Commissoners
discussoptions
tonametheroads

Decatur County commissioners
haven't decided if they should use
words or just letters to name the
roads in the county, but they do
know that they will be doing some-
thing.

Months ago, the commissioners
started meetings on aplan to name
theroadsso eachhomecanhavean
addressinstead of arural route box
number.

Theideaisto number the roads
going north and south and name or
letter theroadsgoing east and west,
with the exception of U.S. 83 and
U.S. 36.

The commissioners discussed
using family names from the 1900
census, names of wheat and other
grains, nameshavingtodowiththe
area like quail or pheasant or just
using letters of the al phabet.

People have called the commis-
sionerswithideas. Somesaid hot to
usefamily namesbecausekidswill
steal thesigns. Otherssaidnottouse
longwordsbecausethesignswill be
toolong for Kansaswinds.

The group has discussed each
idea, but still hasn’t decidedwhat to
do.

At the meeting Tuesday, Bert
Cool, county emergency prepared-
ness director, said he thought the
commissioners should use U.S. 36
and U.S. 83 asthe middle and then
break the county into four quad-
rants.

Thenthey could number theroad
AN (one north), 2N and so on. Mr.
Cool saidthesignswould beshorter
anditwouldn’ttakeasmuchmoney
to makethem.

Mr. Cool said heal soknew of an-
other signmachinethecounty could
purchase. Althoughinthe past Tim
Stallman, road and bridge supervi-
sor, said hewasn’t interested in be-
coming asign maker, the commis-
sionersasked Mr. Cool to get more
information onthe machine.

Chief Dispatcher JeanniePachner
said it shouldn’t matter where the
naming starts, in the corner of the
county or themiddle. Shesaid they
just need to make a decision and

County
Roundup

At their meeting last Tuesday,
the Decatur County commission-
ers;

* Approved purchases for the
road and bridge department for fuel
and noxious weed department for
chemicals. Story on Page 5A.

* Spent 35minutes behind closed
doors discussing the ambulance
director's evaluation. Storytocome.

+ Discussed naming the roads,
but didn’t decide whether to use
numbers for the north-south roads.
Story at left.

+Heard that the sheriff's office is
backto normalwith two officers and
the sheriff all working shifts. Story
on Page 6A.
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Townsend (above) spoke to

stick withit.

The commissioners have talked
about starting in the southwest cor-
ner and working across the county
with namesand numbers.

Sheriff Ken Badsky said he
thought the commissioners should
use namesinstead of |etters.

Commissioner RalphUnger said
hedidn’tthink usingthenamesfrom
the census was smart. He said he
didn’t think it would make anyone
happy.

“Wehaveall theideasweneed,”
said Commissioner Doyle Brown.
“Now wejust need to make a deci-
sion.”

Mr. Unger saidhehasbeenincon-
tact withthestateprisoninLansing
about making signs. He said the
shortest signtheprisonerscanmake
iswith nineletters.

Thesignsinthecountry now have
two-inch letters, Commissioners
RalphUnger said. Thelettersonthe
sign can bebigger than that.

Thecommissionersagreedtotalk
about naming theroadsagain at 11
am. on Tuesday.

Eight graduates from Decatur
Community High School will at-
tend Kansas State University next
year with Col. Delbert Townsend
footing thebill.

Last Wednesday, Col.
Townsend announcedthenext two
studentstotakepartinhisscholar-
shipprogram, whichsendstwostu-
dents from the high school to the
university eachyear. Theprogram
paysforfour yearsof collegeanda
compulter.

Col. Townsend said thepipeline
isfull now, with two each seniors,
juniors, sophomore and the two
newest, membersKelly Olsonand
Anthony Marshall, who will be
freshmen startingin August.

The scholarship fund is now
fully funded for the future, he
added.

A 1938 graduate of the high

AT DINNER LAST WEDNESDAY, Col. Delbert

the families of the two 2005

scholars and guests. That afternoon, Col. Townsend pre-

Eight graduates
toattend K-State

school, Col. Townsendsaid, hehas
given back to the community.

Hesaidhisfirst experiencehelp-
ing ayoung person attend college
waswhen hetriedto send afamily
member to school. He said that it
wasaflop.

