor themselvesinthefuture.

—SeveHaynes

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts

~

cplotts@nwkansas.com
J

But what?

Jim hit on the idea of aflock of
chickens. It seemed liketheperfect
solution. Baby chickswouldbeeasy
totransport. Throwinasack of feed
to get them started and a family
could have an ongoing source of
food and eventually even money if
they had asurplusof eggsto sell.

That ishow we happento havea
box containing eight little chicks
riding in the back seat during this
800-miletrip. Not only didwehave
“potty breaks’ for ourselves, but we

hadtomakesurethechickswerefed
andwateredregularly. They seemto
bemanagingfineand I’ msurethey
will beawelcomeregal o (gift) tothe
family.

It’ stimeto shut thisdownand get
some sleep. | just found myself
asleep at thekeyboard of my laptop.
Weneedtobeupearly tomorrow for
church. After that, we' retaking our
missionary friend, Amy, out to
lunchbeforewemeettheteamwe'll
beworking with thisweek.

Until nextweek, “Hastalavista.”
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over school financein 1992.
The Senate plan appearsto bean

spend more on K-12 and distribute

Thevoters, though, arefedup. They elected  thefundsmorefairly.
more conservatives to the Legislature last
year, notmorespenders. They havenousefor  there, perhapsthefirstyear couldbe
atax increase. They don’t seeacrisisinedu- funded from existing money by

Asit stands, however, it doesn’t
passmuster becausethemoneyisn’t

strippingthetreasury of itsreserves

And itistheir money. Let'sseeif they are andripping fundsaway from other
convinced schoolsreally need atax increase.

areasthat don’t haveenough politi-
cal clout to protect their budgets.

Sponsorssay privately they know
that tax increases would be neces-
sary for yearstwo and three— and
maybe this year, too. They aren’t
ready, however, to say which taxes
should be increased or by how
much.

The Senate plan is even richer
thantheoneGov. K athleen Sebelius
proposed last year. She asked for
$310 million over threeyears. The
difference, however, isthat sherec-
ognizedthatincreased spending re-
quired increased income and pro-
posed higher sales, income and

property taxestopay forit. Theplan
was rejected by the Legislature
without seriousdebate, not because
itwasabadidea, but becauseitwas
aSebeliusidea.

This sequence of eventsleadsto
only one conclusion: Thisyear's
Republican-dominated Legidlature
istrying every trick in the book to
avoid raising taxes for schools be-
cause doing so would benefit the
governor politically.

Republican leaders seem to be-
lievethat raisingtherevenueneeded
to provide Kansas studentswith an
adequate education would be seen
by votersasan admissionthat Gov.
Sebelius was right and they were
wrong. Todosowouldhelpherwin
re-electionnextyear, they tell them-
selves.

THEY ARE WRONG in every
way they could beon thisissue.

Thereasonthat Kansasisshort of
the money it needs for its public
schoolsisthat the Legislature cut
taxes sharply under Gov. Bill
Graveswhenthetreasury wasflush
duringtheboomyearsof the 1990s.
The statewide property tax, for ex-
ample, wass ashed from35millsto
20mills. Moreproperty tax wasl ost
whenthehomestead exemptionwas
increased. Still other exemptions
reduced stateincomefromthesales
tax. Steps to stimulate business
added further tax exemptions and
reductions.

The overall impact of tax cutsin
the 90sby now amountstobillions.

Theprimary reasonwhy statefund-
ing falls short of today’s public
school needsis that the state’ s tax
structure was severely weakeneo
during those eight years. It isunre-
alisticto arguethat those needs can
now bemet without restoring at least
someof theincomethat they, them:-
selves, stripped away.

Republicans may be aiming at
Gov. Sebdiuswiththeir no-tax-hike
rhetoric but the shotsbackfire. The
lawmakersincontrol comeacrossas
Scrooges willing to short-change
Kansasyoungsterstomakepoalitical
points. They also giveammunition
tocriticswho point to skyrocketing
local taxes and blame the Republi-
cansfor beggaring school districts,
citiesand counties so that they can
take credit with voters for holding
down statetaxes.

Kansans are brighter than that.
They know their schools are
underfunded. They know that the
property tax increases they face at
home are being forced on them by
state government’ s refusal to meet
stateresponsibilities.

