
Schools need to explain
science, philosophy of life

ationism or of “intelligent design,” rather phi-
losophy and religious faith. But you can’t
prove either with research, and those who
claim that you can almost always argue from
a religious, and not a scientific, background.

One thing is certain: our understanding of
all these things will change over the next cen-
tury, and schools need to keep up.

Our schools need to teach the latest science,
but they need to temper that with a healthy
respect for other views. Creationism and in-
telligent design ought to be considered, but not
as science.

They rightly belong in the realm of religion
and philosophy. These are the intellectual
underpinnings of our society. An education
which ignores them would be poor indeed.

That said, it would be wrong to flog anyone’s
religious beliefs off as science.

Most Americans probably accept the idea
that a greater power created this universe and
the wondrous life it contains.

Most also would accept the idea that we
know a lot less about life’s origins than we
think, and most would agree we should respect
each other’s views.

That’s what Kansas schools should teach
kids, but defining how is not easy. Humans
tend to be low on tolerance, short on science
and blind to the weakness of our knowledge.

Let the debate continue, but look with a jaun-
diced eye on those on both sides who claim
they have all the answers. History shows they
do not.

— Steve Haynes

The state Board of Education has been hold-
ing hearings on evolution, much to the glee of
those who think us a backward and uneducated
place.

It’s unfortunate, though, that the liberals
who laugh at any mention of creationism don’t
see the intolerance that they foster.

In reality, this is a debate we shouldn’t be
having.

While the scientific evidence for evolution
is strong, there is plenty of room to believe that
God created this world. Since there is no way
of proving that, however, it’s not really in the
realm of science.

Our schools need to be both rigorous and
tolerant of all views.

That means they should teach evolution as
science, and explain to students that not ev-
eryone accepts it as fact.

Evolution is a scientific theory. So is grav-
ity. And like gravity, it rests on plenty of evi-
dence.

Yet science has a way of changing as we
learn more about any field. Religion tends to
lag behind. Remember that once, everyone
believed that the world was flat, and that the
sun and stars revolved around us.

The church accepted that as God-given fact,
and punished Galileo for challenging it with
his theories.

There may still be a few who believe that the
universe revolves around this place, and that
is their right. Science, though, has left them
behind.

There is no science behind the idea of cre-

G’ma slows down to save gas
Here’s a little free advice: don’t

get behind me on the highway if
you’re expecting to drive over 45
miles per hour.

 Granted, in the past I had a repu-
tation for conducting low-level
flights on Highway 36 in my cute
little teal green Geo Storm. But that
was before gas prices hit $2.19 per
gallon.

 Now, I drive a conservative (ma-
tronly even) older-model white
Cadillac. I hate to say I drive a
Cadillac. It sounds so pretentious.

But, like Jim says, “A $6,000
Cadillac costs the same as a $6,000
Chevy.” And, I do hate car pay-
ments.

 My car has a display that tells you
how many miles per gallon you are
getting. Once, after forgetting to re-
set my cruise control after several
miles in a 55 mph construction zone,
I realized my miles per gallon rate
was considerably higher than it had
been at 65.

Since I log quite a few highway
miles going to and from work, I de-
cided to conduct a little experiment
and slowed down even more. The
results are in: Your best gas mileage
is between 40-45 miles per hour.

 Don’t get excited. I only drive 45
when there is no one on the road be-
hind me. I ease it up to 60 when I see
someone coming. A car traveling
too slow is as much of a hazard as a
car traveling too fast. Bottom line is,
I’m trying to squeeze as many miles
out of every gallon as I can.

  From Sunday School classes to
coffee breaks at work, people, ev-

erywhere, are discussing the Terri
Schiavo case. And, even in Sunday
School, emotions can run hot about
what is the difference between
someone’s right to die and the medi-
cal profession’s obligation to keep
them alive and “do no harm”.

 Giving someone food and water
has never been considered “heroic
means” of keeping them alive. Ar-
tificial breathing and heart machines
and drugs are.

 That has never been the case with
Ms. Schiavo. She can breathe fine
on her own. But, like a newborn
baby, she just can’t feed herself.

I say, “Ms. Schiavo,” because her
so-called husband has broken his
marriage vows, has been living with
and making babies with another
woman. He has made money from
Terry’s condition and, seemingly,
has only selfish reasons for wanting
to see his “wife” dead.

