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L ow tempsmay havedamaged whesat

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Temperatures dropped below freezing
Saturday and Sunday, possibly causing
some damageto thewheat crop in Decatur
County, but the outlook is positive.

L ogan Johnson, ameteorol ogist withthe
National Weather Servicein Goodland, said
the low temperature for Oberlin on Satur-
day was 27 and thelow on Sunday was 29.
Freezingis32 degrees, but expertssay it has
to be colder, longer to damage wheat.

Council allows
30-day extenson

The soil temperature, said Mr. Johnson,
typically respondsmuch slower thantheair,
which meansitistill at about 50 degrees,
even though the air temperature dipped
lower.

Theground didn’t freeze, he said.

Theaveragedate of thelast temperature
below freezing for Oberlinis May 3, he
added.

Brian Ol son, areaagronomist for Kansas
State University Research and Extension,

said most of the wheat inthe areaisjoint-
ing now or has already jointed. Normally,
he said, at that stage people don't want to
seetemperaturesaround 24 degreesfor long
periods of time.

Farmers need to keep in mind, he said,
that thisyear, thewheat isthick, unlikethe
croplast year.

Thethicknesswill help hold someof the
heat inand down, hesaid, andit’ sgood that
therewasn’t alot of wind the nightsit was

cold.

Mr. Olsonsaiditwill help that thewheat
canopy is above the growing point. Basi-
cally, he said, when the leaf structureis
above the growing point, it protects the
plant.

Lastyear, hesaid, thegrowing point was
abovethecanopy, whichexposedittoalot
of damage.

There may be some problems here and
there with the wheat because of the cold

westher, he said, but he didn’t think there
would bealot.

Thebest thing for farmersto do, he said,
is go out next week and split afew wheat
stalks.

If thereisanicegreen growing pointin-
sidethe stalk, thenitisfine. If itisbrown,
then therewill be some problems.

Mr. Olson said heisoptimistic about the
cropand doesn’ tthink therewill beasmany
freezing problems astherewerelast year.

on bidsfor water

The Oberlin City Council got a
30-day extensionfromtwo bidders
becausethecity hasn’t received ap-
proval on an Emergency Commu-
nity Water Assistance grant from
theU.S. Department of Agriculture.

The council received four bids
altogether and asked for the 30-day
extension from Woofter Pump and
Well of Hoxiefor redrillingwell No.
9 for $299,193 and Simmerman
Electric of EIm Creek, Neb. for re-
furbishing well No. 10 with new
electrical equipment for $54,718.

The bids were good for 60 days,
but expired on Monday.

Thaniel Monaco, withMillerand
Associates, the city’ s engineering
firm, said the council had to decide
what to do becausethe government
hadn’ t madeadecisiononthegrant.
Mr. Monaco said he talked with a
man at the state office of the Rural
Development agency, whotoldhim
thepaperwork hasto beapproved by
the Washington office before the
city can spend themoney or signa
contract.

Pool will beopen
at theend of May
despiterumors

Despite rumors, City Council
members agreed Thursday that the
Oberlin city pool will be open this
summer.

A new boiler hasbeenordered af -
ter theold onedied last summer.

Contractor Roger Goltl has
cleaned up andfixed part of theeast
wall, though City Administrator
Gary Shikesaid heisn’t sureif Mr.
Goltl is done with hiswork at the
pool. Hesaid hehasn’ t had achance
tolook at it.

Mr. Goltl scraped of f thebubbl ed
partontheeast wall andrepairedit,
Mr. Shike said.

At the meeting Thursday night,
thecouncil approvedwagesof $8an
hour for Sarah Ruf aspool manager
this summer and $7.50 an hour for
assistant manager for Rusty Grafel.

Retired banker
from Norcatur dies

Kenneth G. Ward, a banker and
insurance agent in Norcatur for 59
years, died Saturday, April 23, at the
Andbe Homein Norton.

Council
Roundup

At the meeting Thursday night,
the Oberlin City Council:

+ Agreed to declare some of the
buildings on the old Cochran prop-
erty and a metal building at Sappa
Valley Youth Ranch surplus and
ask for bids forthem. Story on Page
10A.

* Agreed to let an Oberlin man
pave his half of the streetin the 800
block of E. Jackson. Story on Page
3A.

+ Agreed that the city pool will
open this summer, despite rumors
around town. Story below.

