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enningsschool tocall it quitsin 2006

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

With enrollment dwindling away, the
Jennings School Board has decided that
next year will bethelast for itsschool.

Theboardplanstodisorganizethedistrict
on July 30, 2006.

Superintendent Emery Hart said thedis-
trict counted 30.5 studentsfull-timeequiva-
lency thisyear. Ithas30students, 16inhigh
school and 14 in grade school.

Next year, he said, enrollment will drop
because the high school is graduating six

Good Sam gives
firs graders

money for

Center to give $500 to grade schooal

seniors and there are only one or two kin-
dergartnerscomingin.

Inthelast few years, the Jenningsdistrict
hasseenadeclinesimilartomostinthearea.
During the2002-2003 school year, thedis-
trict had 79 students. The next year, 2003-
2004, that number droppedto61. Duringthe
2003-2004 school year, aschool custodian
wasarrested onchargesof molestingachild.
Last fall, thedistrict started the 2004-2005
year with just 30kids.

Next fall, Mr. Hart said, the district will

send studentsin grades 6 to 12 to Oberlin
and Hoxie schools. He said the board of -
fered a contract with the Norton School
District also, but Norton turned it down.

The Jennings board, said Mr. Hart, isin
thethinking stageright now. Membersare
listening to suggestions from the superin-
tendent and patronsbeforethey decideany-
thing el se, likewhat to dowiththe building
or how to suggest dividing the district’s
land.

Mr. Hart was hired in November when

former Superintendent DaveDuBoisleftfor
ajobinLosAngees. Hesaidtheboard knew
then that the district’ sfuture was dim. De-
spitethat, he said, board membershaveor-
ganized themselves and are doing a good
job.

“The board is asking peoplefor sugges-
tions,” hesaid, “ not just doing things. That
iswhat makes positive things happen.”

Disorganization, he said, means the
JenningsDistrict’ sterritory will bedivided
among its neighbors, the Oberlin, Norton

and Hoxiedistricts.

The board will hold a public meeting at
6:30 p.m. next Wednesday at the Jennings
School to discussthe process. Everyoneis
welcometo attend, Mr. Hart said. A regu-
lar board meeting will start at 7:30 p.m.

Board President LawrenceCarter said the
board decided to disorganize because the
district isjust out of students. If Jennings
consolidates with another district, he said,
then everything— students, land, building

(See JENNINGS on Page 10A)

books

for First Hand Friendsprogram

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

TheFirst Hand Friends program
at thegradeschool will bereceiving
a$500giftfromtheDecatur County
Good Samaritan Center soontohelp
purchase booksfor the students.

The program, which pairs afirst
grader from Oberlin Elementary
School with aresident at the center
for reading once a month, started
over 17 yearsago and is till going
strong.

Janette Votapka, a former
teacher, started the program. She
said the idea was to help the first
graderslearntoread and givethem
areasonto practice.

It worked into the curriculum at
the time, she said. Not only did it
help the students read better, but it
fit in with health classes, helping
kidslearn how our bodieschangeas
weage. Italsohel pedthekidsintro-
ducethemselvesand carry onacon-
versation with others, she said.

A lot of the kids didn’t have
grandparents who lived here, said
Mrs. Votapka, and the program
helped them get used to being
around elderly people.

Thekids didn’t just read books.

She said they wrote their own sto-
ries and the program helped them
develop asense of independence.

Some of the students devel oped
close relationships with their First
Hand Friends, shesaid, and contin-
ued throughout the summer and
when they got older. Some of the
studentshad to deal with death dur-
ing the year when they lost their
friends.

Mrs.Votapkasaiditwasexciting
for her to watch how the students
and residents grew to carefor each
other.

IN 1995, sheretired fromthefirst
grade, but that didn’ t mean the pro-
gram stopped. Teachers Marty
Olson and Audrey Pavlicek took it
over. After Mrs. Pavlicek’sretire-
ment, her replacement, Diana
Steinmetz, continued the program.

Mrs. Olson said they have two
first-gradeclassesat theschool . Her
class goes to read from 10:30 to
11:15a.m. onthesecond Tuesday of
themonthandMrs. Steinmetz’ class
goesthefourth Tuesday.

