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Control of school budgets
should beinlocal hands

Muchisbeing madeof thefact that property
taxeshavegoneup since Kansaschanged the
school financeformulain 1992.

It’ strue, but it may not be such abad thing.

On one hand, property taxes are most un-
popular with thevoters. On the other hand, it
brings control of spending back to a school
district’ svoters, who can approve (or deny) a
property tax increase.

Votershavelittlecontrol over statewidetax
increases, except for thelegislatorsthey el ect.

Kansans have elected conservative mem-
berswho havevoted, over thelast decade, to
reduce state taxes and to give schools more
control over their ownfate.

Peopledon’t seemtomind. Infact, in elec-
tionslast year, they voted in more conserva-
tives, ousting someliberal memberswho had
pushed for atax increase.

It’s hard to read that election asacry for
higher state taxes, no matter what the needs.
From here, it looks like voters want the state
to hold theline on spending.

Therearesomeproblemswiththatidea. For
onething, allowinglocal control meansschool
spendingwill beless* equal” acrossthestate.
That may create an opening for those who
decry differenceinspendingfromonedistrict
to another, creating yet another excuse for a
lawsuit.

Theoriginal school “equalization” planwas
crafted to avoid just that problem. It took all
taxing decisionsout of local hands.

By openingup aroutefor “rich” districtsto
spend moreontheir students, the Legislature
may beaskingfor another round of legal prob-

lems.

Thereisagood argument for letting voters
decide on tax increases. All Kansans think
schools are important. Most of usthink they
aretheNo. 1job of government. That doesn’t
mean they have ablank check.

Peoplein onetown may think schoolsarea
littlemoreimportant thanthenext. V otersmay
approve alevy increase or bond issuein one
district, but not thenext. That kind of commu-
nity decision making is the bedrock of our
democracy, butit wasmissing fromthestate-
run school systemfor alongtime.

Election after election has shown that, if
school officials make a compelling case,
they’ll get ayesvote. Andthat isasit should
be.

Noneof thiswill mean muchif thestate Su-
premeCourt takesover theschools, however.
The court ordered the Legislature to make
“suitable” provision for education, without
defining suitable.

It could meanthe$173milliontheLegida
turescraped upthisyear, orthe$1billioncon-
sultants suggested acouple of yearsago. It's
hard to imagine the court trying to order a$1
billion tax increase, but it could happen.

Asitis, theLegidatureput what it couldfind
intoschoolsand|eft therest tolocal board and
local voters. Y ou havetobelievethat they will
dotheright thing.

Islocal control of schools and school bud-
getsreally such abad thing? It worked for a
couple of centuries, and it might just work
again.

Why not try? —SteveHaynes

New popereachesout toworld

And so the world pauses to ap-
plaud anew pope.

Everyone wonders what will
change.

The short answer is, not much.
Thelong answer, everything.

Theworld swatchers have been
studying every paper and speech
penned by the man known for 78

AlongtheSappa
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years as Joseph Ratzinger. They
hopeto predict what he' |l do.

But when a man becomes pope,
he takes on more than anew set of
clothes. Thejobisfor life. In that
way, it'slike being elevated to the
Supreme Court.

AsBenedict XVI, the pope may
look to hisfellow cardinalsfor ad-
vice, but he will turn also to God.
AndGodmay belesseasy topredict.

His final sermon as Cardinal
Ratzinger wasconservativeand or-
thodox. Yet hisfirst acts as pope
have beento reach out to theworld
— to Jews, Muslims, the Orthodox
church and others.

The world’s leaders went to
Rome, first for the funeral of John
Paul 11, then for the installation of
Benedict. It' samazing, theawein-
spired in al theworld, and not just
Roman Catholics, by the office of
pope.

Farfrombeing“just” theleader of
abillionCathalics, thepopeinspires
reverencethroughout Westerncivi-
lization, indeed, throughout the
world.

The man who presides over the
Holy Seestands, traditiontellsus,in
adirect linefrom the Apostle Peter
as Bishop of Rome. His office

makes him the most prominent
Christian leader, though hehheads a
churchthatisfractiousand, assome
seeit, ridden with problems.

Don't forget, though, that the
2,000-year-old Roman church is
asotheworld’ soldest bureaucracy.
Change does not come quickly to
such avenerable organization.

But change will come. Only the
pope, and his chief adviser, know
what it will be.

