COUNTY COMMISSIONERS (fromright) Ralph Unger Hirsch, showed off their “ Govern in Sunshine” wrist bands
Doyle Brown and Pat Glenn, and County Attorney Steve duringameeting last week. — Herald staff photos by Steve Haynes

Sun shlnlng here, at theCapitol

REP. ERRY M ORAN got hlsorangebraceletlntheHouse

reception room, and later signed on to co-sponsor the Open

Government Act.

AIongtheSappa

schaynes@nwkansas.com)

By SteveHaynes

The Sunshinemovement isgath-
ering steam, in Congress and at
home.

Rep. Jerry Moran announced
Monday that hehad signed onasthe
first Houseco-sponsor for theOpen
Government Act, abill tostrengthen
the Freedom of Information Act.

Andwhile, aseditors, weusually
confine ourselves to comments on
this page, once a year, we go to
Washington to lobby for the Na-
tional Newspaper Association and
the Kansas Press Association.

There, we got an update on Sun-
shineWeek and the Government in
Sunshine Initiative, a coalition of
press and civic groups backing the
Open Government Act. Supporters
werepassing out orange“ Governin
Sunshine” bracel ets, andwepicked
up afew bags.

Thisisone of thoseissueswhere
editors come out from behind our
desks. Oneof our first stopson Capi-
tol Hill was the Rayburn Building
officeof Rep. Moran. Wegavehim
abracelet, which hequickly put on.

At our next stop, Rep. Dennis
Mooreof Olathedonned abracelet.
When you can get a conservative
western Kansas Republican and a
liberal eastern KansasDemocrat to
agreethat quickly, it sayssomething
about theissue.

AFTER THEIR MEETING on Thursday, city councilmen (from left) Patrick Pomeroy,
Ray Ward, Stan McEvoy and Jay Anderson, and Mayor Ken Shobe, wore their “ sunshine”

wrist bandsat The Gateway.

Infact, theOpen Government Act
has been endorsed by the Heritage
Foundation, a conservative think
tank, andtheAmerican Civil Liber-
tiesUnion, whichmany feel isabout
asliberal asyou can get.

Butit’ sthepeopl €' srighttoknow
if anissuethat cutsacrosstheusual
party andideological lines. ItsSen-
atesponsorsareJohn Cornyn, acon-
servative TexasRepublican, and Pat
Lehey, aliberal Vermont Democrat.

It's an issue that attracts good
guys, and Reps. Moran and Moore
fall into that category.

By the time we got to the Senate
side, wefound Pat Robertswearing
an arm band. He grinned when we
asked himwherehegot it.

“Aschairman of theIntelligence
Committee,” he said, deadpan, “|
can'ttell youmy source.”

Aslongashesupportsthehill, we
probably won't dig too much.

Back home, wehanded out brace-
lets at a Decatur County Commis-
sion meeting last week. The com-
missioners, Clerk MarilynHornand
County Attorney Steve Hirsch had
their picture taken with the arm
bandson, too.

Later in the week, we passed out
presents to the Oberlin City Coun-
cil, and the four council members
and mayor (onewasabsent) donned
theirs, too.

Thisredly isanissuewe can al
agree on: The right of taxpayers,
citizens and voters to know what
their government is doing. Sure,
there are exceptions. They are, for
themost part, reasonable.

But the bottom lineis, taxpayers
arethe stockhol ders, the owners of
our democratic government. The
government shouldn’t have many
secretsfrom them.

Whenthe average person goesto
agovernment agency and asks for
information, they’ reoftenmet with
lack of cooperation, refusal, hostil-
ity or questions about “why” they
wantthedocuments. Sometimesit’s
ignoranceof thelaw onthepart of a
poorly trainedclerk. Sometimes, the
government hassomething to hide.

But it just shouldn’t happen.
That' swhat SunshineWeek andthe
OpenGovernment Actareall about.
That’ swhy wehad no qualmsabout
goingtoWashington, or tothemeet-
ingshere, and boosting this cause.

Thisisabasic right in ademoc-
racy, something we should all be-
lievein.
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L etter from Topeka

By Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer
ostmeyer @senate.state.ks.us

~

Senator reports
ondigrict tour

Much of thelast monthwasspent
touringthe40th SenateDistrict with
our six House members. The main
thing people wanted to talk about
wasmoney for our school sand mak-
ing sure we approved a multi-year
plan.

Both the Senate and House plans
address at-risk, bilingual, and spe-
cial education funds, which were
concernslisted by KansasSupreme
Court. Thispast week, Senatelead-
ership appointed aspecial commit-
tee to identify revenue to fund the
second and third years of a school
plan.

| realizethat either package only
helpscutlossestomostdistricts. I’'m
hearing of newinterestingambling
tohelp pay for schools. Thiswould
beamistake.

TheSenateFederal and State Af-
fairs Committee began hearingson
abill on city and county consolida-
tion, and another aimed at joining
Topekaand Shawnee County.

SB 262, the Efficiency in Local
Government Act, would allow
county commissionersandgovern-
ing body of acity tocreateareorga
nization study committee to plan
reorganization of the city and
county.

HB 2083 would establish afive-
member Consolidation Commis-
sion for Topeka and Shawnee
County. Thehill callsfor avote of
approva of those living inside the
city of Topekaand thoseindividu-
alsliving outsidethecity limits.