+ Extended two bids since the
councilhasn'theardback onagrant
to pay to replace well No. 9 and re-
furbish No. 10. Story to left.

Thefileisin Washington, said
(SeeCITY on Page 10A)

All other lifeguardswho arereturn-
ing will receivea25-cents-an-hour
increase.

The city hasn’t received many
applicationsforlifeguards. Anyone
whoisinterested can pick upan ap-
plication at the city office.

The pool normally opens over
Memorial Day weekend and stays
openuntil Labor Day dependingon
weather, attendanceandwhether the
city haslifeguards.

Mr. Shike said before the pool
opens, the city crew needsto clean
itand paintit.

The city received a draft agree-
mentwithWater’ SEdge Aquaticsto
develop a concept plan for a new
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FiremanKent Ploussardsaidthe
call cameinaround 1:30p.m.and guessing that the heat from the
He said he was cleaning it up a crewsfrom Oberlin and Jennings  controlled burniswhat caused the
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ND, a Jennings fireman hewas cleaning up the property north of Dresden when a
(above) helped put out the flames on Robert Amlong’'s controlled burn got out of hand and threatened agarage.

property last Wednesday. Mr. Amlong (below) walked
throughthedebrisof the shed that burned. Hetoldfiremen

Wind
fans
flames

A controlled burn got out of
handlast Wednesday afternoonin
Dresden, burning the side of a
garage.

Robert Amlong said he was
burning a shed that had been
knocked down. The wind came
up, he said, and thefire got away
from him. The flames started
moving to the south and the side
of agarage caught onfire.

Hesaid hewent homeandtold
his wife Ramonato call the fire
department.

TheAmlongsdon'tliveonthe little.
property, whichisnorthof K-383
onthe Dresden Road, but ownit.

were called out.

— Herald staff photos by Cynthia Haynes and Kimberly Davis

Mr. Ploussard said they are
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garagetocatchonfire. Theflames

didn’t jump or anything, he said.
There weren’t any problems

reported after the crew | eft.

pool. They agreedtotabletheagree-
ment until the pool committeehasa
chancetoreview it.

Bridge

inOberlin. Hewasamember of the
Norcatur Commercial Club and
helped establish the Norcatur Citi-
zensAlliance.

Mr. Ward purchased
the CitizensStateBank in
Norcaturin 1956, andran
the bank until it was sold
toFarmersNational Bank
of Oberlin in February
1992,

He was born Jan. 21,
1914, near Norcatur, the
son of Clarence Leo and
Ethel Pearl (Stevens)
Ward. He grew up in Norcatur and
attended the school there, graduat-
ing from the Norcatur Rural High
School in1931. Head soattendedthe
School of BankinginMadison, Wis.

Mr. Ward married married Erma
JagquettaRailsback in 1936, and she
died in 1940. On March 10, 1946,
he and Dorothy Arlene Dick were
married in Norcatur.

He was amember and trustee of
the Norcatur United Methodist
Church and had been amember of
the Norcatur City Council and
school board. Hewasapast master
of theNorcatur Masonic L odgeand
theMountain SloneM asonicl odae
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K.G.Ward

Survivors include his
wife, Dorothy, of the
home; a daughter, Lora
LinnLeichliter, Norcatur;
ason, Mark and Debra
Ward, Hugo, Colo.; a
daughter-in-law, Paula
Ward, Denver; twosisters,
Edith Mavity,
Cunningham; and Ruth
Chamberlain, North
Platte, Neb.; seven grandchildren;
and three great-grandchildren.

Hewas preceded in death by his
parents; a son, Douglas; a son-in-
law, Lyman L eichliter; threebroth-
ers; threesisters; and agranddaugh-
ter.

Funeral services were Tuesday
morning at the United Methodist
Church in Norcatur. Kathy Aeillo
officiated, and burial wasin the
Norcatur Cemetery.

Memorials were established to
the Citizens Alliance and the
church. Contributions may be sent
to Enfield Funeral Home, 215 W.
Main Norton Kan. . 67654.
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AT AWORK DAY Saturday, April 16, Mick Glazefixed themane of one of hismares.
Mr. Glaze' steam of Belgian crossesand Ron McDougal’ steam of Percheronsworked a

field adjacent to the Oberlin Cemtery addition which the city owns.
— Photo by Gary Shike

or o] ect
approved

Decatur County commissioners
approved a$347,375 project which
will replacesix bridgesinthecounty
at their meeting last Tuesday.

