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SunshineWeek promotes
thepeople sright toknow

Thisis Sunshine Week, dedicated to open

government.

It'sanew national celebration, devoted to
the idea that the people need to know what
their public servantsare doing.

Inademocracy, that should beasimplecon-

cept

vacy, or avoiding alawsuit.

State open meetings and open record laws
haveexceptionsto cover legitimateproblems,
but the reasons for secrecy often go beyond
those. Officials sometimes don’t understand
the peopl e’ sright to know, or they just don’t

care.

Kansashasgood laws, but still officialstry
to dodgethem whenthey think opennesswill
hurt them. Sometimes, they keep secretsjust
becausethey can. Clerksoften put roadblocks
in the way of citizens seeking government
records, thoughthelaw may say they areopen.

Ignorance of thisright may beitsworst en-
emy. Often peoplegohomewithout theinfor-

In Kansas, it drew support from the gover-
nor, legidative leaders, the attorney general
and members of Congress. And it comesjust
a couple of weeks after the attorney general
met privately withmembersof thestateBoard
of Educationto talk about evolution.

That illustratestheproblem: Often, officials
areafraidtodiscusspublicbusinessoutinthe
open. They may seek political advantage, or
they’ reembarrassed by thetopic. Sometimes
they claim they’ re protecting someone’ spri-

Inacontinuing pushfor openness, theKan-

sas Press Association hasformed acoalition

to put open government into the state Consti-
tution, protectingtherighttoknow for all time

and publicizing itsimportance.

Thisdrew broad support in Topeka, every-
wherefromthegovernor’ sofficetotheDemo-
craticand Republicanleadership, bothliberal
andconservative. Thecoalitionhasbeenham-
pered by theevol ution meetings, however, and
theamendment hasn’t moved much.

Federal law is much weaker than states'.
While Congressgenerally meetsin open ses-
sion, federal agencies cling to secrecy. Citi-
zens may spend years and thousands of dol-
larschasing public records.

In Washington, Sen. John Cornyn, aTexas
conservative, and Sen. Patrick Leahey,aVer-

mont liberal, have joined forces to push a

stronger Freedomof Information Act. Itwould
restore much of what citizenshavelostinre-
centyears, thoughthesecrecy surroundingthe
Patriot Act remainsaproblem.

Sen. Cornyn, aformer stateattorney generd,

saiditwell Thursday:

mation they need or want about their govern-

rlninlt'om&sbuilt for family, chicks

Thechickiesweredelivered safe
and sound, althoughnottotheorigi-
nal recipient we had intended.

Juarez, Mexico, isahugesprawl-
ing city without the benefit of aso-
phisticated infrastructure. In the
outlying areas where we usually
build houses for a needy family,
there are no sewer or water lines,
sometimesnoelectricity, definitely
no tel ephones or home mail deliv-
ery.

Therewasno way to contact her,
but we made an attempt to take the
chicks to the home of Sylvia, who
webuilt ahousefor last month. We
droveout tothehouse, but foundno
oneat home. The makeshift gateto
her property was closed and pad-
locked. Wedebated |eaving thebox
of chicksinside the gate, but with
cats and dogs abounding, we knew
all Sylviawould comehometowas
abox of feathers.

Rather, we decided to adopt the
chicks out to the family we were
building for this time: the father,
Tony; agranddaughter, Rosa; oneor
two sons; and perhaps other grand-
children.

Tony’s sister Isabellalived next
door and wasvery kind to our team
of collegekidsfromWisconsin. She
and her mother made gorditas for
everyone. They even invited the
adult women in our group to come
intotheir house, wherethey demon-
strated how to maketortillas.

| watched them closely, but |
don'’ tthink I canduplicatetheir tech-
nique. They were so fast and made
it look so easy.

Back to the chicks. We were on
the third and final day of building

“1 can’tthink of anissuethat’ smorecentral
towhowearethan open government. Weare
aself-governing people.”

Open government isthe bedrock of our de-
mocracy, hesaid; “It allowstaxpayersto see
wheretheir money isgoing.”

Amentothat.

And happy Sunshine Week.

—SeveHaynes

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
cplotts@nwkansas.com

~
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when | commandeered threeyoung
men to build a chicken coop. The
housewascompl eted except for fin-
ishing touches and there was, sud-
denly, nothing for thekidsto do.

Isabellawas thrilled at the pros-
pect of having chickensand showed
me where we could build the pen.
“What canweuse?’ theboysasked.

