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Rain kegpswater restrictionsat bay

Although there have been several hot
days, therecent moi sturehaskept themayor
from having to declare awater warning so

far thismonth.

In recent years, it has been a different

story.

Last year, the city banned all outdoor
water useinearly May whenapumpfailed,

for therest of the summer.

ter useina24 hour period.

thenlifted theban. Atthebeginning of June,
themayor declared awater warningandthe
even/odd watering system went into effect

City Administrator Gary Shike said the
trigger thisyear is 700,000 gallons of wa-

Althoughthecity has pumped that much

swimming pool.
Mr. Shikesaidthe

water at |east twicethissummer, oneof the
timeswaswhenthecity crew wasfillingthe

go on the even/odd watering system until
useisconsistently upagainstthat trigger. He
said before activating therestrictions, they
also try to look at the weather forecast,

city doesn’'t normally

JoeVgart, who held the bag, and Trooper Bill Goodness. defense moves.

Women
learn
todefend

Around 35 women learned
what to do and what not to if at-
tackedduringasdalf-defensetrain-
ing class last week sponsored by
theDecatur County FarmBureau
in conjunction with the Kansas
Highway Patrol.

Troopers Joe Vajart and Bill
Goodnessfrom Salinaput onthe
classat The Gateway.

Dianne Bremer with the Farm
Bureau said they had 50 women
signed up, but with the bad weat-
her that night thenumber dropped
to 35. The bureau plans on hold-
ing the class again next year, she
said.

went through several scenariosif

WITH HER HANDS UP, Moally Coleman (above) pre- SueGlodt (below |eft), her daughter Heather and afriend,
pared to practiceakick shehad just learned from Trooper Lacey Ream, watched as the troopers demonstrated the

— Herald staff photos by Kimberly Davis
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) apersonwasattackingyou. They spray in their purse so they could martial arts instructor, said it is
TroopersVgjartand Goodness  agreedthatitwasn’tabadideafor spray an attacker inthe eyes.

womento carry abottle of pepper

Trooper Goodness, a licensed

important tounderstandthat Kan-
(See WOMEN on Page 10A)

Relaytobehedrainor shineon Friday

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

The Decatur County Relay for
Lifestartsat 7p.m. Friday at thehigh
school track.

Sarah Fredrickson, co-chair for
the event, said 17 teams signed up
to walk throughout the night. The
teamsarethe FFA, theMay family,
the Bruggeman family and friends,
Decatur Health Systems (two
teams), the Decatur Professional
Women, the Black family and
Depperschmidts, the Fortins (two
teams) theDetermined Decaturites

(Decatur County employees, two
teams), the Classof 2006, the Good
Samaritan Center, the Farrs, the
Wildcat Walkers(thestaff fromthe
gradeschool),andDr. Gary Fredric-
kson.

So far, said Mrs. Fredrickson,
thereare375luminariessoldforthe
evening. Althoughitistoolatetoget
namesin the program, the bagscan
still be purchased for $10 up to the
event. The luminaries usually are
dedicated in memory of a cancer
victimor inhonor of acancer survi-

vor.

Therelay hasthree new features
this year, she said. Around 8:30
p.m., three people will be getting
their hair cut to donate to L ocks of
Love, an organization that makes
wigsforkids. Anyonewhowantsto
participate can call Jan Carlisle at
theWashboard at 475-3148. Dona-
tionscancomefrom menorwomen,
but they must have 10inchesof hair
to cut off.

Therewill begamesand activities
al niaht at thetrack with prizes.

For survivors who can’'t walk,
said Mrs. Fredrickson, therewill be
chairsso they too can be part of the
opening ceremonies.

Teams, shesaid, need to remem-
ber to bring a basket to be given
away.

The event kicks off with 7 p.m.
withtheinvocation, presentation of
thecolorsby the American Legion,
and Anthony and AndreaMarshall
several pieces.

Cancer survivors will walk the

(SeeRELAY onPage10A)

which has been for wet weather recently.

This year, the trigger was lowered
100,000 gallons, said Mr. Shike, mainly
becausewell No. 9 hasfallen off alittlebit
each year. The city isre-drilling that well
with plansto haveit doneinthefall.

There-drill, said Mr. Shike, should give
the city morewater.

