Oberlin council
asksfor figures
toreplaceroads

Memberswant to know the cost
totear up city roadsand replace

The Oberlin City Council asked
the city foreman to get some num-
bers together about replacing
streets, with some membersasking
if thecity crew coulddoitwithsome
extramanpower.

L ast week, the crew, city admin-
istrator and Councilman Jay Ander-
son looked at an Asphalt Zipper,
which tearsup asphalt. Itspricetag
is$67,950.

Dr. Anderson asked City Fore-
man Dan Castle how heisgoing to
fix the crownsintheroad andif the
machinecoulddoit. Mr. Castlesaid
hewasthinkingthemachine, if pur-
chased, would bemorefor theedges
of the streetsthan the crowns.

Something needsto bedonewith
the streets, said Dr. Anderson.

Thecrew coulddo oneblock at a
time, said Councilman Ray Ward.
First they would need to take the
asphalt out, lower theclay, oil itand
chipsedl it. Thecity hasatruck that
chipscould beputin.

“The streets in town are getting
bad,” ssidMr.Ward,“andwearen’t
doing anything about it.”

Thecity would haveto hirealot
of peopletodothat, saidMr. Castle.
It can’t bedonewith three.

“Findoutwhatitwould cost, said
Dr. Anderson. Y ou arethe expert.”

Mr. Castlesaid hewasn’t the ex-
pert and he didn’t have a solution.
Hesaid hewould get somenumbers
together.

Theprojectisworth alittlemore
examination, said Dr. Anderson.

City Administrator Gary Shike
sai d representativeswith Penco En-
gineering told him an asphalt recy-
clerwill fall throughthecity streets.

“1 want to know the process of
how it would all work,” said Dr.
Anderson. “We need to find that
out.”

Mayor K en Shobesaidthey could
get some information from Penco.
Seeif they have some suggestions
about what might work. The city
doesn’t have asphalt expertise, he
said, and the city doesn’t have the
manpower.

Mr. Ward said they need to con-
tact the manufacturer to see if any
other townsaremilling streetswith
themachinesand chip sealingthem.

How soon can thecity get thein-
formation?asked Dr. Anderson. Mr.
Castle said hewould work onit.

In other business, the council :

* Heard the city is sending out
around 40 mowing noticesfor front
and back yardsin the city that need
tobemowed. Thefirst batch of reg-
istered letters went out on Friday.
City Administrator Gary Shikesaid
the good thing about the ordinance
isthat thecity only hasto notify the
peopleonceayear. If thelandown-
ersdon’t mow thelat, the city can
doit and put the bill on their prop-
erty taxes. First, said Mr. Shike, the
city sends out the notice registered
mail. After 10daysif thecity hasn't
heard anything and the property
hasn’ t beenmowedthecity will hire
someonetodoit andthentheowner
ishilled. If thehill isn’t paid theniit
isput onthe property taxes.

Thecouncil discussed gettingthe
Chambers home on Hall Street
cleaned up before Memorial Day.
They discussed openingthework up
for bids, but didn’t makeadecision.

The city will ask for bids from
contractorstomow theyardsthat are
| eft.

In other action, the council

* Heard the freeze recently took
care of everything budding and in
bloom at the cemetery. City Fore-
man Dan Castlesaidita somadethe
grass around the memorial brown
up.

* Heard thewall at theeast end of
the swimming pool has been fixed.
The crew is currently painting the
pool to get ready for opening it the
endof May. Theboiler hasn’t come
yét.

» Reappointed Steve Hirsch as
city attorney.

» Tabled discussion on the pool
contract with Water’ sEdge Aquat-
ics since the pool committee had
some questions to get answered
first.

* Canceledthe Thursday, May 19,
meeting since several membersare
going to be out of town.

* Heard that the Kansas Munici-
pal Energy Associationwill havea
power supply meeting in Colby on
Thursday that Mr. Shikeand Coun-
cilman Joe Stanley planto attend.