Lloyd Johnson of Husker Steel,
out of Columbus, Neb., hadtheonly
bid for the replacement of the
bridges. InDecember, Mr. Johnson
met with the commissioners and
Road and Bridge Supervisor Tim
Stallman about the project.

Bridgesto bereplaced include:

* Roosevelt Township, fivemiles
north and six and a half east of
Oberlinfor $58,960.

» Grant Township, hine miles
north and half a mile west of
Norcatur, $47,773.

« Grant Township, 9 1/2 miles
north of Norcatur, $75,586. Thisis
the bridge that collapsed this win-
ter.

* Pleasant Valley Township, 1 1/
2 miles south and three west of
Clayton, $55,886.

* Prairie Dog Township, twa
south and eight and half west of
Dresden, $49,669.

* Oberlin Township, four miles
south and three and a half west of
Oberlin, $59,401.

(See COUNTY on Page 10A)
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* City
walts
for
grant

(Continued from Page 1A)
Mr. Monaco, but the people who
have to decide on it have been in
Oregon for ameeting.

Mr. Monaco said heasked both of
the biddersfor a30-day extension.

Woofter will extend its bid, he
said, but the Hoxie firm had three
conditions. Mr. Monaco said the
company asked for anadditional 30
daysof buildtime, whichlengthens
the project to 40 days, they need an
additional $4,000for increased steel
and other prices; and they have
askedthat their $15,000bid bondto
be returned to them.

Mayor Ken Shobe asked if the
differencebetween Woofter andthe
other bidder wasmorethan $4,000.

The other bids the council re-
ceivedwerefrom Sargent I rrigation
for the re-drill for $417,063 and
fromLayne-Westernfor $419,454.

Thefirst and second requests, he
said, are no problem. Because the
contractor is close by, he said, he
doesn'’ tthink therewill beany prob-
lemswiththemnot gettingthework
done.

City Attorney Steve Hirsch said
theonly aternativeistodeny all bids
and starttheprocessover. Theprob-
lemwiththat, hesaid, isthat every-
one will know what the other bids
were.

Mr. Monaco said the council
could award a contract, and then if
thegrant doesn’t comethrough, the
city would have to get aloan. The
city already has$300,000all ocated
through the agency. That would
leavearound $185,000 morefor the
total project. Themoneyisleftfrom
thetransmissionlineandwater main
improvements, hesaid. Thedepart-
ment hasnever closed that |oan out.

He said that probably isn't the
option hewould recommend.

The council approved an exten-
sion of thebid for 30 daysunder the
conditionslaid out by Woofter.

* County
tofix
bridges

(Continued from Page 1A)

All of thebidsincludeusing
40-foot stringers, said Mr.
Johnson, and if they need
longer onestherewill be more
cost. If they can use 30-foot
stringers, then the cost of each
bridgewill beless.

The money for the project,
said Mr. Stallman, will come
out of the special bridge fund,
whichhasbeenbuiltupthepast
few years.

Originally there were eight
bridgesintheproposal, hesaid,
but two were dropped.

One about four and a half
mileswest of Norcatur will be
replaced by an eight-foot cul-
vert. Theother, threemileswest
and one south of Traer, will be
done by the road and bridge
crew. Mr. Stallman said they
got some tips from Gerold
DeBoer from Penco Engineer-
ing on how tofixit.

The road boss said the jobs
will bedonein late summer to
early fall.

Mr. Johnson said that the
crew will comein around the
middle of May and probably
will start withthenortheast cor-
ner. They won't leave until all
six bridgesarereplaced.

END

Volunteers

honored
d center

AT THE GOOD SA-
MARITAN CENTER last
Tuesday, volunteersinclud-
ing Don and Goldie Stapp
and Evelyn Olson (above)
and Administrator Janice
Shobe and Phyllis Metcalf
(right) ateeggsandamuffin.
The center organized the
breakfast tosay thankstothe
many people who help out.
Threestudentsfromthehigh
school sang solos and gifts
weregiven away.
— Herald staff photos
by Kimberly Davis

Road department toget used car trailer

The Decatur County commis-
sioners approved the purchase of a
used car trailer for the road and
bridge department.

Road and Bridge Supervisor Tim
Stallman said at the meeting last
Tuesday that they could useatrailer
that could be attached to a pick-up
truck to haul things. Normally the
department borrows one if it is
needed, hesaid.

