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Bill would leaveschool district short

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

The school finance bill on the table in
Topekaincludesan increasein the per pu-
pil base, butitwon’t givetheOberlin School
District enoughtoreally help.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt saidif thehill
becomes law, and enrollment stays the
same, thedistrictwouldgain$79,799inthe
general fund, just enoughto cover increases
in“fixed” costs, including employeehealth
insurance with Blue Cross/Blue Shield, li-
ability insurance and fuel.

That will leave the district no money to

increaseteacher salariesor tohel pwithcon-
tract negotiations.

The bill will decrease low-enrollment
weighting, whichwill hurt thedistrict, and
then increase the per-pupil base. Thein-
crease will be $244 to the base rate, Mr.
Glodt said, bringing it up from $3,863 to
$4,107 per pupil.

Mr. Glodt said the consensus of people
he has talked to is that the state Supreme
Courtwon'’t approvethebill. Thelaw went
to Gov. Kathleen Sebelius|last week.

“The Legislature has acted on school fi-

Postal wor ker
dectedtocouncil;
Incumbentsreturn

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

A postal worker wonaseat onthe
Oberlin City Council in voting
Tuesday, joining two incumbent
membersto fill three seats.

Rob McFee, a Scoutmaster and
churchleader, had 85write-invotes
tofill theseat beingvacated by Stan
McEvoy.

Intheonly other contestedraceon
theballot, incumbent DelayneMay
wasre-electedtothe Oberlin School
Boardwith 81 votes. Her opponent,
Jody Rabertson, got 60 votesfor the
District 4 seat.

Voterswrotein the names of six
candidatesfor theopencouncil seat,
someof whomhadtoldfriendsthey
would take the job. No one had an-
nounced for the seat by last week,
however, and noonemounted much
of acampaign.

Amongthewrite-ins, McFeehad
85 votes, Rose Riffle 46, Mr.
McEvoy 33, Robert Rouse 31, Jim
Reeves 13 and Undersheriff
Michael French 12.

Mr. McEvoy decided not to run
again for re-election earlier this

year. That left an open spot on the
ballot, and no onefiled to take his
place.

Asked if he was surprised, Mr.
McFeesaid, “A little, yeah.

“Itoldacoupleof guysl woulddo
it. | thought they was yanking my
chain.

“| think three people asked me.
Onecameintoday and asked me. |
kind of got alittlespooked, and now
I’m real spooked.”

The councilman-elect has been
beforethecouncil thisyeartoappeal
anoticetoclear junk vehiclesfrom
hisproperty. Hesaid hedidn’ tthink
muchwould changethough—“we
only changed oneperson” — but he
wonderswhy thecity awayshasto
bow to federal mandatesfor expen-
siveprojectslikeanew sewer plant.

“Thisisthefirst timel’ve ever
been drafted,” he said. “They quit
that right after | got out of high
school.”

Incumbent Joe Stanley was the
top vote getter Tuesday with 428.
Hesaid hedoesn’t haveany agenda

(See COUNCIL on Page 10A)

Writein candidates
dominateballots
iInamall city dections

By CYNTHIAHAYNES

Norcatur voters made a start at
Tuesday’ selection, butdidnot fully
settle the issue of who will be on
their city council for the next four
years.

With the mayor’ s job and four
council seats open, no onefiled for
the electionin Norcatur.

Doug Dempewolf won re-elec-
tionasmayor with46write-invotes
toFredMolzahn’s13and2eachfor
Carl Lyon and Troy Wentz.

Norcatur had three four-year
terms and Mr. Lyon got the most
votes with 42, followed by Linda
Hunt, 26, and Mark Bailey 24.

Other vote getters were Charles
Hixon, 20; Jean Pelkey, 8; and
Jeanne Pelky and Carolyn Plotts, 1
each.

Norcatur also hasatwo-year un-
expired termsopen and Mr. Bailey

got the nod with 23 write-in votes,
followed by Ms. Hunt, 15, Mr.
Lyon, 7 and Mr. Hixon and Ms.
Pelkey, 3 each.

Decatur County Clerk Marilyn
Horn, who servesascounty election
officer, said that she will send out
certificatestothetopthreevoteget-
tersfor thefour-year termand asec-
ondcertificatetoMr. Bailey forwin-
ning thetwo-year term. Mr. Bailey
will havetotell her, shesaid, which
seat he will accept. After that, the
Norcatur City Council will haveto
select someonetofill the vacancy.

