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GOING OVERTHEHIGH JUM P, Kaitlyn Stapp (above) took sixth placeat theClass2A- Lauren Fortin (below, middle) camein second in the 100-meter dash in 12.65 seconds. She

1A State Track meetinWichitaover theweekendwitha5-footjump. ShetookfirstinRegionals. alsotook firstintheRegiona competition.

Obelintrack gars
win medalsat gate

Junior hurdler takesdoublegold
asteamsfinishfourth, eighth at meet

The Decatur Community High
School boystrack teamwascarried
into fourth place at the Class 2A
state track meet by junior Teryn
Grafel, who won two firstsin the
hurdles.

The Oberlin girlscamein eighth
on the strength of a second-place
finishby LaurenFortinand apair of
thirdsby relay teams.

Oberlin sent 13 athletes to com-
pete in 11 events at the meet in
Wichitaon Friday and Saturday.

Grafel ran the 110-meter high
hurdlesin 15.32 seconds. In re-
gional competition, hetook firstin
14.46, an Oberlin high school
record.

Last year, Grafel won the state
meetinthe110hurdles, runningthe
coursein 15.19.

A second gold medal came as
Grafel cleared the 300-meter inter-
mediate hurdlesin 40.02. Hewasa
littlefaster last week, when hewon
first intheregional meet in 40 sec-
ondsto tieaschool record.

Last year, hetook third at statein
the 300, running the coursein41.9.

Grafel wonanadditiona meda as
a member of the Oberlin boys
4x100-meter relay team, which
placed fourth.

Jennings
runner
doeswel

SophomoreMarcusM cK ennaof
Jennings, thelast athleteto compete
for the Prairie Heights Coyotes,
brokeaschool recordinoneraceand
matched hispersonal bestinanother
inthestate Track and Field Meetin
Wichitaon Saturday.

Since Jennings did not have a
track team in thisfinal year for the
school, McKenna competed for
HoxieHigh School until timefor the
regional meet, where he qualified
for the statein Class 1A in both the
1,600-meter and 800-meter runs.

Wearing Jennings' colorsin the
state meet, he placed fifth in the
1,600, setting a school record of 4
minutes, 43.19 seconds, and sixthin
the 800 in 2:05.23. He had broken
the1,600-meter school recordtwice
earlier thisyear.

He missed fourth in the 1,600 by
26/100 of a second and fifth in the
800 by 1/100 of asecond.

His1,600timewasmorethansix
seconds better than his 4:49.3 re-
gional time and he cut morethan a
second off hisregional 800 time of
2:06.8.

“Wetalked to him about running
competitively sinceit would bethe
last time for a Jennings athlete to
compete,” said Hoxie Coach Tom
Friess. “He definitely upheld the
pride of the Jennings community.

“Hegot boxedin several timesin
the 1,600-meter or [he] could have
won it. He is just a sophomore, so
was hot as experienced as some of
the other runners.

“We were really happy to have
Marcuson our team thisseason. He
workseven harder thanweexpect.”

Thisisthe second year in arow
that Grafel hasbeeninthreeevents
at state. Last year, he was on the
4x400-meter relay team, which
cameinninthinthepreliminaries.

Asafreshman, Grafel took fifth
at stateinthe 110 hurdlesand com-
peted inthe 300 hurdles.

Sophomore Lauren Fortin, who
wontheregional 100-meter dashin
12.5 seconds, came in second at
statein 12.65.

Fortin helped the girls 4x100-
meter relay team to athird and the
4x400-meter relay team to seventh
at state.

All three of the Oberlin girlsre-
lay teams ran well enough at
regionalsto get achanceat state.

The 4x100-meter relay team,
which cameinfirst at regionalsin
50.4, a school record, took third at
state, runningin50.93. Membersare
Fortin, freshmanHeather Glodt and
juniors Kaitlyn Stapp and Lydia
Karnopp.

The 4x800-meter relay team of
freshman L acey Ream, sophomore
Sarah Murray and juniors Lora
Mariettaand Whitney Beinkecame
inthird at regionalsin 10:20.2 and
third at state in 10:08.6, a school
record.

Stapp came in sixth in the high
jump at state at 5 feet. Shewon the
regional competition at 5-2.

Senior Lance Fortin won two
medalsin three eventsashe placed
fifthinthejavelinat 162 and hel ped
theboys4x100-meter relay teamto
fourth place. Fortin placed 16th in
histhird event, the highjump.

Atregionals, hewassecondinthe
javelin at 156-1 and third in high
jumpat 5-10.

Theboys4x100-meter relay team
of Fortin, Grafel and juniors Bruce
King and Joe Mondero took fourth
at statein 44.92. Theteam camein
third in regionalsin 44.1, a school
record.

Thegirls4x400-meter relay team
of Beinke, Fortin, Ream and
Karnopp camein 4:17 to medal at
state. The team took fourth at
regionalsin4:12.5.

Bailey took ninthinthejavelinat
statein 151-4. Hewasfirstinjavelin
intheregional meet at 164-2.

Reamtook 10thinthe800-meter
run at state in 2:31. She camein
fourthinregionalsin 2:34.6.

“Both teams competed well and
we had areally good track season
thisyear,” Coach Joe Dreher said.
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— Herald staff photos by Dick Boyd

Get all the news
from Decatur County
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today!

Subscribers whose mailing addressisin
Decatur, Norton, Rawlins, Sheridan, Thomas
and Red Willow counties %30
Elsewherein Kansas %34
Elsewhere in the United States *37
To order your subscription, fill out
the coupon below and send it with payment to:
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170 S. Penn Ave. Oberlin, Kan. 67749




