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Top teacher
speaksat school

Educator encourages students
tolook at education ascareer

By KAYDEELEITNER

TheKansas Teacher of the'Y ear,
Brett Potts, was in Oberlin last
week. Headdressed thefaculty dur-
ing its monthly late-start inservice
and then spoke to the student body
for afew minutesbefore hitting the
road again.

Mr. Pottsteachesscienceat Blue
Valley West High School in
Johnson County. Hehasbeenteach-
ing and coaching for 15 years.

Hiscolleaguesnominated himfor
Teacher of theY ear, and becausehe
saidhedidn’twanttolet hisfriends/
colleagues down, he filled out the
extensive application.

As part of hisresponsibilities as
Teacher of the Year, Mr. Potts has
been traveling across the state
speaking to schools and organiza-
tions.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt heard
Mr. Pottsspeak at anadministrators
conventionand arranged for himto
speak at Decatur Community High
School.

Whenhespoketotheteachers, he
gavethem afew assignments, such
as to write aletter to asignificant
teacher in their lives who inspired
themtogointoteachingandtokeep
a HABD file, which stands for
“Having aBad Day.” Hesaid that
teachers should keep all the notes,
letters, and pictures they receive
fromstudentsinafile, andthenpull

out that filewhen they arehaving a
bad day.

Healso askedtheteacherstodis-
cuss different issues among them-
selves about why they went into
teaching and what issues they are
facing now.

Hesaidthat eventhough Johnson
County may be the wealthiest dis-
trictinthestate, they arefacingsimi-
lar issues; they may havethemoney
for nice buildings and technology,
but not enough money for the gen-
eral budget and teacher salaries.

“Wearehavingtoletteachersgo
in Johnson County too,” hesaid.

Mr. Potts also talked about No
Child Left Behind, and though he
said most educators know that its
goalsareunattainable, alot of good
hascomefromthelaw, suchasgiv-
ing moreattentiontothosestudents
who scorelow.

The second half of his presenta-
tion to the faculty was called “Ev-
erything | Know about Teaching, |
learned from a Coach.” He ex-
plained his father was a coach and
some of his best teachers were
coaches. According to Mr. Potts,
teaching and coaching havealotin
common.

“Mr. Potts' speech was very ap-
propriatefor thistimeof year,” said
Principal CharlesHaag.

After theteacher in-service, Mr.
Pottsaddressedthestudent body. In

Junior high scholars
meet in Oberlin bowl

By SCOTT MILLER

Decatur Community High School
hosted a junior high scholar bowl
meet last Tuesday. Teams from
Oberlin, Hoxie, Norton, Golden
Pains, Colby, Goodland, Atwood,
Oakley and Cheylin competed.

The 7th grade team consisted of
Jessica Fredrickson, Hunter Ned-
land, Mary Olson, Gatlin Reichert,
Kira Meitl, Ashley Horton, and
AdriennePauls. They werecoached
by Gannon Reichert. The team
ended up with a2-6 record.

The eighth grade team included

Haley Barrett, Chris Larson,
Annamarie Larue, Farra Mc-
Chesney, AlyssaRippeand Nathan
Simonsson.

“The meet was a good opportu-
nity for the kids to compete,” said
Coach Marlene Moxter, who orga-
nized the meet.

MissMoxter would liketo thank
all of thepeoplethat helpedwiththe
tournament. Thejunior high schol-
arsendtheseasonMarch29withthe
leaguemest at Quinter. Thereisalso
acomputer bow! for senior andjun-
ior high scholarsin April.
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BRETT POTTS, KansasTeacher of theY ear, addressed the
student body about being ateacher. He encouraged the stu-
dentstoat | east consider theprofession. —Photo by Megan Barrett

his message, he encouraged stu-
dents to think about going into the
teaching profession. According to
Mr. Potts, many teacherswill bere-
tiringinthenextfiveyears, andthere
will beateacher shortage.

“Half of all teacherswill behired
within the next 10 years,” said Mr.
Potts.

Mr. Pottsexplainedthat heplayed
football at Pittsburgh State Univer-
sity and had nointention of being a
teacher.

“My parentswere both teachers,
and | didn’t want to go down that
road,” hesaid. “| started college as

a business major with dreams of
making alot of money.”

Hesoonrealizedhedidn’tlikehis
businessclasses, but hedid like his
biology class, so he eventually
switched majors.

“1 couldn’t picture myself going
toajob everyday that | didn’t like,
no matter how much money | was
making,” he said. “I have friends
who make alot more money than |
do, but they aren’t happy at their
jobs, but me, | lovemy job.”

He encouraged all students to
consider theteaching profession.

“Don’truleitout,” hesaid.

(" Voiceof Decatur Community High School

BytheDCH SDictator Staff
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Blg Kidsenjoy
Dr. SeussWeek

By M.J. DEMPEWOLF

Itwasn'tjustthegradeschool stu-
dentswho enjoyed Dr. SeussWeek
last week. Many high school stu-
dentsalsogotinonthefun.

High School students who were
involved included members of the
speechteam, TACT, Kayettes, and
the National Honor Society.

Members of National Honor So-
ciety worewildhatstoshow thekids
thatreadingis“ Wherelt' sHat,” the
themefor theweek. The honor stu-
dents read to the first, second, and
third graders, while a few other
members read to the kindergarten
and head start students.

