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Johnson Realty, Inc.
122 South Penn, Oberlin, KS 67749

 Roberta Johnson, Broker  • Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Broker/Auctioneer

785-475-2785
        Jacqueline Votapka, Salesperson     Joe D. Green, Salesperson/Auctioneer   Michael Wilson, Salesperson

Roger Emigh, Salesperson/Auctioneer  Randy Ostmeyer, Salesperson      David Juenemann, Salesperson
Shirley Simpson, Salesperson               Jerry Lohoefener, Salesperson        Marcia Lohoefener, Salesperson

CHECK OUT THESE RANCH HOMES!

408 N. ELK. Spacious 7 bedroom, 5 - 1/2 bath, brick on corner lot, newly
renovated kitchen opening to cozy family room with fireplace, full fin-
ished basement, double garage. Newer amenities include roof, furnace/air
conditioner, water softener, hot water heater and windows.

POPULAR ST., CEDAR BLUFFS, KS.  Great home for someone who
wants to live in the country and yet it is close to Oberlin or McCook for
work. 5 bedroom, 3 bath, full finished basement, new siding, sited on 6
fenced lots, plus many more amenities.

Get
Started
Right!

201 East C 345-5800
  1-800-759-1344

www.mccookeyeclinic.com ���������	�
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DR. ROBERT A STAMM
DR. DIRK M. GRAY

OPTOMETRISTS

Getting started right with your contact lenses involves
going to a doctor, like the doctors at McCook Eye Clinic,
who provide full-service care. This includes a thorough
eye examination, an evaluation of your suitability for
contact lens wear, the lenses, necessary lens care kits,
individual instructions for wear and care and unlimited
follow-up visits over a specified time.

At McCook Eye Clinic we offer an exclusive Contact Lens
Service Agreement that provides you with:

• 2 Contact Lens Evaluations and Corneal Health
   Assessments Per Year at NO CHARGE
• Office Visits Related to Contacts at NO CHARGE
• Professional Cleaning or Polishing at NO CHARGE
• 10% Discount on ALL Non-Prescription Sunglasses
• 20% Discount on Prescription Glasses

We recommend a Comprehensive Dilated Exam every 2
years. This exam fee will be reduced 25% from our usual
and customary fee.

We want you to have an enjoyable Healthy contact lens
experience and we back it up with a ����������	
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��������. If for any reason you
are not satisfied with your contact fitting we will BUY
BACK YOUR CONTACT LENSES!

LIFETIME EYE CARE
105 S. Penn.

785-475-1200

• Check us out for those perfect
gifts for your Graduates

• We wish our students
a fun and safe prom

• Just arrived, a wide
selection of

Norelco razors

• 20% off on Men’s Travel Kits
& Billfolds

Phone 475-2661   — Oberlin –  Toll Free 1-800-794-3784
Service and value are the cornerstones of our business.

Family-owned / operated since 1906

LAST WEDNESDAY, Marty Olson’s first grade class helped dig up seeds outside the
district soil conservation office. Alexandra Waterman (left) watched as her classmate
Justice Harris washed the seeds off.           — Photo by Jonna Inman

Playing in the dirt
Oberlin council
asks for figures
to replace roads
Members want to know the cost
to tear up city roads and replace

The Oberlin City Council asked
the city foreman to get some num-
bers together about replacing
streets, with some members asking
if the city crew could do it with some
extra manpower.

Last week, the crew, city admin-
istrator and Councilman Jay Ander-
son looked at an Asphalt Zipper,
which tears up asphalt. Its price tag
is $67,950.

Dr. Anderson asked City Fore-
man Dan Castle how he is going to
fix the crowns in the road and if the
machine could do it. Mr. Castle said
he was thinking the machine, if pur-
chased, would be more for the edges
of the streets than the crowns.

Something needs to be done with
the streets, said Dr. Anderson.

The crew could do one block at a
time, said Councilman Ray Ward.
First they would need to take the
asphalt out, lower the clay, oil it and
chip seal it. The city has a truck that
chips could be put in.