Onparent night, said Mrs. Ol son,
a letter goes home with the first

(See FRIENDS on Page 10A)

County discusses
money options
for new ambulance

The Decatur County commis-
sionersand ambulancedirector con-
tinued discussi onsabout purchasing
anew ambulanceat themeetinglast
Tuesday.

Ambulance Director Patrick
Pomeroy said anew Med Tech am-
bulance wasin town last week. He
said he talked with a Med Tech
sal esman about financing, and the
mantold himthecounty couldlease
the ambulance.

Commissioner DoyleBrownsaid
the county purchased ascrapper for
theroad department through alease
agreement.

The problem with alease, said
Commissioner Ralph Unger, isthat
the county is paying someone else
interest rather than setting aside
money every year topurchaseanew
truck. If thecounty getsagrant, said
Mr. Unger, that would pay for an
ambulance.

The ambulance department has
$47,500 set aside for equipment at
of theend of March.

County Clerk MarilynHorn said
that is without any carryover from
last year.

When the idea of saving money

eachyear for equipment started, said
Mr. Unger, the commissionersfig-
uredthedepartment could buy anew
truck every fiveyears.

Thelast new ambulancewaspur-
chased in 2003.

Mr. Pomeroy said he received
somepaperwork fromAmy Griffey
with Northwest Kansas Planning
and Development Commission on
grants. He said he expects to get
somemore.’

Inordertogetagrantthisyear, he
added, everythingwouldneedtobe
completed by Oct. 1.

Mr. Pomeroy said the man told
leasing an ambulance doesn’t pro-
hibitthecounty fromgettinggrants.

Mr.Unger saidthedifferencebe-
tween trying to purchase an ambu-
lancenow and past timesisthat they
need two, onefor Jenningsand one
for Oberlin.

The commissionersdidn’t make
any decisions.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

* Heard the ambulance crew has
been busy, with ninecallstheweek
before and four through Tuesday
last week.

Council may revise
trigger sfor water

The Oberlin City Council will
discussthewater conservationplan
tomakesurethetriggersdon’t need
to belowered in timefor summer.

Theplan, said City Administrator
Gary Shike, isreviewedevery year.
It has been activated the last three
sUMmMers, putting city water userson
an even/odd system to water their
lawns.

Thecouncil asked at thelast meet-
inginApril if they neededtolook at
the plan again this year and if trig-
gersneeded to belowered.

Mr. Shike said he hopesto have
somethingback fromtheswimming
pool committeeabout acontract for
concept servicesfromWater’ sedge
Aquatics. The council received the
contract at thelast meetingin April.
Copiesweremadeanditwaspassed
ontothepool committeefor recom-
mendation.

Mr. Shike said the council needs
to appoint acity attorney.

The meeting will begin at 6:30
p.m. Thursday at TheGateway. Itis
open to the public.
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AT ACOUNTY COMMISSIONERSmMeetinglast Tues-
day, Gannon Reichert, Kelsey Gallentine, Megan Barrett,
David Barth and the rest of the senior class |earned about

Seniorsgetaglimpse
of local government
Incourthousevigt

roads.

thelifeof apublicofficial. Commissioner DoyleBrown (be-
low) told the students about the county’ sproj ect to nameits

— Herald staff photos by Kimberly Davis
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By KIMBERLY DAVIS

TheDecatur Community High
senior class went to the court-
house for government day last
Tuesday, goingfromofficeto of -
fice to learn about the jobs of
county government.

At 10 am., it wastimeto meet
with the “big three,” the county
commissioners. The 26 seniors
filed through the door one at a
time. Some stood in the back,
whilefivetook openseatsnear the
table, including the one that
County Attorney Steve Hirsch
normally sitsin.

Inadditiontoalittlecivicsles-
son, the students learned a lot
about the plan to name roads and
fix addressesfor rural partsof the
county.

ers:

County
Roundup

At their meeting last Tuesday,
the Decatur County commission-

+ Agreed to have the road and
bridge supervisorto dothe paper-
work to get the county’s bridges
back onthe state and federal five-
year plan. Story to come.

+ Talked with seniors from the
high school about the road nam-
ing project. Story to left.

+ Continued discussions of
ways to purchase one or two new
ambulances, but no decisions
were made. Story at far left.

