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Schoolsneed toexplain
science, philosophy of life

ThestateBoard of Educationhasbeenhold-
ing hearingsonevol ution, muchtothegleeof
thosewhothink usabackwardand uneducated
place.

It's unfortunate, though, that the liberals
wholaughat any mentionof creationismdon’t
seetheintolerancethat they foster.

In redlity, thisis a debate we shouldn’t be
having.

Whilethe scientific evidencefor evolution
isstrong, thereisplenty of roomtobelievethat
God created thisworld. Sincethereisnoway
of proving that, however, it’snotreally inthe
realm of science.

Our schools need to be both rigorous and
tolerant of all views.

That meansthey should teach evolution as
science, and explain to students that not ev-
eryone acceptsit asfact.

Evolutionisascientific theory. Soisgrav-
ity. Andlikegravity, it restson plenty of evi-
dence.

Y et science has away of changing aswe
learn more about any field. Religion tendsto
lag behind. Remember that once, everyone
believed that the world wasflat, and that the
sun and starsrevolved around us.

Thechurchacceptedthat asGod-givenfact,
and punished Galileo for challenging it with
histheories.

Theremay till beafewwhobelievethat the
universerevolves around this place, and that
istheir right. Science, though, has left them

ationismor of “intelligentdesign,” rather phi-
losophy and religious faith. But you can’t
prove either with research, and those who
claimthat you can almost alwaysarguefrom
areligious, and not ascientific, background.

Onething is certain: our understanding of
all thesethingswill changeover thenext cen-
tury, and school s need to keep up.

Our schoolsneedtoteachthelatest science,
but they need to temper that with a healthy
respect for other views. Creationism and in-
telligent design ought tobeconsidered, but not
asscience.

They rightly belonginthereamof religion
and philosophy. These are the intellectual
underpinnings of our society. An education
whichignoresthem would be poor indeed.

Thatsaid,itwouldbewrongtofloganyone's
religiousbeliefsoff asscience.

Most Americans probably accept the idea
that agreater power created thisuniverseand
thewondrouslifeit contains.

Most also would accept the idea that we
know alot less about life' s origins than we
think, and most woul d agreeweshoul d respect
each other’ sviews.

That’ s what Kansas schools should teach
kids, but defining how is not easy. Humans
tend to be low on tolerance, short on science
and blind to the weakness of our knowledge.

L et thedebatecontinue, butlook withajaun-
diced eye on those on both sides who claim
they haveall theanswers. History showsthey
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G’madowsdowntosavegas

Here'salittle free advice: don't
get behind me on the highway if
you' re expecting to drive over 45
miles per hour.

Granted, inthe past | had arepu-
tation for conducting low-level
flights on Highway 36 in my cute
littleteal green Geo Storm. But that
was before gas prices hit $2.19 per
gallon.

Now, | driveaconservative(ma
tronly even) older-model white
Cadillac. | hate to say | drive a
Cadillac. It sounds so pretentious.

But, like Jim says, “A $6,000
Cadillac coststhe same asa$6,000
Chevy.” And, | do hate car pay-
ments.

My car hasadisplay that tellsyou
how many milesper gallonyou are
getting. Once, after forgettingtore-
set my cruise control after several
milesina55mphconstructionzone,
| realized my miles per gallon rate
wasconsiderably higher thanit had
been at 65.

Since | log quite afew highway
milesgoing to and fromwork, | de-
cidedto conduct alittle experiment
and slowed down even more. The
resultsarein: Y our best gasmileage
isbetween 40-45 miles per hour.

Don'tget excited. | only drive45
whenthereisnooneontheroad be-
hindme. | easeitupto60when| see
someone coming. A car traveling
too slow isasmuch of ahazard asa
car travelingtoofast. Bottomlineis,
I’ mtryingto sgueezeasmany miles
out of every gallon as| can.

From Sunday School classesto
coffee breaks at work, people, ev-

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts

~

cpl otts@nwkansas.com
J

erywhere, are discussing the Terri
Schiavo case. And, evenin Sunday
School, emotionscan run hot about
what is the difference between
someone’ sright todieand themedi-
cal profession’ s obligation to keep
them aliveand “do no harm”.

Giving someonefood and water
has never been considered “heroic
means’ of keeping them alive. Ar-
tificial breathingandheart machines
and drugsare.

That hasnever beenthecasewith
Ms. Schiavo. She can breathe fine
on her own. But, like a newborn
baby, shejust can't feed herself.

| say,“Ms. Schiavo,” becauseher
so-called husband has broken his
marriagevows, hasbeenlivingwith
and making babies with another
woman. He has made money from
Terry’ s condition and, seemingly,
hasonly selfishreasonsfor wanting
to seehis“wife” dead.