“The streets in town are getting
bad,” said Mr. Ward, “and we aren’t
doing anything about it.”

The city would have to hire a lot
of people to do that, said Mr. Castle.
It can’t be done with three.

“Find out what it would cost, said
Dr. Anderson. You are the expert.”

Mr. Castle said he wasn’t the ex-
pert and he didn’t have a solution.
He said he would get some numbers
together.

The project is worth a little more
examination, said Dr. Anderson.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said representatives with Penco En-
gineering told him an asphalt recy-
cler will fall through the city streets.

“I want to know the process of
how it would all work,” said Dr.
Anderson. “We need to find that
out.”

Mayor Ken Shobe said they could
get some information from Penco.
See if they have some suggestions
about what might work. The city
doesn’t have asphalt expertise, he
said, and the city doesn’t have the
manpower.

Mr. Ward said they need to con-
tact the manufacturer to see if any
other towns are milling streets with
the machines and chip sealing them.

How soon can the city get the in-
formation? asked Dr. Anderson. Mr.
Castle said he would work on it.

In other business, the council:
• Heard the city is sending out

around 40 mowing notices for front
and back yards in the city that need
to be mowed. The first batch of reg-
istered letters went out on Friday.
City Administrator Gary Shike said
the good thing about the ordinance
is that the city only has to notify the
people once a year. If the landown-
ers don’t mow the lot, the city can
do it and put the bill on their prop-
erty taxes. First, said Mr. Shike, the
city sends out the notice registered
mail. After 10 days if the city  hasn’t
heard anything and the property
hasn’t been mowed the city will hire
someone to do it and then the owner
is billed. If the bill isn’t paid then it
is put on the property taxes.

The council discussed getting the
Chambers home on Hall Street
cleaned up before Memorial Day.
They discussed opening the work up
for bids, but didn’t make a decision.

The city will ask for bids from
contractors to mow the yards that are
left.

In other action, the council
• Heard the  freeze recently took

care of everything budding and in
bloom at the cemetery. City Fore-
man Dan Castle said it also made the
grass around the memorial brown
up.

• Heard the wall at the east end of
the swimming pool has been fixed.
The crew is currently painting the
pool to get ready for opening it the
end of May. The boiler hasn’t come
yet.

• Reappointed Steve Hirsch as
city attorney.

• Tabled discussion on the pool
contract with Water’s Edge Aquat-
ics since the pool committee had
some questions to get answered
first.

• Canceled the Thursday, May 19,
meeting since several members are
going to be out of town.

• Heard that the Kansas Munici-
pal Energy Association will have a
power supply meeting in Colby on
Thursday that Mr. Shike and Coun-
cilman Joe Stanley plan to attend.

Chief hires third patrolman
The Oberlin Police Department

will be up to full strength again, as
the chief has hired a third full-time
patrolman who should start next
week.

Police Chief Wade Lockhart told
the Oberlin City Council on Thurs-
day night that he had hired Allen
Rogers from the Plainville area. He
said Mr. Rogers is certified in law
enforcement and has around nine
years’ experience.

“I think he will make a good of-
ficer,” said Chief Lockhart.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said he wanted to offer the new pa-
trolman $9.65 an hour.

Chief Lockhart said he talked
with Mr. Rogers about wages and he
wanted closer to $10 an hour, but
$9.65 will work.

New Councilman Rob McFee

asked if this is a full-time position
to eliminate the 80 hours of over
time a month the city has been pay-
ing. That is a 160-hour-a-month job,
Chief Lockhart said, but it may not
eliminate all the overtime.

It will alleviate the problem,
though, said Mayor Ken Shobe. A
fourth officer will also mean more
coverage for the city.

“Why, to harass people who have
old cars?” asked Mr. McFee, who
has been cited by the department a
couple of times for having inopera-
tive vehicles on his property.

No, said Mayor Shobe. The police
department has run short for two
years. The city is paying what the
council felt was an excessive
amount in overtime, not just the cost
of the pay, but also on burnout for
the men.

The fourth officer, he said, will
reduce the overtime, but there will
still be some for vacations and train-
ing.