Thebest campaign strategy Kan-
sas Republicans could follow for
2006 would betoforget theopposi-
tionandfocuson doingthebest jokb
they cantofulfill theresponsibilities
the state hasto its citizens. Provid-
ing atop-notch education to every
Kansas child remains at the top of
that list.

‘Eggs usuallyshowuponfloor

Stevesaysthat thecatsseeevery-
thing on tables, counters, shelves
and ledgesaseggs.

Hisreasoningisthat catsarehunt-
ers. In the wild, they are always
looking for something to eat, and
eggs are a good source of food for
small predators.

But, of course, eggscanbeaprob-
lem. Snakes just swallow them
wholeand somebirdstaketheminto
theair anddropthem. Catsand other
ground-dwelling predators need a
way to get past the hard shell to the
tasty insides.

Pushing them off high ground
workswell. Thisis especially use-
fulif the egg” isalready onaraised
surface, suchasatable, or counter.

So, hethinks, catswill shoveev-
ery movable item on the counter
over the edge. The pens, pencils,
paper clips, stapler, silverware, scis-
sors, rubber bands, small booksand
occasionally glassware all end up
onthefloor.

Except for the glassware, the
problemisminor and only requires
reachingdownand pickingthemup.

Buttherarebunch of flowersthat
findsitsway to our tableisin con-
stant peril of becoming floor decor.

| keep telling myself that thisis
good for me because:;

Leaning over to pick up all that
junk every day isgood exercise.

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

chaynes@nwkansas.com

~

J

Perhaps this will make me be
moreneat. (Ithasn’tworkedyet, but
| keep hoping.)

| never losepencilsor pensonmy
desk. | can aways find one on the
floor.

With four cats in the house, the
“eggs’ areawaysindanger.

Actually, I’'m only sure about
having threecats.

Molly Monster growls at every-
one and everything. She hates cats
and rules the roost. No “eggs’ get
past her. Besides, whenshesprawls
onanendtabl e, thetablequakesand
the contentscrash.

April Aliceprefersthecouchand
bed. She seldom spendsmuchtime
pushing stuff off thetables, but she
getsplenty of hair on my furniture.

Rupert, oneof my daughter’ scats
ontemporary loanto us, isthe soft-
est, grayest cat youcanimagine. She
isalsotheworst about gettingup on
thekitchen counter. Catsarenot al-

lowed on my counters, and my two
know that. They are good about
staying off the counter, if nowhere
else. Rupert, however, seems tc
think that my food should be her
food, and sheundoubtedly believes
thereare“eggs’ onthose counters.

Then thereis Jezebel. At leadt, |
think we have acat named Jezebel.
Jezisshy. Sheisseldom seen out of
thebasement, whereshehidesinthe
rafters.

I’m guessing that the “eggs’ on
the floor of the basement got there
withthe help of Miss Jez, though.

Thesad part of thiswholestory is
that if | really left an uncooked egg
sitting out on my table and the cats
knockedit off, they wouldn’ t know
what to do with it. They're all so
picky, they won't eat anything but
theScienceDietcatfood | buy at the
vet's,

Somuchfor my carnivorouslittle
predators.

Soldier saysthanksfor wordtolrag
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

Our church, friends, family,
Eagles Club, American Legion
Club, and somepeoplel don’'t even
know sent packages, letters, cards,
and e-mailsto me whilel wasin
Irag.

The support our troops receive
overseas helps us stay focused on
why wearethere.

It iswonderful to livein such a
great placelike Norcatur.

God bless America, and all of
youl.

Cpl. Russall James,

U.S. MarineCorps

1702 W. Valley Park Drive,
Apt.C

Augusta, Ga. 309

Cpl. James returned recently
from a three-month tour in Iraq,
whereheservedasalinguist for the
Marine Corps.

Hespeakstwodialectsof Arabic,
and plansto returnto school inthe

fall for amaster’ sdegreeinforeign
languages.

A2000graduateof Decatur Comt
munity High School, heistheson of
Larryand Terri (Stapl eton) James,
Norcatur.

:From theBible

A merry heart doethgoodlike

amedicine: but abrokenspirit

drieth the bones.
Proverbs17:22