Twobridgesplaced
onfive-year plan

Decatur County commissioners
agreed to get the county’s bridge
system back into the federal and
statefive-year plansothey cantake
advantageof federal money towork
on at least two bridgesin Oberlin
Township.

Road and Bridge Supervisor Tim
Stallman presented forms on the
state’' sfiveyear plan. Heand Jerold
DeBoer of Penco Engineering
looked at thebridgesand foundtwo
that will need work in the next few
years.

Thetwobridgesarenot part of the
replacement project with Husker
Steel, hesaid.

They are located three-quarter
mile west and one and a half miles
south from the township bridge
southof town. Mr. Stallmansaidthe
bridgeshaveacapacity of seventon
or less. They probably won't be
started until 2008, hesaid.

With the federal program, the
county pays for 20 percent of the
project andthefederal andstategov-
ernments pay 80 percent. The
county paysall of the pre-engineer-
ing costs and the cost to move any
utilities.

Mr. Stallman said with bridges
that are50feet andlonger, hewould
prefer to have the work done this
way sincethey need moreengineer-
ingwork.

He said he is glad that Husker
Steel iscoming in to replace some
of thesmaller ones.

The commissioners told Mr.
Stallmantodotheformstogetinthe
five-year plan.

Mr. Stallman said the crew has
been putting gravel on Road 340,
whichistheHall Road, located eight
miles south from the Highway 36
and 83 intersection. Mr. Stallman
said they should be done soon.
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LAST WEDNESDAY, Marty Olson’sfirst grad
district soil conservation office. Alexandra Waterman (left) watched as her classmate
Justice Harriswashed the seeds of .
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Chief hiresthird patrolman

The Oberlin Police Department
will be up to full strength again, as
the chief has hired athird full-time
patrolman who should start next
week.

PoliceChief WadeL ockharttold
the Oberlin City Council on Thurs-
day night that he had hired Allen
RogersfromthePlainvillearea. He
said Mr. Rogersis certified in law
enforcement and has around nine
years experience.

“1 think he will make agood of -
ficer,” said Chief Lockhart.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said he wanted to offer the new pa-
trolman $9.65 an hour.

Chief Lockhart said he talked
withMr. Rogersabout wagesandhe
wanted closer to $10 an hour, but
$9.65 will work.

New Councilman Rob McFee

asked if thisisafull-time position
to eliminate the 80 hours of over
timeamonth the city hasbeen pay-
ing. Thatisal160-hour-a-monthjob,
Chief Lockhart said, but it may not
eliminateall theovertime.

It will alleviate the problem,
though, said Mayor Ken Shobe. A
fourth officer will also mean more
coveragefor thecity.

“Why, to harasspeoplewho have
old cars?’ asked Mr. McFee, who
has been cited by the department a
coupleof timesfor havinginopera-
tivevehicleson hisproperty.

No, sasidMayor Shobe. Thepolice
department has run short for two
years. The city is paying what the
council felt was an excessive
amountinovertime, notjustthecost
of the pay, but also on burnout for
themen.

CHECK OUT THESE RANCH HOMES!

renovated kitchen opening to cozy

408 N. ELK. Spacious 7 bedroom, 5 - 1/2 bath, brick on corner lot, newly

ished basement, double garage. Newer amenities include roof, furnace/air
conditioner, water softener, hot water heater and windows.

family room with fireplace, full fin-
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POPULAR ST., CEDAR BLUFFS, KS. Great home for someone who
wants to live in the country and yet it is close to Oberlin or McCook for
work. 5 bedroom, 3 bath, full finished basement, new siding, sited on 6
fenced lots, plus many more amenities.
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The fourth officer, he said, will
reduce the overtime, but there will
still besomefor vacationsandtrain-
ing.

If the city is going to pay some-
one for afull-time job, said Mr.
McFee, thenit should eliminatethe
overtime. Hesaid hedoesn’ t havea
problemwithafourth officer, but it
should eliminatethe overtime.

It won't eliminate the overtime,
said Chief Lockhart; that isthe na-
ture of law enforcement.