The bill calls for the governor,
Senate president and minority
leader, speaker and minority leader

of theHouseto each appoi nt amem-
ber to the commission. Thishill re-
minds me of the consolidation ef-
fortsof WyandotteCounty and Kan-
sas City, when the governor ap-
pointed the five members of the
Consolidation Committee. Thereis
an effort to combine both bills anc
then passit out of committee. | don't
have alot of problems with HB
2083, but SB 262 needs somework
beforel would support it.
Wildlifeand Parks

SenateBill 87islurking below the
line. The measure would provide
money totheK ansasDepartment of
Wildlife and Parks and to local
parks. Thebill, asamended by com-
mittee, would add a $4 annual out-
door recreationregistrationfeetobe
paidwithmotor vehicleregistration
or renewal. The department woulo
receive80 percent of thefee, and 20
percent would gotothe L ocal Gov-
ernment Outdoor Recreation Grant
Program Fund.

Themeasurewouldgenerate$8.7
millionfor stateandlocal parks. Part
of current parksbudget isgeneratec
through user fees collected at state
park entrances. Passing this mea-
sure removes entrance fees for ve-
hicleswith Kansastags. The origi-
nal bill set a$5 feeand allowed for
arefund. Theamended bill reduceg
thefeeto$4 andremovedtherefund
option.

Contact me by writing to Sen.
Ral ph Ostmeyer, SateCapitol, 300
SW 10th Street, Room 128-S, To-
peka, Kansas, 66612, or call (785)
296-7399. My e-mail addressis
ostmeyer @senate.state.ks.us.

Livestock Issues
topsin Washington

Livestock issuestook center stage
in Washington thismonth.

TheHouseAgriculture Commit-
tee held hearings with Secretary
Mike Johanns over the Canadian
border issue.

| was ableto question Secretary
Johanns about the decision to re-
open the U.S. border to Canadian
beef imports, and he discussed the
ramifications of that decision on
agriculturetrade palicy.

The Senate also took up the Ca-
nadianborder issue, narrowly pass-
ing aresolution of disapproval to
keep the border closed to Canadian
beef imports. This|egislation will
now cometotheHouse, afterwhich,
if it passes,itwill gotothePresident
for his signature. However, Presi-
dent Bush has aready said that he
will vetothemeasure, anditsfatein
theHouseisstill unclear.

The administration believesthat
keeping the border closed with
Canadahurtsour positionwhen ne-
gotiating on other trade issueslike
opening the Japanese beef markets.

Japanese Sanctions Sought

Later, | held a press conference
in Washington to introduce areso-
[ution calling on Japantoreopenits
marketstoU.S. beef. Thepresscon-
ference was attended by Japanese
journalists and that has resulted in
the Japanese Embassy requestinga
meeting to discussthissituation.

We havewaited long enough for
our bordersto bereopened with Ja-
pan. Thisresolution calls on Japan
toreopenitsmarket to U.S. beef or
face immediate retaliatory eco-
nomic sanctions. Its time for the
Japanesegovernment to understand
that there are consequencesif they
continue to deny accessto U.S.
beef.

In December of 2003, the U.S.
discovered asingle case of Bovine
Spongiform Encephal opathy, or
Mad Cow disease, in a Canadian
dairy cow imported to thiscountry.
Since that time, the Department of
Agriculture hasimplemented addi-
tional safety checksinthebeef sys-
tem to guarantee the safety of
Americanbeef. U.S. standardsnow
exceed international beef safety
standards.

Japan cannot have it both ways.
They cannot benefit from exportstc
theU.S. whiledenyingourimports.
Withnovalidscientificevidenceto
support Japan’ sdecisiontokeepthe
border closed, thedelaysmust end.
TheU.S. hasdoneitspart tomeet an
agreement that wasreached on Oct.
23with Japan but Japan hasnot, anc
they stand to lose much more than
the United States.

The American beef supply is
amongthesafestintheworld. How-
ever, losing access to a valuable
trading market like Japan has cost
theU.S. cattleindustry anestimatec
$2hillion.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

He saith unto them, But
whom say ye that | am? And
Simon Peter answered and
said, Thou are the Christ, the
Son of the living God. And
Jesus answered and said unto
him, Blessed art thou, Simon
Barjona for flesh and blood
hath not revealed it unto thee,
but my Father which isin
heaven. Matthew 16: 15,16

PhotoPolicy

The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
public interest. Letters should be
brief, clear and to the point. They
must besignedand carry theaddress
and phone number of theauthor.

Mail lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave.,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail
to obherald@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous
letters. We sign our opinions and
expect readerstodo likewise.

Wedo not publishformlettersor
letters about topics which do not
pertain to our area. Thank-yous

from this area should be submitted
totheWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but
will beread and edited for formand
style, clarity, length and legality.
Wewill not publish attacks on pri-
vate individuals or businesses
which do not pertainto apublicis-
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Save Big! Call Frank

FRANK BRYANT

New or Preowned

1-877-361-3673
Home 308-345-5587

Visit us online www.seewagner fordmer cury.com
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Parts Supervisor

Martin Tractor Company has an opening for a
parts supervisor in their Colby store. This position
involves supervising as well as performing parts
counter and warehouse functions. Computer skills
with knowledge of Excel and Word programs
essential. Must have excellent communication and
organizational skills. Vocational technical training,
previous parts department experience and know-
ledge of Caterpillar machines preferred.

If interested, send resume to Judy Carlson, HR
Administrator, Martin Tractor Co., 1737 SW 42nd
Street, Topeka, KS 66609 by April 1, 2005.

We are an Equal Opportunity Employer.




