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THE DRESDEN 1911 BALL TEAM included (from left) row 1: Hugh “lkey” Jones. Row 2: Wes Metzler, EIf Foster, Albert Harold, Harry Bates,
Campbell, Ed Campbell, Alf Foster, George Fisher, Billie Fuller and Glen Walter “Tobe” Harold, JessHarold and Bill Roughton.
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Book describes
Dresden lifestyle

Author writes about day-to-day experiences

By MARY LOU OL SON

Thedream of sharing the history
and memoriesof familieswholived
in the Dresden areabecame areal-
ity when Dalene (Sewell) Gawith
published “ Dresden, Kansas, A
TownonthePrairie— 1888-2004.”

The 416-page book brings to
readers the day-to-day life experi-
enced by residents of thetiny town
over thepast 117 years.

The author said that the seed for
her book wasplantedinthesummer
of 1994 when shewas staying with
her mother, Hazel (Derby) Sewell.
She said that her mother started to
tell her about the old buildings and
thepeoplewhohadlivedinDresden
and she realized that this story
needed to be written down. She
wroteastory entitled “Buildingsin
Dresden, Kansas.”

“l wassothrilled with theresults
that | showed it to Kenneth Foster,
alongtime Dresden resident,” she
said, “and after taking aquick ook
at it, he went home and returned to
show me drawings he had done of
all the blocksin Dresden, showing
theimprovementsand ownerships.

“Alittlelater | wrote,' My Memo-
riesof Dresden,” butitwasnot until
| took alocal history class with
LindaDavis Stephensinthe spring
of 1999 and Paul Welter showed us
thematerial that hehad collectedon
Dresden that | realized the store of
information we had and that it
needed to be shared with others.”

Mrs. Gawithwasborn onafarm
northeast of Dresden on Sept. 19,
1932, the daughter of Murrell and
Hazel (Derby) Sewell. The family
later moved southof Dresdenonthe
North Fork of the Solomon River,
where they lived for 20 years. She
attended Prairie Center school , went
to seventh and eighth grade in
DresdenandgraduatedinMay 1950
from Jennings High Schoal.

After earning aBachelor of Sci-
enceinhomeeconmicsand aminor
in physical education from Fort
Hays Kansas State Teachers Col-
lege in 1954, she began ateaching
career that spanned 42 years, most
of itin Jennings.

The book includes personal sto-
ries of families and information on
businessesof Dresden, whichat one
time boasted over 300 residents. It
also includes information on the
railroad, cemetery, churches,
schools and entertainment during
the past century.

Col. Glenn “Ikey” Joneswas a
well-known auctioneer and humor-
istin Dresden andwroteby thepen
name*“ Smiling Ikey” for the Dres-
den Sunflower, mostly inpoetry. He

began auctioneering in 1912 and
continued until hisdeath at the age
of 84.

GayleBaintertellsinhisstory that
he remembers one time when Mr.
Joneswascryingasale. A lady came
up to him and asked if he could sell
just one cup out of a box that was
ready to be sold.

“If | sold every iteminthat box,”
hesaid, “itwouldtakeforever. Why
don’'t you buy the whole box and
then you would havethe cup.”

“If you were my husband,” she
said, “I would shoot you.”

“Lady, if | were your husband,”
hereplied, “| would shoot myself.”

The book includes Mr. Foster's
free-hand drawingsof all the Dres-
denblocksinthelate 1980s, identi-
fying locations of homes and busi-
nesses. Mrs. Sewell identified
homesand occupantsover theyears.
Photographs of many of the early
businessesareincluded. Oneshows
Main Streetfloodedin1907 after the
town had adownpour.

Some wild geese were flying
overheadlookingfor aplacetoland
and somewereinjured whentrying
to set down, some were caught and
othersshot, but several familieshad
gooseto eat.

TheMethodist Church, whichhas
been remodel ed several times, was
thefirstin Dresdenandisstill open.

