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L egidature, court, toll
over datebudget woes

Sofar, thespecial sessionof theL egislature
inTopekaisamess.

We expected that.

A week before the session began, our rep-
resentative, John Faber of Brewster, said he
thought themood intheHousewas* not todo
anything.”

And sofar, thingsare stalled in the House,
where conservatives who don’t want to take
ordersfromthestate SupremeCourt refuseto
pass a spending bill, but don’t have the two-
thirds majority required to pass a constitu-
tional amendment slapping down the high
court.

Just aswell. An amendment is unlikely to
passthe Senate, either, but the conservatives
aregoingtohaveabigsay inwhatever passes.

Thegovernor, notingabigjumpinstaterev-
enues, proposed a $162 million package for
schools with no tax increase, areal sticking
point for the conservatives.

It hasn’t moved inthefirst five days of the
session. Thereare problems.

For one thing, while it’s more than the
amount the court demanded — $142 million
— there’ snoguaranteethestatecanraisethat
much again next year.

Legislatorswho cut taxesin the early ' 90s
are standing firm against an increase today,
andwith good reason. That’ swhat voterssay
they want.

Thetax-and-spend crowd, after losingonthe
floor of the Legidature, is happy to back the
school lawsuit. Theunel ected SupremeCourt
seemsto believethemantrathat school sneed

ever-increasing money supplies, andhangthe
budget.

Butit’ stheL egislature sjobtodivvy upthe
state’ smoney, not thecourts', and something
isgoingto havetogive.

We suspect therewill beacompromise.

Expectamovetolimitthecourt now or | ater.
Nextyear, perhaps, there' || beaconstitutional
amendment to require justices to run for of-
ficeagain, rather thanbeing appointedfor life.

Also, it squitepossibletherewill beacam-
paign to havevotersmark “no” when current
justicescomeup for approval.

No justice has ever been voted off, but un-
happy taxpayersmight just send them ames-
sage.

Whatever happens, the Legislature has to
deal withthefact that thestatehasother needs
besidesschools. Overall, Kansasschool sper-
form well, and they are not the state’s only
priority.

Higher education hasbeen cut sharply, and
collegesare short of money. Tuition hasshot
up, though Kansasuniversitiesare still abar-
gain.

Other state agencies have seen nothing but
cuts. Stateemployeeswill want araise.

Schoolsarethe most important thing inthe
statebudget, but they can’ tand shouldn’ t have
itall.

Andit’' stheLegidlature’ sjobtosort al that
out and makesomedecisions, not thecourt’s.
They needtogettoit.

—SeveHaynes

Mlssedqoeual moweonceagam

Sometimes you get the feeling
that thereis something, someforce
out there that is making sure some-
thing happensor doesn’t happen.

Whatever it is, it ismaking sure
that Steveand | don’t get to seethe
latest “ Star Wars” film.

Webothsaw all threeof theorigi-
nal filmsabout ahundredyearsago,
but for some reason we’ve had

Open Season
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troublewiththelatest trio.
We missed the first one, but ev-
eryonesaiditwasn’tabigloss. Still

planning wouldn't takeall day.
The fence had blown over two

the drive-in had changed movies.
The choiceswere now “The Long-

I’dliketo seeit sometime.

When the second film came out,
weall went to the Sherman Theater
next door to The Goodland Star-
Newsofficefor aspecial matinee. It
was great fun, with popcorn and
Milk Dudsand everything.

Nowthelatest, last filmisout, and
our kids say best of the recent Star
Wars trio. All the 20-somethings
and middle-aged geekslined upfor
the first midnight showings at the
city theaters.

| don'tevenliketolineupforthe
bathroom at Rockies baseball
games, so when Star Wars 111 was
advertised for the Sunflower Cin-
emain Oberlin, | was overjoyed. |
was going to be home both nights.

StevesaidweshouldgoonFriday
sincewehadalot of yardwork todo
on Saturday and might not be done
intimefor that showing.

Sounded good to meuntil | got a
call at 5:30p.m.fromhimsayinghis
truck wouldn't start. Sincehewasin
Goodland, anhour and ahalf away,
| saw the Friday show slipping
away.