Thecity used:

« 485,000 gallonson Monday, June 6.
« 332,000 gallonson Tuesday, June 7.
« 577,000 gallonslast Wednesday.

« 401,000 gallonson Thursday .

« 335,000 gallonson Friday.

« 371,000 gallons on Saturday .

* 243,000 gallonson Sunday .

Srenssend
many toshdyter,
sometoporches

Tornado seen outside of Oberlin
but no damage reported in county

Sirenssoundedin Oberlin around
4 p.m. Thursday as the sky above
towngrew adark gray, almost black
inspots.

Someleftwork and headed home
to their basements; others went to
thefront porchtowatch. Storm spot-
terswere sent out.

From north of Oberlin, upin Ne-
braska, aradio announcer reported
numeroustornadoes and bad weat-
her.

Rainstartedtofal intown, but it
never seemed to get too heavy dur-
ingthestorm. Around4:35p.m. the
sirenswent off again. Totheeast, the
sky was pitch black in spots.

Dispatch reported one tornado
spotted touching down in an open
field southwest of town. Dispatcher
Bert Cool said hethought FireChief
Bill Cathcart had spotted thestorm.

Mick McGuire, ameteorologist,
with the National Weather Service
officein Goodland, said an upper-
level storm system moving infrom
thewestranintoplenty of gulf mois-
tureover theHigh Plains.

Thunderstormsdevel oped along
a“dry ling” stretching from Gove
County northward to the Oberlin
area.

There were several weak torna-
doesreportedin Gove County, saic
Mr.McGuire. Thentherewasasig-
nificant tornado in Graham County
and numerous reports of funnelsas
the storm moved into Rooks Co-
unty.

There were reports of large hail
acrossthearea

In the evening, the sun came out
and things calmed down until the

(See STORM on Page 10A)

County decides
toclosetirefill,
recycleold rubber

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Decatur County will no longer
bury used tires at the landfill, com-
missioners decided last week, but
will take wholetireswhich will be
picked up by arecycler.

At ameeting last Tuesday, Tim
Stallman, road and bridge director,
said it could cost $10,000 in engi-
neering costsfor anew planfor the
tire“ monofill,” becausetheK ansas
Department of Healthand Environ-
ment has changed the rules. The
monofill isaspecial pit wheretires
can beburied. It isaseparate loca-
tion, andonly tirescanbeburiedin
that pit. Both whole and shredded
tires can be buried.

The landfill takes in around 500
tiresayear, Mr. Stallman said, and
peoplepay $1for eachtirethey drop
off.

Mr. StallmansaidtheBecker Tire
truck comes through the county
about every twoweeksand picksup
whole tires. There is room at the
landfill for 500tirestobestoredat a
time.

Mr. Stallman said hethought one
of the tire dealers in town was al-
ready getting rid of used tireswith
the Becker Tiretruck.

Tiresthat aresplitintopieceswill
till betaken at thelandfill, hesaid;

County
Roundup

At their meeting last Tuesday,
the Decatur County commission-
ers:

« Approved the purchase of
around $10,000 of chemicals for
the noxious weed department.
Story on Page 5A.

+ Decided to close the tire
“monofill” at the county landfill,
knowinganew plan could costthe
county around $10,000. Story at
left.

+ Agreed to wait until budget
time to decide ifthe county will give
the soil conservation district
$10,000 next year. Story on Page
3A.

« Signed paperwork for a grant
to help pay the sheriff's office for
helping cover the highways during
holidays. Story to come.

therecyclerjust perfersthat thetires
arewhole.

Commissioner Doyle Brown
askedif thecounty couldjust cover
the monofill and that would take

(See LANDFILL onPage10A)

Oberlin highway
toget new concrete
duringtwo projects

By STEVEHAYNES

U.S. 36through Oberlin, fromthe
U.S. 83 junction to Penn Avenue,
will be repaved with new concrete
under two “geometric improve-
ment” projectsapproved by thestate
Department of Transportation.

Chriss McDiffett, district engi-
neer for the department from
Norton, said both projectshad been
approved for bidding in December
2006. State and federal money will
pay al thecostsof thework, hesaid,
so long as neither project exceeds
$600,000. The estimate for both
jobsis$1.1 million.