HesaidKirk Ulery, whoworkson
the crew, is selling onefor $1,000.
Mr. Stallman said Mr. Ulery isup-
grading his.

Thetrailerisingood shapeandis
onethe crew hasborrowed before.

Commissioner Doyle Brown
askedif they wouldbeabletofinda
new onefor that price. No, said Mr.
Stallmanthatisaround half theprice
of anew one.

Thecommissionersagreedtothe
purchase.

Mr.Brownsaid hereceivedacall
fromamaninhisdistrictwhowants
the alley between the ambulance

At their meeting last Tuesday,
Decatur County commissioners:

* Approved a bid of $30,085 to get
the north side of the courthouse tuck
pointed and sealed. Story below.

+ OK'd purchase of a used car
trailer for the road and bridge depart-
ment. Story below.

County Countdown

*Received arequestfromthe Last
Indian Raid Museum for continued
support for next year. Story on Page
3A.

+ Accepted a $347,375 project to
replace six bridges on township
roads. Story on Page 1A.

barnin Jenningsandthebuildingto
the north of it closed. The city has
to approve the alley closing, said
Mr. Brown, but they need the
county’ sconsent.

Hesaid thereisn’t actually anal-
ley inthe spot. The commissioners
saidthatif thecity council approves
thealley beclosed, they don’'t have
aproblemwithit.

GeneandMary Plottsof Sherman
Township talked with the commis-
sionersabout somespotsintheroad
totheir house. Mr. Plotts said parts
of the road are dangerous. He said

you haveto drivein the center and
hope that you don’t meet anyone,
and theroad won't hold gravel.

Hesaid they called Mr. Stallman
but he didn’t do anything about it.

Mr. Brown said hewould talk to
Mr. Stallman.

Theroadisonthesouthsideof the
feed lot.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

* Helda10-minuteclosed session
for non-elected personnel. No ac-
tionwastaken.

» Heard thetermsof Health Foun-

dation board members Steve
Hirsch, Joann McKenna and Flo-
rence Vavroch have expired. Mrs.
McKenna said she would serve
again, Mr. Hirsch said hewouldn’t
and Mrs. Vavroch hadn’t been
reached yet. Anyone interested in
thejobsneedstoget aformfromthe
county clerk.

« Approved araise for Dwight
Stateham from $7.75 to $8.10 an
hour in the noxious weed depart-
ment.

e Heard that Commissioner
Patricia Glenn had received a call
fromaconstituentwhoisinterested
in helping with the naming of the
roads.

Hesaidhedidn’tthink usingfam-
ily namesfor the roads was agood
ideabecausekidswill steal thesigns
andtakethemtocollege. Mr.Brown
said he received acall from acon-
gtituent, who said he liked theidea
of using letters, like A and AA, for
the roads. That way, he said, the
signswouldn’t bevery long.

Commissone ssay yestopump for truck

The Decatur County commis-
sioners approved a bid of $2,662
Tuesday, April 12 for a“quick at-
tack” slip-in unit to replace the
pump on afiretruck in Jennings.

FireChief Bill Cathcart said some
of the parts on the pump were re-
placed two yearsago, but hethinks
the unit was original and doubts it

could bereconditioned.

Thefiredepartment receivedabid
from National Fire Fighters Corp.
Chief Cathcart said the unit should
just need to be bolted down and
hooked up to connections.

Thecommissionersagreedtothe
purchase.

Chief Cathcart said he has been

looking for a new fire truck from
Weis Fire Co., which will run
$130,000 to $150,000.

He said he islooking into other
ideas including, getting a four-
wheel-drive truck and welding the
bed to hold thefire gear.

He said he wants to get replace-
ment tankersfor Oberlin, Jennings

and Norcatur.

They can get afiretruck chassis
for around $70,000, he said.

Commissioner RalphUnger said
other countieshavegottengrantsfor
up to 95 percent of the cost.

Thetrucksheislookingat replac-
ing, Mr. Cathcart said, werenew in
1978 or 1979.

Buildings
declared
surplus

TheOberlin City Council agreed
Thursday to declare some of the
buildings on the Cochran property
and ametal building at SappaVal-
ley Y outh Ranch, which they own,
surplus property and ask for bids.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said hehashad somerequestsfrom
people who want to buy the build-
ings.