Mayor Bob Joneswonre-election
in Jennings, as 32 peoplewrote his
name on the blank. Eugene Mrstik
and Larry Johnson each got two
write-in votes.

Only Louise Cressler wason the
ballot for City Council in Jennings.

(SeeVOTERS 0N Page 10A)

Retiredreporters
makesopinObelin

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Two retired newspaper reporters
madeastopinOberlin Sunday night
to have dinner with the mayor and
interview the publishers of the
town’ snewspaper for apieceabout
community newspapers and
changesontheHigh Plains.

GeorgeAnthanfromKansasCity
and Jack Coffman from St. Paul
drove in Sunday, stayed at the
LandMark Inn, and left Monday
morning.

Themen said they met asreport-
ers at the Des Moines Tribune in
1966, wherethey covered stategov-
ernment and politicsintothe 1970s.

Mr. Coffman went to the Minne-
apolis Tribuneto bethe il and gas
reporter while Mr. Anthan worked
in the Washington Bureau for the
Des Moines Register for 32 years.
Mr. Anthanretiredin 2001 and Mr.
Coffmanin 1999.

Since then, both the men have
been doing somefreelancewriting.

Mr. Coffman said they received a
grant from the Alicia Patterson
Foundationtowriteabout declining
populationontheGreat Plains. The
stories were printed in the
foundation’ squarterly.

Now the men have received
money fromtheFundfor Investiga-
tive Journalism, part of the Knight
Foundation, towriteabout commu-
nity newspapersand changesonthe
plains. He said they started the
project last year.

“Welovethe Great Plains,” said
Mr. Coffman. “ Fortwocity guys, it
hasbeenadelighttotalk topeople.”

Theproject hasbeen tinged with
sadness, they said, becausesomany
towns have lost population and
young people are abandoning this
part of the country.

It is a huge part of the nation’s
history that i sheing abandoned, said
Mr. Coffman.

nance,” she said, “and | am pleased they
have taken a first step in funding Kansas
schools. Assoon asl receivethebill, | will
allow it to become law without my signa-
ture and forward it immediately to the Su-
preme Court.”

If Oberlinenrollment staysthesamenext
year andthebill ispassed, itwill meanmore
money for thedistrict despitethecutinlow
enrollment money.

Mr. Glodt said the district would get an
increasein money for “at-risk” sudents of
$20,698. At-risk money isbased ontheper-

centageof low-incomestudents, defined as
those on free and reduced lunch. That
money woul d gofor somekind of extended
learning opportunities for those students,
tutoring or possibly after-school activities.
Committeesat each school arerevisingthe
at-risk program, he said.

He said the school would get $15,678in
the special education fund aswell.

Mr. Glodt said the money in the general
fund is the only one that matters when it
comestoteacher salaries. Enrollment, said
Mr. Glodt, will dictateif there needsto be

any cutsinthedistrict.

Thereisasmall senior classthisyear, he
said, sothedistrict will get alittlereprieve.
Thefollowingyear, therewill be50 seniors
graduating and 25 or so kindergartners, so
thedistrict may takeahit then.

Another part of the bill, said Mr. Glodit,
isthat it allowsdistrictsto increase the so-
calledlocal optionbudgetto 27 percent. The
highest it can go now is 25 percent, but the
Oberlindistrictisonly at right at 19 percent.
Thelocal option budget comes from local

(SeeDISTRICT on Page 10A)

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Whenthefair board decidedtotry
something new for Saturday night at
the Decatur County Fair this year,
the Oberlin Lions Club declared
they wouldn’t sponsor ademolition
derby on another night.

Asthingsstand, there apparently
will be atractor pull in front of the
grandstand on Saturday, nothingon
Friday and no demolition derby.

The fair board decided to try
something new, said Ken Badsky,
president, and bookedthe Colorado
Truck and Tractor Pull Association
to put on atractor pull on Saturday
night, Aug. 13, the last evening of
thefair.

Jack Benton, withtheLionsClub,
said that he got a call from a Fair
Board member sayingthey couldn’t
have the derby on Saturday night,
thentheclubreceived aletter about

GEOGE ANTHAN and Jack Coffman sat onthe stepsof  a month later. The club sent the

Mr. Anthansaidthey heardabout the LandMark Inn M onday morni ng. The men stayed at the board aletter saying if that wasthe

(SeeMEN on Page 10A)

inn Sunday night while researching astory here.

decision, they would skipthederby

with
colors

KOLEBRETH painteda
zebra (above) during pre-
school Thursday whilehis
classmateBrittney Wesley
(left) colored alion. The
students have been learn-
ing about the alphabet and
the zoo. They havevisited
various business places
during the year to find

something for each letter.
— Herald staff photos
by Kimberly Davis

—] Fair won't feature
demoalition der by

thisyear.