 The issue hinges on his “rights”
as her husband to make the decision
to end her life. No one disputes how
agonizing a decision it is for a
spouse or family to decide to turn off
life support when there is no sign of
brain activity and their loved one’s
body cannot sustain life on its own.

 That is not the case here. Terry
Schiavo’s body functions and so
does her brain. She can smile at her
parents, her eyes follow objects and
some have said that with proper
therapy, she might even be able to
talk.

 If someone were to put a puppy
in the town square and tell the world,
“I am not going to feed and water  it,
and you can’t either. We are going
to watch it die,” there would be such
an outcry you wouldn’t believe. It
would not be tolerated. Starving to
death and dehydration is a slow,
agonizing way to die. It is not hu-
mane.

 The honorable thing for Mr.
Schiavo to do would be to get a di-
vorce and let her parents take care
of her, like they have always wanted
to. Then he can go crawl back under
the rock he came from.

 As a Christian nation, it seems
ludicrous that this discussion is even
taking place. Turning off machines
is letting someone die; not feeding
them is murder.

 I think I read, somewhere, that
we’re not supposed to do that.

.

To the Editor:
Memorials created in the loving

memory of a deceased person are
not for the dead, they are for the liv-
ing. How overwhelmingly petty is
it for someone to desecrate the
memory of a deceased person? I ask
this because of what I discovered
after church on Sunday.

I drove to the cemetery for a mo-
ment of reflection. When I arrived,
I drove to the spot where my son and
I had placed a park bench in memory
of my deceased husband, Rich Keel-
ing. There I found the park bench
sitting empty, void of the bronze
engraved plaque that was purchased
with memorial monies graciously
donated by the people of this com-
munity who were touched by the
loving, genuine spirit of Rich. Gone

Vandals steal plaque, flowers

too, were the flowers that had been
placed there several Memorial Days
ago by an anonymous friend. Gone
too, were the peach roses that I had
placed there this past year.

It is not like the plaque could have
fallen off; it was tightly secured, as
were the flowers, securely wired to
the bench. It must have taken some
effort to remove these items. So, I
ask the petty person(s) who re-
moved them, does it make you feel
good knowing that you hurt not only
me and my son by your actions but
also the many, many friends and
people in this community who truly

I visited Greece earlier this month
without ever leaving the U.S.

Every year during the National
Newspaper Association’s Wash-
ington meeting, we’re invited to
visit an embassy. I’ve been going for
the last four years, and I haven’t
been anyplace I didn’t want to visit.

My first trip was to Chile, where
I learned about wine, fishing, Eas-
ter Island and the incredible diver-
sity of that long, skinny country in
South America.

Next I visited Saudi Arabia. We
learned a lot about Islam and its
roots in that desert county. Hand me
a burka; I’m ready to go watch camel
races and hear the call to prayer.

Last year, we were closer to home
in Costa Rica. Sandy beaches, tropi-
cal forests and a great exchange rate
prompted the president to plan a
board meeting in that Central Amer-
ican retreat.

This year, it was Greece.
The Greek embassy is a beautiful

old building on embassy row in
Washington. We were greeted by
Minister Eleftherios Anghelo-
poulos and our choice of red or white
wine, orange or tomato juice or wa-
ter.

As we sat on divans and window
seats, the minister told us about re-
lations between his country and the
U.S. and talked about the Olympics,
which Greece hosted last year.

As he spoke, suited waiters
circled among us with enough hors
d’oeuvres to ruin my diet and my
supper.

Mr. Anghelopoulos said that
Greece felt that the Olympics were

a success for his country and that the
many upgrades made in infrastruc-
ture — roads, subways, stadiums —
will help Athens move forward in
the 21st century.

There are many U.S. citizens of
Greek descent, he noted. Almost
every city in the country has a siz-
able Greek population. Because of
this, a lot of Greek citizens come to
the U.S. each year to visit family and
friends.

Over the past 10 to 12 years, he
said, Greece has focused on Europe
to draw tourists to its shores, and
there has been a decline in U.S. tour-
ism.

Part of that is because the euro, the
European currency, is strong now
against the dollar. This means that
a U.S. dollar doesn’t buy as much as
it used to in Europe.

Greece gets about 14 million tour-
ists a year, he said, but only 200,000-
250,000 Americans.