That’s almost funny, because
Tony’s compound was lined with
potential building materials: old
shipping pallets, pieces of corru-
gated tin and lumber in all shapes
andsizes.

“Look around, boys,” | said.
“You'reinMexico.Becreativelike
theMexicansare.”

They took meat mywordandcre-
ated arather impressive enclosure,
complete with roof and swinging
gate. In Juarez, what you are keep-
ing out isasimportant aswhat you
arekeepingin. Following thededi-
cation of the new house, we also
dedicated the coop. That was prob-
ably afirstinthehistory of Casaspor
Cristo.

We had been speaking to the
chicksin Spanish, tellingthemthey
were going to become Mexican
chickensandwouldhavetolearnthe
language. Somewill becomelayers

and somewill, undoubtedly, end up
in chicken enchiladas. Either way,
they will haveservedtheir purpose.

Thistripwasspecial. Oh, they are
all special, but thisonewill stand out
asbeingextraspecial. That’ smaybe
because of the family’s closein-
volvement, maybebecausethekids
weresogreat towork with, or maybe
because we were reunited with old
friends. Maybeall of theabove.

| knowwearegladtobehomeand
humbled by our luxuriouslifestyle.
Wearetired and achy and needing
to catch up onour sleep.

It' stimetoget back intotheraces
here. But, Mexico keeps calling us
back and we're already planning a
returnin October.

Want to go?

Think about it. Y ouwon't regret
it.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

BlesstheLORD, Omy soul,
O LORD my God, thou art
very great; thou art clothed
with honour and majesty.

Psalm 104: 1
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Who' dgteal an oldlady’ swalker

What do you say to apersonwho
hasjust takenanoldlady’ swalker?

“Cynthia, you' d better visit your
mom again real soon.”

| try to get to Concordiato see
mom every coupleof weeks. Some-
times, thevisitisonly for anhour or
so. Lately, however, I’ ve been try-
ingtomakeitlonger sol cantakeher
for anouting.

My mother livesinaresthome. A
few years ago, she had her own
home. Then she sold the house and
moved into an apartment. About
two yearsago, she had astroke and
moved to an assisted living center.

Then shegot over medicated and
fell onenight, breaking her hip. Now
she' sonthenursinghomesideof the
samehome. Shestill seesall herold
friends, but shegetsmoreassistance
and physical therapy.

She takes all this moving about
with a shrug and a smile, but gets
pretty bored at the nursing home,
sinceher mindisgtill sharpandshe’'s
awayslovedtotravel.

Shecan go short distanceswitha
walker and uses a wheelchair for
longer trips.

Soitwaslast month, | arrivedin
Concordiaabout 3p.m. Wewereset
for an outing to thegrocery, topped
off with supper at PizzaHut.

We left her wheelchair in the
airlock at the nursing homeand put
thewalker in my trunk.

At the grocery, we wheeled
around in achair they provide and

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

chaynes@nwkansas.com
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bought some non-necessities, in-
cluding cookies, dried fruit and
cheese.

| droveascloseas| could to the
front door of Pizza Hut, and we
grabbed thefirst table by the door.
My sister cameby andjoinedus,and
we polished off alarge pepperoni.

Whenwegot back tothenursing
home, | found that thefront door is
locked at 5 p.m. and after that, you
haveto usetheback door.

Mom’s wheelchair was locked
betweenthetwo front doors, which
haveanaarm. Mom’ sroomisnear
thefront, and therewasnoway she
couldwalk fromtheback doorto her
room.

| left her inthecar at thefront door
and dashed around back. It wasn't
hardtofind anurse, who helped me
tounlock thefront door without set-
ting off thealarm. | got Momloaded
intoher chair andthenursetook over
whilel drovethecar around back to
park and unload our purchases.

Mom wasin her room and | was
running late, so | kissed her and

headed for home.

| wasin Smith Center when | re-
alized the walker was still in my
trunk.

| calledmy sister, but shesaid not
to worry, the nursing home would
get Momaloaner.

| triedtofind someoneheadingfor
Concordia. | know several people
whogothereregularly. Thecollege
student didn’ t comehomethat week
or the next, though. The retirec
coach wasn't going that way. The
former publisher’ swifewould have
been happy totakeitwhen shewent
to seeher mom, but shedidn’t get it
intime.

| finally got the walker back tc
Momlast weekend, and wewent on
another outing to the store. This
time, | left thewheel chair wherewe
could retrieveit and put the walker
in the back seat. We remembered
both, and thisweek | felt better.