Here' saguess.

| don’t expect to see a woman
priestinaCatholic pulpit, notinmy
lifetime. That tradition istoo well
ingrained.

| think we might see married
priests. Thecelibateclergyisarela-
tively new rule, only about 900
years.

| think the church will respond
moretotheneedtocleanupitsown
act. The child-sex scandal has cost
the American church too much in
terms of money, respect and mem-
berstoignore.

While the American churchisa
small part of thewhole, thecardinals
surely can’'t condone any of what
happened.

Whatever happenswon't satisfy

many, anditwon’t makethechurch
any more perfect that it has been
throughout history.

We expect perfection in matters
of God, but weforget that thechurch
is made up of men — members,
priests, bishops, popes — who are
asall of us, sinners,imperfectbeings
doingtheir bestintheserviceof the
Lord.

Likeusall, they struggle on, do-
ing the best they can.

Thenew pope hasagreat oppor-
tunity, in the next year, or the next
decade, to advance the work of the
churchandthecauseof world peace
and solidarity.

L etusall — Catholic, Protestant,
Jew, the unchurched and even the
unbelieving — say a prayer for
Benedict XVI, that the Lord will
lead himdownwhatever pathhehas
planned for him.

Theworld likely will be a better
place. If nothing elsg, it'll beafas-
cinating trip.
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STAYING AWAY
FROM CIGARETTES

VA AND ALCOHOL...

1 DON'T KNOW
IF 1 SHOULD
BE HAPPY HE HAo
WILL POWeR...
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OR WORRIED
He DOESNT GET
ENOUGH EXERCIse
T0 GET HIMGELF
OFF THE COUCH.

Trythaetl psfor graceful agl ng

Thingsaresaggingabit morethan
they oncedid, and|l’ mtryingtofight
both ageand gravity.

Since I’ ve been losing weight,
I’ ve spent alot more time reading
magazine and newspaper articles
about toning your muscles, keeping
in shape and eating theright diet.

| have clipped so many articles
from papers and women’s maga-
zinesthat if they tip over on mein
the middle of the night, | could be
crushed or smothered.

| spend long minutesin the bath-
roomeach day readingall thiswon-
derful advice, then walk out and
mostly ignoreit.

| did buy some weights. My
youngest daughter said | should
have some two- and three-pound
weights, so | went to the store and
found that they had dozens of five-
pounds weights, one three-pound
weight and no two pounders.

| bought onefiveand onethree. |
figured| couldusetheweight onone
armandthenontheother. Thenl got
the bright idea of putting thethree-
pound weight in my car and pump-
ingironwhiledriving.

My family and afriendly police
officer frowned on this exercise,
however, so the weight mostly
keepsthe ton of papersin the back

Open Season

chaynes@nwkansas.com
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seat from blowing around.

| bought a big rubber band a
couple of months ago, and as soon
as | figure out the instructions,
whicharewritteninthreelanguages
—noneof whichisEnglish— I will
starttouseit. Maybe.

| have started to try some of the
suggestions, too.

An article in the Womens Day
suggested that to keep mentally
alert, if you areright handed, brush
your teeth with your left hand. It's
tough, but possible.

Then | picked up some sugges-
tionsfrom acolumnin The Denver
Post, which gaveninesimpleways
tofitness.

Tip No. 3 said balanceisimpor-
tant. Many hipandkneeinjuriesare
caused by poor balance, it said.

To solve this problem, it sug-
gested that you stand on one foot

while brushing your teeth.

| liked that one. It was easy,
simple and required no incompre-
hensibleinstructionsor extratime.

| triedit.

Therel was, ready for my shower,
balancing on my right foot while
making horriblefacesat the mirror
asl triedtomakemy left hand brush
my teeth.

Steve walked into the bathroom
and stopped for just acoupleof sec-
onds. He slowly backed back out
and softly closed the door. | don'’t
think he even wanted to know what
| wasdoing.

| found another tipinamagazine
the other day. It suggested deep
breathing. You breath in really
deeply through your nose, thenyou
exhales owly through your mouith.

Thearticlesaid you could dothis
whilebrushing your teeth.

TherelsllfeW|thout televlson

It's been three weeks, two days,
six hours and 39 minutes since the
satellitetelevisionwascut of f at our
house. But, who’ scounting?

Tosay | don't missitat all would
bealie. But, thetruthis, we' reget-
tingalongvery nicely withoutit. We
areusingthetelevision settowatch
good, wholesome videos without
the danger of being ambushed by
advertisingthat bordersontheedge
of soft porn.