In 1995, Col. Townsend started
ascholarshipprogramfor theUni-
versity of Nebraska.

A year later, hecontacted people
in Oberlin and the Kansas State
University foundation to start a
similar program here.

In addition to the scholarship
program, Col. Townsend surprised
students at the high school with a
flag that had been flown over the
nation’ scapital, surrounded by the
medal's and ribbons he received
duringmilitary service. Thepiece,
put together by Rick Doeden and
hisstaff at Custom Trophy and En-

sented adisplay (below) to the high school with aflag and

hismilitary awardsand ribbons.
— Herald staff photos by Kimberly Davis

graving, was presented to the
school last Wednesday during the
awardsassembly.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt said
they were going to try to hang the
display abovetheplaguefor Tow-
nsend scholarsinthehallway out-
sidethecafeteria

At the scholarship dinner that
night, Col. Townsendnamedthree
honorary scholarsfor theirwork on

the program. Thoseincluded Col-
leen Rittmann, who wasthe secre-
tary for the school at the time the
scholarship was started and isa
member of the selection commit-
tee, Principal Charles Haag and
Kim Zerfas, who helped develop
theformat and content of theschol -
arship book that is published
yearly.

Former Oberlinresdent diesin accident

Lenus “Lennie” Hatch, 64, of
Denver, aformer Oberlin resident,
was killed when
his eastbound
car and atractor-
trailer rig collid-
ed head-on
Tuesday, May
17,onU.S. 36a
mile east of the
Colorado bor-
der.

The Kansas
Highway Patrol
reported that Mr. Hatch was east-
bound on U.S. 36 and Raymond
White, 37, McCook, was west-
bound in the semi at 5:25 p.m. The
vehiclescollided head-oninthecen-
ter of the road. Mr. White was
treated and rel eased from the Chey-

LenusHatch

enneCounty Hospital in St. Francis

Mr. Hatch was en route to Ober-
lin,wherehewastomeet hissisters,
Pat Y ost of Wilsonville, Neb.;
Jeanie Miller of Longmont, Colo;
and Barbara Boxberger, Jefferson
City, Mo., for areunion.

Mr. Hatchwasborn June3, 1940,
in Atwood, the son of Evald “ Pete”
and Merle (Coley) Peterson. After
hisfather’ sdeathinthe Philippines
in 1945, his mother later married
William Jackson, whodiedin 1951
at Rexford.

Hegrew upinColby, Rexfordand
Oberlin and attended Oberlin
schoolsfromsixthgradethroughhis
freshmanyear. Followingthedeath
of hismotherin1952, heandhissis-
ters, Patty and Jeani e, wereadopted
by Carl and Evalynn (Cullison)

Hatch. After Mr. Hatch's death on
March 30, 1956, the family moved
to Citrus Heights, Calif., where he
graduatedfromhighschool in 1958.

He started working for Safeway
StoresinMcCook asassi stant man-
agerin1961andlater transferredto
Lexington, Neb., where he was
manager until transferring to Den-
verin1971. Heretired in 2002. He
had purchased a home in Wilson-
ville, Neb., in 1999 and his plans
weretomovethereto benear asis-
ter, Patty and her husband, Harold
Yost.

Survivors also include two
daughters, RhondaCook and Renee
Ohde, Highlands Ranch, Colo.; a
son, Ronald, Berrysburg, Pa.; four
other sisters, Terry Ann Ahlman,
Greenwood, Neb.; InaHarris and

Anita Lytle, McCook; and Lori
Khamouna, Curtis, Neb.; his step-
father, DaleMcNutt, M cCook; two
brothers, William Jackson, Fay-
etteville, Ark.,and RonaldMcCoy,
Bismarck, N.D.; andsix grandchil-
dren.

Hewas preceded in death by his
parents.

Memorial servicesandinurnment
arescheduledat 2 p.m. on Saturday,
June 11, at the Oberlin Cemetery.
Friends may visit with the family
followingtheservices attheOberlin
City Park LionsClub shelterhouse.

A memorial was established to
Breast Cancer Research, American
Cancer Society. Contributionsmay
besent to American Cancer Society,
incareof Patty Y ost, Box 7, Wilson-
ville, Neb., 69046.

