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Mid-sgzeschool districts
usingour moneytosueus

Thoughthey claimthey don’t haveenough
money to educatetheir children, greedy mid-
size school districts have spent more than $2
millionintax money suingthestateinthelast

few years.
Andthey’renot doneyet.

Now thesedistricts, led by Salinaand Dodge
City, are demanding that the state Supreme
Court take over the school system and pump
an extrabillion dollarsinto public education.

No one is saying where this money will
comefrom, but thatispretty easy tofigureout.
In effect, these districts are using our money

to sueusfor more.

ThelLegidaturereally needsto put astopto
this. If peopleintheseschool districtswant to
sue, they ought to raisethe money.

Itshouldn’ t belegal to spend statetax money

to suethe state.

It’ shardto seewhy thiskind of behavior has

been allowed at all.

Atthecoreof theproblemisthebelief that,
if you don’t like the way thingsturn out, it's

OK tosue.

Under our system, thegovernor proposesa
budget. TheL egidatureissupposedtodecide
how to spend statemoney. TheL egislatureis
supposed to decide how muchtotax us.

Not the courts. Not ahandful of school dis-
trictsthat feel dlighted becausetheir neighbors

funding formula.

And the Legidlature is supposed to decide
what school districts can and cannot do with
statetax money. Courtsaresupposedtointer-

pret thelaw, not makeit.
It' sasafebet that taxpayersdidn’ tintendfor

andthelike.

school districtsto be ableto use their money
tosuethelL egislature. Wesort of thought that
money was for teachers, classrooms, books

WhenitbecameOK tousetax money tosue
the state, we're not sure. It’s something the
L egislature can and should change, though.

Thereareother, similar abusesof tax money.

lobbyists.

School districts, counties, cities, el ected offi-
cialsall usetax money to pay groupsthat hire

These groups try to influence the Legisla-

turetodowhat publicofficialswant,andthat’s

not necessarily what taxpayers want. Often,

itjust costsusmoney.

Tax money shouldn’t be spent to influence
decisionsin Topeka. Thoseshouldbedecided

by legidlators, taking into account thewishes

ese.

Legidlature.

get moreper pupil under thecomplicated state

of their bosses— thetaxpayers—andnoone

Publicofficia sshould not beallowedtotake
our money and sue our state or influence our

It stimefor thisstuff to stop.

—SeveHaynes

Recipeshortcut wor ked out

Somecooksfollow therecipepre-
cisely.

They measureexactly, using aflat
edge to level off flour and sugar.
Liquid ingredients are measured
right down to the last drop. They
evenmeasurethedepth of thedough
when rolling out biscuits or bread.
And, heaven forbid, not having ex-
actly therightingredientsor follow-
ing thedirectionstotheletter.

| wish | were alittle more that
way. But, alas, | tendtobemoreof a
“dlap-dash” kind of cook.

Jim was going to amen’ s prayer
breakfast this morning and wanted
totakebiscuitsandgravy. | stay out
of hisway whenhe' smakinggravy,
first because he likes to do it, and
secondly he, quite frankly, makes
better gravy than | do.

Wegot homelatelast night, but |
wanted to get a head start for this
morning. Sol found my new biscuit
recipe, glancedthroughitand cutthe
butter into thedry ingredients, cov-
ered the bowl and let it set on the
counter. | set out therolling pin, an-
other bowl for theliquidingredients
and a cookie sheet, so | would be
ready to go thismorning.

It wasavery early breakfast and
wehadtoalowfor drivetime, sowe
setthealarmfor 5a.m. Whilel was
waiting for thecoffeeto brew, | de-
cided to read the recipe more thor-
oughly. Wait, | didn’'t see thislast
night. Buttermilk. 1 didn’t havebut-
termilk. And what’ sthis? Chill the
dough for two hoursbeforebaking.
| wasgoing to bedoing goodjust to
get donein30minutes, let alonetwo
hours.

Too late to worry about it now.
The biscuits were made with plain
old milk and they barely cooled to
roomtemperaturebeforethey were
poppedintotheoven. But, youknow
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what? They were pretty good bis-
cuitsanyway. I'll have to try them
“theright way” sometime, and see
if | canimproveonthem.

—ob—

We took a mini-vacation this
weekend. Wedroveto Lawrenceon
Saturday, attended a newspaper
event, then spent the evening with
JmandLinda. Of course, westayed
up too late talking and lingered too
long over breakfast the next morn-
ing. That made usabout 10 minutes
|ate getting to church with Bill and
Betty inJunction City, butthey were
still singingwhenwedlidintoapew.
Not too many noticed. | hope.