Elected for four-year terms

CoUNTY RATREET

from fixed districts, the students
learned that the commissioners
approveall county business, from
budgetstowagestoappointments
to county boards.

Principal CharlieHaag said he
thought the talk Commissioner
Doyle Brown had given at a Ro-
tary Club meeting about naming
the county roads was good. Pub-
licofficials, hesaid, arenever off
duty, whichisagood messagefor
kids who want to run for office.

Mr. Haag asked Commissioner
Patricia Brown to explain some of
thecounty’ sproj ectstothestudents.
The county will be eligible for
grantmoney fromthe911fund, said
Commissioner Brown, but theroads
must benamed and addressesgiven
for each homein the county. Each
house has to have an address, he
said; apostal box won't work.
Grant money is something that
doesn’t have to be paid back, Mr.
(See COUNTY on Page 10A)

Relay for Lifeneedsmoreteamstowalk

Withonly amonth and ahalf until theannual
Relay for Life, the committee islooking for
moreteamsto sign up towalk.

So far, the committee has 10 to 12 teams.
Members will take turns walking around the
track all night starting Friday, June 17, and end-
ing on Saturday, June 18.

In the past, team members have walked in
one-hour intervals.

Withtherelay startingat 7 p.m. and ending at 7
a.m., that would mean one team member is
needed on the track during the 12 hours, but the
first hour istaken up partly with opening ceremo-
niesand the survivor lap.
Thenat 10p.m., theluminariesarelighted, which
takes sometimefrom that hour.

Teamshaveto besigned up by Tuesday, May
10. At sign-up, each member hasto pay $10 and

provideashirt size. Captainscan get team pack-
etsfrom Chris Dempewolf or Jane Carlisle.
Luminariesareon salefor theevent for $108
piece. These can be bought to honor of acancer
survivor or inmemory of acancer victim.
They can be purchased from any committee
member or by calling Jean Hale at 475-8103 or
CarlaDepperschmidt at 475-2122.
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* Jenningsboard
wor kson plans
todisolveinayear

(Continued from Page 1A)
and equi pment — would go to that
district. If Jennings disorganizes,
then theterritory will be split.

There are aready students who
once went to Jennings attending
school inNorton, Oberlinor Hoxie,
hesaid.

The final decision, said Mr.
Carter,onhowtosplitupthedistrict
isuptothestateBoard of Education,
but they are interested in what the
Jennings board suggests.

Basically, he said, the Jennings
Board is only in the preliminary
stagesof itsplan.

Through the whole process, Mr.
Hart said, he has worked closely
withthestateboardanditsattorney.

The Jennings board can suggest
how to divide up the land, he said.
Thenitwill bethe state board’ sde-
cisionwhich district getswhat.

While contracting for secondary
students next year, said Mr. Hart,
Jennings will still be a school dis-
trict. Thegrade school will be open
for the next school term if thereare
enough students.

Theboardsin Oberlinand Hoxie
have worked with him, Mr. Hart
said, and with the Jennings board.
Hethinksall the board membersin
the other districts understand the
difficult situation Jenningsisgoing
through.

“Whenyouloseaschool inacom-
munity, you lose alot,” said Mr.
Hart.“Infact, itisthebackboneof a
town.”

The Jennings board members
have taken into consideration the
familiesinthedistrict, hesaid, and
havetriedtodowhatisbestforthem.

Mr. Hart said the board hasn’t
decided what they will do with the
school building.

Hesaid thedistrict will probably
end up having an auction and sell
someof thebusesand other stuff, but
none of those decisions has been
madeyet.

Theboardisstill looking at every-
thing. Some of those decisionswill
happen this summer. Mr. Hart said
the board members want to make
surethat they look at all theoptions
and study everything.

* Friendsprogram
torecaivemoney

(Continued from Page 1A)
gradersasking if thereisanyone at
the center the student wantsto read
to. Those who don’t know anyone
are paired with aresident based on
personalities.

Duringthefirst session, saidMrs.
Olson, thestudentsandtheresidents
fill out atraced hand on paper. On
each finger they put something
about themselves, including their
favorite nursery rhyme, birth date,
their family, favorite food and fa-
vorite song. That way, they get to
know alittle bit about each other
beforethe students start reading.