We are reading more. Jimis de-
vouring material on creationism,
playing his guitar and working on
hissermons. | finishedabook by Dr.
Laura, “ TheProper Careand Feed-
ing of Husbands,” a book | would
highly recommend; have started
another onfinancial independence;
and caught up on my past i ssues of
“Reader’ sDigest.”

We are getting to bed earlier,
which helps both our dispositions.
And my co-workers have noticed
that I’ vebeenclockinginafew min-
utes earlier, which helps my boss
disposition.

—ob—

Wewent to Lawrencelast week-
end and by the time we got home,
recuperated, andtook alook around
theplace, weedshadjust about taken
over. Theback lot, wherewe“ pas-
ture” our calves when they get big
enough, looked like it needed a
baler.

When | called my friend Patsy to
see if she would be interested in
“renting out” acoupleof her sheep,

Out Back
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| don’t think shethought | was seri-
ous. But, wewere. Sheeparethebest
four-legged lawn mowers you can
have. The lucky two we got from
Patsy think they havelanded inthe
middle of “cheat-grass heaven.”
And, they’rejustbigol’ pets. When
wewalk tothefence, they comerun-
ning, hoping to get their heads
scratched.

Grandchildren of one of our
neighbors came over to see the
sheepand our two baby calves. They
aretown kidswho love to play on
our swingand seewhat new animals
wemight have.

Jim was building a storage shed
inside the sheep pen that day and
was only half listening when they
told himthey weregoingtofeedthe
calves. “Okay. Whatever,” washis
comment.

L aterthat night, long after thekids
had gonehome, Jimwent outtofeed
the calves and wondered why their
pelletswouldn’t gointo the feeder.
He came back in the house, laugh-
ing.“l guessthey really didfeedthe
calves,” he said. “The feed trough

was packed solid with grass.” No
harmdone, except for afew calf pel-
letsontheground.

—ob—

My daughter and her family
moved to a new house over the
weekend. Karacalled melast night
and said she thought she had founc
all thefood boxes. | talked with my
6-year-old granddaughter, Taylor,
and found out she likes the house
andreally likestheideaof having e
big back yard to run and play in.
Evenif it doesn’t haveaswimming
pooal like her old house.
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ExcepttheLORD buildthe
house, they |abour invainthat
build it: except the LORD
keep the city, the watchman
waketh but invain. It isvain
for you to rise up early, to sit
uplate, to eat thebread of sor-
rows: for so he giveth his be-
loved sleep.

Psalm127:1, 2
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Welcome and thanksto thesere-
cent subscribersto TheOberlinHer-
ad:

Colorado: Robert Keefer, Colo-
rado Springs; Rita Ann Carey,
Westminster; Bill Robison, Little-
ton; Todd Vaughn, Brighton;

Elsewher e: LindaFloch, Asotin,
Wash.; Tami Owen, Kansas City,
Mo.; Mary Palmgren, San Antonio,
Texas; Tonie Owens, Suwanee,
Ga.; Dorothy S. Stephens, Selma,

Cdlif.; John Laidig, Holmdel, N.J;

K ansas. Jeanette Bosch, Jeffrey
Leitner, Wichita; Brad Long, Nor-
catur; JoeKruse, Joe Zodrow, Matt
Finnesy, John Sauvage, Selden;
Robert Amlong, Dresden; Atwood
Public Library, Atwood; Maurice
Schaller, Larned; Lester Wurm,
Overland Park; Gene Geisinger,
Phillipsburg; Allen Tacha, Norton;
Matt Coiner, Jennings; Paul Chaf-
fin, Goodland; Wilfred Wagoner,

Jennings; Beverly Morris, Hoxie;
Oberlin: Elmer Zodrow, Walter
Meitl, Mabel Zimmerman, James
W. Plotts, Faye Miller, George L.
Brown, Jay Anderson, Gary Walter,
LeonaHilker, Lemoin Rush, Glen
Baughman, Dr. Doug Fair, Wanda
Farr, Rhomine Smith, Elwood
Mines, Larry Hack, Ray Kircher,
Doris Fringer, Elsie Goodnight,
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Write

The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
public interest. Letters should be
brief, clear and to the point. They
must besigned and carry theaddress
and phone number of the author.

Mail lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave,,

Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail
to obherald@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous
letters. We sign our opinions and
expect readersto do likewise.

Thank-yous from this area
shouldbesubmittedtotheWant Ad

William L adehoff.
desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but
may be edited for form, style, clar-
ity, lengthand legality. Wewill not
publishattackson privateindividu-
alsor businesses which do not per-
taintoapublicissue.



