THE OBERLIN HERALD O I I

SectionB

Meal site,
Golden Age
share space

By MARY LOU OLSON

Oberlin seniors say lifeis
better since the Golden Age
Center beganto providerec-
reation and aplaceto get to-
gether almost 30 years ago,
and later added a daily hot
lunch.

Senior citizenscanenjoy a
meal, thenjoinfriendstoplay
cards, add piecestoapuzzle,
stitchonagquilt or play agame
of pool at the center, 220 N.
PennAve.

Thecenter openedin 1976
inarented buildingacrossthe
street, now owned by Pauls
Funeral Home. Aleen Van
Vleet wasthe director.

Several years later, the
present building was pur-
chased with a federal grant

COLLECTING THE
MONEY formealsatthe
OberlinMead Sitefor the
past 12 years has been

teer drivers are Charlie
Corcoran, Pat Wurm, Dwight
Stateham and Gaylen Hunt-
ley.

Senior citizenswhowould
like to join the group for
mealsbut can’t drive should
call County Clerk Marilyn
Hornat 475-8102. For home
delivery, call Mrs. Zodrow at
475-3222. Reservations for
meals need to be called to
Mrs. Zodrow at the same
number by 1 p.m. theday be-
fore.

“We invite those 60 and
olderandtheir gueststocome
forthedaily lunchesMonday
through Friday,” she said.
“Homedeliveryisasoavail-
ableforthoseunabletoattend
dueto socia or physica dis-
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and matching money by
Decatur County.

Volunteers spent hours renovating the
building, the former Pepsi Cola Bottling
plant. A refrigerator, piano, coffee potsand
other itemswere donated.

Ayear|ater, adriveraised $10,000toreno-
vatethe40-by-70-foot back roomfor adance
hall and all-purposeroom. Amongvolunteer
laborers on that project were Kenneth Van
Vleet, Dale Gaines, Denzil Townsend, Bill
Stevens, Walter Zwickle, Fred Ploussard,
Glen Shipley, Elden Cody and Ival Kathka.

In November 1989, ameal site openedin
the back room with Julie Gallentine as man-
ager. Hot meals were delivered weekdays
from Atwoodto Oberlin by Frank Sawer, and
now L eannaA shford of Atwood bringsthem.

Wesley and Eulaine Bendaare among se-
niorsregularsat themeal site.

“Itisreally specia and really great to get
outwithpeople,” Mrs.Bendasaid, “ plusthere
isno cooking, nodishesand nowaiting.”

WilmaMay added, “ Themeal sarehot and
excellent, and Wesley entertainsuswith his
humor. Our favoriteistheoneheshared about
thetimethat neighborscalledEM Tswhenhe
was lying in the front yard puzzling how to
fix hiswatering system. Now, withatwinkle
in hiseye, he sayshekeepsmoving when he
isintheyard.”

Edna Mott said she comes mostly for the
social benefitsand to get out of the house.

Vivian Bishop, 95, hasbeen collectingthe
$2.25for thelunchesfor thepast 12 years.

Delores Zodrow became manager in June
1997, replacing EvelynHill. Volunteerswho
help serve include Lois Fredrickson, Pat
Wurm, Julie Gallentine, Mary Ann Amack,
Marian Franker, Beth Goltl, FlorineVernon,
EstellaWaldo, Alice Shirley, RosellaMeitl
and FayeMiller. SubstitutesarePatty Brown,
Kelva Swindler and Donna Lincoln. Edna
Mott and Floyd Edgett count the money and
takeittothebank, and MarionWenger cleans
up.

Lance L ohoefener said he has helped de-
liver mealsfor morethaneight years. Volun-

Vivian Bishop, 95.

abilities. We also welcome
those working who would
like to pick up ameal at noon. Those under
70 may also attend at a cost of $4.50 per
meal.”

Many stay for cardsand other activitiesin
the front room in the afternoon. Dorothy
M oore has been manager of the center since
October 2001. She said that although most
play pinochleand pitch, openbridgeissched-
uled on the last Thursday of the month.
Quilterswork ontheir projects, and proceeds
are used for improvements at the center. A
pool table, puzzles, books, and magazinesare
available and everyone enjoysthe monthly
birthday parties.

Improvements made with memorial
money and contributionshaveincluded cup-
boards, desk, tables, coat rack, magazineand
book racksand apiano.

Button collectors and the Oberlin Royal
Neighbors meet at the center once amonth.
Peoplecanusetheroomsfor family reunions,
anniversaries, birthday parties, garage sales
and alumni gatherings. The building is now
owned by the county.

Mrs. Van Vleet has been aregular card
player sincethe center opened.

“11ook forward every day tocomingtothe
center to play cards and visit with friends,”
shesaid.

“| just liketo play cards!” Dewaine Stapp
added.

DorisGilbert joined the group six months
ago and ridesthe county bus, since she does
not drive.

All senior citizensarewelcometoattenda
monthly potluck at 12:30 p.m. on the third
Sunday of the month.

The present board includes Barb Solko,
president; Mary Horney, secretary; Max
Carman, treasurer; and Henry Edgett, Elsie
Goodnight, Calvin Uffordand MyrnaJones.

An average of 40 meals are served daily,
but thereisplenty of roomfor all seniorswho
wouldliketojointhegroupfor lunch, aswell
asan afternoon of recreation.

For details, call Mrs. Zodrow or Mrs.
Mooreat 475-3222.
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SERVI .NG UPMEAL SattheOberlinMeal SiteonFriday wereEstellawaldo
(aboveleft) and director Delores Zodrow.Checking her cards during agameat
Golden AgeCenterwasMerleShirley, whosayssheenjoysmeetingwithfriends.

Staff photos
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eoﬁweekdays Shown(below, fromleft) areFl oy

Golden AgeCenter wasFayeMiller (above). Senior Edgett, Walt Meitl, Wesley and Eulaine Bendaano
citizensget ahot, nutriousmeal at theOberlinMeal EdnaMoatt.

by Kimberly Davis