The improvements will include
new concrete paving, replacing as-
phaltwhichinsomecaseshad abad
base and tends to sink. Work will

start west of the Crossroads Express
storeand go past Penn.

Theroad should beabout likethe
existing pavement, said City Ad-
ministrator Gary Shike, except the
pavement will be concrete, which
will stand up better to over-the-road
trucks stopping, starting up anc
turning at theintersections.

Mr. Shike said he was surprisec
when both projects were approved
at thesametime. Thecity had hopec
to get at least onethisyear.

“I"'mgladthey let uscombinethe
two,” he said, “so we won't have
everything torn up twice.”

He said the city has hired Pencc
Engineering of Plainvilleto design
theproject. Thestatewill pay for the

(See HIGHWAY on Page 10A)
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Oberlinand headed on east. The stormsreportedly produced

* Storm sendssometothar basaments

(Continued from Page 1A)
early morning, when it started to
storm again.

The areareceived .46 of aninch
of rain in the storm. On Friday, it
stayed cloudy most of the day with
.63 of aninch of rain falling. The
sudden downburst washed out many

* Landfill

(Continued from Page 1A)
careof it. Mr. Stallmansaidthey are
racing against theclock becausethe
tire monofill regulations haven't
actually changed yet, but could any
day.
He said he thought the county
neededtoget out of thetirebusiness
whilethey till can. Hesaid heisjust
goingto havetotell thetiredea ers
that the landfill doesn’t take pro-
cessed tires, which are shredded,
anymore.

The commissioners agreed to
close the monofill although the
landfill will still beadrop point for
tiresfor therecycler to pick up. Ba-
sically, if you have atire, evenif it
hasbeendamaged, it canbetakento

tumbleweeds, blocking parts of
Cass Avenue and clogging the
drains at the south end of the storm
drain. Much of the block south of
Commercial Street wasflooded un-
til city workers got the drain clear.
Willard Perrin of the water depart-
ment used a backhoe to move the

ONTHURSDAY AFTERNOON, adark cloud passedover atornado that touched down outside of town.

— Herald staff photo by Dave Bergling

weeds.

Over the weekend, the areare-
ceived an additional .63 of aninch
of rain, meaning 1.72 inches fell
during week.

Mr. McGuire said although the
temperatures were lower on Mon-
day, the forecast showed that it

wouldstart warmingupby Tuesday
and then bein the 90s by the end of
theweek.

The areaisn’t completely done
withthewet weather, hesaid, butthe
recent rainy spell has come to an
end. Hesaidthereisadlight chance
of stormsinthemiddleof theweek.

won’t havespot toburytires

thelandfill for $1. Thelandfill just
won't taketiresthat are shredded.

Recent rains have kept the road
andbridgecrew busy, Mr. Stallman
said. most of the men are blading
roads now.

Mr.Brownsaidheheardthat Bea-
ver and Sappa Creeks were out of
their banks, but he never saw it.

Mr. Stallman said there was at

least one road in Sappa Township
with water on it, but that is pretty
normal sinceitisalow-water cross-
ing.

There weren't any reports of
bridge damage, he said.

Mr. Stallman saidtwo of thecrew
are out mowing and oneis helping
with the bridge project.

The Kanapolis Sand and Gravel
Co. gotthebidfor ahighway project
from Oberlin to Norcatur, he said,
and needsaplaceto store300yards
of material. Mr. Stallman asked the
commissioners about storing it the
road and bridge yard.

County Attorney Steve Hirsch
said it could tear up city streets
bringing those suppliesinto town.

Mr. Stallman said the road crew
needstokeepthesuppliesclean.He
asked about them keeping it on the
strips along the highway, but the
peopleat thecompany didn’t know
if they would have room to move
around.

Mr. Brown said he would rather
keep thetrucks off the city streets.

Mr. Stallman said he would talk
with the company and the Kansas
Department of Transportation.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

* Approved non-pottable water
contracts for 2005 for the hospital
and Good Samaritan Center. In an
emergency, thecounty will provide
non-drinkablewater for thosefacili-
tiesfor everything but drinkingwa-
ter.

* Heard that Mr. Stallman hasre-
celved somerequestsfrompeopleto
purchasesomeof thecounty surplus
items that didn’t draw bids. The
commissioners agreed the county
would wait to sell thoseitems until
thenext sale.