Afterall, whowantsto betheone
to take a blind person’s cane, &
baby’s candy or an old lady’s
walker?

Senateanteroom full of sars

Sitting in the Senate reception
room, watchingthegreat onescome
ango, isaneducationindemocracy.

ThereisMary Landrieu of Loui-
siana, in earnest conversation with
asupplicant. Asmost womeninthe
Senate, shedressesaspowerfully as
themen.

Wanderingthroughthehalls,you
notice that House members wear
pinstoidentify them. That andtheir
power suitsget them through secu-
rity.

(Andapparently thereweresome
embarrassing incidents before the
pins, since there are 435 members,
way too many for theguardsto rec-
ognizeonsight.)

Senators feel they are beyond
that, too famousto need abadge of
any kind.

Andindeed, most of them are.

There' sOrinHatch, theUtahcon-
servative, widely regarded asan ol d-
fashioned |egidative gentleman.

InsweepsMariaCantwell, adot-
com millionairess who reportedly
spent her way to office. Shesweeps
off thefloor, ismet by ahigh-pow-
ered lobbyist and a gaggle of con-
stituents.

Everyone wants a little of a
senator’ stime. There are only 100
of them, and they wield great influ-
ence.

“I never wanted to be asenator,”

AlongtheSappa

schaynes@nwkansﬂs.com)

By SteveHaynes

says one House member, “until |
saw how much power they have.”

Indeed, our own Sen. Pat Roberts
isthedarling of national television,
now that he' schairman of thelntel-
ligencecommittee. He' sonthetube,
and in the national paper, all the
time. He' sbeen akey player inthe
so-calledintelligencereform.

Y et Roberts always has time to
meet with groupsfrom Kansas, lis-
tening towhat they say, making his
own points, rushing off to aninter-
view.

Sen. Sam Brownback, by con-
trast, seems to focus his time on
those hethinks can advance hisca-
reer, and that reportedly includesa
possible race for the White House
two yearsdown theroad.

He never appears to talk with
those who are waiting, staying on
the floor to the last vote on bank-
ruptcy reform.

JohnM cCainrushesinand heads
for the floor, looking like the star

that heis, two aides in his wake.
Senatorsseldomgoanywherewith-
out anaide.

He' sthebrightest light we' Il see.
No Hillary, no Ted Kennedy, no
Liddy Dole.

Butthere’ snosuchthing, hardly,
as an unknown senator, only new
onesyet to make anational reputa-
tion.

As the debate winds down, the
senators drift off for other things:
dinners, receptions, meetings,
maybe some time at home. By the
next day, most will beon aplaneto
their home state, ready for arounc
of appearances.

They'll talk with voters and be
down-homefolks, most of them.

But here, intheglitter and gloom
under the great dome, they’re the
stars, gleamingyet accessible, busy
but taking timefor the homefolks.

It san oddthing, thisdemocracy,
but it works, and it's a wonder to
watch.

Coupleproud of granddaughter
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

Weareproud of our granddaugh-
ter, Lacy Wolters, andtheFort Hays
StateUniversity Financial Planning
Team, which has once again won
elevation to the Elite Eight in the
American ExpressPlanning Invita-
tional, thenational championship of
collegefinancial planning competi-
tion.

Fort Hays State University has
made it to the finalsin each of the
fiveyearsthat it hasfielded ateam.
Lacy isasenior, along with team
members Kendra Wise of Ellin-
wood and L ucasHorton of Pratt.

Thisteamwill beinMinneapalis,
Minn., the world headquarters of
American ExpressFinancia Advi-
sors, from April 13-16 to compete
inthefinal two stagesof thecompe-
tition: an oral presentation of the
planandaknowledge” gameshow”
competition.

“Lacy, Kendra and Lucas will
representtheuniversity with profes-
sionalism, integrity,andpride,” said
Dr. Tom Johansen, associateprofes-

sor of financial planning and pro-
gramdirector.

ElsieWolters

Oberlin

Write

The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
public interest. L etters should be
brief, clear and to the point. They
must besigned and carry theaddress
and phone number of the author.

Mail lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave.,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail
to obherald@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous

letters. We sign our opinions and
expect readersto do likewise.

Wedo not publishformlettersor
letters about topics which do not
pertain to our area. Thank-yous
from this area should be submitteg
totheWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but
will beread and edited for formand
style, clarity, length and legality.



