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TEAM MEMBERSMichelleRuss(aboveleft)andDarbi  carrot onhisway out thedoor (bel ow). FourthgradersCody
Rousediscussed how tobuildtheir car duringtheconstruc-  Wurmand Brady Fortin (bottom picture) tested their apple

tion phase of the Lunch Box Derby last Wednesday at  wheelswhileworking on their car in the morning.
— Herald staff photos by Kimberly Davis

Oberlin Elementary School. Mason Berry (below) ate a

build
cars

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Parents may tell their kids not
to play with their food at home,
but last Wednesday they encour-
aged it while they helped their
fourth- and fifth-grade sons and
daughters build cars from fruits
and vegetables.

Studentsat OberlinElementary
School got to build race cars out
of pineapples, apples, cucumbers,
oranges, eggplants, bananas,
cherries, strawberries and other
ediblesfor theannual LunchBox
Derby.

Thederby started 12 yearsago
when the Washington Apple As-
sociationsponsoredit. After they
dropped the national event,
Raye’s Grocery continued to
sponsor the Oberlin competition.

Each spring, store employees
pack up boxes of fruits and veg-
etablesand haul themtothegrade
school. The goodies are put on a
tableinthecafeteriasofourthand
fifth graders, paired off inteams,
can go through the line and pick
what they want to build with.

Many of the students’ parents
come in to help them. Without
helpfromanadult, either aparent
or teacher, the studentscan’t use
aknife.

Serena Stacy and Amanda
Marshall, bothfifthgraders, made
acar usinganeggplant asthebody
and applesfor whedls. Insidethe
eggplant was a banana driver,
complete with atie, ears, nose,
eyesandmouth. Thegirlssaidthe
driver was Principal Duane
Dorshorst.

First timers Ryan May and
Tyler Bruggeman, both fourth
graders, agreed that they wanted
towinwiththeir car either by go-
ing the farthest distance or be-
cause of creativity.

Tyler saidthey pickedacucum-
ber for thebody of thecar because
that is what his dad, Gary, said
they should do, and he has expe-
riencebuilding cars.

Ryan said they also picked
things for decoration, like rad-

B

ishes. The boys decided to name
their car OuttaHere.

Down afew tableswere Eliza-
beth Nedland and Nicole Russ,
whowerebusy buildingtheSwifty
Sweet Racer out of a pineapple.
They saidthey wantedtowinmost
creative.

“Wethought of what mightlook
good,” said Elizabeth, “and what
might rungoodinarace.”

The girls said the main reason
they picked the pineapple, straw-
berriesand other fruit for their car
wasbecausethat iswhat they like
to eat.

They saidthey didn’ tgetany ad-
vice from older brothers and sis-
ters.

“1 saw (the derby) in the third
grade,” said Elizabeth, “and liked

(See DERBY on Page8A)

Good Samar itan Center tobuy studentsbooks

TheFirst Hand Friends program
at Oberlin Elementary School will
receive $500 from the Decatur
County Good Samaritan Center to
buy books.

The center recently received a
grant from Wal-Mart for $1,000.
ActivitiesDirector JanBadsky said
when shefirst applied for thegrant,
the thought that came to mind was

the importance of reading in the
schools.

With the budget problems the
Oberlin School District hashad, she
said, she thought the center could
help.

The First Hand Friends are first
graders who come to the center
twice amonth and read out loud to
the residents. The program, said

Mrs. Badsky, goesthroughthesum-
mer, when studentsof all agescome
intoread.

She said she asks parents to en-
courage their kidsto comeread in
thesummer. Not only isagreat way
toget kidsand older folkstogether,
butit hel pskidsbecomebetter read-
ers.

Thecenter plansanicecream so-

cial at Tuesday, May 2, with enter-
tainment.

Mrs. Badsky said they will take
donations, and the money will be
used to match the grant.

She said she would like to take
someof the$5001eft fromthegrant
money to purchase books for the
center so youngsters don’t always
haveto bring their own.

127th Y ear, Number 16

Elementary
toget new
windows

Gradeschool will get
safepanesthat will open

The Oberlin School Board ac-

cepted abid of $102,208 last Mon-
day fromNorton Glasstoreplaceall
thealuminumframewindowsat the
gradeschool, includingthoseinthe
gym.
The board has talked about re-
placingthewindowsa ongthesouth
wall for months now. Some of the
windows don’t open, while others
havefallen out and shatteredinside
the classroom.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt said
the board sent out four requestsfor
bidsto Wayne Goltl Construction,
Fidele Electric and Woodcrafting,
McCook Glassand Norton Glass.