But there was still Saturday.
Surely, the fence repairs we were

weeks earlier in aheavy wind and
was propped up by abrace in the
neighbor’ syard. Shewasni ceabout
it, but really hoping to get to mow
her yard on Sunday.

So Saturday, wesawed off thetop
of thefence, dug out arotted postand
the two feet of concreteit was bur-
iedin, and reset the post in new ce-
ment. By thetimeweweredone, we
figuredthemoviewashalf over and
wewere morethan half donefor.

Later we found out that the film
hadn’t comeinand would be show-
ing the next weekend, while we
were on vacation in Colorado.

So, | told Steve, we would catch
the movie in Colorado. Thereisa
six-plexin Alamosaand adrive-in
andthree-plexinMonteVista, both
easy driving from our house.

Aswedrovethrough Alamosaon
Thursday, we noted that Star Wars
wasplayinganditwasalsoonatthe
drive-ininMonte Vista.

We figured the drive-in was the
way togo. Star Warsunder thestars
sounded great. Wefigured Saturday
for Mexican food and a movie in
Monte.

When we arrived, we noted that

estYard” and“Mr.andMrs. Smith.”
The three-plex downtown didn’t
have Star Wars and aquick call to
the Alamosatheater confirmed that
themoviewasn'’t thereanymoreei-
ther.

Theforcejust wasn't with us.

We ended up at the drive-in
watching “Mr. and Mrs. Smith.” It
wasfun, but not Star Wars.

Maybeour childrenwill giveusa
three-CD set for Christmas so we
can watch both thefirst and last of
the series. Of course, watching an
epic dramaon ascreen that’ s mea-
sured ininchesisn’t quitethe same
asonethat’s measured in feet, and
several notches under one that’s
under thestars.

| guess I'll keep remembering
Anakin asanice, if slightly weird,
guy for awhilelonger.

(From theBibI@
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Poverty and shameshall be
to him that refuseth instruc-
tion: but he that regardeth re-
proof shall be honoured.

Proverbs13:18

THE OBERLIN HERALD

lin, Kan. 67749.

\_

USPS401-600
170S. PennAve., Oberlin, Kan. 67749-2243

Published each Wednesday by Haynes Pub-
lishing Co., 170 S. Penn Ave., Oberlin, Kan.
67749. Periodicals mail postage paid at Ober-

Seveand CynthiaHaynes, publishers
Official newspaper of Oberlin, Jennings, Nor-
catur, Dresdenand Decatur County. M ember of

Serving Oberlinand Decatur County since1879

Phone: (785)475-2206  Fax (785) 475-2800
E-mail: obherald@nwkansas.com

Nor’West Newspapers
SteveHaynes...

Kimberly Davis
Mary LouOlson

Judy Jordan

the Kansas Press Association, National News- g;ﬁ%gﬁg;gépl OltS.......... busuneé?rllgnmagg
paper Association, Col orad_o Pre& Associa- DAVidBergling ... .a.&.:ivertising manager
tion, Nebraska Press Association and Inland Pat Cozad .. want ads/circulation
PressAssociation. KarlaJones, DorisMiller ... advertising production
Subslcri ptisohns: dOneyﬁar, $30 (‘;’;‘X [ gdd udﬁd) in Decatur, ggirzon, JoanBEttS .......ooocieeeeee, historian
Rawlins, Sheridan, Thomas and Red Willow counties, tax oF
included) dlsewhereinK ansas $37 elsawhereintheU.S. Foreign Mar_shaMor)‘ord ................................. mailing
subscriptions, $20 extra per year (except APO/FPO). POST-  Whitney Beinke ..........cccceeeee pagemakeup
MASTER: Send changeof addressto 170 S. PennAve., Oberlin,
Kan. 67749-2243.
Officehours: 8:30a.m.-5:30p.m. Mon.-Fri. N 2
(Alsoopenmost Saturdayswhen someoneisin.) NATIONAL NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATION
)

STAFF
................... managing editor
........................ society editor
proofreader

-
onN! & g

Yeon! :; b 3
X

OUCH‘

/
&

A
‘ I

///

(’,fAmeAe
h PREME
QURT

DON'T WORRY
ABOUT THE HONEY...
THIG 19
BOMBUS LEGISLATIVUG
THE LEGISLATURE
BUMBLE BEE...