* Relay raisescash for cancer research

(Continued from Page 1A)
first lap and then the survivorsand
care giversthe second lap.

By 7:30 p.m., teams need to be
ready towalk. Mrs. Fredricksonsaid
the community band will play sev-
eral songs.

Guesswhen har vest will

Cansare out at sponsoring busi-
nessesfor thisyear’ sHarvest Coun-
tdown contest, and the person who
guesses closest to the day and time
the first load of wheat rolls in will
win part of $100 in scrip money.

Toenter, fill outaformnexttothe
can at any sponsoring businessand
guessthe day, hour and minute the
first load of wheat will come into

At 10 p.m., the committee will
hold a luminary ceremony with
more songs by the Marshalls.
Namesof all thevictimsand survi-
vorswill beread.

Mrs. Fredrickson said there will
belotsof pizzasand Pepsi products

one of the sponsoring elevators, in-
cluding Decatur Co-op €levator,
Hansen-Mueller Grainor Hi-Plains
Co-op.

The wheat has to be from this
year’ scropand haveamoisturecon-
tent of 14 percent or |ess.

Thereisno purchasenecessary to
enter the contest, but thoseentering
must be 18 or older. Previous win-

for thewalk, donated by PizzaHut,
Keenos RoadhouseGrill, Re-Load
and Crossroads Expressand Pepsi.
If it rains, she said, the alternate
siteisinside thehigh school.
The relay, she said, brings to-
gether peoplewho have cancer and

those who have lost someone they
care about to cancer. Itislikeabig
support group. The money raised
goestoresearchand also so patients
can bereimbursed for someof their
expenses, includingfood, travel and
evenawig.

start and win money

ners, thosewho havebrought inthe
previousfirst loads and employees
andrelativesof TheOberlinHerald
arenot eligible.

First prizewill be$50, second $35
andthirdis$15. Thelast day toreg-
isteris4 p.m.onFriday, June24, or
whenever thefirst load arrives.

Sponsors of the contest are the
LandMark Inn, Raye’'s Grocery,

Hansen-Mueller, Rocking R, Hir-
schand Pratt, Decatur Co-op Asso-
ciation, Hi-Plains Co-op, Fredric-
kson Insurance Agency, Stanley
Hardware, Southwest Implement,
Ward Drug Store, Decatur County
Titleand Abstract Co., HomePlan-
ning Center, Decatur County |mple-
ment, Gorman Tarps, Pizza Hut,
Addleman Drug Storeand KFNF.

All flowers and decorations at the Oberlin
Cemetery must be removed before
Sunday, June 26. After that the city will

remove them in preparation for mowing
and weed eating.

Please
allow
10 days
for mowing
and
weed eating
before
placing
flowers

Peterson

Whati mékes
Daddy tick

Father’s Dray. 1t's a ficker.

MASTER I I@ JEWELER

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE"

Jewelers

“The Corner of Quality” wl
124 Norris, McCook 308-345-4570 1-800-658-9953 =
Open M-F 9:30-5:30 pm Thurs. till 6:30 pm Sat. 9:30-5:00 pm g

* Highway
projectshere
get sate'sOK

New concreteto be placed
Intwo projectsonU.S. 36

(Continued from Page 1A)
engineering, hesaid, butthecity has
to havethe plans donefirst.

The state and city have been re-
building the highway “ connecting
links” through town over the last
decade. Work on U.S. 83 started at
the south end of town and moved
north over several years, but Mr.
Shike said the project limit was
$300,000 in those days.

Hesaidthecity already hasappli-
cationsto fill out for the next two
projects, taking the new pavement
on east. It may take five to finish
U.S. 36 to the east end of town, he
said.

Mr. McDiffett said work would
be donein the summer of 2007.

Mr. Shike said a detour will be
built out to thewest sideof U.S. 83
at theintersection to allow work to
proceed faster. The project will be-
ginjust pastthewest drivefor Cross-
roads, hesaid.

Mr. McDiffett talked about the
projectsat theannual meeting of the
U.S. Highway 36 Association on
Friday in St. Francis.

Another project, he said, will be
sealing the pavement on U.S. 36
from Oberlinto the Norton County
line. Crewswill putdownaconven-
tional seal, using road oil and
crushed rock, at acost estimated at
$343,000. The work will be done
this summer, and the contractor is
already lookingfor awork site. Ten
miles west of Atwood and eight
miles east of that town also will be
sealed this summer.