Theonly bidsreceivedwerefrom
McCook Glass for $165,703 and
Norton Glass for $102,228. The
board decided to accept the lower
bid.

Some of the new windows will
open, but somewon't, hesaid. Ina
row of six or sevenwindows, about
three will be vent windows that
open.

Mr. Glodt said the windows will
be tinted a dark bronze on the out-
side and white on the inside. That
means no more shades.

Board member Monte Moore
asked if thereisawarranty. Princi-
pal DuaneDorshorst said hethought
it's 15 years. The windows are
double-panedand openout, hesaid.

Will thereplacement beasummer
project?asked Board Member Barb
Olson. Yes, said Mr. Glodt. The
worse-case scenario if the parts
don’tcomeinontimeisthat Norton
Glasswould havetodooneroomat
atime during the school year. The

School
Roundup

Atameeting last Monday night,
the Oberlin School Board:

+ Decided not to hold any late
start days in April or May. Story
below.

+ Accepted new policies on first
readingand discussedacell phone
policy that still needs to be written.
Story to come.

+ Accepted a bid of $102,208 to
replace aluminumframed windows
and the ones in the gym at Oberlin
Elementary School. Story to left.

+Discussedanew heating, ven-
tilating and air conditioning system
at the high school to replace the
steam boilers, butdecided to table
a decision. Story to come.

+ Voted to cut the high school
bandteacher'sfull-time contractto
part-time for next year. Story on
Page 8A.

+ Agreed to hire six students to
work for the summer doing main-
tenance, custodial work and other
jobs. Story to come.

+ Denied Maria Sanden’s re-
quest for early retirement. Story
below.

kidsintheoneroom could moveout
for aday for the windowsto bere-
placed.

If theboard decidesto dothenew
windowsand then possibly replace
the heating system and put in air

(SeeBOARD on Page 8A)

Band program
cut topart-time

Afterthreesuccessiveclosed ses-
sions last Monday, the Oberlin
School Board decided to offer the
high school bandteacher ahalf time
contract for next year.

The board voted not to renew
DeanneSpanier’ s full-timecontract
and cut her to parttimefor the2005-
2006 school year. She will receive
writtennoticebeforeMay 1andcan
ask for ahearing.

Ms. Spanier has worked for the
district for threeyears.

The letter stated that Ms.
Spanier’ s contract was cut to part-
timebecause of thelow numbersin
band.

Theboardheld closed sessionsfor
30, 15 and five minute for non-
el ected personnel beforethevoteon
Ms. Spanier.

The board discussed new wall
pads for the junior and senior high
gyms. Superintendent Kelly Glodt
saidthestudentsand athl etic depart-
ment weregoingtoraisemoney for
the pads, which were going to cost
around$7,000for four. Someoneat
another school had mentioned to
Athletic Director Randy Olson that
Pepsi bought them new pads. Since
thedistricthasacontract with Pepsi,
Mr. Olsonwasgoingtocall thecom-
pany and ask for support beforeany
decisionsare made.

Teacher Appreciation Week is
thefirst full week in May, and Mr.
Glodt said the district may set up
somefruit traysor somethinginthe
teacher lounges.

The administrators will cook
lunch for the teachers on Friday,
May 6, hesaid. Thecurrent staff has
picked up the slack in the past year
or so, said Mr. Glodt, and heisn’t
sure if they really ever got recog-
nized for that.

In other business, the board:

* Heard there may be some hail
damage to the Oberlin Elementary
School roof, butitisn’t leaking.

* Heard that during arecent rain,
theband roomdid havealeak. Wa-
ter ruinedaclavinova, alaptop com-
puter, some ceiling tiles and some
flooring. A power surge caused
around $3,000 to $4,000 worth of
damageto equipment inthetechnol-
ogy closet. One of the pieces of
equipment damaged was the one
that isaback-up for all of the com:-
puters and servers. The piece cost
$5,0000riginaly. It canbereplaced
for less. Insurance will cover the
cost of the new item.

« Heard that the empl oyeerecog-
nition dinner will beat 7 p.m. next
Wednesday at the high school. The
administrators will be grilling

(SeeBAND on Page8A)

Thelatestart daysscheduledfor
Wednesday, April 20andMay 18,
havebeen canceledfor studentsin
the Oberlin School District.