“1 really enjoyed getting to read
and bewiththeyounger kids,” said
senior Megan Barrett.

The TACT membersread to the
fourth, fifth, andsixthgraders. They
read“Oh thePlacesYou'll Go” by
Dr. Seuss. Thenthey talkedwiththe
students about what TACT means
and what they do to promote a
healthy and drug-freelifestyle.

The Kayettes membersalso lis-
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Bull & Animal Sales

DICKINSON RANCH

33rd Production Sale
APRIL 1, 2005
at the ranch - N. Gorham, KS
SELLING: 110 Bulls

Simmental, SimAngus, solid Black &
no-dilute solid Red, Angus, Red Angus

SELLING 50 REG. SIMMENTAL
& ANGUS YEARLING FEMALES

These will be the thickest bulls
you will find. They are bred for
CE, growth, carcass and
fleshing ability. Last years sale
bulls avg. REA was 15.3

KIRK DICKINSON
1-888-603-Bull

The
Stamps

You Can’t Wait
to Get Your Hands On.
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* PRE-INKED (NO STAMP
PAD NEEDED)

* CLEANER, EASIER TO USE

» 50,000 IMPRESSIONS
BEFORE RE-INKING

* DOZENS OF MODELS

THE OBERLIN HERALD

170 S. Penn ¢ Oberlin, Kan.
785-475-2206

Don't Get Left Behind.........

Mustiruss

HED &GS
Mushrush - Beckton
Joint Sale
Thurs., Mar. 24, 2005
at the ranch near EImdale, KS
125 Bulls 80 Heifers

RED ANGUS
20 Age Advantage 2 yr. old bulls
55 Big, Stout 18 mo. Bulls
55 High Performing Yrling. Bulls
50 Fall Bred Heifers, Registered
& Commercial
30 Open Yearling Heifers

Free Delivery or Care
till May 1, 2005 on Bulls

Joe Mushrush
620-273-8581

www.mushrushredangus.com

Friday, March 25, 2005 « 12:30 PM

At the Ranch e Paradise, KS

SELLING
20 Two-Year-Old Angus 120 Yearling Angus Comm.
Bulls Heifers
100 Yearling Angus Bulls 6 Reg. Quarterhorse
17 Charolais Bulls Yearlings
14 “Best of the Best” Heifers 5 Ranch broke AQHA

See Our Catalog Online At: www.barsangusranch.com

using geldings

Ken & Pat Stielow
5302 182nd
Paradise, KS 67658
(785) 998-4335
bar_s@russellks.net

Useful cattle help commercial cattle
producers stay in business...
...Useful cattle are our focus.

David & Stephanie Dickerson
18344 Fairport Terrace
Paradise, KS 67658

(785) 998-4386
ddickerson@russellks.net
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1 Complete performance information including ultrasound

1 Proven calving ease, disposition and fertility traits
1 Proven carcass and feedlot traits

1 Cows bred and calved on native range
1 Schuler Red Composites for increased fertility and vigor

110 Red Angus Bulls &
25 Schuler Red Angus

Composite Bulls

23rd Annual Production Sale :
Thursday, March 24th, 2005

at the ranch 1 p.m (MST)

HC 85 Box 126, Bridgeport, NE 69336
308/262-0306 butchsor@hamilton.net

HULER

tened to thefirst, second, and thirc
graders. A few other students reac
tothekindergartnersand head start
students.

“I enjoyed reading with the
younger kids because it reminded
me of when | started to read,” said
Sharee Dempewalf.

The speech membersthat hel ped
the grade school students celebrate
surpassingtheir goa of 1,000 hours
of reading were Molly Coleman,
Gabe Moore, Kelly Olson, anc
Kellen Doeden. The speech mem-
bersread proseand poetry tothestu-
dents.

The week helped to remind the
high school studentstheimportance
of reading. andthat readingisreally
“Wherelt'sHat.”

THE SEVENTH GRADE
scholar team including (from
left) Gatlin Reichert, Kira
Meitl, Ashley Horton, Mary
Olson and Brandi Diederich
triedtofigureoutamath prob-
lemduringtheOberlinInvita-
tional Tournament last week.

—Photo by Bethany Weishapl

Selling 75 Angus Bulls

Summitcrest High Prime OH29
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Calving ease, superlor carcass bull

High Prime: One of the largest offerings
of sons. Calving Ease EPD’s. Ranks
among the top 1% of proven sires for $C
and among the top 2% for $B, a
Marbling EPD among the top top 3% and a UREA

EPD among the top 4%.
Blackrose (I, BB
Angus Frlday Angus
Rob Spencer March 25, 2005  Chase Beeby
andFamily ~ 1:00 p.m. CST and Family
308-345-3377 [T 308-895-2417
308-340-3211 308-340-6438

Tri State Livestock
Across from John Deere - McCook, NE
*** Lunch Available***

Unique Opportunity: 30 head of A.l. Sired Females
Females Represented: Leachman Quest, Leachman Talisker,
Leachman Fundamental, and Leachman Exacta

Other Sires Represented at the sale include: Connealy VRD 869,
Leachman Exacta, Leachman Fundamental

BVD-PI Tested Freelll

www.blackroseangus.com

30 Sons
Offered

L eachman Quest

Calving ease, superior carcass, high maternal bull