Their churchisbetweenministers
right now, so they had a guest
preacher from out of town deliver
the message. He talked about how
the congregation would conduct
themselvesin “the meantime,” un-

til their new preacher arrivesin
town, ultimately tying the analogy
towhat we(all of us) will doin“the
meantime” before Christ comes
again.

Good sermon. Any sermon | re-
member more than aday isagood
sermon. Hopefully, that’s one |
won't forget. The best sermons,
however, arelived, not preached.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

Now therefore ye are no
morestrangersandforeigners,
but fellow-citizens with the
saints, and of thehousehol d of
God; And are built upon the
foundation of theapostlesand
prophets, JesusChrist himself
being the chief corner stone.

Ephesians2:19, 20
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The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
public interest. Letters should be
brief, clear and to the point.

They mustbesignedand carry the
address and phone number of the
author.

Mail lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave,,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail

to obheral d@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous
letters. We sign our opinions and
expect readersto do likewise.

Thank-yousfromthisareashould
be submitted to the Want Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but
will beread and edited for formand
style, clarity, length and legality.
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Truth nolonger thebottomline?

Goingto pressmeetingsover the
years, we' vegottento hear and meet
someinteresting people— cartoon-
istslikeLynnJohnson (For Better or
Worse), politicians like Bob Dole
and celebrities like Erin Brock-
ovich.

Thisyear at theKansasPressAs-
sociation, weheard Carl Bernstein.

People my age remember Bern-
steinasoneof apair of young report-
ers who uncovered the Watergate
scandal and eventually brought
down the Nixon administration.
That, however, was 30 yearsago.

Whenl first heard that Mr. Bern-
steinwasspeaking, | sort of yawned.
I thought it was OK, but wasn'tit a
little late? Carl Bernstein was old
news.

Wheredoesamangowho brings
down a president? Is there any up
fromthere?

Actually, it was more sideways.
Over thelast 30 years, asareporter
and author, he has uncovered a se-
cret agreement between the U.S,,
Egypt, Chinaand Pakistantosupply
armsto Afghan rebels, been tossed
out of Irag by Saddam Husseinand
uncoveredasecret alliancebetween
Ronald Reagan and Pope John Paul
|1 that hel ped hastenthefall of com-
munism in Europe.

Histalk wasamixtureof fear that
the big conglomerate news organi-
zationsare moreinterested in prof-
itsthanthe common good and acry
for journaliststo seek the truth and
not just the sensational .

He sees so much of what isre-
ported today as celebrity seeking,
sensationalism and manufactured
controversy. And he did that with-
out once mentioning the trials of
MarthaStewart or Michael Jackson.

Mr. Bernstein decried what he
called “Idiot Culture.” Thisis not
seekingthetruth or greater good but
pandering to the masses, he said,
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sort of fast food for the mind.

Instead of reporting on what
peopledoandthinkinlragand how
their lives have been changed, the
networks are counting bodies and
reporting the bombings and terror-
ismof afew.

Ahwell, bread and circuseshave
been with usfor along time. Some
whose names are revered today —
publisherslikeHurstand Pulitzer —
were not above manufacturing a
little war in some faraway placein
order to sell papers.

Of course, we should be better
thanweare. Weneed preacherslike
Mr. Bernstein to keep us on the
straight and narrow.

Personally, | think all thehubbub
over electing the new popefallsin
the same category. We can’t make
onebit of differenceinthe process,
and all thereporting intheworldis
not going to change anything.

So, after checking the paper and
findingagreat dearth of “Idiot Cul-
ture” — we didn’'t have one celeb-
rity trial story, onelowest-common-
denominator piece or even a
pseudoscience story on breast im-
plants — | decided to add alittle
Idiot Humor.

At churchin Emporiaon Sunday,
the priest handed out copies of the
“Sweet Sisting” bracket.

Set up to look like the basketball
playoffs, it gave the names of 15
cardinals of the church the media
hasnamed asfront runnerstobethe

next pontiff.

FromItaly wehaveDionigi Tetta-
manzi, Giovanni Battista, Oscar
Andres and Angelo Scol. From
Latin America, thereisJorgeMario
Bergoglio, Argentina; Claudio
Hummes, Brazil; Nicolas de Jesus
Lopez Rodriguez, Dominican Re-
public; Rodriguez Maradiaga(Hon-
duras); and Dario CastrillonHoyos,
Columbia

Ontheother sideof thechart from
Europe thereis Christoph Schoen-
born, Austria; Ted Crilly, Craggy
Island, Ireland; Godfried Danneels,
Belgium; and Joseph Ratzinger,
Germany. And from Africa anc
Asiawe have Wilfrid Fox Napier,
South Africa; Ivan Dias, India,
FrancisArinze, Nigeria; and Duke.
Oh, that’ sabasketball team.

Italy goesagainst Latin Americe
and Europeagainst Africaand Asic
inthe bracket.