At the end of 2004, the school
board decidedto start classestwo
hourslateonthethird Wednesday
of themonth for teacher training.
Superintendent Kelly Glodt said

Board cancas
|ast two lategarts

the teachers said those sessions
weresomeof thebest they had. It
isworth it to spend time on staff
development, hesaid.

OnboththethirdWednesday in
April andMay, though, therewill
be no training, and school will
start at the normal time.




8A THE OBERLINHERALD  Wednesday, April 20, 2005

* Derby
features
food

(Continued from Page 1A)
the pineapplecars.”

Students built the carsin the
morning, thenracedtheminthegym
intheafternoon. Inthefourth grade
heat, Cassidy Shields and Jordin
Wasson took first in the most cre-
ative category with the “Buggy
Mobile.” Cheyanne Soderlund and
MikaHackney took secondwiththe
“Sunday Blast.”

In the fifth grade, Shay
M cChesney, Connor McHugh and
Andrew Russtook firstincreativity
with “Veggielizer 22" and
Samantha Anderson and Megan
Huntley were second with the
“Crazy Mr. Cullen.”

In the race for distance, winners
were:

« Fourthgraders: KadeBrownand
Channing Farr, first withthe“Lean
Green Fighting Machine,” which
went 41 feet; Cody Wurm and
Brady Fortin with the “Crusin’
Cory,” 36 feet, 7 inches; Taylor
Macfee and Kaylee May with the
“Mrs. Granny Smith,” 33 feet, 3
inches.

« Fifth Graders: Brianna Klima
andBrooklyn O’ Hare, firstwiththe
“Cucumber Crusher,” 43 feet, 5
inches; Matthew Wittmanand Tyler
Shieldswith“ Theldander,” 36fest;
McChesney, McHugh and Russ
with the “Veggielizer 22,” 35 fest,
3inches.

County
building
leaking

After the recent rains,
Decatur County commission-
ersagreedthatthenorthwall of
thecourthouseneedsto betuck
pointed and the cracks need to
besealed soit doesn’t leak.

CustodianBob Berlssaid he
had to clean up plaster and a
mess in the back of the court-
room. Sheriff KenBadsky said
he had some items ruined and
dispatch had to put out trash
cansandtowelsonthestairsso
that water wouldn’t run down
them.

The commissioners asked
Mr.Berlstocall Mid Continen-
tal Restoration and get abid.

Sheriff Badsky asked if he
could go after aByrnegrant to
hireanemployeeforayear. The
federal grant would pay 75 per-
cent of the salary for ayear.

He said Randy McHugh is
hopingtobeback toworkinthe
sheriff’ sofficeat thebeginning
of May after National Guard
serviceinIrag.

The commissioners talked
withKenRhor of Pitney Bowes
about new postage machines
which will be required by the
Postal ServicestartinginJuly.
Themachineswill be more se-
cureandwill behookeddirectly
to the phoneline, he said. The
county will haveto pay for the
new machine, but thecommis-
sionershaven’'t madeany deci-
sionsyet.

County Attorney Steve
Hirsch called the museum to
seeif they havethecensusfrom
1900.

Curator SharleenWurmsaid
shedid and could provideit on
CD.

Atarecent meeting, commis-
sioners talked about using
names of pioneer familiesfor
county roads.

A touch of color

WITH A CRAYON in one hand and a sucker in another,
Stephani Noonecol ored during kindergarten classlast week

inJennings. Sheisthedaughter of Bill and Marilyn Noone.
— Herald staff photo by Cynthia Haynes

Paper winsawar dsin statecompetition

The Oberlin Herald won three
awards in the Kansas Press
Association’ sannual Better News-
papers competition.

Awards were given at the
association’s annual convention
Friday and Saturday at the Holiday
InninLawrence.

Managing Editor KimDavistook
second placefor best newsstory in
the division for medium sized
weekly newspapers.

Her story, “Downthe Rope,” de-
tailed an escape last May from the
Decatur County Jail. An 18-year-
oldprisoner leftthefour-storyjail in
a classic manner — by tying bed
sheetstogether to makearope, and
then lowering himself to the lawn.

Heleft the sheetsflapping in the
wind for officials to find the next
morning.

Mrs. Davis and Editor Steve
Hayneswonthird placefor commu-
nity servicefor articlesand an edi-
torial that galvanized stateofficials
toactionwhenaserviceprojectwas
overlooked.