If the city is going to pay some-
one for a full-time job, said Mr.
McFee, then it should eliminate the
overtime. He said he doesn’t have a
problem with a fourth officer, but it
should eliminate the overtime.

It won’t eliminate the overtime,
said Chief Lockhart; that is the na-
ture of law enforcement.

With four officers or three, there
is always one on days off, he said. If
they get into a case and their shift is
over, they don’t stop helping some-
one.

The council approved the wage of
$9.65 an hour.

Woman
takes
new job

After almost 24 years, Peg Smith
will say goodbye to the Hirsch and
Pratt law office this week and move
on to a job in McCook.

Ms. Smith has worked at what is
now Hirsch and Pratt for a month
under 24 years. She said she started
when Stan Morgan and Terry
Rogers were the partners. Wallace
Wolf worked there at the time, too.
When Mr. Rogers left, Steve Hirsch
was brought on board and later
Preston Pratt.

Originally from York, Neb., Ms.
Smith moved here 24 years ago.

She went to the Lincoln School of
Commerce to train as an executive
secretary. On the job, she said, she
prepares paperwork, answers the
phone, schedules appointments,
works on payroll for townships and
clients and does general office work.

On Monday, she will start as the
assistant in the Red Willow County
court clerk’s office. Ms. Smith said
she took the job for career advance-
ment. She doesn’t plan to move to
McCook right away.

Ms. Smith is a member of the
Decatur Professional Women,
Decatur County Stand Against Vio-
lence, Relay for Life, Northwest
Kansas Family Shelter, Decatur
County Drug and Alcohol Council,
Decatur County Area Chamber of
Commerce, Oberlin Arts and Hu-
manities Council and the United
Church, where she plays the piano.

She has three children, Shane,
who lives in McCook; Melissa,
Hoxie; and Kristi, Oberlin.

Hirsch and Pratt plan an open
house from 2 to 4 p.m. today. Every-
one is welcome.

Two bridges placed
on five-year plan

Kansas wind can be blamed for
leaving most Oberlin families in the
dark on Mother’s Day afternoon.

Constant winds blew a jumper
wire around near U.S. 36 on the east
side of town until it broke.  City
Administrator Gary Shike said the
wire was just worn out from the
wind hitting it over the years.

The broken wire caused several
circuit switchers to open up around
1:50 p.m. It took some time to fig-
ure out where the problem was, Mr.
Shike said.

Initially the whole town was out,
said Mr. Shike. City Foreman Dan
Castle and lineman Ron Beneda nar-
rowed the problem down to the east
side. The power came back on, he
said, and then the east side was shut
back down until everything was
fixed.

Mr. Shike said he wasn’t sure
what time all of the power was
turned back on.

Wind
knocks
out line

Decatur County commissioners
agreed to get the county’s bridge
system back into the federal and
state five-year plan so they can take
advantage of federal money to work
on at least two bridges in Oberlin
Township.

Road and Bridge Supervisor Tim
Stallman presented forms on the
state’s five year plan. He and Jerold
DeBoer of Penco Engineering
looked at the bridges and found two
that will need work in the next few
years.

The two bridges are not part of the
replacement project with Husker
Steel, he said.

They are located three-quarter
mile west and one and a half miles
south from the township bridge
south of town. Mr. Stallman said the
bridges have a capacity of seven ton
or less. They probably won’t be
started until 2008, he said.

With the federal program, the
county pays for 20 percent of the
project and the federal and state gov-
ernments pay 80 percent. The
county pays all of the pre-engineer-
ing costs and the cost to move any
utilities.

Mr. Stallman said with bridges
that are 50 feet and longer, he would
prefer to have the work done this
way since they need more engineer-
ing work.

He said he is glad that Husker
Steel is coming in to replace some
of the smaller ones.

The commissioners told Mr.
Stallman to do the forms to get in the
five-year plan.

Mr. Stallman said the crew has
been putting gravel on Road 340,
which is the Hall Road, located eight
miles south from the Highway 36
and 83 intersection. Mr. Stallman
said they should be done soon.


