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IN THE LEAD, Mick Glaze and hisfather Gorman (above) |eft the pasture  Theyoungest guy on thewagon train, he rode hishorse most of theway, al-
onFriday, May 27 for thethree-day wagon trainfrom Oberlinto Curtis, Neb. though hedid rideinthewagon alittle.

Taylor Blackburn, 3, (below) peaked out from underneath his horse’ s head.

Good ol’ days
brought alive

Group drives wagon train to Curtis

Dressedinhisraingear, thedriver
climbed up to the bench seat.

With one foot on the floorboard
and another on the board in front of
him, he took the reins and lightly
tappedthehorseswiththem, telling
themit wastimeto go.

Wheelsmoved round and round,
but the only sound wastherain hit-
ting the top the covered wagons,
people talking and an occasional
whinny fromahorse.

It was a step back in time, when
lifemay havebeenalittlelesscom-
plicated and people were carried
aroundonhorseback andincovered
wagons.

The wagon train, made up of
sevenwagonsand aroundsix horse-

back riders, took off onFriday, May
27, amile north and amile east of
Oberlin, headed to Curtis, Neb.

The whole thing started with
Mick Glaze and Ron McDougal,
bothdraft horseenthusiasts, talking
about havingawagontrain. Thetwo
started planningthe Memorial Day
event last Christmas, said Mr.
Glaze. Most of thoseonthetripwere
family or friendsof thetwo.

There were three teams from
Kansas, twofromNebraskaandtwo
from Oklahoma, said Mr. Glaze

Mick’ sfather, GormanGlaze, 77,
wasabletocomeinfor theride. He
livesin Curtis now. Gorman’s
brother from Lexington cameinon
Sunday to ridefor theday.
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ated on hishorsewhile Ron M cDougal (Ieft) moved histeam

andwagonintoline.

Mick said hisbrother and hiswife
came up from the Wichitaareaanc
drove a wagon, and there were
friends from Curtis and their rela-
tivesfrom Oklahoma.

“Dad has always been a horse
man,” said Mr. Glaze, “and heisn't
getting any younger. He pretty
much drove the team and led the
wagon train thewholeway.”

The group traveled around 15 tc
16 milesthefirst day, 25thesecond
day and 21 thethird day, about 62
milesin all. They got to Curtis
around 5 p.m. on Sunday, said Mr.
Glaze, and Monday, they trailerec
the horses and wagons back home.

Each night, said Mr. Glaze, the
groupwouldload upinonevehicle
and drive back to the place they
started in the morning and get their
trailersand vehicles.

Thefirst night, hesaid, thegroup
cooked over afireand camped out.
The second night it was a little
chilly, sothey madesoupinatrailer
and most slept inside. The thiro
night, the group had a hamburger
feed at their destination, Harvey
Cole' splace.

For breakfast, they ate rolls anc
for lunch, sandwiches.

Mr. Glaze said they had rain
throughout thetrip and about with
hail. For the most part, he said, the
cool, damp weather wasperfect for
the horses, but they had to stop and
wait out thehail.

“We had agood time,” said Mr.
Glaze, “ and the guyswho had been
onother wagontrainslikedthisone
better becauseit wassmall. Hesaid
they liked the roads better, too, be-
causethereweren’'tany sharprocks,
whicharehard onthehorses feet.”

Mr. Glazesaidtheyoungest rider
on the wagon train was Taylor
Blackburn, 3, from Oklahoma. He
isMr. Col€' sgreat-grandson. Tay-
lor rode his horse amost the entire
way, said Mr. Glaze. There were
only afew times the little guy de-
cidedtorideinthewagon.

Thegroup, saidMr. Glaze, istal k-
ing about thisbeing thefirst annual
wagontrain. Nextyear, hesaid, they
are going to look for placesin
Decatur County to go.

Mr. Glaze,whogrew upinCurtis,
said hedidn’t know abetter way tc
cel ebratetheholiday weekend than
with friendsand horses.