School roofsmay need replacement

Hail damagethat took place pos-
sibly threeyearsago might causethe
Oberlin School Boardto havetore-
placetheroofson the three district
buildings.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt said
after it rained last month, water
leaked into the high school band

room. At that time, an insurance
adjuster looked at the roofs at the
high school, grade school and the
district office building.
Theadjuster, saidMr. Glodt, said
all of theroofsaretotaled from hail
damage that could have happened
three years ago. With the hot and

coldweather, theroofsarejust start-
ingtoleak now, hesaid.

Mr. Glodt said the board islook-
ing at avery largeinsuranceclaim.

The board, he said, will haveto
decide what to do about the roofs.
That may meannew roofs, possibly
adding someslopeandchangingthe

material thedistrict hasused in the
past.

Even with the insurance money,
this could be an expensive project,
he said. For that reason, the board
decided to wait on some other
projectspresented at themeeting, he
said.

The Oberlin School Board ap-
proved the purchase of almost
$20,000worthof computer equip-
ment for the sixth-grade class-
room at itsmeeting last Monday,
but turned down asimilar request
for the elementary computer lab.

Students who will be in sixth
grade next year havelearnedina
technology-rich classroom for
two years, Principal Duane
Dorshorst wrote in his proposal.
Hesaid the purchase of 16 Apple
wireless laptops computers will
help the students and the teacher
become moreflexible.

The board approved the pur-
chase, including a charging cart,
the computers, extended protec-
tionplanand an academic* open”
software license for each com-
puter.

Mr. Dorshorst requested the
same package for the computer
lab, used by all thekidsat thegrade
school, but theboard said no. The
labalready hascomputersinit, but

Schoolspurchase
16 new computers

Mr. Dorshorst wanted to update
the equi pment.

Theboard agreedtomatchthe
$3,500whichstudentsat thejun-
ior and senior high have raised
for new wall padsinboth gyms.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt
saidthenew pad onthenorthside
of thejunior highgymwill cover
the north door. For safety rea-
sons, he said, the mat will bear-
ranged so that the door can’'t be
used during games. That way, if
aplayer fliesinto the pad, the
doorsdon’t open.

He commended the students
for raising the money and also
voting onwhat kind of padsthey
want.

In other business, the board:

 Approved the “reductionin
force” of Band Teacher Deanne
Spanier to apart-time position.

 Adopted new family and con-
sumer science and reading cur-
ricula. Both are based on state
standards.
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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Furnishings provided by
HOMETOWN

BRAND CENTER

Located in B
McCook, Nebraska

First Oberlin Rentals LLC

Affordable Family Housing
Oberlin,
Corner of North Martin and Ash

Three bedroom apartments, each with its own
central heating and air, range/oven, refrigerator,
dishwasher, water softener and disposal.

Rents include lawn care, snow removal,
trash removal, sewer and garage.
Tenants pay gas, electricity and water.

Three bedroom apartments rent for $370/month
Two bedroom apartments rent for $325/month

For more information:
Call 785-475-2000

Kansas

Entry locations:

Win this Sportster

Budke Harley-Davidson/North Platte

Oberlin Atwood M cCook
Gorman Tarps Brown’'s True Value Ben Franklin
Currier Drug Coldwell Banker
Curtis Farmer’s Co-op Curves for Women
Curtis Cattle Company Robert Spresser Agency  Longnecker Jewelry
McCook Glass
Culbertson Arapahoe Mid States Comm.
The Bears Cave ACT Phones Etc.
4 LegsUp BBQ

Video Kingdom

Certificate

12 Month

18 Month Variable
18 Month Fix

24 Month

30 Month

36 Month

NORTON, KS
185-877-3313

Special!!

=

ESUAL HOUmNG
SRRORTUNITY

of Deposit

3.02% APY*
3.23% APY*
3.23% APY*
3.53% APY*
3.79% APY*
4.04% APY*

*ANNUAL PERCENTAGE YIELD

Rate Effective 5-6-05 ~ Penalty for Early Withdrawal

FIRST SECURITY
BANK AND TRUST

COMPANY

LENORA, KS
185-567-4286

P.O. BOX 383 - NORTON, KS - 67654
MEMBER F-D.I.C.