WHEN YOU
STIR UP
THEIR HIVE,
THEY STING
THEMSELVES.

Gos '
THE NIANATTAN MERCURY ]

Husband headsfor har vest

Y oucantaketheboy off thefarm,
butyoucan’ttakethefarmout of his
heart.

My usually fired-up, can’t-wait-
to-get-to-work husband is waiting
around the housefor “the” call.

A friend of ours who has avery
full-time job in town also farms.
Visitingwithhimafter church Sun-
day, JJmlearnedheand hiswifeare
harvesting by themselves and he
offered hishelp. A phone cal this
morning confirmed they wanted
him. They’ll call back whenthey're
ready togotothefield.

| just heard Jim’ send of the con-
versation, butitinvolvedthemerits
of one brand of combine over an-
other, moistureandrepairs. Now, if
that phone would only ring. He's
likealittleboy waiting to go play.

—ob—

“Backstage mothers” aren’t lim-
ited to the theater. In fact, it’s not
limited to mothers. Y ou know the
parents| mean. Theoneswho push,
push, push their kidsinto activities
THEY want. Not, necessarily, ac-
tivitiesthe kid wants. They are the
ones who question the umpire’s
heritage and belittle their child in
front of hisfriends.

| thought, perhaps, the “horsey
crowd” might be immune to this
malady. Not so. Recently, | attended
a horse show where competitors

Daughter

Our daughters are alwayson In-
stant Messenger during the work-
day, soit'seasy to say hi or ask a
question.

Like Cynthiaand I, they spend a
good part of theday at thecomputer.
Wechat alittlemost mornings, then
go back towork.

The other day, | noticed the
younger daughter, Lindsay, had one
of those" I’maway” messagesup. |
sent her amessage to see what the
reply was.

“I"'mout savingthefrogs,” itsaid.

OK, l askedforit. I'll bite.

“Saving frogs?’

Half hour later, theanswer came,
and, asusual withLindsay, itwasa
story.

After three yearsteaching junior
high science and biology, she en-
rolled at the University of South
Carolinato get amaster’ sdegreein
library science. She moved to Co-
lumbia, S.C., last fall and got astu-
dent job at the library. Later, she
moved up to afull-time positionin
interlibrary lending.

It seemsthat theuniversity main-
tenance crew drained afountainin
front of the library for cleaning.
They leftalittlewater inthebottom
of the half-block-long pool, and
campus frogs jumped in and did

Out Back
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ranged in agefrom 3 to adults.

| watched oneteenagedgirl put her
horse through its paces during a
reining class. Perhaps not a stellar
performance, but adequate. When
she left the ring, guess who was
waiting?Mom.

Likeahawk, she pounced on her
daughter using expletivesformerly
relegated only to sailors. (No of -
fenseintended toward sailors.) She
reminded the girl how much they
had paid for that blankety-blank
horse and that shewould blankety-
blank sell himif sheever messed up
likethat again.

Y ou could seethe spirit drain out
of that young woman as her shoul-
ders slumped in dejection. Most
children want only to please their
parents. Parents— try toremember
that. And, try nottolivevicariously
through them.

My analysis: Whenaparentyells
at his or her child, they are really

mad at themselves — probably for
not being avery good athlete when
itwastheir turn.

Remember, it’s supposed to be
fun.

—ob—

Sometimes| learn just enoughtc
be dangerous, and a book about
natural cures has my interest right
now.

My mother always said vinegar
and honey were good for you. I'm
ashamed of myself for making fun
of her for drinking, daily, aconcaoc-
tion of hot water, ateaspoon of vin-
egar and two teaspoons of honey.
Now, | findmyself doingitandfeel-
ing better for it. It doesn’ t taste bad,
either.