Mrs. Olsonsaidfromthenon, stu-
dentstake booksto the center. She
saidthey start out with easier books

and asthe year progresses, so does
the studentsreading.

The residents get excited about
how the kids are learning and the
kids are excited to go see their
friends.

Thisyear, thecenter staff decided
to give the program $500 to pur-
chasebooksfor thestudentstoread
to the residents. At 2 p.m. on next
Tuesday, thecenter will holdanice
cream social asafund raiser. They
hopeto match the $500 for the pro-
gram.

Since the center got a $1,000
grant, the staff will take the other
half of themoney to buy booksthat
stay there. That way kidswon't al-
ways haveto bring their own.

Health agencies,

school get

Two healthagenciesandthehigh
school received atotal of $2,500in
grants from the Wal-Mart Super-
center in McCook.

Principal Charles Haag, Activi-
ties Director Jan Badsky at the
Decatur County Good Samaritan
Center and Hospital Administrator
LynnDoedenreceived checksfrom
Wal-Martin March.

The high school got $500, Good
Samaritan $1,000 and the hospital
$1,000.

Mr. Haag said the school plansto
usethemoney for concession-stand
equipment that can be used bothin-
doorsand outdoors.

Atthehospital, Mrs.Doedensaid,
the $1,000 was included with

grants

money raised during thegolf benefit
last August, which wasused to buy
hearing equipment for newborns.

The hospital knew the grant had
been awarded, she said, but Wal-
Mart couldonly giveitout at certain
times. Mrs. Doeden said the hospi-
tal has the golf tournament each
summer to raise money for equip-
ment.

Mrs. Badsky said Good Samari-
tanwouldgivehalf themoney tothe
grade school to buy books for the
First Hand Friendsprogram, where
thefirstgraderscomeandreadtothe
residents. Theother half will be put
toward purchasing books for the
kidsto read that will be kept at the
center.

* County vist helps
seniorslearn civics

(Continued from Page 1A)
Brown explained. The project will
take alot of time, but the commis-
sioners want to keep the plan as
simple as possible. They want to
keep the road names short enough
that three-foot signsaren’t needed.
Thecounty will haveto put upabout
900 signs, hesaid.

Commissioner Brown looked at
the students, then asked them to
pleasenot steal thesigns. Commis-
sioner Ralph Unger said for each
sign and post that is stolen or dam-
aged, it costs the county between
$100 and $150.

I's the county going to have an
addressjust where peoplelive, Mr.
Haag asked, or will therebeonefor
every building sitein the county?

The commissioners have dis-
cussed having an addressfor every
site, Mr. Brown said. That way, if a
farmer isworking at avacant place
and getshurt, dispatch canstill give
out an address.

The commissioners, said Mr.
Brown, wouldlovetohear people's
ideas on the project. The three are
meeting with dispatchers, apprais-
ers, law enforcement officers and
post office employees.

Although commissioners have

looked at using namesfromthe1900
census or wheat variety names for
theroads, he said, nothing hasbeen
decided.

Commissioner Brown said none
of the addressesin the city will be
changed.

The students toured the jail,
clerk’ soffice, register of deeds, dis-
patch, the appraisers office,
treasurer’ soffice, court systemand
the road department while in the
courthouse. The event was spon-
sored by the Decatur County Farm
Bureau.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

* Approved apharmacy and stop-
lossplanontheemployeeinsurance
through Corporate Plan.

» Appointed Pam May, Cody
Richardsand SonyaGillespietothe
Decatur County Fair Board. The
commissioners hadn’t received a
reguiredformfromRonMontgom-
ery, whosetermisup, sohewasn’t
reappointed.

 Agreed to hold the next road-
namingmeetingat 11a.m.on Tues-
day, May 10.

» Agreed not to meet the first
Tuesday inMay, sincetherearefive
Tuesdaysin the month.
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IN THE GARDEN at the corner of Clty Park at Marks nlty servicewiththeir 4-H group, Stlck To—It

Avenueand Commercial Street, (fromleft) Tyler Shields, — Herald staff photo by Steve Haynes

Caitlin Shieldsand Nolan Henningson did alittle commu-
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