Does the city have any use for
them? asked Councilman Jay
Anderson. Mr. Shikesaid hedidn’t
think so.

Does the city need to take bids?
asked Councilman Ray Ward. Mr.
Shikesaidthey couldask for bidsor
sell them for afixed price. First, he
said, the property needs to be
deemed surplus.

Thecouncil decidedtotakebids.

Frank Black, owner of Jr's Used
cars, talked with the council about
two trucksfor the crew. Mr. Black
saidhedidn’ tthink thesmal ler pick-
upswerethat muchbetter onfuel or
costsif they haveaV-6 engine.

Hesaid hejust got in atruck for
$9,000 which would be under the
$10,000 budgeted price.

City Foreman Dan Castlesaid he
drovetheother twotrucksMr. Black
had notified the city about. He said
he can go look at the other ones.

In other business, the council :

» Welcomed its newest member,
Rob McFee, who was elected on &
write-invoteearlierthismonth. Mr.
M cFeeand Councilman Joe Stanley
and Jay Andersonwereall swornin.

« Elected Joe Stanley to be coun-
cil president.

Six high school students will be
employed by the Oberlin School
Districtthissummer, making a most
$2,000 apiece doing maintenance,
custodial servicesand other jobs.

AtanOberlin School Board meet-
ing Monday, April 11, members
approved the number of students
who will be hired, although they
didn’t approvewho they would be.
Superintendent Kelly Glodt said he
will look over the applications.

Last summer, the district hireo
three studentsfor summer projects.
Mr. Glodt said thisyear hewantsto
hiremorestudentsbecausethekids
will helpthedistrict savemoney. He
saidthey can savemoney by replac-
ing professionalsfor somework.

Thedistrictwill betaking advan-
tageof aprogramthroughtheNorth-
west Kansas Service Education
Center which will pay for 30 hours
aweek for onestudent towork. The
district will only haveto pay for the
additional 10 hours each week.

Therewill bethreestudentswork-
ing with Plant Facilities Director
Kenny Black, one with Outdoor
MainentanceDirector Terry Ream,
one with Technology Coordinator
JessRandel and onewithvocational

agriculture teacher Nathan
Copeland.

North sdeof courthousewill get sealed and tuck pointed

Decatur County commissioners
approved abid of $30,085togetthe
north side of the courthouse tuck
pointed to preserve the brickwork
and stop leaks.

At their meeting last Tuesday,

CustodianBob Berlsbroughtinthe
bidfromMid-Continental Restora-
tion out of Fort Scott. He said the
samecompany hadtuck pointedthe
other threesidesof thebuilding. He
saidhewouldn’ tevenconsider any-

oneelsefor thejob.

Thefirmwill tuck point and seal
the north side of the courthouse,
which leaked in therecent storm.

Mr. Berls said the county may
need to buy some plywoodto cover

air-conditioningunitswhilethetuck
pointing isdone.

The commissioners suggested
Mr. Berls check with Road and
Bridge Supervisor Tim Stallmanto
seeif hehasany material that would

work. Mr. Berlssaidhehadtoget the
1987 lawnmower at thecourthouse
repaired. Thebearingswereout and
apulley needed somework.
Hesaid the sewer linewhichwas
leaking gas has been replaced.
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Prairie Chapel
Lord’s Acre

Dinner & Auction
Sunday, May 1, 2005

At the Prairie Chapel United Methodist Church

Come and have Dinner with us!

Potluck Dinner provided by members beginning at 11:30 a.m.
Auction of homemade baked goods and crafts starts at 1.00 p.m.

On Hwy. 36 go East 8 miles, then 6 North, then 1/2 East
Free will donations gladly accepted

Tuesday

Senior
Buffet

11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
(55 and over)

$399

Thursday
Night
Buffet

5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
(Includes coffee and tea)

$479

72
Plir
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a Of Oberlin, Kansas

Located along U.S. Hwy. 36 - Phone 785-475-3638
Open 11 a.m.
Open 11 a.m.

till 9 p.m. Weekdays & Sundays
till 10 p.m. Fridays & Saturdays

N
Remember

Mom

with a

Specialty Bouquet from
Flowers By Lee

0 Corsages & Blooming Plants

available too!

Flowers By Lee

Jeanette Krizek, owner
157 S. Penn, Oberlin, KS
Toll Free 866-422-0867 785-475-3922 y