With four officersor three, there
isawaysoneondaysoff, hesaid. If
they getintoacaseandtheir shiftis
over, they don’t stop hel ping some-
one.

Thecouncil approvedthewageof
$9.65 an hour.

Woman
takes
new|ob

After almost 24 years, Peg Smith
will say goodbyeto the Hirsch and
Pratt law officethisweek and move
ontoajobinMcCook.

Ms. Smith hasworked at what i<
now Hirsch and Pratt for a month
under 24 years. Shesaid shestarted
when Stan Morgan and Terry
Rogers were the partners. Wallace
Wolf worked there at thetime, too.
WhenMr. Rogersleft, SteveHirsch
was brought on board and later
Preston Pratt.

Originally from Y ork, Neb., Ms.
Smith moved here 24 yearsago.

Shewent totheLincoln School of
Commerceto train as an executive
secretary. On the job, she said, she
prepares paperwork, answers the
phone, schedules appointments,
workson payroll for townshipsand
clientsand doesgeneral officework.

On Monday, shewill start asthe
stantinthe Red Willow County
court clerk’ soffice. Ms. Smith saic
shetook thejobfor career advance-
ment. She doesn’t plan to move to
McCook right away.

Ms. Smith is a member of the
Decatur Professional Women,
Decatur County Stand Against Vio-
lence, Relay for Life, Northwest
Kansas Family Shelter, Decatur
County Drugand Alcohol Council,
Decatur County Area Chamber of
Commerce, Oberlin Arts and Hu-
manities Council and the United
Church, where she playsthe piano.

She has three children, Shane,
who livesin McCook; Melissa,
Hoxie; and Kristi, Oberlin.

Hirsch and Pratt plan an open
housefrom2to4p.m.today. Every-
oneiswelcome.

wWind
knocks
out line

Kansas wind can be blamed for
leavingmost Oberlinfamiliesinthe
dark on Mother’ s Day afternoon.

Constant winds blew a jumper
wirearoundnear U.S. 36 ontheeast
side of town until it broke. City
Administrator Gary Shike said the
wire was just worn out from the
wind hitting it over theyears.

The broken wire caused several
circuit switchersto open up arounc
1:50 p.m. It took sometimeto fig-
ureout wheretheproblemwas, Mr.
Shikesaid.

Initially thewholetownwasout,
said Mr. Shike. City Foreman Dan
Castleandlineman RonBenedanar-
rowed the problem downtotheeast
side. The power came back on, he
said, and then the east sidewas shut
back down until everything was
fixed.

Mr. Shike said he wasn’'t sure
what time all of the power was
turned back on.

Get
Started
Right!

and customary fee.

DR. ROBERT A STAMM
DR. DIRK M. GRAY
OPTOMETRISTS

105 S. Penn.
785-475-1200

Getting started right with your contact lenses involves
going to a doctor, like the doctors at McCook Eye Clinic,
who provide full-service care. This includes a thorough
eye examination, an evaluation of your suitability for
contact lens wear, the lenses, necessary lens care Kkits,
individual instructions for wear and care and unlimited
follow-up visits over a specified time.

At McCook Eye Clinic we offer an exclusive Contact Lens
Service Agreement that provides you with:

e 2 Contact Lens Evaluations and Corneal Health
Assessments Per Year at NO CHARGE

e Office Visits Related to Contacts at NO CHARGE

e Professional Cleaning or Polishing at NO CHARGE

® 10% Discount on ALL Non-Prescription Sunglasses

® 20% Discount on Prescription Glasses

We recommend a Comprehensive Dilated Exam every 2
years. This exam fee will be reduced 25% from our usual

We want you to have an enjoyable Healthy contact lens
experience and we back it up with a “Guaranteed
Contact Lens Success Program”. If for any reason you
are not satisfied with your contact fitting we will BUY
BACK YOUR CONTACT LENSES!

LIFETIME EYE CARE

www.mccookeyeclinic.com

Your Eye Doctors For Life