However, my book recommends
using only organic, raw, unfiltered
apple cider vinegar. It's alittle
pricey, but at ateaspoon a day, |
guessitwon't break the bank.

wor ksto savefrogs

AlongtheSappa

schayn%@nwkan%scom)

By SteveHaynes

what frogsdo.

When they filled the pool, she
said, it was chock full of tadpoles.
Asthey grew into frogs, though,
they had a problem. Adult frogs
havetobreatheair, andtherewasno
ledgefor themto rest on.

So astheir gills disappeared, the
poor little frogs were drowning by
thehundreds.

And Lindsay, ever the biologist,
wasout there on her breaks, saving
thefrogs.

Not on her lunch hour, though:
“Daddy, | might get salmonella.”

Thisisthe girl who used to play
with baby snakes while watching
television. Shedrew thelineat in-
sectsin those days, especially spi-
ders.

If she saw aspider, she’d scream
andleavetheroom.

When she was teaching, though,
her classroom was full of creepy-

crawlies, everythingfrom hamsters
tospiderstotarantul asto scorpions.

Now she has a boyfriend wha
hates anything that crawls or
squirms, though, andwe' renot sure
how she’ Il squarethat with her pen-
chant for collecting creatures.

For now, at least, she’ sdedicatec
herself to saving the campusfrogs,
hundreds of them.

Shesaidshecaught andfreeddoz-
ensfromthe pool thefirst day. She
put them at aspot besidethelibrary
where leaking sprinklers create a
littlewetland.

“They didOK except for theones
that hopped out onto the brick
walk,” shesaid.“ At85degrees, they
don’tlast toolong there.”

Her mother askedtoday if shewas
till saving frogs.

“Of course,” shereplied. “If |
don’'t, who elsewill?’

Good question.

Reader appreciateslodgecover age
L etter totheEditor

Editor’s Note: This letter was
mailed to The Oberlin Herald on
May 10, but was mislaid in the of -
fice. Our apologiesto thewriter.

TotheEditor:

Thank you for the excellent cov-
erage you gave ZCBJ Cesti Vlas-
tenci Lodge No. 153 ontheir 100th
anniversary celebration.

Sifting through the documents
and personal accountsregardingthe
history of thelodgewasamost like
going through an unorganized box
of unlabeled family photos. At the
time animportant lodge event hap-
pened, those involved knew what
had happened, so marking and
namesmust have seemed unimpor-
tant. Some hand-written accounts
jumpedback andforthintimewith-
out making anoteof itinthenarra-
tive.

All current lodge members who
areregistered with the national of-
ficewere notified of this 100th an-
niversary event with enough lead
timeto contribute any information

they possessed before information
forthearticleswassubmittedto The
OberlinHerald.

While thelodge located at Jenn-
ingswasaBohemianlodge, another
ZCBJLodgein KansasisaMora-
vian Lodge. Using the name
“Czech” todescribethepeoplewho
formed thelodge organization was
not meant to beabhistorical political
commentary, but rather a descrip-
tion of the part of the world from
wherethese people came.

A common persononthestreetis
muchmorelikely to haveanideaof
thelocation of the Czech Republic
rather than whereBohemia, Silesia
or Moravia were 100 years ago,
whenmapmakerscouldhardly keep
up with border changes.

In fact, a Jennings community
sign even welcomes passersby to
“‘Czech’ UsOut!” My apologiesif

| was politically incorrect in using
theword" Czech” inany accountsl
furnished.

My dad died when | was young,
and| quickly learned oneimportant
lifelesson: Stand up and becounted
when there is work to be done.
Thankstoall thosewho stood upanc
withusinmakingthisevent happen.

Thank you, Mary Lou Olson, for
all thework youdidinpreparingthe
articlesfor TheHerald. They were
read and enjoyed by all who at-
tended the state meeting.

Weappreciatethemuseum spon-
soring the porkburger feed in the
eveningandaregrateful for thecon-
tributions made to the museum for
restoration of the Bohemian Hall.

Thank you, oneand all.

OtheliaVacura, secretary
Cesti Vlastenci LodgeNo. 153
Oberlin