He said the fair board has sent
another letter inviting Lionsrepre-
sentatives to the next meeting at 7
p.m. on Wednesday, April 13.

In the past, Saturday night has
been set aside for the Demolition
Derby. At the beginning of the
month, Mr. Benton sent aletter to
the fair board and the Decatur
County commissioners saying that
sinceSaturday had beentaken from
them, the Lions would not sponsor
aderby thisyear.

The Lions Club used to have &
derby on Friday and Saturday
nights, said Mr. Benton, but Friday
night wasn't as well attended and
they didn’t get asmany cars, so the
club decided to drop that evening.

KenBadsky, president of thefair
board, said Saturday night was the
only night the tractor pull could be
held. It will feature five classes of
tractors and the weighted sled will

(SeeBOARD on Page 10A)
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* Counal
gets
newface

(Continued from Page 1A)
for the next four years, but will try
to dowhat’ sbest for all concerned.
Mr. Stanley saidhewassurprised by
the number of write-in candidates
who got votes.

Incumbent Jay Anderson re-
ceived the second-highest votes
with 319. He said hewantsto work
on economic development in the
next four years.

Since Mr. McFee received the
third highest total, hewill be given
acertificateandreceiveaseat forthe
next four years.

Mrs. May said the school board
hasafull date of itemsto work on
inthenext four years, including con-
tinuing to work on the buildings,
budget problems and declining en-
rollment. Mrs. May said all of that
needsto behandledwhilemaintain-
ing the quality of the schools.

Mrs. Rabertson, whofiledfor the
seat back in September, wasn’t
availablefor comment.

Incumbent Dewayne Jacksonre-
ceived 123votestoretainhisseat on
the board representing District 5.
Incumbent ChrisBailey received 77
votes to keep his seat representing
District 6. Neither had an opponent.

County commissionerswill can-
vasstheballotsat 10a.m. Friday to
make sure all of the numbers are
correct. At that time, they will de-
cide how to handleany provisional
ballots.

*\Voter's
Wwritein
Nnames

(Continued from Page 1A)
Shewontheelectionwith43votes.
Withtwo other positionsalso open,
write-in candidates Don Bolt was
electedwith 10votesand Raymond
Y ahnee with 5. Warren Tacha had
3and Mr. Mrstik received 1.

InDresden, therewerethreeopen
seatsonthecouncil andnoonefiled.

DeloresDemperschmidt wonthe
electionwith 12 votes, followed by
Don Ritter with 9. Lillian Sulzman
and Russell Rhodeseachreceived 1
write-invote.

Mrs. Horn said that the county
commissionerswould probably de-
terminethethird seat by acointoss,
sinceit wasatie.

In the Jennings School Board
election, therewerefiveseatsopen.
Frances Bader, who was appointed
tofill anunexpiredterm, wasonthe
ballot to complete that term. She
wonwith 138 votes. Another unex-
pired term was won by Alisha
Vahling with 16 votes. Jeanette
Krizek and Jerry McKennaeachre-
ceived 3votesfor thetwo-year term.

With three four-year terms open
on the board and no one on the bal-
lot, the commissioners may have
some morework.

Gary Gillumwasthetopvoteget-
terwith31landMrs. Krizek camein
second with 20 to win two of the
seats. However, thethird seat wasa
tiewithMs. Vahlingand Lawrence
Carter each getting 16 votes.

Otherswith writeinswere War-
ren Tacha, 11; Jerry McKenna, 10;
and Pat McKenna, 2.

Mrs. Horn said that in this case,
Ms. Vahling will have to decide
which seat shewants. I f shetakesthe
two-year term, Mr. Carter will get
the four-year one. However, if she
wantsthefour-year term,itwill toa
coin flip and the school board will
havetofill thetwo-year term.
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Officer
recovers
guns

A call fromamaninGorhamon
Monday led the Decatur County
Sheriff’ sOfficeto 15 gunsstolen
March 16 from of ahome amile
and half east of town.

Undersheriff Michael French
said hegot acall fromamanwho
had theguns. Theman said hehad
readastoryintheHaysDaily News
after the guns were stolen from
Evan Robertson’ s home and was
starting to get worried. Undersh-
eriff French said the man didn't
wanttoidentify himself at first, but
didlater.