The storiesfocused on the Ober-
lin Jaycees’ annual Angel Tree
project, which matches donors to
childrenwhoneedalittleChristmas
cheer. After the closing of the state
welfareofficehere, though, Depart-
ment of Social Services workers
failedto spread word of theproject.
Few familiesapplied.

That changed after thestoriesand
editorial appeared, and the Angel
Treeproduced abounty of giftsfor
youngsters.

The Herald won third place for
special sectionsfor atributelastyear
to Decatur County veterans of
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AT THEJENNINGSHIGH promApril 9, Queen Rocki
Bochert and King KyleKinser danced. —pPhoto by Julie Carter

Upcoming Auction!
10 a.m. e May 7, 2005
Gateway in Oberlin

Furniture « Lawn Equipment

Hand Tools =« Antiques
& Miscellaneous

Johnson Realty, Inc.

122 South Penn, Oberlin, KS 67749
Roberta Johnson, Broker
Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Broker/Auctioneer
785-475-2785
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Want A Cadillac?
I’'ve got ‘em!

2002 Escalade

only 34,000 miles
2001 Eldorado
maroon, a real beauty.
2000 Deville

low miles, local trade.
1999 Seville SLS
We’ve got 4!

And many, many
more....

Call Toll Free Today!
Chanse Beinke

(888) 324-2306
Cell (308) 708-0850

Plum Creek Motors
1111 Plum Creek Parkway
Lexington, NE

“I'll give you a great deal

and a great deal more!

World War Il.

Around the area, The Norton
Telegramwon 11 awardsin thedi-
vision for small weekly papers, in-
cluding five for Carolyn Kelley
Plotts of Norcatur, who writes the
Out Back columnfor TheHerald.

Mrs. Plotts, society editor of The
Telegram, wonfirst placefor feature
photography for apictureof agirl at
the county fair. She won another
firgt, for agricultural writing, for a
story on a buffalo ranching opera-
tion. She also received awards for
featurewriting, investigativereport-
ing and photo package.

Vernoica Monier of The Tele-

gramwon four awards, and the pa-
per took first placefor headlinewrit-
ing.

The Goodland Star-News won
seven prizes, including first place
for featurewriting for astory about
the recovery of adog burnedin a
kennel fire. Writer Kathryn Burke
detailed the struggles of the pooch
anditsowner,aGoodland business-
women.

In Colby, Editor Tom Dreiling
wonthirdplaceintheclassfor small
daily newspapersfor editorial writ-
ing.

All the papers are owned by
Nor’ West Newspapers of Oberlin.

* Board
Saysyes
tohid

(Continued from Page 1A)
conditioning at the high schooal, is
theremoney inthecapital improve-
ment fund for all of that? asked
Board Member Delayne May.

Mr. Glodt said the district has
$590,000 in capital outlay right
now. After payingfor thewindows,
the district will have arounc
$490,000, and they will get
$108,000 next year from property
taxes.

If theboard decidestodo heating,
he said, he wouldn’t recommend
paying for all of it at once. Instead,
he said he would look into financ-
ing.

Mr. Glodt said thedistrict hasthe
money to do the windows and he
thought it needed to be done.

Therest of the windows that are
aluminum framed aren’t in bao
shape, said Mr. Glodt. It will alsc
take major construction to change
thewindows.

* Band
teacher
cut

(Continued from Page 1A)
steaks.

* Helda15-minutecl osed session
for negotiations. There was no ac-
tiontaken.

* Held 10-minute and then 15-
minute closed sessions with the
board and superintendent for non-
elected personnel. There was nc
action taken.

-

The AgriTalk Ethanol Pump Tour

KoriTalk.

Forward Thinking. Straight Talk. 93

Coming to Trenton, Nebraska Arbor Day

April 29, 2005

5:30 AM to Closing
Traills West Sinclair

Trenton, Nebraska

Live Locally on the Prairie 9 - 11 a.m.
Live National radio program 10 - 11 a.m.

Discounts oN E-10 ETHANOL BLEND FUEL

THE TALK THAT ROCKS

~

\_

Host: Mike Adams

GUESTS INCLUDE:

Nebraska Governor - Dave Heineman
Nebraska Senator - Tom Baker

SPONSORED BY:

Nebraska Corn Growers Association
Frenchman Valley Co-op
Wagner Ford - Mercury - Toyota
NC+ Hybrids
Budke Motors
Kugler Fertilizer

Eugene Koch
Vermeer Balers in Benkelman
VAP Ag Service
McCook National Bank
Trails West
Prime Ag Consultants
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