In January, the department will

take bids on geometric improve-
ment projects for the road through
Atwood, which will be replaced
with new concrete at a cost esti-
mated at $1.4 million. That work is
being done in partnership with the
City of Atwood.

Work continues on a$6 million
project to rebuild six miles road
from Norton to the K-383 junction
west of town. Paving is scheduled
for August, the engineer said.

The next major project will be
completely replacing pavement on
anew alignmentfor 15.3milesfrom
there to the Decatur County line.
When that job, estimated at $17.5
millionisdone, Mr. McDiffett said,
all of U.S. 36 from border to border
will have modern shoulder with at
least a three-foot pavement and
roomto pull off thedriving lanes.

Elsewhere in the state, a new
bridgeover theBlueRiverisinser-
vicein Marysville, allowing rail
trafficto run under the highway af-
ter tracksaremoved. Total cost ap-
proaches $50 million.

Workisinprogressonafour-lane
freeway for thefirst 12 milesout of
St. Joseph, which sees heavy com-
muter traffic. That isa$35 million
project, said Jerry Y ounger, new
district engineer in Topeka.

Two future projects will renew
the pavement through Jewell
County around Mankato for $9.5
million. A sectionfrom Courtlandto
Bellevillewill getahot recycleand
overlay thisyear for $1.76 million,
said District Engineer DonDrickey
of Salina.

*Womenlearn
how tofight back

(Continued from Page 1A)
saslaw saysif anattacker retreatsor
quits, youcan’t keep sprayingthem
becausethenyouwouldbecomethe
attacker and be charged.

Basicaly, he said, if you get at-
tackedandyoudefendyourself, that
isOK, but oncetheattackerisonthe
ground and you are still beating on
him or her, you have become the
attacker.

Themen showed thewomen sev-
eral kicks, including onewiththetop
of thefootandonewiththeheel. The
troopersal so showedwomenhowto
cutoff thewindtoapersonwiththeir
arms.

For the most part, said Trooper
Goodness, women are stronger in

their legsthan arms, so usethem.

It also helps when a person gets
ready tokick or hitthat they scream,
hesaid. That actually makesthehit
or kick stronger.

Trooper Vajart said in many
cases, if apersonisattacked andthey
yell help, no oneis going to come.
Instead, he said, the person should
yell fire, because everyone comes
for that.

Thetrooperswent over many ba-
sic moves and let the women try
them out. Trooper Goodness said
therewasalot for the group to ab-
sorh, soeach person should pick one
or twothingsthey likeand practice.

Mrs. Bremer said she had gotten
alot of good commentsontheevent.

Citytomeset Thursday

The Oberlin City Council gave
two people another month to clean
up junk vehiclesontheir property.

Millard Kyte requested a 30-day
extension for property he ownsto
the south and west of the county
clinic. City Administrator Gary
Shikesaid thevehiclesontheprop-
erty don’tbelongtoMr. Kyteandhe
isworking to have the owner to get
rid of them.

Atthemeetingon Thursday, June
2, the council approved the exten-
sion.

Mr. Shike said WillaUrban alsc
askedfor a30 day extensionfor ve-
hiclesshehasn’t beenabletomove.
Mr. Shike said Police Chief Wade
L ockharttold her aslongasshewas
working on getting the vehicles
moved, she is OK. The council
agreed.

ldeas For Good

OL’ Dad

2004 Jeep Liberty Sport
4dr., 4x4, tilt, cruise, air, V6, auto, CD, keyless entry

Only $18,650

1997 Chryder Concorde
4dr., V6, auto, cloth interior, keyless entry

Only $3,500

1998 Honda Accord EX
V6 auto, leather interior, CD, sunroof,

aloy whedls, new tires— Nice $9,450

1995 Chevy Conversion Van
350 auto, loaded, DV D player, captains chairs,

rear A/C, nicel $6,500

2004 Dodge Status
4dr., V6, auto, tilt, cruise, air, CD, keyless entry,
22000miles  $12,750

210 State, Atwood

YSC.W. Beamgar,

Sales & Servicesince 1919

Ny

Inec.

785-626-3286