Theissue hingeson his“rights”
asher husbandtomakethedecision
toend her life. No onedi sputeshow
agonizing a decision it isfor a
spouseor family todecidetoturn off
lifesupport whenthereisnosign of
brain activity and their loved one's
body cannot sustainlifeonitsown.

That is not the case here. Terry
Schiavo’s body functions and so
doesher brain. Shecan smileat her
parents, her eyesfollow objectsand
some have said that with proper
therapy, she might even be ableto
talk.

If someone were to put a puppy
inthetown squareandtell theworld,
“l amnot goingtofeedandwater it,
and you can’t either. We are going
towatchitdie,” therewouldbesuch
an outcry you wouldn’t believe. It
would not betolerated. Starving to
death and dehydration is a slow,
agonizing way to die. It is not hu-
mane.

The honorable thing for Mr.
Schiavo to do would beto get adi-
vorce and let her parents take care
of her, likethey havealwayswanted
to. Thenhecango crawl back under
therock hecamefrom.

Asa Christian nation, it seems
Iudicrousthat thisdiscussioniseven
taking place. Turning off machines
isletting someone die; not feeding
themismurder.

| think | read, somewhere, that
we' re not supposed to do that.
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Embassyvlstqumker thanfllght

| visited Greeceearlier thismonth
without ever leaving the U.S.

Every year during the National
Newspaper Association’s Wash-
ington meeting, we're invited to
visitanembassy. I’ vebeengoingfor
the last four years, and | haven't
beenanyplacel didn’twanttovisit.

My first trip wasto Chile, where
| learned about wine, fishing, Eas-
ter Island and the incredible diver-
sity of that long, skinny country in
South America.

Next | visited Saudi Arabia. We
learned alot about Islam and its
rootsinthat desert county. Handme
aburka; I’ mready togowatchcamel
racesand hear thecall to prayer.

L astyear, wewerecloser tohome
inCostaRica. Sandy beaches, tropi-
cal forestsand agreat exchangerate
prompted the president to plan a
board meetinginthat Central Amer-
icanretreat.

Thisyear, it was Greece.

TheGreek embassy isabeautiful
old building on embassy row in
Washington. We were greeted by
Minister Eleftherios Anghelo-
poul osand our choiceof redor white
wine, orangeor tomatojuiceor wa-
ter.

Aswesat on divansand window
seats, the minister told us about re-
|ationsbetween hiscountry and the
U.S. andtalkedabout theOlympics,
which Greece hosted last year.

As he spoke, suited waiters
circled among uswith enough hors
d’ oeuvresto ruin my diet and my
supper.

Mr. Anghelopoulos said that
Greecefelt that the Olympicswere
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asuccessfor hiscountry andthat the
many upgrades madein infrastruc-
ture— roads, subways, stadiums—
will help Athens move forward in
the 21st century.

There are many U.S. citizens of
Greek descent, he noted. Almost
every city inthe country hasasiz-
able Greek population. Because of
this, alot of Greek citizenscometo
theU.S. eachyeartovisitfamily and
friends.

Over the past 10 to 12 years, he
said, Greecehasfocused on Europe
to draw tourists to its shores, and
therehasbeenadeclineinU.S. tour-
ism.

Part of that isbecausetheeuro, the
European currency, is strong now
against the dollar. This means that
aU.S.dollar doesn’tbuy asmuchas
itusedtoin Europe.

Greecegetsabout 14 milliontour-
istsayear, hesaid, but only 200,000-
250,000 Americans.

On the international front, Mr.
Anghelopoulossaid, Greecefavors
all theBakannationsbeingallowed
tojointhe European CommonMar-
ket. Thiswould include Bulgaria,
Romania, Albania, Croatia, Turkey,
theRepublicof Macedonia, Bosnia,

Herzegovia, Serbia and Monte-
negro. Thesenationsshouldalsobe
part of the North American Treaty
Organization (NATO), which the
U.S. helpedtoformafter WorldWar
I, hesaid.

At home, he said, Greeks have
lots of newspapers and magazines.
Athenshasat least 20 daily papers,
Mr. Anghelopoulos said.

“Freedom of the pressin Greece
issacrosanct,” he said. “It is abso-
lutely protected by law.”

Y oung Greeksspend six yearsin
elementary schoal, threein junior
high and three in high school, he
said.

The constitution does not allow
private colleges or universities but
thisisbeing debated. Health careis
freetoall.

Taxes, hesaid, areat theEuropean
level, about 50 percent for most
people.

So | learned about Greece, its
people, its problems and its hopes
for thefuture.

| didn’tgettoseeatempleoraruin
or even hear thenameof Alexander
the Great. But, like Jeremiah the
Bullfrog, on my visit | had some
mighty finewine.