Hesaid Ronald Scott, 48, saidhe
bought thegunsfromBilly Lasiter
35, for $500. He said the two met
while working on an ail rig to-
gether. Mr. Lasiter still livesin
Oberlin.

Undersheriff French said he
droveto Gorhamon Tuesday tore-

T i i b |
UNDERSHERIFF Michael French tagged one
(above). Herecovered the 15 stolen guns (bel ow) last Monday in Gorham, near Russell.

of the recovered guns into evidence

— Herald staff photos by Kimberly Davis
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cover theguns.

Last Wednesday, the guns
weretagged and putinthecounty
evidencelocker.

The collection, which com-
prisesof someantiques, somecol-
lector pieces, some gunsthat be-
longed to Mr. Robertson’s dad
and some that he uses today, is
va ued around $9,000.

Thegunswon’tbereturned un-

til after thecourt proceedings, Mr.
French said.

Mr. Lasiter wasarrested on Fri-
day in McCook after he had his
probation revoked.

Heisbeing held in McCook.
Undersheriff French said Mr.
Lasiter has been summoned to
court on Monday for charges of
theft, burglary andfel ony posses-
sion of afirearm.

* Board asksLions
tonext meeting

(Continued from Page 1A)
come out of Colorado.

Theboard, hesaid, wantedtohold
the demolition derby Friday night
andthenthetractor pull on Saturday
to help fill the grandstands more
nightsof thefair.

“Our club has had this event on
Saturday night for many, many
years,” wroteMr. Benton. “ Wefeel
that to have participants, it needsto
beonaSaturday night. Most people
that havecarswork duringtheweek
and would not beableto beherefor
aFriday-night event.”

Inthepast, hesaid, they havehad
carsfromall over andthereisnoway
for many driversto get off at 5p.m.
and get here.

Mr. Benton noted that the derby
isoftenthemost popular event at the
grandstands, and the Lions aways
givetheFair Board 10 percent of the
profits. Therest of the money goes
back into the community for club
projects, hesaid.

Mr. Badsky saidtheboardwill get
theentiregatefor thetruck andtrac-
tor pull and then hopefully will
make something after expenses.

Most people who have things at
thegrandstand givetheboard 7 per-

cent of the gross, he said, but the
Lions Club give 10 percent of the
net.

Commissioner Patricia Glenn
said she thought the fair board
should have contacted the Lions
Club beforethe decision was made
to havethetractor pull on Saturday
night to seeif the Lions would be
interested in Friday night.

Theboardalsoisplanninga“ mut-
tonbustin’” event on Tuesday night,
andtheCol gate Country Showdown
music show onenight, maybesome
areaentertainers and the truck and
tractor pull. That meansif thedemo
derby isn’t held on Friday night,
therewill be one evening open.

Mr. Benton said theLionswould
not be holding the derby on Friday,
but did ask for the grandstands for
the Saturday night of the 2006 fair.

“Wewishyouthebest of luck on
tryingtofind entertainment that will
fill thestandsandreturn 100 percent
tothecommunity,” hewrote.

Mr. Badsky saiditisalwaysgood
to have variety at the grandstands.
Theboardthinksthetruck andtrac-
tor pull will get people into the
stands, and to the carnival after-
wards.

Marriageissuegetsstirongyes

Decatur County voters over-
whelmingly approved changingthe
Kansas Congtitution to include the
so-called marriage amendment in
voting Tuesday.

In Decatur County, 77 percent of
the 814 people who voted on the
amendment, or 662, wanted to add
it to the constitution. That left 152
peoplewho were against theidea.

The results were similar to the
vote across the state. At 10 p.m.
Tuesday night, with 133 out of 210
precinctsreporting acrossthestate,
theamendment had won or waswin-
ning in all of them by 70 percent.
The partial preliminary vote was
307,492-130,722.

Theamendment, whichwaspub-
lishedin papersacrossthestateand

debatedin pul pitsand coffeeshops,
reads:

“Marriage. (a) Themarriagecon-
tractisto be consideredin law asa
civil contract. Marriage shall be
constituted by one man and one
woman only. All other marriages
are declared to be contrary to the
public policy of this state and are
void.

“(b) Norelationship, otherthana
marriage, shall berecognized by the
state as entitling the parties to the
rightsor incidents of marriage.”

Across the county, 905 voters
turned out to have their say on
amending the constitution and for
school board candidates and city
council members.