The winners play (pray) for the
chair of St. Peter and theright to be
the Supreme Pontiff of the Univer-
sal Church.

(Thank theL ordthepopechanges
hisname. Canyouimaginethetele-
visionreporterssayingHisHoliness
PopeGodried AndresRodriguez de
Jesus Arinze?

And, there, folksis your Idiot
Culture for the day. For us Catho-
lics, if we can’t laugh at ourselves,
everyone else will be snickering
without us.

Sprmgtlmespeual mthehllls

Assomereturn to the sea, or the
mountain, for renewal, | go to the
hills.

| grew up ontheedgeof the Flint
Hills west of Emporia, and spent
hours driving the back roads and
pastures of Chase County.

Wehunted quail inthefall, hiked
in the winter and picnicked in the
summer. We explored down into
Greenwood County and came back
over the unfenced pastures to the
valley of the South Fork of the Cot-
tonwood.

| know the hills, and they know
me.

| don’'t haveto go home. | can be
happy inthe Red Hillsdown south,
the Gyp Hills, the Smoky Hills
around Salina. Set me down in the
rolling country along the Sappa
Creek, and I’ m happy.

Just let mewalk.

But springtime is special in the
Flint Hills. It swhen they burn the
pastures, arite as old as the ranch
housesand stonefencesthat dot the
tallgrassregion.

We only had aday after a meet-
ingin Lawrence, and wewerelate.
Thefirst half of themonthisprime
timefor pasture burning.

But the farther north you go, the
later theburn. Andwewereinluck
Saturday night.

A pall hung over eastern Kansas.
Wespotted our first flamesjust out-

AIongtheSappa
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sideof Lawrence. There were doz-
ens more fires in Shawnee and
Waubunsee counties.

A talgrassfireis awe inspiring.
Thegrasscanbesix feettall,andthe
flames can jump twice that high,
maybemore.

Anorangeglow lightsthesky for
milesaroundaprairiefire. Upclose,
theblaze can befrightening. Likea
forest fire, it creates its own draft,
drawing thewindinto it, and send-
ing up cloudsof denseblack smoke.

Downaround Admire, they hada
really bigfiregoing, acoupleof sec-
tionsor more.

My brother and Bill Sneed, the
photographer from Lawrence, had
told us we would be too late down
in Chase County, and for the most
part, that wasthe case.

The cattle are due in this week,
Bill said. Therewon't beany fires.

And from the top of the divide
betweentheNeoshoandtheCotton-
wood, you could see only acouple
of pasturesthat had not burned.

Everywhere, green shootsof new
grass pushed up from the ashes, as
they havefor centuries. Beforeman
came, they say, lightning set thefires
and thewind fanned them.

Fromthehighridge, smokefrom
a thousand smoldering logs anc
stumps rose to obscure the sun anc
dim the view. The orange-yellow
lightinlateafternoonmadeasurreal
scene.

Walkingthat night, my eyesstung
and burned from the smoke, such
acrid perfume.

Thenext morning, wehadtobeup
and away. We went into town for
churchandlunch, thenheaded west.

Outwest of Cottonwood Falls, we
saw the last fire, 12-foot flames
leaping up the side of the bluff,
glowinghotand orange. Eveninthe
daylight, the sight wasincredible.

Toosoon, wewereout of thehills
and away from the new green of
burned fields. But it was worth the
sidetrip, well worththetime.

Honor Roll

Welcome and thanksto thesere-
cent subscribersto TheOberlinHer-
ad:

Kansas: Deanna Sumner, Rea
Magers, Mr. and Mrs. Darren
Wentz, Glen Strevey, Nor catur;
Maralyn Courange, Traer; Rick
Chambers, Hays; David Ketterl,
Dean Portschy, Herndon; Betty J.
Walker, Hoxie; Ellen Morgan,

Salina; MikeMcVay, Colby; Ron
Erickson, Rexfor d; Dorothy Rowh,
Scott City; Koerperich Bookbind-
ers, Selden; Joyce M. Cook, | nde-
pendence; Lenny Fleckenstein,
Jennings; Frances Cilek, Dale
Brockhausen, Great Bend; Glenn
Schulze, Norton; Bill Sater,
Holcomb;

Oberlin: Dean Groneweg, L&C

Construction, Rich Shaw, Lelanc
Smith, Zane Geis, Tim Stallman,
GeradDiederich, JimBricker, Paul
Shields, Margaret Vacura, Rev. anc
Mrs. DouglasHasty, VivianLewis,
HowardV otapka, JohnBrown, L ori
J. Seaman, Dr. Mark Olson, Don
Fredrickson, Lucy Schissler, Deng
Gillespie, Wilma LaSalle, Harolo
Olson, and Elmer Brent.