The Rock 1sland Railroad tracks
werelaid through Dresden by June
1888. After people were told that
thiswasto beamainlinefrom Chi-
cago to Denver, businesses started
to appear on the streets of Dresden
and it became a boom town. The
town becamethesection headquar-
tersfortherailroadand many homes
were rented or owned by the track
workers. At that time, Dresden had
two businesses of most every kind.

Xavier Dempewolf startedastage
line from Dresden to Oberlinin
1901 which carried passengersand
theU.S. Mail. Cost for one passen-
ger was $1.50 one way, and $2.50
round trip.

The Peoples Store, which was
openedin1920by Mikeand Florian
Karls, wasoneof thelast businesses
toclose. Thetwobrotherspurchased
it together and moved it to a new
building, the site of the old livery
stable. Mikelater sold hisinterest to
hisbrother, who continued to oper-
ateituntil retiringin1974. Thestore
survived the crash of 1929 and the
Depression. Mr. Karls' daughter,
Mary Catherine, said hewasknown
to give credit from one harvest to
another harvest, butlater changedto
30-days credit. Nellie Derby
worked asaclerk inthestorefor 27

years.

AtthetimetheKarlsbrotherspur-
chased the store, Dresden was a
booming little town with the Rock
Island Railroad thecenter of attrac-
tion, threegeneral stores, twohotels,
two restaurants, two barber shops,
ahardware store, a Foster Lumber
Co. yard, two creameries and two
strong banks.

When Florian Karls retired, he
wasaskedwhat hehad enjoyed most
over the years, to which he an-
swered, “the people.”

Paul Welter sharesin his“High-
lights of Dresden” about being one
of 14 children of Peter and M athilda
Welter. Thefamily lived11/2miles
east of Dresden and he said hisfa-
ther would walk totheschool, have
all of the children hold hands, then
hewouldleadthemhomeduringthe
dust-stormyearsof the* Dirty 30s.”

“When Dadwould gettotherail-
road, hewould liedownand put his
ear ontherail toseeif itwassafefor
ustocrosssincethedirt wassothick
he couldn’t see if therewas atrain
coming.”

Mr. Welter said he aso remem-
bers the cattle drives coming into
town. Thecattleweredriveninfrom
al directions, even asfar away as
Oberlin, to the stockyards located
acrossthestreet south of the Peoples
Store. They were herded into the
stockyard pensbeforethey werere-
loaded into cattle carsonthesiding
of the Rock Island Railroad, then
wereshippedtoKansasCity, Oma-
haor Denver.

“Saturday night in the ' 30s, the
bigeventwasthefreesilentmovies,
sponsored by Karls Grocery with
free popcorn. A circus coming to
townwasa soahigeventwhenbig-
toptentshoused theshowsof trained
horsesand animals.” hesaid.

Family storiesand picturesinthe | |

book include the names Amlong,
Depperschmidt, Derby, Deu Pree,
Bremer, Muirhead, Foster, Gawith,
Harold, Jones, Karls, Launchbaugh,
Law, Leonard, Bainter, Pankaskie,
Rhodes, Ritter, Sawyer, Sewell,
Skubal, Spresser, Taylor, Wernette,
Welter, Diederich, and Schief-
erecke.

Mrs. Gawith said that she dedi-
cated the book “To all who called
Dresden, Kan., home.

Shehas sold the 107 copiesfrom
the first printing, but plansto have
more printed, which will be avail-
able the latter part of August. She
saidthat anyoneinterestedinabook
cancall her by June30at (785) 475-
3679, writeheratBox 174, Dresden,
Kan., 67635, or e-mail
wdgawith@netscape.net
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THETELEPHONE SWITCHBOARD for Dresdenwasinthehomeof MaeDerby Griffith,
the operator, in 1924, since someone had to be nearby 24 hoursaday. The officewasin the
front room and thefamily livedintherest of thetwo-story house.
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JOE’SHARDWARE STORE, owned by Flavius Josephis“Joe” Foster,

waswell-stocked for customersin the Dresden areaduring the 1930's.
—Dalene Gawith collection
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Photosfrom theDalene Gawith collection