Decatur County Clerk Marilyn

Hornsaidthat shewaspleasedwith
theturnout.

Thisyear, shesaid, 38 percent of
thecounty’ s2,420registeredvoters
went to the polls.

“Wewent back 10 years, and we
normally run 33 percent,” she said.
“Wehad very poor advancevoting.
Wenormally have 100-some. This
timeweonly had 76.”

There was a strong vote in the
small cities, shesaid.

“Dresden, Norcatur and Jennings
had very good turnouts,” she said;
inDresden, 58 percent; Norcatur, 48
percent; and Jennings, 48 percent of
theeligiblevoterscasttheir ballots.

In Oberlin, 484 people cast their
ballotsout of apossible1,382for 38
percent.

*Menwriting
articleabout
newspape's

(Continued from Page 1A)
Oberlin when they were at lowa
State University talking with some
economists. They talked with
Cornelia Flora, who heads a pro-
gram dealing with rural develop-
ment i ssues. She had been to Ober-
linandidentified it asacommunity
trying all thethingsit shouldto sur-
vive. Mr. Coffmansaid Oberlinhas
agood leadership group and they
aren’t afraid to takerisks.

Thereporterscameout ayear ago
and spenttheday. At that time, they
talked with Mayor Ken Shobe. Mr.
Anthan said they wanted to come
back and talk with themayor again
and stay at the LandMark, since it
wasfull thelast time.

Themen said they will complete
the newspaper story sometimein
May.

They haveta kedwith newspaper
ownersfromtheCanadianborderin
North Dakota down through Kan-
sas. They met a90-year-old school

board reporter and a professional
oboeplayer whoisalsoapublisher.

Mr. Coffmansaidthey spenttheir
livesinthenewspaper businesscov-
ering politics.

He said they were both spin
doctors,Mr. Coffman but in all the
yearsinthe businessthey never got
straight answers. Inthelast year on
the project, they have talked with
250t0260 people, hesaid, andit has
been a delight to meet people who
areanxioustotalk.

Mr. Coffman said Steve Haynes,
publisher of The Oberlin Herald,
put it pretty well when hesaid it is
important to have a newspaper in
towntomaintainthesocial fabricof
thecommunity. A newspaper isone
of the institutions that helps holc
everything together, he said.

Monday morning, the men
headed out for Concordia. Mr.
Anthansaidthey will talk withafew
more publishers, and then to press
association officias.

* Digtrict may get
somemoremoney

(Continued from Page 1A)
property taxes; an increase usually
requiresavote of the people.

The problem is, said Mr. Glodt,
that big districtsthey haveno prob-
lemincreasing that budget because
people don't care so much about
property taxes.

The Oberlin district tried to in-
creaseit to 25 percent in 2004, but
thevoterssaid no.

“Thisplan,” hesaid, “doesn’ ttake
the pressure off the local tax pay-
ers.”

The Legislature was under the
gun from a Supreme Court ruling

that it wasn’t spending enough on
schools. The lawsuit is about the
statebeingabletofundeducationin
Kansas, he said, not the local tax-
payers.

If an increase in the local taxes
fails, he said, it would leave the
boardwith no option but to cut staff
again.

Money for education shoulc
comefromthestate, ssidMr. Glodt.
If the state would do what they
should be doing, then the money
would comefromthe stateand dis-
trictswould havetorely lessonlo-
cal taxpayers.

Sormdarts putsout fire

Duringthelightning andthunder-
storm last Tuesday night, the
Jennings Rural Fire Department
wascalled out to agrassfiretwoto
three miles east of Clayton on the
south side of U.S. 383, but never
couldfindit.

Chief Kerry Green said the call
cameinaround8:30p.m. Heguess-
ed that lightning wasthe cause, but
whenthey gottothelocation, itwas
raining and they never did see any
flames. Hesaid hefiguredthestorm
started it and put it out.

AR

Year Special for

nwkansas.com

For alimited time, Oberlin
customer s can receive 12 full months of
internet for |lessthan the price of eight.

That's four months free

The nwkansas.com offersinternet and  usage. Call today toget hooked up.
e-mail service. We have fast modems,

For more information call The

superior service and unlimted active OberlinHeraldat (785-475-2206.

43198

| nter net access as low as $16.50/month*

G

" 'nwkansas.com

*Price based on sign-up special at The Oberlin Herald. Prices will vary
in different towns. Normal monthly rates are $24.95.