Vandalssteal plague, flowers
( L etterstotheEditor

TotheEditor:

Memorials created in the loving
memory of a deceased person are
not for thedead, they arefor theliv-
ing. How overwhelmingly petty is
it for someone to desecrate the
memory of adeceased person?| ask
this because of what | discovered
after church on Sunday.

| droveto the cemetery for amo-
ment of reflection. When | arrived,
| drovetothespot wheremy sonand
| had placed apark benchinmemory
of my deceased hushand, RichK eel-
ing. There | found the park bench
sitting empty, void of the bronze
engraved plaguethat waspurchased
with memorial monies graciously
donated by the people of thiscom-
munity who were touched by the
loving, genuinespirit of Rich. Gone

too, were theflowersthat had been
placedtheresevera Memoria Days
ago by an anonymousfriend. Gone
too, werethe peach rosesthat | had
placed therethispast year.
Itisnotliketheplaguecouldhave
fallen off; it wastightly secured, as
weretheflowers, securely wiredto
thebench. It must havetaken some
effort to remove these items. So, |
ask the petty person(s) who re-
moved them, doesit makeyou feel
goodknowingthat youhurt notonly
me and my son by your actions but
also the many, many friends and
peopl einthiscommunity whotruly

loved suchakindand caringmanas
Rich? Does it make you feel like
more of aman to take your hostili-
ties out on us by desecrating our
memories?

Due to the expense, the plaque
will not be replaced for quite some
time. But believe me, it will bere-
placed! Y ou canvandalizethe park
bench again and take the next
plaque, too, but youwill not takethe
memories of the kind and gentle
man whom thispark bench honors.

Tracy L. Keeling
Oberlin

| mmigrantscould overwhemuU.S.

TotheEditor:

Inregardtoyour writeup (Immi-
grants want a better life) in the
March 2 issue of The Oberlin Her-
ald, | think you might get a better
handle on this if you knew a few
facts.

Over 3millionillegal immigrants
crossed our southern borders last
year. Of these, 45,000 to 48,000
werenot identified asMexican.

In these last few years, it's esti-
mated that over 20 millionillegals
areinour United States.

| havenoargumentwiththelegal
immigrants.

Y ou say our economy is so good
that wecan'’t find workersat home.
Thisisacrock, asall the big busi-
nesses know that the immigrants
will work for less. Thisbringsdown
the labor costs for the companies
that hirethem.

Why don’t wejust send all of our
businessesto Chinaand India?This
way wedon’t worry about our huge
tradedeficits, asthey will haveitall.

All of you good Republicansare

Know ‘ABCS tocontrol

TotheEditor:

Did you know that two out of
three peoplewith diabetesdiewith
strokeor heart disease?The Ameri-
can Diabetes Association has ad-
vised Diabetes Under Control on
research findings, hoping that
knowledge may help many people
avoid complicationsfromdiabetes.

Y oucanreduceyour risk by man-
aging your ABCsof diabetes.

AisfortheA1Ctestthat measures
what your blood sugar hasbeen for
the past two or threemonths.

B isfor your blood pressure.

Cisfor cholesterol

Tak withyour doctor and ask the
questions you need to know. The

association recommends that we
havetheA1Ctestdoneat |easttwice
ayear, blood pressureat every doc-
tor visit, and cholesterol checked at
least onceayear.

What can you do to reach your
goasand behealthier?

* Develop ahealth careplanwith
your health careteam or doctor.

« Y ou may have to change some
of your goals.

» Make some changes in your
meal planning or exerciseroutine.

*Medicinesusually areneededto
keep your diabetesin control.

« Get regular check ups.

Y oumay need special testingon
vour heart and blood vessels.

attempting to throw up huge smoke
screens so as to cover up the huge
blundersof our politicians. Aslong
aswehavelobbyistsinWashington,
wearegoingto have corrupt politi-
cians.

Itistimetotakeaction, orinafew
yearswewon’t becalledtheUnited
Statesof America

I will bewatching carefully tosee
if you have enough sand in your
craw toprint this.

Jack Roberts, 2216 Squires St.
L ongmont, Colo. 80501

diabetes

Warning signs of aheart attack:

« Pain or tightness in your chest,
shoulder, neck or jaw,

* Shortnessof breath.

« Troubletalking or seeing.

* Severe headache.

Somegoal srecommended by the
American Diabetes Association :
A1Cbelow 7, blood pressurebel ow
130/80, triglycerides below 150,
cholesterol LDL below 100, HDL-
above 40inmen and 50 in women.

Y our health-care team may ad-
vise other teststo check the condi-
tionof your heart and blood vessels.

Themoreknowledgeyouhaveon
diabetes, the better your chances.

ElsieWolters, Oberlin