On the international front, Mr.
Anghelopoulos said, Greece favors
all the Balkan nations being allowed
to join the European Common Mar-
ket. This would include Bulgaria,
Romania, Albania, Croatia, Turkey,
the Republic of Macedonia, Bosnia,

Herzegovia, Serbia and Monte-
negro. These nations should also be
part of the North American Treaty
Organization (NATO), which the
U.S. helped to form after World War
II, he said.

At home, he said, Greeks have
lots of newspapers and magazines.
Athens has at least 20 daily papers,
Mr. Anghelopoulos said.

“Freedom of the press in Greece
is sacrosanct,” he said. “It is abso-
lutely protected by law.”

Young Greeks spend six years in
elementary school, three in junior
high and three in high school, he
said.

The constitution does not allow
private colleges or universities but
this is being debated. Health care is
free to all.

Taxes, he said, are at the European
level, about 50 percent for most
people.

So I learned about Greece, its
people, its problems and its hopes
for the future.

I didn’t get to see a temple or a ruin
or even hear the name of Alexander
the Great. But, like Jeremiah the
Bullfrog, on my visit I had some
mighty fine wine.

Embassy visit quicker than flight

To the Editor:
Did you know that two out of

three people with diabetes die with
stroke or heart disease? The Ameri-
can Diabetes Association has ad-
vised Diabetes Under Control on
research findings, hoping that
knowledge may help many people
avoid complications from diabetes.

You can reduce your risk by man-
aging your ABCs of diabetes.

A is for the A1C test that measures
what your blood sugar has been for
the past two or three months.

B is for your blood pressure.
C is for cholesterol
Talk with your doctor and ask the

questions you need to know. The

association recommends that we
have the A1C test done at least twice
a year, blood pressure at every doc-
tor visit, and cholesterol checked at
least once a year.

What can you do to reach your
goals and be healthier?

• Develop a health care plan with
your health care team or doctor.

• You may have to change some
of your goals.

• Make some changes in your
meal planning or exercise routine.

• Medicines usually are needed to
keep your diabetes in control.

• Get regular check ups.
• You may need special testing on

your heart and blood vessels.

Warning signs of a heart attack:
• Pain or tightness in your chest,

shoulder, neck or jaw.
• Shortness of breath.
• Trouble talking or seeing.
• Severe headache.
Some goals recommended by the

American Diabetes Association :
A1C below 7, blood pressure below
130/80, triglycerides below 150,
cholesterol LDL below 100, HDL-
above 40 in men and 50 in women.

Your health-care team may ad-
vise other tests to check the condi-
tion of your heart and blood vessels.

The more knowledge you have on
diabetes, the better your chances.

Elsie Wolters, Oberlin

Know ‘ABCs’ to control diabetes
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loved such a kind and caring man as
Rich? Does it make you feel like
more of a man to take your hostili-
ties out on us by desecrating our
memories?

Due to the expense, the plaque
will not be replaced for quite some
time. But believe me, it will be re-
placed! You can vandalize the park
bench again and take the next
plaque, too, but you will not take the
memories of the kind and gentle
man whom this park bench honors.

Tracy L. Keeling
Oberlin

Immigrants could overwhelm U.S.
To the Editor:

In regard to your write up (Immi-
grants want a better life) in the
March 2 issue of The Oberlin Her-
ald, I think you might get a better
handle on this if you knew a few
facts.

Over 3 million illegal immigrants
crossed our southern borders last
year. Of these, 45,000 to 48,000
were not identified as Mexican.

In these last few years, it’s esti-
mated that over 20 million illegals
are in our United States.

I have no argument with the legal
immigrants.

You say our economy is so good
that we can’t find workers at home.
This is a crock, as all the big busi-
nesses know that the immigrants
will work for less. This brings down
the labor costs for the companies
that hire them.

Why don’t we just send all of our
businesses to China and India? This
way we don’t worry about our huge
trade deficits, as they will have it all.

All of you good Republicans are

attempting to throw up huge smoke
screens so as to cover up the huge
blunders of our politicians. As long
as we have lobbyists in Washington,
we are going to have corrupt politi-
cians.

It is time to take action, or in a few
years we won’t be called the United
States of America.

I will be watching carefully to see
if you have enough sand in your
craw to print this.

Jack Roberts, 2216 Squires St.
Longmont, Colo. 80501


